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Pierre kicks the pigskin. . .

~ The Grey Cup game, billed - as
Ganada’s . greatest ' sports .spectacle,

"5 dropped some of its glamor to onc of

the / most. improbable -sources—the

- prime minister for a few minutes )
- known the Mr. Trudeavw huad been

Saturday afternnon. ;
Pierre Elliott Trudcau, the

enigma who. rides herd over 20

charisma, stole -the

‘million Camics"ﬁith something the
ies -from the other

TV watched the P.M. tumecd the
opening kick-off from the usual
mundane formality into uan
éntertainment.

He introduced this new wrinkle
by being as completely naotural as
anyone could with that many people
looking on.

In stead of turning up.in top hat
und tatls with a stuffed shirt to
match, Pierre appeared in 2
turtle-neck and casval matching
sccessories, Oozing the Gallic charm
which turns the ladies into melted
eyelashes and streaked mascara while
still preserving the respect of the
gentlemen he dominatcd the show
despite the hordes of photographers
tailing him. '

We can remember when other
prime ministers officiated at
openings, They were accorded the
respect due the office with polite

applause. But nonc captured the
mood . of a crowd out to eipoy
themselyes so well us Trudeau, | '

The.  daily - press und other

communications medin let it vbe
practicing kicking' u footbuall.for the

two ‘weeks prior to the gume. Sports

purlinmentary, goual sticks
located but & football is u poke at o

" different kind of pigskin,

You could hurdly cull I'i::rr.::l'-b;‘

kick one .of constmmate skil. He

drove the bull far enough to draw a
round of applause. But he could huve
kicked it two inches and received the
samie reaction,

Call it churismu, call it color, call
it plain, old fashioned conceit,
there's no doubt My, Trudeou is well
versed - in how to  please  the
multitude. It's nice to have the
bleachers pulling for you,

Later the behemoths of the
gridiron took over the spotlight but
the memories of the kick-off will
remain with the spectators for some
time.

Ottawa . won the Grey Cup,
proving thetr Yank imports were
better than  Calgary’s on  this
particular day at least. It was a great
show and.one no doubt which will
be repeated next season.

Need more passenger trains...

The Chnstian Science Monitor,
one of the most influential
newspapers in the United States, has
taken a cut at the U.S. roilways and
the Washington povernment  for
proposed cut off of
subsidies for development of high
speed trains.,

The Monitor declares that since
Washington is pouring millions of
dollars to develop high speed aircraft
it can surely spend a few pennies for
more comfortable and faster trains.
There are millions of people. the
newspaper declares, who would
travel by train if they were avadable.

Roads will continue to become
more and more congested and more
and more: people will be looking for

.raill accommodation, the Monitor _

Off the cuff .-

Christmas lights are going up and
coming on all over town and district,
adding a touch of the holiday season
which is more delightful each year. A
good snowfull is all we need to make
the picture complete.

L &> ¥

An other wise dull sermon can be
brightened sometimes by the gight of
a price ticket dangling from a
woman’s hat.

rescarch -

says.  Subsidizing p;lﬁsullgur trains
would benefit more people than
shots to the moon.

You can draw a parallel between
the Monitor’s statement and what is
taking place in Canada. The C.N.R. is
cutting off passenper  service in
communities where the demand for
it - is ‘going to grow. The C.P.R. is
doing likewise. :

Some communities are more
aware that others of what the future
‘will bring. Acton is located in an ares
where we'll need increased passenger
service, especially a commuter type,
rather than the phasing out the
railway has been carrying out.

The town fathers know it but
apparently the railway doesn’t.

One of the greatest equalizing
factors for novelist, political pundit
or biographer is a book clearance
siale. What must a proud author think
when he glances into a book store
window and sees a work be labored
over labelled: “Clearing at 79 cents,
published at $7.50."

Keep your chin up high _and

you'll walk into a low clothesline.

‘fans wptched Yo sce the rosult, He ;-
~was-an apt pupil leurnihg Where the
were
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MEMORIEE OF THE Second World War
the “Vidory Lloans” campalgns

" Acton continually over
s - 'mﬂ-h-d by this ple-
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after it for the part it played in pro-
moting the fourth Victory loan. The
late G. A. Dills, E. 5. Force and Amos
Mason accept the sward from Kenneth
A. Henderion at a dedication ceremony
at thd DeHavilland plant nesr Toronto.
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20 years ago

Tuken from the lisue of the Freo Proas
Thussday, December 9, 194H,

Erin Togwnship elecltprs on Monda
relurned Goldwin Burt ox reeve for 1949,

Deputy roeve George Clark wos clocted by
. seclamation, : - T

- Voled-in us deputy reeve for Acton ut
the olections Monday was Ted Tyler.. L.
Holclhien, T. Nicol and W, Mcleod we
councillors, The Public Utilities
Commibsmlon will he C.

N MucArthur und Reeve Theron Jones, who

THE FIRSY FALL of snow caught this ' reminder that winter's icy blasis will

birch tree with leavas partly shad but

e

faw still rustod in the wind, chilly

follow.

(Sraft Pholo)

Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley

We'll never forget Mrs. Popovich, My
wife phoned from the bus station the other
dav, just home fram her weekly stint
college. “Bill, 'm in a terrible mess.” |
groaned silently; **What is it this time?"

To cut a long story short, she had
started out with a little act of Christian
charity, or plain humanity, and wound up
with a problem that would have made the
Good Samaritan take to his heels.

Mrs. Popovich has Parkinson’s Disease.
She can walk by inches. On a good day, she
might travel 40 feet in 40 minutes, possibly
falling flat on her face twice during the
procedure.

My wife helped her onto the bus in the
city. Four days later, we practically hurled
her onto a bus going back to the city. ’

In the intervening time, she was a thorn
in the spiritual side, a scorpion in our
minds. In short, we worried like hell about
her. 2

She is sweel, and she has faith, and she
has a sense of humor. . And she's us
stubbaorn as a mule.

She had come here to visit the Shrine,
with a view to a spot of faith healing. The
Shrine is closed in the winter. No priests,
no services. Just a big, dark, cold church.

We got her settled in a motel room on
street level because she can’t climb steps,
Arranged for hot food and drinks to be
brought to her. Visited her. Made her
promise to phone her daughter to come
and get her.

She was adamant. Saturday, somehow,
she pot to the Shrine by cab. It takes ten
mir.utes (o get her into or out of a car.
Told the cabbie to come back -in two
houss. Door of church was locked. She sat
for two hours, high on a hill-top, in a bleak
November wind, on the steps ot the Shrine.

Sunday, after checking by phl..!ﬂﬂ'. we
took her to the Shrine. Two hours hard
labor. Church like a holy barmn.

~ She did begin to see that it was all a bit
trustless and agreed to take a bus back to
the city on Monday. After an hour's
struggle, we got.her onto the bus, which is

gt Cé(em

Children are more susceptible to
carbon monoxwde poisoning than
adults because they breathe deeper
and take in the gas more rapidly,
says the Ontario Safety League.

- - L

A newspaper artist in  British
Columbia has suggested a new
cogt-of-arms for Canada. It would
have the grouse as the national bird
because Coanadians are notorious
complainers, and the weeping willow

as the national tree for the same -
reason, and vichysoisse as the nationa)

dish because we are cold, half
French, and hard to stir.

three minutes from the motel. Another
chap and | carried her aboard.

Cane, bogguge, purse, all in place. And
the bus driver's look said loud and clear,
“How can you be so rotten as to pour your
poor old mother onto a bus when she can't
even walk? What kind of people are you?"

I guess this is because my wife kiwed
her goodbye, and 1 patted her shoulder,
And his voice said, “Who's going to help
her off the bus?”

And we've been haunted ever since by
her dark, sad eyes, and that sweet smile,
and that indomitable spirit: “If 1 don’t
keep going, I'll be in o wheelchair for the
rest of my life.”

What got both of us was the coldness
and the eager curiosity of the onlookers.
The only person who offered aid, the chap
who helped me carry her onto the bus, was
a rough-looking character who was
obviously a junkie or an alcoholic. He said
he'd look after her.

What a paradox! All those well-fed,
well-clothed, well-looking people sat there
and watched, as though it were a horror
movie. And the only guy in the crowd who
looked as though he needed help himszlf
ﬂig:"'WE have to help one another, don™t
we’

A certain Levite was mugged, rolled and -

left to die. Two of his own race passed,
One didn’t wanna get involved. The other
was late for church,

And a Samaritan, an alien, heard his
groans, and saig, "Oy, boy, what's with
you? You don’t look so guod."” And bound
his wounds and found him an inn with
wall-to-wall,

And was probably charged for
practising without a license. | often wonder
what became of the Good Samaritan.
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wai uecluimed’ st the nomination meecting,

S. G, BenneH, owner of Scotedale Farm
uid president of Beurdmore und Co,, won
muny . prizes ut

Chilcuyo,

Consdderation will have 1o be given to
idcreasing sccommodation ut “the public
whool in 1949, it was reveuled in o repott
from the hwpector ut 4 ppbllc sehool bourd
mieeting this week. -

Mike Cox hud three riby broken during
a hockey game with Georgetown. Acton
mansged to trim the “gentle” Rulders and
ulsy won o dechidon over Oukville on
Thuredsy. They are in first pluce,

S0 years ago

Tuaken from the lssue of the 'F ree Press,
Thursday, December 12, 1918,

At -a meeting of Guelph physiciuns
recently it was decided to increuase the fee
for o first call from 32 to $2.50 und that
for subsequent calls from $1 to $1.50.
Some of the doctors clabmed that the
actually lost money on muany of thelr culls
into the country, and the rates for countyy
calls were increased considerubly. The new
fees go into effect at once.

Dr. Frederick D, Pridham, a U, S.
medical student for four years at work on
bone diseases has discovered that double
nitro oxide salt applied to sections of the
bone causes absorption of diseased marrow
and healing of the bone disease from the
inside toward the surface results,

Mr. John Williamson, who recently sold
his splendid farm, lot 25, con. 6,
Naossagaweya, two and a half miles west of
town, to Mr. Charles Oldham of Ufford,
Muskoka, will hold a clearing sale on
Wednesday, 18th inst.

Mr. and Mrs. Blow of Woodstock, are

spending the weék at the home of their .

gon, Mr. Fred Blow, Church St.

- Salt and

Pepper

by hartiey

What was Ontario like 75 years ago?

Maybe gramps can tell you some pretty
good stories about old Upper Canada when
he was a boy, running around barefoot in
the puddles on muddy roads but Lovell’'s
Gazeteer of British North American has
done the statistical side up brown.

Published in 1895,. this particular
edition was lent me by Don Hilts, of
Rockwood. He's been accumulating
historical items almost as fast as the Royal
Ontario Museum, most of them related to
Rockwood but others like this book
covering a pretty wide territory.

In this particular hard bound edition
there is “‘reliable information concerning
the climate, soil, industries, history and
statistics of the Dominion of Canada,
Newfoundland, the different provinces and
their counties, as well as accurate
descriptions of over 7500 cities, towns,
villages and settlements and fully 1,500
lakes and rivers in British North America.”

Quite a mouthful, itn't it? But the book
contains almost all the figures worth noting
except for the number of people with store
teeth. It catalogues every hamlet in Britith
North America where a pioneer szt up a

tent or brewed a spot of tea.

It's interesting to sée the relative sizes
of some communities compared to their
tize and population -today. For example,
let's see what the book says about Acton,
It was Acton West in those days.

ACTON WEST-An incorporated village
in Halton County, Ontario, on a branch of
the River Credit and on the Grand Trunk
Rivers. It contains six churches, Methodist,
Presbyterian, Church of England, Disciples
Baptist and Catholic, 28 stores, three
hotels, a grist mill, a taw mill, two planing
mills and a stave and thingle factory, two
glove factories, five tanneries, several
thops, a bank, and a printing office issuing
a weekly newpaper, also a telegraph,
express and telephonz office. Population
1209. -

Acten has grown 2 bit tince then, We're
crowding 5,000 now but we haven't got a
telegraph and express office. Yet, the old
town has changed, critics to the contrary.
Take a look now at neareit neighbons
to the weit. Rockwood, for instance.

ROCKWOOD-A flourishing post village
in Wellington County, Ont., on the River
Speed and on the Grand Tvunk Raliway,
41 miles west of Toronto, It has extenxive
witer power and contains four churches,
one telegr office, one large woollen and
one glove [aclory, several stores and hotels

Hupsen, - R, _

_ + herds of sheep. Never has t)
the Hvedtock show In, e d I

'I‘uliun_ fronm the baue of the Free Preoss,
Thurday, December 7, KO3,

Winter wus ushered in lust Sunday in
real old fushioned syle. Tu the moming,
churchyoess fud to plow their way through
banks” o), the beuitiful snow. With the

. fulling snow, there was u strong wind and

at thimey o mild hliz2urd prevalled. Towards
ovening {he winds modersted und the
tempeérature fell to zer. The weuther since .
hus boen cleur und cold. Sleighing is good.
‘Far yeurs the Turmers of the county of
Hulton have been sufferng serious loss
through the astiucks of dogs upon their
f:_wﬂ of

worthless, ravenous dogs about the coynty
been maore -apparemt  thun  this  yeur.

Towmhip councily have heen obliged to

vate umounts o partislly recoup furmers .

Nor their losses  uggregating on  severul

occusloaw  conglderably  over o hundred
dollars at u vingle sitting, Something dioutd
be done about these worthless curs,

~ The new post office ut Crewson's
Comer will take a few customers from
Rockwood post office, it is expecled.

Severul of our cilizens uyre suffering:-
from lu grippe.

Rev. T. Albert Moure of Dunnville, 4
former editor of this journal, will spesk gt
the meeting of the Epwaorth League on his
populur theme “Muting and Mismating'.

The youngsters ure having o jolly time
“jumping on bobs" now that deighing is
hiere again. If accidents are to be averted, 4
trifle more care will have to be tuken,

For shame! An old lady was found in o
half-sturved condition in an old house at
Berlin lust week. She is ahout B0 years of
gge und though having well-to-do childgen,
has to shift for hauel[?

100 years ago

A strange metullic substance has been
found in the township of Binbrook, county
of Wentworth, It is of a light color, much
like silver, und although long known to the
residents as existing in large quantities, has
never been submitted to proper testing.
Hamilton Times says that during the War
of 1812 it was uged by militiamen for
bullets, first supposition being the ore was
fesd. It was found, however, to be
considerably hurder than that metal,
insomuch as to prove injuricus to the
musket barrels,

coles

and one raw, one thingle, one oatmeal and
two flouring mills. Gray lime for building
purpotes is manufactured here. Population
550,

* Those were the days my friend, yes
those were the days. Rockwood was a busy
manufacturing centre, a tmall Manchester.
Over in Eden Mills there was quite a bit
doing too.

EDEN MILLS-A post village n
Wellingten County on a branch of the
River Speed. It contains one store, a hotel,
3 r!"gur mill and a pump factory. Population

Another busy tpot was EVERTON. The
book says it was a post settlement in
Wellington County, four miles from
Rockwood. It contains two churches,
Disciple and Methodist, three stores, one -
hotel, one flour and one taw mill, one
telegraph, one express, one telephone
office and one wathing machine factory.
Populstion 200.

They weren’t letting any grais grow
under their feet in Everton then, eithers.
Over in LIMEHOUSE the Chamber of
Commercé must have been out for lunch
when Lovell's Gazxateer representative
arrived. Limehouse was a bustling village
then with a population of 700 but all the
books gives its location 32 miles from
Toronto on the G.T.R.

SPEYSIDE had a population of 110,
contained one store, ane tannery and two
saw mills 75 years ago. It is located on
Speyside Creek, five miles from Acton.

BALLINAFAD had a population of 150
in 1895, A post village in Wellington
County, tix miles from Acton and
Georgetown stations on the G.T.R. and
seven miles from Erin on the CPR. It
contains two churches, Methodist and
Presbyterian, one store and a hotel, Mails
daily. .

GEORGETOWN, an incorporatad
' with & population of 1509 was s far
cry from the small city it is today. On the
River Credit, and on the G.T.R., 29 miles
northwest of Toronto. It coniains six
churches, Episcopal, Catholic
Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist and
Congregationsl, one bank , two
telegraph offices, paper mill, mill,
wallpaper factory, knitting machine
factory, foundry snd machine
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