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Prince Albert of Germany
introduces evergreen custom

CQuebec 15 the plantation-grown
Scotch pine. White und black
spruce  are  valued for their
foliage and density and shupe,
but have poorer needle-holding
ualitics. Other frequently used
hristmas trees are lodgepole
pine, Norway spruce and red
spruce. ;
" The average Cunadian ~ will
have little trouble distinguishing
Scotch pine from the lirs and
spruces; in _ay  cuse, this
plantation  species i usually
murketed separately. The
difference between spruce and
fir can “he more dilficalt to
detect. Here is a sure and simple
way: Remove one or two
needles and examine the twig
closcly. Spruce needles leave
‘raised bumps on the twig: (i
needles leave a smoath twig with
sunall, white scars,

The practice of bnnging an
evergicen lrec mito the home as
part of the Christmas celebration
originated in Germany, us carly,
it is believed,” as the eghth
century. Prince Albert
introduced the custom Lo
England  shortly  after his
marriage (o Queen Vicloria, und
German immigrants are credited
with  bringing . it .to  North
Americs. :

The Christmas treetis a firmly
established Cunadian ‘tradition.
The most popular evergreens
used are balsaim Hir, Douglas fir,

white and  black spruce, and

Scotch pine, with the order of
popularity  varyjng from region
to region. Douglas tir s the

Javored treg in Western Canada,

while balcam {ir s preferred in
the East. Fast o rising in
popularity  n Oatario and
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us once again, we take the opportunity
to bid our friends o Merry Christmast
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Yuletide beauty ref

[+

Flowers burst into bloom and
trees and shrubs were green with
new leaves om the night of the
Saviour's hirth, so legend says.
Down through tl:&_}npun, certam
Aowers and greens have held an
honored place in the lore of
Christmas  the holly and the vy,
mistletoe, rosemary, the
Christmas rose, the thom tree.

Ancient peoples believed that
nustletoe has powers to ward oft
evil or cuire a variety of finesses.
Dnad  priests of  Britain, long
ago,  believed  that - mistletoe
should be cut with a polden
kife, then hung over domways
as i protection from the evil,
The Greeks, too, used it 1o ward
off evil.

Saint Nick
pirates’ pal

Practically  everyone  Knows
that jolly old St. Nick was a
real-hife  bishop in ancent
Turkey, the original Santa Claus
who liked to  distribuie
anunymous gitts. Yet it s not so
well recorded that he was also
the patron samnt of pickpockets,
rabbers and pirates.

The oddity came about when
St. Nichoelas  mtervened 1o
persuade a robber band to retum
stolen treasure. Pirates looked 1o
St. Nick for accurate tips on the

weather, even flew his supposed gy

likeness on flags of their ships.
In later  years, swindlers
France were popularly referred
o as the ‘“Knights  of St
Nicholas.’

S1. Nicholas was  apparently
very  wealthy and  excecdingly
generous.  The  best-known
pift-giving  tale  concermng  this
first Santa Claus bags of pold
secretly thrown into a house 1o

ecredited with

in legends of flowers,

‘One  of many  degemds
surrounding the pomsetig tells
of a poosr mexican gl whao,
hiaving no gift of value, humbly
placed some 1oadside weeds al
the foot ol o stalue representimg
the Virgme and Chald Tnstantly
the weeds  hecame  senlet
Blossoms s thos, so the Jepend
says, the pomscettn was created,

Roseniary,  the  symbol ol
constancy,  was ol one hnw
widely used e Pophad s 2
Christmas  decoration. Duanmg,
the Victoman e b ost
popubaity and s now seldom, al
ever, seettas pant of the Yaletide
BICCHETY, e

An old story savs that the
Fragrance ol posenuiry wis given
to it when Mary  plced the
Chost Chodd™s panments o ths
shiub.

Lake mastleroe, the
brightly-berped holly wis canly
magical  and
medical powers, 1t conld even,
Tegend said, tell guls the name ol
therr Tuture husbands

Midnight feast
French tradition

In  French-Canadaan  homes,
one ol the  Inghhights ol
Christmas s the “Reveldlon,™ o
muddle-of-the-mght Gimly feast,
for adults, The meal s served
after the retuen trom oudmpght
mass but the prepatations starl
many weeks ashead.

Much “of the tood for the
feast, nowadays, centres around

cturkey and trommngs. But the

traditronal  dshes,  mcluding
pocse  with nut stullmg, anud
such specialties as toughieres,”
or sprey cpork pres. are sl
prepared for the Reveddlon,
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vty Amenicrs  traditional
Chostmas decoration,  the
ponsettuy, n o populae
Canmadi. The shoub, which has
Tanung ced bracts, s mnned for
bael 1. Pounsett, e Amencan
statesman and lTormer
simhassadorn 1o Mesico,

Use of ho'"v

once verboten

| ove, the pocts say, s ke the
witd tose Do and  tniendshap
ke the holly tree.

| he senmlanty ol love and wild
pose bruy  may need  proving
but history records the use of
holbv as o symbol of goodwill
and toendshap even befue the
Chiistaan cra.

Holly  wreaths,  sprays  and
twigs were wsed too, in vanous
rites  throughowt  much ol
Eutape m those early days. And
larpe quanhities of  the  shiny
folape and  red bermes
were  brought  indoors, 1o
bughten the seene durmg drab
winter davs, But even before the
Romans  set foot on Eaghsh
shores, the dnnds were  using
holly m thew own pagan files.

Due 1o this, pagan association,
catly Chinstian leaders opposed
use ot hollv dunng  the
Chistigs season. In fact, the
Chostians . were forhadden to
decorate  therr homes  with

Chostmas greenery  during the -

mid - December  Sdturnalian
revelnies of the Roman Empire,
Fyentually., however, huolly
decorstions  became  so well
established and so popular they
were given Christian acceptance.

Vear

sonnds
merner than the ringing of bells.

Christmas seals
_bagun in Denmark Christmas gil:ls

Slightly mewer  than  the
Christmas card is the Christinas
seul.

The Chiristwras  seal  was
originaled by a  postal clerk,
Finar Holboell, who ordered the
fiest Christimas seals printed and
sold at regular post olfices
Denmiark. While stamping letters
and Chvistmas cards i 143 an
Copenhagen, the wded ocenrred
to ham. Why not lhave a specul
stamp  printed  for the  nuny
tuberculosis sufferers who need
hospital  treatment?  The  fust
mote  than, four  milhon
stamps were sold, yielding some

_ S1R.000,

The movement for adopuing
the stamp in the thuted States
was - greatly streapthined
through  the  efforts o M
Emily  Bisseli  of  Wilnungton,
Delyware. She deagned the ful
Chrstmas seal heesell 1t had o
half wreeath of holly and a cross,

ith “Merry Christnus™ in the
centre and “Happy New Year™
at the bottom,

Merry sounds

at Christmas

Among the merry sights and
of  Christnrs, nonge s
the

Since the ecarbiest  Lines,

pealing of bells has announced
mmportant evenls, both happy
and sad. The fust use of bells 1o
call
place, it's believed, at Christinas

‘hristians to worshup ook

m Mtaly, about 400 AD. :

Traditton once  held  that
Chnst was born exactly ot
mudmight on Chostmas Eve. On
the stroke of 12, a4 joyauns
pealing amnnounced  the Muacle

ol Chirestngs.

Buy within budget
evergreen rope

A rope of evergreens 1s casy
enough to make, say the experls,
and might go well over your

door frame, mantle or along a

stair rinl.

Materials: rope long cnough

for your needs, short lengths of
wire (15, to 18 nches), short
sprays  of  evergreen  (cedar s
espectally good), balls, bows, red
herrics or bells,

Place a bunch of evergreen
against the rope and fasten in
place with wire. Repeat length
of rope. Drape as desired.,

Locate places where additional
decoration - berries,  bualls,
bells would be  effective  and
wire on.

Fasten decorated rope in place
with lape, tacks, corsage pins or
sinall nails.

Wire lengths ol evergreen
together as a spray and decorate
with bells, balls or ribbon,

Remember to replemsh your

Chnistinigs tree water regularly

throughout the  Christinas
swnon. You may need o add
muore than o pant o day.

Emperors demanded

Giving gifts during the
Cheistmas  season s 3 custom
thut most of us enjoy. Some of
us even become reckless und
spend more than we should for o
particular gift merely hecause it
swems the ‘perfect’ item tor o
special individueal.

In ancient times and  pluces,
gilt  giving  was  sometimes
compulsory.  Roman  emperors
demunded  Yuletide gfts  of
clothing, gold and silver from
thewr subjects.-So, it s said, did
the kmgs and gueens of medieval
Eoghand, !

Long befose  the binth  of

Chinst, Romans exehanged gilts

L3

of laurel, olive and mystle
branches, in conjunction with
the Saturnalls, o pagan festival
which occurred about the xame
time us the present date of
Chiristmas,
The Druids

of England and

. Northern Euwrope tied gifts on

trees during the festival
observing the winter solstice.
Gift giving today does not
tuke the form of appeasement-
it reflects the spirit  of
kindhearted pencrosity.

WA e A M e
Always “clear sway discurded
holiday gift wrappings promptly,
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that Santa

i~ hringing |
p,umi 1]|iu|n,:- Your
way.

ACTON FABRIC CENTRE

GWEN AND RUTH

I"¢'ro (oining Sonta and his reindeer
in sonding warmest wishes for a joyous
holiday, rich in many blessings.

Do have o wonderful Christmas!

EILEEN BEAUTY SALON

Flowers to fore
at Christmastime

amd tie them wath bows on the
hranches of vour tree

1 e  Scasons  greenciy, 4
wimbol ob everlastmg e, and
red fisr gy and
laughiter haoliday -bright
hogguelts ‘ Y uletide
deconating o Jestive grechings
boedly wonnan onee decorated o o tanuly and tnends. An
| Chistiias bve,  and ancient tale sadys that  the, red
duomg  the might spaders spun Chistmas fose sprang from the
wehs o the hranches gro und a1 an angel’s hidding and
Betore  mormme an angy! centunes apo the tlowers were
chansed the webs 1o ‘11,”5&,[,...: , placed at the entrances ol hn:!mm.
"-ll"l'-.'!lh I fas 1'.l.."|.'|:'|' ”1!.' liIL_‘q.,'l:II"l'.:lllt\ EENTRE
larm

Towbay . tloral experts sugpest
el 1oees to help set @ cheery
Lolnday  table Make o merry
austtte ol toses and dark preen
Padiv oo straw bashet Dot the
prrat o coment wath - nungtures
cilded pine cones and sprnkle
wathe sparhbimg e

e ol the  aldest
I-It‘l.'H SULCS B PO L T the tirst

provide three Tuckless daughters
with dowries s today
symbuolized by the signs of the
pawnbroker  three gold balls.

The good bishop supposedly
[Hhhl_‘!f.hl.‘d 1 '.h"_mnlh P s.
While on o vovage 1o the Holy
Land. he calmed the waters of
the sea To save o drowmng silos

Saillms  and  puates  adopted
lme as then patron samnt. Pacites
even stole some of his oelies
from o Twkish church and ook
them o Ban, haly, where o
chiureh was budt for him m
UMY,

Hoon m southern Turkes . o
wealthy Greek parents, Naicholas
paned  the chureh and becamwe
bushop of Myea 1o sand that he
went o oonoa palgomuee o
Jerusalem  and  was  thewe
mprisvned by mpero
Dwoclettan ton lus tath, Tate
peleased by the  Chostian
Fmperor Constantine. he
returned 1o Myg, where he died

We bring good tidings and on December oth, 342 "
Chrntitias all the lowers and

plad greetings 1w you and your kin, with
}A*G. ISTM Proes Parst nte Plooin i spite of

Chostmas s the tome ol
stoiry book  enchantment
holuday cwch o tables and Lincies
ton the young-at-heant

Fhe  Lanihr Clinstimas tiee,
pleaning with testne tinsel and
b, s a0 centunes-old hoddas
debght  Acoumdmg o lepend. o

P loassotns
HHINY
I tvr
May His Star, that guided the Wise Men on
their wav to the Manger, lead us

towitrd greater love, peace and fulfillment.

EARL VAN NORMAN

ELECTRICIAN
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Faergieen  trees, plants gl
Mowers are o Yuletde taditng
P hies vear, toom g wala tree witl,
brasht Chrstmas ormaments at
Vot tavorste 1o
Norist 1o place toses, caratne
OF Pctipeeats i iy swoale-latead
tubes Waap the tubes o bhep

125 MAIN ST. N.
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Yuletide

wishes for happy holidays
AS‘- warrtety weather  Thas Chirstmas,

and a Merry Christmas,
o/ : tresh, thosers s testive hohiday

ATTN S make  vour home
blossetrn wath the warmth and

sof Tl scason b o
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special mes<iage from us > & HG H O S5Q Y S

to vou — rood wishes SCI n TG N

for a wonderful holiday®
In Hong kong, Sants Claus

L Merry Christmas! .:.':"‘;_
e pues by the name of “San Tan

YoulLin™.

The Hong Kong department
stures emiploy elderly men who
ate specially costumed tur the
season. Just hike Sants Claus,
San Tan You Lin s present for
the purpose of holding the
youngsters an s Kknee  and
histening  to thewr requests for
pifts,

w ; s g e -
@urr more the messnge of Yeare und Joy reaounds urross

the laud. Hrrulhtug thut first ¥oly
Night when the beautiful Christmuas story was begun. Gur

sinrere wishes to ull for v Merry Christmus.
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