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Acton firefighters could only
stand by helpleidy as the furm
home of Mr. and Mss. Floyd
Criven, on the third line five
miles north of Acton, was

Su night.
Baoth the rural Mre truck and @

. snow plow were unable to get up

the long line to the house. Daep
wow plugged the lane up wlid
and prevented tralfic.

Mr. and Mrs. Craven had just
retumed from a vacation in
Florida early that afternoon and
hsd no opportunity to get the

- lane open. Both they and their
three children aged seven, uix
afud four, were (n bed when Mrs.
Craven wmelled wmoke. The
couple bundled up the children
and carried them out to u car
and then notifled the fire
department.

Acton firefighters responded
quickly to the alarm and arrived
on the wcene about 10.30 p.m.
The blaze looked to be ctunﬁntd
to the rear part of the-house and
flrefighters figured they could
have taved the front part of the
remodelled home il they could
have got the numner  close,
However, Mames swon enveloped
the entire structure and it
burned '{IPJ“ to the ground with
moat of the fumiture and
potettions,

tmﬂl:leuly destroyed by fire

A FEW POSSESSIONS were walvaged from the Craven home but

most of the couple’s Turnituréd
flames—(Staff Photo)

Ihe blaze was also fuelled by
two oil storage tanks, one in the
cellar and another at the side of
the house. Huge logs which

and clothing was dastroyed by

comprised the ongmal front part
of the home were the last o

bum.
The Cravens had-just maowved

=2y,

into the farm, famerly the

George Mitchell place and’

commonly knawn as ‘the old

L]

Harding farm, last April.

Mr. Craven said he had n¢ idea
what caused the blaze.”

He remembers setting the
alarm clock about 9.25 pm. He
was in hed only gbout 20 gr 25
minutes when his wile detected
tmoke. The Cravens, with the
help of some neighbors, got a
few possetslons out but moat of
the contents were destroyed.
along with the house. -

The family spent the night at
the home of Mr. gnd Mrs.
Fckerich, R. R. 2, Acton,
directly ucross the-road, They
got enough clothes together wo

of the slippery,

trcacherous roads, Acton
detachment of the OPDP.
reported only twoe minor
accidents the past week, one of
them vunusual.

The fint occurred at the
Glenlea plaza Friday, January 3
at 92.45 p.m. when a '67 Dodge
taxi driven by Don Grein and a
69 Pontioc operated by Patricia

In spite

il

Appoint committees, name priorities
at inaugural meeting Acton council

Four new members joined
Acton council at their inaugural

meeting Monday In the council
chambers. Taking the oath of
office for the first time were Bill
Coats, Peter Marks and Orval
Chapman. Jack Greer returns to
counci! after an nhience of tome

years,

Clark-treasurer Jod Hurst also
administered the official vath to
returned mayor Les Duby; reeve
Di. Frank Qakes; deputy-reeve
Ted Tyler Jr. and councillors G.
W. Mchenzie and Earl Masales.

(Mitsing from the new council
the two former members
who challenged the mayor, Bert
Bob Drinkwalter, .
former councillor Bill Williams
Charlie

are
Hinton and

and reetited member
Perry.)

After the declaration of office
and QOath of Allegiance Rev,
Harry Dawson’ read  Scopture
and led in prayers. He brought
greetings from Acton Ministerial
Association, ‘saying they hoped

thay might be of assistance.

Only observer at the mecting
wis J::puty-:lcr!-. Cirant Ulgher,
With new name plates at each

" place and an absence ol yearend
les, the meeting included many
explanations for the benefit of
the four new members. M;uytnt
the
council appointments during a
~ prepared report, explaining he
Eﬂﬂiun each one considerable
were

Duby recommended all

thought. All but one
accepted by the council.
This was the
<Authority, which - had

suggested by the mayor

IN YHE MAYOR'S CHAIR, Les |
instigural meeting of councll. Left to right seated are Councillor G. . Cosats, O.
McKenzie, Reeve F. Oakes, the Mayor, Deputy. Reeve T. Tyler Jr.,

Parking
been
o,
include five council members.
Chairman of No. 2 committee,

Larl Masales, submitted it would
be much simpler to meet if the
parking authority comprised the
members  of  his  committee,
which has junsdiction over
roads. This was ageeed to.

The mayor cxplained
committee system,

No. 1 committee is lor the
administrative  side of council
operations, and meets the Tirst
and third Mohdays it required.

the

On No. 1 commttee, with the
first named ay chairman, are
administration chairman G, W,
Mckeneie, tinance and personnel
chatmman D, Qukes, assessment
and developmient chmrman Bill
Coats, welture and  property
chairman Peter Marks.,

No. 2 committee, which meets
the fiest and third Tuesdays, is
for gencral works and
maintenance.  Fust named s

Ask by-law

The F

Press was informod by Maoyor Les Duby this moming

(Wadnaad thot & special msoting of the rosds committse of
council was calisd fast night to discuss the acuts tnow ramoval

problam.
Tha road committee resolved

that o0 recommandation go to thea

naxt maating of council Tuesday for approval of a locsl highways
and sidewsalk maintanance by-law {Highways refors to all local
thoroughfares, intersactions and sidewalks as dofined in the Act).

Aecording to the Highway TraHic Act and Sections 476 and 379

of the Municipal Act, the mayor said the committes now found it

necesuary to ask for the by-law, ‘‘due to an obvjous fack of
co-operation from many indididuals to assist the.town in its tnow
removal program.’’ Cartain liabilitias hwe been placed on the town
due to improper placing of snow or debrris from private propertias on

town thoroughfares. :

The mayor wmaid

council was alwoys reluctant to impmp
" unnacatsary by-laws but he felt the lack of co-operation made it

imparative. “"We now have no recourse but 1o recommend to council
passing of the propotad by-law with added penalty as 8 deterrent
which will be effective if and whan it is approved by council,” he

stated.

Town workman ware engagad in removing tnow from the main
buginess saction of town Tuesday from 8 a.m. to B'p.m. Priority i
givep to this saction of town tince most tratfic is generatad in thess

arens
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chairman, and members are
roads and maintenance chairman
Earl Masles, sewer and water
Ted Tyler, lights and sanitation
Jack Greer, fire and police Orval
Chapman.

On the hudpet
QOaokes, Masales,
Tyles, Duby.

On the court of revision,
which meets periodically to deal
with tax rebhates; chairman
Duby, McKenzie, Coats, Greer,
Chapman.

Dr. Qakes is again councils
representative on  the band
commiilee,

Named to the board of parks
management and recreation are
Earl Musales and Peter Marks.

On development commission
arg Coots, McKenzie, Tyler,
Greer and Duby.

On planning board
Mckenzie and Masales.

Named representative to
Hydro is Mayor Duby with Dr.
Oakes' us substitute, and to
Library Board the mayor with
Orval Chapman as substitute.

Priority items were
recommended by the mayor for
the various chairmen to consider
before budget ¢ by April 1,

« For administration, with
chairman Mchenzie, the moyor
sugpested  special meetings on
bylaws be held in Junuary, that
the subdividers’ agreement be
completed; and- that - the
retention of legal aid drafting
schedules  for  sgreements  be
comsidered. '

For Dr, Oakes” finance and

personnel,  he

{Continued on Papge 3)

commiltlec:
McKenzie,

are

-

s

incillor J. Greer; loft to ripht standing, Councillors E. Masales, W. |
pman, P, Marks, clerk-administrator J. Hurst.

recommended

- Fire destroys home, contents

“thie children were able 1o atiend

whool on'Monday morning.
Fortunately, ‘the wyind took
the intense_hext and sparks from
the blazing houswe away from the
barn and other outbuildings. A
covey of ducks distrybed by the
fire took refuge in a tnawbank.
Spectators came from miles
around, asttracted hy the glow.
A wmmall plow mounted on a
gicbup truck owned by Norm
urner cleared the lanevay, and
later the township

widened the road but by this

time the house was beyond hgpe -

of saving. .

Firefighters stood by until the
houte had bumed itselfl out early
Monday moming.

Loose Volkswagen

Bowles of R.R. 1, Limehoute,
collided.

Police said the taxi was parked
and the Bowles vehicle, backing
w. failed to see it. Constable

ick Farlpn éstimated damage
to the taxi at $30 and $20 to the
Bowles car.

One of the most unusual
accidents ever to occur here
happened on Tuetday at 9.30
a.m. on Main §t. 5.

Two vehicles, a "63 Chev.
owned by James Morriton, R.R.
I, Acton, and a '60 Volkswagen
owned by William Dustan, 506
Glenlake Ave., Toronto,
collided. A third vehicle,
unknown, was alto involved.

The Morriton car was parked
on Main St. S. and the Dustan
Volkswagen was parked on Mill
Gt. E. behind another car. Police
taid the third wehicle locked
bumpers with the Volkswagen
unknown to the driver and
pulled away with it in tow,

The tnall car-went part way
down the street where it came
loote and wmathed into the
Morrison car.

Constable Nick Farion
assessed damage to the trunk lid
of the Volkswagen at $75 and
estimated $50 damage to the
Morrison vehicle,

The unidentified driver of the
third car went merrily on his
way apparently unaware of the
accident in which he was
involved.

break-ins

Police reported two cases of
break and entry over the past
week when thieves collected a
few dollars in change.

Lovell's Meat Market was
reported entered on Tuesday,
Dec. 31 with approximately $15
in loose change taken from the
till. Entry was made by breaking
a window in the rear door.

Monday at 1.40 a.mi. another
break and éntry was reported at
Blow Press on Perth St. Police
said entry was made through a
rear window left open and
report a_possible theft from the
Imlf machine.

" Police are investigating both
break-ins.
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-My' telephone - is tuming to

. jelly on the wall, groaned Mayor

s Duby at council.
Snow removal was the subject
as members

ment at the many. problems -

while more ‘tons of anow
dropped outside. -

A demonstration of .a snow
blower will be arranged as soon
as possible. Milton has agreed to
gend up one of their two blowers

for Acton to test. Another
blower will be brought f

Elmirs to be tried out here... ...} -

The work steff -is- to be
‘commended. They do the .best

they .can and they know that

despite their best efforts.there’ll
be criticiam, Jéuid the mayor,

y '-il_ :E -

3 |

and M " Creven

truck .

nodded in ‘- P

——

FIRE COMPLEYELY destroyed -
the houte snd conterits of Mr. -

and Mre. Floyd Craven, R.R. 2,
Acton,- Sunday evening. Acton
firslighters could do nothing 10
wve tha farm- home into which
the Credens movid 1kt goring.
Snow blocked the longls ay,
making bsccedd 10 everything
except- pedsurian traffic and
farm tractors impostible. Mr,
had
returned that aftornoon from a

. holiday trip 10 Florids. Csute of

the Tire i

udknown —{Stall
Photo} :

Two new teachers
in public schools

Two public school teachess
muve toon from classroomy to
the new resource centres. Mrs,
Kavanaugh will make the switch
in the Robert Little school and
Miss Sandy McDonald of

Oakville is teaching now in Mrs.

Kavanaugh's place.

Mrs. Smith will be in charge of
the new M. Z. Bennett school
library. Mrs. Grant Usher (wife
of the new deputy clerk) has
been engaged to fill the teaching
vacancy.

J. Krul is the new schoul

_caretaker.

Fire hydrants -
out of sight;
help sought

Fire chief Mick Holmes
appeals this whek to
houssholders snd builnews
ownsrs to halp the firefighters
locste tha town's fire hydrants

There ware about 126 red
hydrants throughout town, but
most of tham are complately
burisd banasth banks of wnow
this waak. _

if psople within essy resch of
the hydrants would shovel them
out, firafightays could find them
immadiastaly In tha event of »a
fire. ..

To shoval cut tha hydrants at

your own homae is for your own —

protaction, the fire chisf pointsd
out this weesk. It could swe the
firafightars precious time .. .it
could sven wwe a home.

The town workmen hsve basn
extreamaly busy with a burden of
wnowplowing as wall as thaeir
regulasr work, and they have not
bean asble to dig out each
hydrant separately.

exchoed by councillor
McKenzie. :

It’s inevitable that walks and
driveways are filled by the
lows, - yet the
superintendent is being
**harassed”™ w calls of
complaint. **We have to
determine what's the
responsibility of private
enterprise,” said the mayor. “It's
ridiculous to keep answering
irrational calls.”
~ He explained that the nine
town men, collecting garbage-in
the midst of their plowin
|:+ri am, were suddenly faced,
w
half a day to even get thro

the cemelery to thé grave sites

[}
4
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operiing- two graves, It lﬁak,.r overlapping.
_ particulinrly concerned about the

OPP. report

Tickets, removal in store
for cars left on streets

General  occurrences  during
the P, reporting week of
Dec. 29, 196K, o Jan, 4, 1969,
show a vanety, of nothing else.

One break and enter and theft
reported  and  is  under
investigation, as is a report of a
stolen car on New Year's Lve.
Liquor charges, malicious
damage and the remuoval of three
vehicles from town  streels to
allow snow removal, make up
the remainder ol the
OCCUTTences.

The town cruner has patrolled
429 males duning the week, winle
the six man detachment worked
a total of 168 duty hours,

One minor traffic dccident was
investigated. Five motorists were
msucd  traffic summonses, and
thiee more were watned for
infractions of the Highway
Traffic Act.

There were no  charges of.
impaired or diunk drving laid

by the detachment over the-

huliday season; ih fact, generally
speaking, the town was {Juict,
There were no Acton cases
slated for Magistrate’s court on
Iec. 30, 196K, at Malton.
Durnng the holiday season the
town  got ats first real wanter

-

Recover car

A car stolen from the Station
Hotel parking lot on New Year'’s
day was recovered by Milton
OPP. on the dJdth line of
Esquesing.

'Ilhr: vehicle, a "5H8 Ford, was
owned by Stewart Richardson,

Weather ﬁuuidu fri'ghtful

ncil discusses snow

The plows have been damaged
on manhole covers and the
tracks. ~

Extra chloride was purchased
to add to the salt—an expensive
proposition—and almost halfl of

_.the stockpile of sand is used up

already.

Councillor Coats
about the plowing pattern,
wondering if churches could be
plowed out:for Sundays. The
.mayor explained priority is given
to the shopping area, then the
fire hall and doctors’ offices. A
regular pattern is follpwed so
there will. be

One of the. police offi was

T .

. council-the mayor
inquired

a minimum of

storm. The snow removal
cquipment was out in full force
trying to clean up the streets 10
traffic coould move around.
Sume vehicles were left sitting in
the middle of the streets, locked
up tight, and others were
partially off the streets. Three of
these vehlicles were removed at
the owners' expense.

No doubt there is a parking
shurtage in certain areas of
town. However, if the carare

“interfering with snow removal

they will be towed away at the
owners' expense. Cars left
parked on the town sirects
overnight can and will he iswued
with parking tags, during the
winter months.

With so much snow piled on
the side of the streets, we would
ask motorists to pull in as close
as possible to the snow band
when - patking, otherwise the
street becomes a narrow little
alley in which traffic accidents
s easily occur,

Dances fill
both halls

New Year's Fve dances at both
the Legion and Music Centre
drew capacity crowds last week.

The band runs the dance at
the music centre with the band
auxiliary preparing the midnight
meal. About 75 couples
attended. -

There were many houte
parties as well, with cars out on
the streets well on into the

night.

corner of Mill and Young, where
high banks impede the view of
school children crossing.

Astked about the town's
previous snowblower—purchased
while councillor Graer was on
explained
the town now _proper
equipment to run one, Despite
improvements, the price of
snowblowers has come down
contiderably, Mr. Greer was
surprised to leamn. “That's »
switch" he naid.. :

“It- takes people !'rﬁm out of
town to bring to our attention -

that our-sirests are better.that .

the streels in other places,” the
mayor mused,
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