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" Yosef Drenters restores old Academy

The hutunc Rockwood
Academy, alma wmater of
railway magnate James J.
Hill; Ontario Premier A. S.
Hardy, Hon. Sir Adam
Beck, United Church
Moderator Rev. Dr. T. A.
Moore and famous baschall
player William Sunley 15
being restored.

One of the most famous
boarding schools for boys i
* the province a.hundred-und -

- ,some odd yecars ago, . .the

‘large stonec building , has
.stood _vacant except -for
. .ﬂwncrq who lived i in it, sinee
; T - was . decaying
slowly as the yé.lr*. went by
when 29 year old Yosel

concluded the priesthood
was not for him. He worked
as a cowboy n the west, as
a miner in the Yukon, us o
lumberjack in  British
Columbia and then came
back to work as a hand on

‘his father™s farm in Eramosa

township.
Now Yosel Drenters lives
and works in the old school

“restorgng the elegange: ol -a

‘building Inuml.cd by

Ouakeys - ‘with

learning. ﬂlnu.m..d “with a

desive to create he made his

first -u,ulrrtun: in- 1958, {je.
L,JHL{I it M“Mather ,-:tml
( I' E l Ll ] i 1

Since that tmw lm works .

fove of

have discarded as “junk™ he
has fashioned  figures  of
burnt, otled wood which
have uphfted the human
spirit and brouwght o demand
for his work,

His debut exhibition sold
out. The CBC filmed o
documentiry  on him.-llu\
he's still a simple man,
obsessed with restoring the
old  Academy on- the
outskirts of 'Rockwood: Hiy

labor on the old school has -

sometimes taken
precedence dver his career
L) HLH'H[UT but he dLhIL’i’L‘-.

Joseph, a ..

" Andre

the same satisfaction from
fashioning ligures  or
restoring buildings,

Last weekend Yosel
Drenters opened part of the
restored  Academy  to
visitors and they came from
a wide radius to look at fas
work and the seulptures he
has created. Since creativity
rans i the family it was
only naturil - his father,
Rockwood
resident,  and -
from Alton
their work

should

exhihit (oo in

' 'thu l.m.l: restored workshop .

S founded
brothet. .
“Yosef Drenfers is doing. It
'n:fIL‘LIt. their phlhmr;}ily ol

on  the bottom ol the
Acuademy.

His works are not
without critics. Some have
called them “totems.”

His Liborious work on the
old  Academy s pradually
bringing back 1o the prey
stone building the elégance
it once had as o leading
Upper Canada school,

The old OQuakers
the  Academy
woutld approve ol (he work

whio

" Drenters " bought _it for
. $8,000, ‘ : R
Drenters  arrived

" Canada. from Belgium at the
"~ age of 20, a student_lrom
the' seminary who

“have | catapulted  Prenters

ltt ﬁd o if r’tc 101‘1:5%

creators  of art. Waorking ' _ . v -

with old farm implements
_and  obhjects which’ people

; “o : |
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YOSEF DRENYERS with ona of his most recent
works, a man praying for peace, has atiracted
attention from art lovérs all over the contin-
ent. The unique compositions are fashioned
fr:::rn material most people would classify as
“iunk”. Drenters came to Canada from Bel-
gium and worked as a lumberjack, minor and
cowboy before returning to*his father’'s house
noar Rockwood. A few years ago he houghl
the historic Rockwood Academy and is rostor-
ing it.

(Staff Photo)
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OBJECYS IN ONE of the restorad school rooms
of the Rockwood Academy are examinad by
visitors over the weoekend. Included in the
display were dosks and ink wells used by stu-

dents, the ornate front gate ‘leading to the
schoo! which Yotef Drenters has restored and
various historical articles relating to the Aca-
damy's history. (Staff Photo)

Good Reasons
hy You Should
uy This New
968 Frlgldalre

Model DEASH, Srmwcrest Whito

THIS SCULPTURE, "Pioneer Family” was com-
pleted by Yosef Drenters eight years ago and
is now owned by the University of Windsor.
It was part of the display at the Rockwood
Academy over the weekend and Mr. Drenters
said it is on its way back to Windsor after
being used by the CBC in a Christmas TV
special. (Staff Photo)

Two [‘.yclu Timer!

Puts you in command of drying time
for each losd. No-haat cycle makes
siring and flutfing pillows easy! Spe:
cial uttmgi for Durable Press items.

No-Stoop Lint Screen!

Right on the door where il's easy 10
reach and clean. Fine mesh Dacron
design traps even tiny lint particles!

A

Durable Press Care

Frigidaire-dried Durable Press
clothey coms out ready to waar—
without ironing! Creaces \n. Wrinkles
out. Crisp and smooth all overt

i
/
THE PRICE! - '
AS LOW AS

1695

&F

MANN|NG ELECTRIC

NATIONWIDE
WARRANTY!

warrantly lar reapsir ol any defect
Lﬂ.h‘;ut -!:hll.rl plus &-year PFrotechon
#an (parts only) for furnishing replace
mant for, any dil‘ut:u part of tha drive
system, consialing of drum shalt. drum
haaring. pullays and drive motar. Bacusd
by mnurul otarsl

Gentle Flowing Heat!

Pampers all your fabrics—dries
tham bl soit, freth as all out-
doorul And Flowing Haat is zale —
can't h.lrm $van d:lu:un!

i JOSEPH DRENYERS SR., a part time artist In
his own right, created this work called “The
Immigrant”. Crowned by a Cansda Goosa it
is symbolic of the direction Immigrants, like
tha Canada, migrate. The bird stands on the
heart of Canads while the human figure In
front streiches its arms embracing the country
. from sea to tea. (StaHf Pholo)




