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Yosef Drenters restores old Academy

The historic Rockwood
Academy, alma matcr of
railway magnate James J.
Hill, Ontario Premicr A, S.
Hardy, Hon. Sir Adam
Beck, United Church
Moderator Rev. Dr. T. A.
Moore and fapous baschall
player William Sunlcy i3
being restored.

Onec of the most fumous
" boarding ﬁﬂ]]l’}fﬂ;}r boys In
- the province a drgd .and

. some odd \yeurs ago,' thé
' stong bullding has
stood” vacynt . cxcept . for
~ owners whe lived in it, since
1883, {t'>whs  decaying
slowly’ as the: years' wert by
when 29, year.old Yosel
Drenters | bought it for
$8,000." "

Drenters  arrived n

concluded the pnesthood
was not for him. He worked
as a cowboy n the west, as
a miner in the Yukon, as a
lumberjack 1n British
Columbia and then came
back to work as a hund on
his father's farm in Eramosa
towpshp. :
Now Yoscf Drenters lives
and works in the old school

restoring the clegance of o
Jbuilding

founded . by
‘Quakers with a0 loye “of
learning. Obsessed- with
desire’to ercate he niade his
first sculpfure 'in 1958, ‘He
called" it ."Mothey and
Child." '

Since that tinlc,hi;;_wm'k-‘é.

have catapulted Drenters
into prominence as one -of
Canada's

best Known o

have discarded as “jnk™ he
has fashioned figures of
burnt, oiled wood which
have uphfted the human
spirit and brought o demand
for s work.

His debut exhibition sold
out. The CBC filmed o
documentary on lam, But
he's  still o simple D man,
absessed with restormg the
old Academy on  the

outskirts of Rockwood, His -
“abor on the old school hak .
sOonmetimees

taken
precedence over his gareer
as’a sculptor but he achieves

the wune satistaction from
fashioning  tigures  or
restoring buildings.

Last weekend Yosefl

Drenters opened part ol the

restored Academy  to
visitors and they came from
a wide radws to look at has
work and the sculptures he

has created. Since creativity |

runs in “the family il was
only. natural  his  father,
Joseph,

resident, - and it brother

Andre from Alton should -
exhibit their work too in

the large restored workshop.

- The Acton

Jounded
would approve of the work

Rockwood

on  the "bottom  of  the
Academy.

fhis works are not
without erttics. Some have
called them “totems:™

His Liborious work on the
old " Academy s pradually
bringing buck to the prey
stone bullding the elegance
it once had as a leading
Upper. Canada school,

The old Quakers who
the Academy

Yosef Drenters is doing., I
reflects their philosopliy of
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Canada from Bélgium at the . creators -of  art. . Working - _ it . .
age of 20, a student from with old farm implements S—

the seminary who and objects "which people
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FOR.

‘FULL VALUE

OF YOUR

TAX DOLLARS

AND CONCERN FOR
UNNECESSARY

DEBENTURE DEBT

YOSEF DRENTERS with one of his most recent
works, a man praying for peace, has atiracted
attention from art lovers oll over the contin-
ent. The unique compotitions are fashioned
fram material most people would classify as
“junk”. Drontars came to Canada from Bal-
qgium and worked ss a lumbaerjack, minar and
cowboy befare returning to his father's house
near Rockwood. A few years ago he boughi
the historic Rockwood Academy and is restor-
ingy it.
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"MAYOR

(S1aff Pholo)

OBRJECTS IN ONE of the rastored schoo! rooms
of the Rockwood Acadamy are examinad by

“visitors over ths woeakend. Included in tha
display were desks and ink wells uted by stu-

dants, the ornate front gate leading to the
tchoo! which Yotef Drenters has restored and
various historical articles relating to the Aca-
demvy's history. (Staff Photo)

b Good Reasons
\Why You Should §
Buy This New

L 1968 F - .d [
g YHIS SCULPTURE, “Pionecoar Family"” was com-
| )t ] pleted by Yosef Drenters eight yaars ago and
Dryer!

Mudal DEASHN, Snowcrast White

is now owned by the University of Windsar.
It was part of the display at the Rockwood
Academy over the weekend and Mr. Drenters
said it is on its way back to Windsor after
being used by the CBC in a Christmas TV
special. (S1aff Photo)

Ywo Cycle Timer! | No-Stoop Lint Screen! !

Durable Press Care

Frigidaire-dried Durable Press
clothes coma out rdady to wasr—
without ironing! Craaces 1n. Wrinkles
out. Crisp and smooth all ovarl

Puts you in command of drying time Right on the door where it's easy 1o
for each load. No-haat cycle makes - redch and clean. Fine mesh Dacron
siring and fiutfing pillows easy! Spe design traps even Liny lint particies!
cial sattings for Durable Press items.

THE PRICE! '
AS LOW AS

s o

Illqr“r". [

charge,. plus 4.-yaar Protechion : T
Pian \parts oniy) for furnithing replace - X5 C R
ragnl Pu:' any defactive part af the drnvae A E: 5 ke .~
sysleam, conuishing of drum hafl. dium . e 1317, v

kaaring. pultays and drive molor Back : . . o T 3
by Canaral Molors! ' i3 . i “;’:h

NATIONWIDE
- WARRANTY!

I-yaar Warranty Tor repas of any daltact

Gauntle Flowing Heat!

Pampars all your fabrnics—dries
tham bil soft, fredh as &l out-
doors! And Flowing Haat is sale — -2t A
can't harm evan delicatss! o . TR

- MAN NING ELECTRIC}
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JOSEPH DRENTERS SR., & part
his own right, created this
Immigrant”. Crownsd by a

is symbolic of the direction |
the Canadas, migrate. The bird o
heart of Canada while the

front stretchas its arms am

from ssa 0 taa.




