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. Optario Depurtment of Education

. Sectlon 40 (1) .(b) Bor Onturia -

e

i TR '.‘_‘, 2 _"-

f_‘l ‘__||_._ = _.‘ ¥ -
B [N ul"'* . i = Rl PR

CUA pupll

that teachers und pdncipuls in the
province’s schoaols refral from the-

‘use of corporal -punlshiment in any

form soens, (o huve beéen well |
roceivéd by the yonerul public.

While corporal
gergrelly known us the “strap™, has
never been gpecificully uuthorized, it
nevertheless was condonwd under

Regulation 339/66 which stutes that
shull submit to such
dhscipline us would be exercised by o
kind, firm und judicious parent.”

It was axsumed o kidd, firm und
judiclous parent would not hesitate
to apply corporul punishment if he
or the deemed it necessury. Tenchers
interpreted the regulation as giving
them the guthority to administer the
sume brund of justice.

The Department of Education,
“without commenting in any way on
the responsibilities of parents,” now
sugpests that this regulation should
be Interpreted us “‘providing an
utmosphere of respect and  trust
botweon students and teachers with
the cultivation of individual
responsibility us a major goal.”

Not many will quarrel with that
interpretution  of the regulation.
However, u few of us will wonder il
it is not figuratively transferring
gome of the teacher’s exercise of
power into the hands of the
immaoture students. ' |

We must admit schools have
chonged extensively sincet the days
we ottended. There has been marked
improvement in all arcas, from types
of building to the quality of
instruction. However, we doubt il
students hoave changed very much.

Not a bad 014 pldce.:.;g..,; AN

It is no bad thing thut Canadians
in whatever province they may live
gshould be reminded from time to
time of how good a land this is.

We arc all apt to have romantic
ideas about what life in other
countrics may be like, particulurly
those of the “Old World,” and it is
salutary to have someone bring us
down to carth. As, for example, "did
the- irrepressible Mr. Real Caouette,
Member of Parlinment for
Villeneuve, -speaking in the House of
Commons recently on hig return
from a visit to Frunce. Said Mr.
Caouette, in part: .

- “In Frunce, Quebec is often
quoted as an example. They tell us:
Frunce is going to save you. Mr,
Chairman, the contrary is lar more

probable, for Canada could perhaps

help to save France.
“During our stay -in Frunce, we

TWO WEDDING phoipgraphs wers found in 50 old Acton afbum, but the names of
bride and groom, or their guests st the butdoor recaption, are unkn":wn.' -
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. the hands:  Fhe  victims  wer
coume, idolized by lellow chussmutes
- for o few duys. But if memory serves
punishment,

@%’ * Photos from the past

A miichievous boy or girl out to
upset the equilibium ol the

_Classroom with o lttle deviltry could
controlled by- the -

sometimes b :
threut’ or Inying on of the strap. It
was normally done on_the palm of

corvectly, the teacher was the object
of new respect und above: all, the
undivided sttention of the entire
class, from that point on -

“We¥ be interested in knowing
what the teacher is going to do now
to command the same respect and

“attention. And would you believe

teachers who _wiclded the most
authority were the opes you thought
fondly of after school days were over
and done with?

We will acknowledpe there were
abuses of authonty sometimes but it
was  generally  due to extreme
provocation.  Perhaps  the  more
sensitive students suffered from the
jteacher laying on the strap but it has
been  our  expericnce  that  few
sensitive pupils were on the receiving
cend. And il they were, we doubt
they were marked for tife -by the
experie nee!

Generally it seemed to be the

teacher who suffered more than the
student. We have seen teachers break
into tears ofter strapping someone.
Perhaps this new interpretation of
the regulations is primarnly for their
hencefit,
" We wish the strapless téachers
and the Department every  success
with modern methods of maintaining
discipline  but we still can’t help
wondering if the old saw “spare the
rod and spoil the child” might not
have more truth in it than we care to
admit these days.

.

tearned that the Fiat Company is
controlling today 30 per cent of
Citroen, because the French did not
have the necessary capital to save
their own automobile industry.

“Somye tell us thot France will
save us financially. 1 studied the
French standard of living. Please
note that 1 am of French descent,
but I am a Canadian, and if the two
countries must be compared, let us
not he shy about jt . ..

*Mr. Chairman, the difference is
unbelievable. The salaries in France
do not amount to even 50 per cent
of the salary paid to our Canadian
workers. The worker in France pays
about 35 to 45 per cent more rent
than au worker in Canadu; and here,
in Caniea, how we complain about
the rents being too high. You ¢pn
imagine what the situation is like in
Frunce.
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.20 ‘yea'rs ago

Taken from the lssue of the Free Pread,
Thursday, Januasy 13, 1949, |

Mr. and Mre. William Maiinprize on
Yuesdsy celebrited ‘thelr 65th wedding
snnivesmry  quistly. ry hsve been
esteened reddents of Acton for 36 years. .
All members ol thelr famlly now reilde In
the community. . '

Mrs. M. Sghroeder
whower for Miss M, Clayton, bride-to-be, on
Mondsy aftedaoon. Mrv. W. ﬂww'd
tes suslited by Mys. B, Hintony and M. C.
[eatherland. w o

(‘nmmmch}\f ils 100 yé&ir & W
wunicipality, Nausgsweys Township on
Mihday marked the - occyulon~ with
honoring muny Of the Jiving oflclals of

T

forme ldynu and payiing tribute to the mén -
i

who down thiough the century | of
inscorporation had taid well the foundatlons

und had gulged the alfulrs of the townihlp -
“Aen elficiently. .
mird weather of the weekend .
wspuned on the woiskers st the Acton Scout -

The

Hall and they succeeded in MNniching the
roof coating for the entire building. Now
imide wark can be proceeded with during
the remainder of the winter months, :

The days are now noliceahly longer,
Ividence of the recent muld weather wan
found by Roy Amott, who on Sunday uaw
a frog in the creek on the seventh line,
Rather unusual for January in this section.

Weston steam-rolled to an
overwhelming 12-2 victury over Actun in
the first game of the weawon in the arenp
Iwio.—The -fust—home appaarance of the
Tanners was completely spailed by their
very bad performance.

Sugar and Spice 50 years ago

by bill smiley

Nothing like a good dose of the 'Mlu to
make you feel like tuming out a column of
deathless prose. 1 fee) like a fighter on the
ropes in the fourteenth round with the
crowd yelling to the other guy, “Kill him!
Kill him!" |

So perhaps you'll forglve if we don't
sparkle too brilliantly today, and just clear
some items this week, then begin the

u
N‘:.'w Year with a freih dlate and a wound
constitution.

We had a very merry Christmas, thank
you. But an insidious old custom is being
revived. No less than three different groups
of carollers appeared ot the door, and had
to be suitably entertained. By the time the
last gang hod left, we were well into
Christmas moming, among other things.

It's o charming old tradition, but | hope
it doesn’t spread too far. If it does, next
Christmas Eve T think I'll just call the cops
and - hove the corollers charged with
disturbing the peace. It would be a lot
cheaper. |

-] ask about the cost of a pound
of butter and | am told it is $1.350
pound.’ I amr speaking about France,
not about China, and their workers
carn half as much as ours. To our
aquestion: How much does an
automobile worker carn in  the
employ of Citroen or Renault? We
get the reply: from $2,400 to $2,700
in Canadian dollars .. . . .

“*And with regard to modemn
conveniences, they know nothing
about it, absolutely nothing. 1 wasr
staving at the Hotel Royal de
Versailles, It is time-worn, it is old,
They have not got around to
installing  toilets next to  each
bedrpom; you have to go down the
hall,. us we used to do here in Canada
35 years ago. Their way of life is not
at all likeours....”
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For once, everything fitted when the

gifts were opened. See me in my new -

off-white turtleneck sweater and Pierre
Trudeau will look like somebody from
Hayfork Centre.

. Kim, with her usual exquisite sense of
1timing, almost tumed Boxing-Day into a
bhoxing match when the announced the'd
like te go to lsrael and work on a kibbutz
for a year, after finithing high school. Soa
couple of yean from now, | may be a
!Jewith grandfathier. That would be @
't'l.l.l'itch. s s

Church bells and a blazing’log fire and
jolly evening with old friend} brought in
the New Year on a pleatant note. Not for
me the $30-a-couple New Year's Eve in a
nightclub with a lot of idiots in paper hats,

- throwing strecamers, blowing their little
. homs and kisting everyone in gight.

Speaking of bells, Lt. Col. John
"McEwing of S ne, Wath., retired, has s
bell in the belfrey which is bothering him.
Describing himself in a2 letter as a
“sentimental nut,” he 1ays he has bought
the bell from the little red schoolhouse he
asttended as a2 boy, near Port Elgin,
Ontario..

That bell has many memories for him,
He
attasched, to the new contolidated school
which has replaced the little one-foom
country schools, as a symbol
them, those humble institutiong
many a grest man got his start.

where
.

-

The Colodel flew east and talked to the
architect responsible. He was enthusiastic.

But the trustees stalled. They were going

out of office at the end of the year, and
“couldnt make up their minds” about
having something as old-fathioned as an
1875 school bell on the premises.

To me, it tzems an excellent ides, and |

hope the naw board will be receptive to the
Colonel's ides. We talk a lot about
Canadiana, and ‘preservin
Why sell it to the scrap dealers?

.- This brings us in a rqundabout w:i: to
the new school systein in Ontario, which
promises to be interesting. The old local
school ~ boards, chosen in thelr own
communities, are being scrapped, and

county boards, elected, have alresdy
replaced them. :

Theoretically, the ides is'a good one. It
should give equality of educational
opportunity  to all children. That's the

rpose. In the bad old dsys, before 1969,

the fatter centres got the best facilities and
bften the best teschers, while the leaner
ones had to struggle along with what they
could afford. ‘

. I hope it works. But | have reservations.
Many a time have ] szen I-t_l.’tlﬂl‘l.i.l'lgmm:dﬂ
bigger, so that it would bhe mare efficien
and cheaper to run. Usually, the o
OCCUrs, 'l!:p-tn!ﬂi increass and e

t
e
ncy

" dacreases, because of sheer size. R

" Pltkin;l?‘:‘blmh;#m::dh; %:5
. Empire-buil ns. y hundreds
of new’ trative, jobs-.have been
created fnrh:.!:m;&n“aw tym

board mem receive a s )
no doubt, expensss. The old boards
worked for nothing. Paperwork will

*.double, then triple, and to on;

o anal'mw:m .

years to tell, And by
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of all of

our heritage:

S

Taken from the-issue of the Free Press,
Thurday, January 16, 1919,

The Municipal Skating Rink aopened on
Saturday night with good ice, comfortable
waiting sooms, brilliantly lighted and a
large attendance. This will be a healthful,

pular resort during the winter, Mesus.
Eatdmme and Co. have stinted on nothing
to make the rink an attractive feature of
the town's wocial activities for the winter.

Mr. H. S. Wilwon, drover, had rather a
trying experience on Monday evening. He
was driving a cow and her calf in a deigh
on Main St. A little chap jumped on the
sleigh and this wcared the cow, which
jumped over Mr. Wilson and out the front
of the deigh. The horses then ran away.
They got detached from the deigh al
Qusen Street and headed for Miton, their
fosmer home. The dmugi‘e was sljght but
the mixup looked serious for a while.

Salt and

gave o tes wnd .

- 100 ,_yggrs agc;

back
issues

Readers will be inferested in knowing

that My, Harold N Famier, M.A ., Barsister,
of Oakville, hav taken over the Micklnnon
business and ollice and will
ral’n:iun here, He will be &
]
s

rsctice hils
stéd by hils
ther, Dy. T, Farmer. a rétlged Hamilion
er of much réenown,
sl tlons sre that the farmers will

have $2.2% whest for some tipe to

come ~ 8t léast fod sevenal yesit. - .
The Iust “innkerury segices vnce

E&cﬂ wis déclared will Le Mgld (n the

thodlit chureh thide Sumday. This will be

the 7314 saniversdry of the founding of the
Methodist . church
cosgregabbant  of the' Huptist church will
altend in the muownin
church in the evening.

in . Aclomn,

Taken from the fssue of the Free Piew, -
Thurddsy, Junuary 11, 1K94.

The old ferry scow at Buslington Cunal
has been repatred by Mi. Colaman of
Huwlington, who sme-time ago puichswed
it from the government and has now wid it
to them again. The new wow currled off by
the storm has never heen wen snce, wen
vnce.

John Matthew has purchased and taken
possestion of Hartop’s Flour and Feed
store on Mill St. The public will he glad to
w2¢ him 1n business,

Mis. Juseph Millward way sevarely

injured by falling down the cellar ane
last week. She is recovering.

Taken from the lssue uil’Thr i"urudi:;:
Champion, Milton, Januvary 7, IHOH,

At the clice of a political meeting at the
Boyne, Tralalgar, on the 16th ult, a dispute
atoee between Llijah McC  und Rubent
E- ., when the former used violence, and »
row seemed imminent, on which Benjamin
Waldbrook, Fsq.,, 1P., interpoted and
commanded peace In the Queen's name,
stating that he was a magistrate. McC,
struck at him with his half<closed fist and
seizing him hy the breast tare open his
vest, FFor this he was arrested on Monday
tast and tried before Mesirs, Johin White,
Jas. McGuffin and J. B, Willmaott, PP,
The sentence of the court was a fine of
four dallars and costs, amounting to about
seven dollars. Immediately thereafter a
charge was lald against Mre, McC. by Mr.
ERE., of samault on the same occation as
the former, The charge was admitted, and a
nominal fine of one dollar and costs
inflicted, the magistrates and the bailiff, J.
A. Frazer, devoting their fees to charitable

purposes. ;

Pepper . uu o

Maybe you read in a recent issue of this
newtpaper where Eramosa council was
presented with a picture of James Peters,
one of the fint townthip cletks. My
curiosity was aroused. Clerks are
appreciated during the years they serve in
uan:c but umally they receive no further
recognition.

What was so unusual about James Peters
outside of the fact he was clerk in plonesr
days?

The aniwer belongs in the country’s
archives but my source of information was
the lste Frank Day's book, “Here and
There in Eramoss,” and a tmall booldet
from the pen of Hugh T:mplln entitled, A

Few Leaves lrom the Past. .

James Peters, it appears, was qulln. E
man! One of the founders of Speediide
Congregational church, a total abstainer st
2 time when whi was the common

J - mp at wzttlers’ “bees’, Peters was alto
d of being a “rebel"” along with other

ominent Eramota men at the time of the
B37 rebellion.

Early Wednesdsy morning, December
13, 1837, Peters was roused out of bed by
Squire Inglis of Guelph with s glittering
sword drawn from its scabbard, and »
company of 32 men with rifles and
bayonets. He was bundled into a sleigh
with other prisoners and taken to jail in
Hamilton. . ' :

Their crime? Peters, then age 36, John
Butchard, 49, and James Benham, 43, were

accused of being ringlesdars of a “‘gang’ of -

rebels who were planning to bum the then
village of Guelph down! In Fesgui, »
bastion of Tory politics, rumors were rife
that “Captain™ Peters and 350 men,
supported by township officials, were
Elmﬂ' inE'tn ;destroy the bridge over the

r iver. Special guards were posted.

Eramoss, in the imagination of .thoss
ultra-loyal Tﬁtu;dwﬂ ] hntbigd of
bellion. conclution. came from s
. hliu::u:maung held at the Central school
mlﬁrtmm. near where the Stone Church

now stands. Peters, township clerk, was™

clected secretary and requesied to draw up

s resolution expressive of the will of the

. settlers on the state of the country.

The vesclution was short and to the
point: “That we retum home and mind our
own business.™ _

The govemment intarpretodsdhis form
They

...-ol' rail fence sitting &s

L

tressont.
arrcsied. soven men. They . pelessed four,

]
I.."
;!-,

Calvin Lyman, Hiram Dowling, William
Armstrong and James Parkinton, after
levying fines. Peters, Butchard and Benham
went to jail in Hamilton.

The sccused occupied two cells, had no
heat, no blankets or badding of any sort in
weather not unlike that of the last week.
Later they were put in larger quarters with
others accused of treason.

One attempt to send them to a higher
tribunal before their trial resulted. in a
narrow escape. They believed, and with

resson, that a jail fire was set by
persons anxious to blow them up becauss
there was gunpowder stored in an adjacent

cell. The pritoners managed to extinguith
- the blaze. -

After eight minutes of deliberstion at
theis trial on March 8, 1838, the jury
decided on a verdict of “Not Guilty.

Prosecuting attorneys Sir Allan McNab

and Salicitor General Draper used every
means (o have the men hanged. Peters lost
his potition aselerk but regained it in 1840
when
the sl

blic feeling was practically all on

of the arrested men. No Woader.
Night ralds from Guelph on Eramous
seitlers which seem to have been little
better than looting expeditions, kept the
settlers poor paying fines,

Erammoss township voted the Reform
ticket almost from that date, It might be
sdded that the “prisonens” were founders
of some of the most reapected familles in
the townihip. Frank Day s1aid that at least
75 per cent of the land owners In the
‘townshlp in 1953 “were connected -by
descent or with familles of the
peincipals in the I[ T affals. o

Over. in Hillsburg, the issuss wese not 10
clouded. William How, the fint settler in
Hillsburg; was avested about the wame time
as the Eramosa ‘‘rebels”. Sixteen
well-armed lovalists fromt Toronto
surrounded his Hillsburg home one dsy and
carried him to Toronto whete he was

*

g and frop Knok -

The .

f 75 yééré.eago

convicted and relisved of the 500 acres.of -

land on which
settlement duties, | |

m.mjﬂﬂﬂﬁtﬁlmdnlhﬁlﬁhﬁ
ilk from what was truly then this neck of

the woods were the forerunnsn of
 representative wmm:mt:iu ﬂnluin.
That's Jamos Peters hangs in |
framod hﬁu in the Eramoss
counicil chambaes Instesd of
“framed” to hang obs s gibbet. ¢ :
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