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Time is running out. ..

The frustrations of politiclans at
the local level are building into o

‘tremendous pressiire as the province
still .trieg ‘to contain the need for_  proup andd nulmlum the sime expert

' larger u.mt.a. of umrﬂrnnwui ‘Fhe berm
regional government has gone .lruuly
undefined und hus thus taken on,-in
the ‘minds of muany, the feeling it is
the
problems. - - ;

Bt time is nmmm; ot I'ur the
'jyrnvinul* Ao take. utup»: to define -

l.-
E

regional uﬂ#&rmnml dnd implement

it on-some Inglull basis. That tinme is

running - out, is evident in- several

developments.

“ . Education will be rermi .II the,

cotnty  level .at the beginming . of
1969 and all school boards and
Boards of Education in Halton will
~ be menged. _

* Burlington Council has
approved an application  to  the
Ontario Municipal Bourd to obtain
city status, Degpite the advice it will
cost $160,000 more to aperite as o
city rather than a town,
municipal officials are opting for the
city title.

* Oukville councillors, hearing
Burlington was considering  city
status, proposed an amalgamation of’
Oakville and Burlington: and
~designation of the whole arca us
city. .Burlington chose to go it alone.

* Pecl County council has
proposed to  the province that
legislation be adopted to form the
Regional . Municipality of Peel.
Municipal Affairs Minister  Darcy
McKeough reportedly promised o

ultimnte umwu,r { TLIT hmt of

the -

reply to the brief within a month,
* Halton County huas &
commitice, patterned after the Peel

a8 Peek useld, to_ draft, u somewhat
- simfdlar giroposal for this county,
The Plynkett Report on  locul

povernment has been duly interred,
hr'li.nll.}
" legislutors held Aov it to provide' tl'u: :

despife  the high  hopes
final- word on
1nl::r|1n- ation of

povernment. - -
' Ihg Smith Repdrt on Tuxation

has * been . received with ity

bR \n’t‘l"}"ﬂ‘l‘lﬂ L

T endorsemtn of lirger Torms of locul

government  and the Select
committee © has  reported on  that
report. It too called for early action
on  regional  government noting
particalarly  that  people wemore
ready for it that povernment action
would indicate. -

The only other outstanding
report on the arca seems to be, of all
things, a report  titled  the
Metropolitan Toronto and  Region

CTramsportation Study. It's the report

for which a group of officinls set out
to consider transportation and ended
up  setting sceveral possible
development patterns for o vast area
of the province. A specinl meeting on
the study was held here recently.,

~ Municipalitics have been given to
the end of the year to comment on
this report, which would mdicate
little action on it may be evident
betore mid- 1969,
Time is running out, though.
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Perhaps the best comment on the
recent hudgel in which a two percent
increase in personal income tax was
-included, is this eloquent and
indjgnant  letter from a  small
buginicssman in a recent magazine.

" Dear Editor:

I regret that the condition of my
bank account has delayed payment
of my subscription.

My shattered financial situation
is due to the effect of federal laws,
provincial laws, municipal laws,
county laws, corporation laws, liquor
laws, traffic laws, by-laws, outlaws
and inlaws.

-These laws compel me to pay
excise taxes, municipal taxes,
business taxes, custom taxes, sales
taxes, and fédera! and provincial
income taxes.

In addition, | am forced by the
strong arm of the law to pay for a
business licence, dog licence, hunting
licence, fishing licence and marriage
licence. _

For miy own protection, | carry
life insurance, hospital insurance,
liability insurance, burglary
insurance, property insurance, fire
insurance, rent insurance,
compensation nsurance, mortgage
mnsurance, accident insurance and old
age insurance.

My business is so governed that 1
am regulated, inspected,
disrespected,  suspected,  rejected,
dejected,  examined, re-examined,
summoned and fined, untjl 1 have no

time'ddelt to devote to the business -

itaell. |

I can tell you in all honesty, sir,
that but for a miracle which has
occurred 1 would not be in any
position to forward the enclosed
cheque. The wolf that comwes to so
many doors these days has just had
pups in my kitchen. 1 sold them, and
you get the money.

Yours etc.

What others say

I'm inclined to wonder about the
vilue to the county of the Warden
flying to Palm Springs California to
receive an award for a county film.

- The award was given by a group of

film-makers and could conceivably
be received by the man who made
the film. 1 understand the county
councillors were polled by telephone
for their opinion on the junket with
a majority voicing support. 1 still
doubt the necessity of such a jaunt.

Jun Dills in The Canadian
Champion.

@ Photos from the past

A THIRD MCTURE of Sir Harry Brittain
follows up the two that appeared hare
last weak. In this one, the crest that he
presented from Acton, England, to Ac-

ton, Ontario is clearly thown. It hangs
now on tha town hall wall, just cuhide
tha council chambar. Frae Preis editor
H. P. Moore is picturad with Sir Harry.

n.'},imlul :

THE BRILLIANY COLORS of avtumn have
fadad in the November haze, while na-
ture's harvest of barrias and fallen

leaves await first snows in the quiol
stillnoss.

(Stafl Photo)

Sugar and Spice

by

bill

temileay

Last month, I wrote of my annual tove
affair with September. It seemed to hit the
spot. Fan muil doubled, from two to four
lettors, 1 even received o declaration of love
from a lody who ghall be nameless.

But October is another matter. [ think
we Conadians love it in o different wiy,
this most glorious month of the year, 1t’s
the month when we wake up, come alive,
feel the bload coursing
" hardening artériss.

It's a shattering experience for someone
from another country to visit Canada in
. October. They are used to a change in the
fall. Their leaves turn pallid browns and
yellows. But when they see o vista of
woods and water on a golden Canadian
October day, they are literally stricken
breathless.

We say, “Pretty, ain’t it?" An lrishman
might say in awe, “Dear God, Himself has
dumped a rainbow, all but the blue, into
your woods. And the blue He has flung,
entirely, into your water.”

But the wvast, mad artist’s palette,
thrown across the country, is only part of
the October scene and mood.

There's a quickening of the spirit that .

infects everyone. Fall fairs, those stubborn
relics of a Jnmneer day, add their special
flavor. Parades and pumpkin pies, hot dogs
and horse races, and the warm, yellow wine
of a Canadian October day, are

unforgettable.

Hunters go into their special trance in
this month. They crouch in duck blinds,
they crawl through fences, they curse their
mistes. (And somelimes their missuses,
who can’t see the point of it all.)

Golfers go goofy in October,
desperately trying to get in the last few
rounds, losing bnlh by the dozen among
the fallen leaves, and praying for one more

good weekend.

Sailing enthusiasts snatch every chance
to get out in that perfect weather the
month =0 often provides: nice breeze,
warm sun, water so blue it makes your
heart leap. And so cold it makes your
hands ache. it

Off the cuff ..

First there was a bit in one
magazine that a scientist at
Lethbridge, Alta., discovered certain
varieties of seed gprow better if you
point them north. And faster. Then
in another magazine two days later,
researchers at Kansas State
University had found white meat is
juicier f you cook a turkey
upside<down. Finally a Manitoba
crop report full of bad weather,
water-logged fields, immature crops,
frost damage, sprouting in the swath,
and rotting. But it ended with the
sentence “Wild roses were in bloom
in the ditch two milgs east of Cross
September 1. Somehow the world
is alright.

-Ont. Federation of
Agriculture Bulletin

through our

October is ecstasy for the sport fan.
Waorld Series, pro hockey, and football at
its height. He can sit staring at the machine
until - he neuwrs senility and has to be
spoon-fed. _

Great month for the student, He has got
through that muddle of September, and
can now settle down to the serious business

of falling in love, falling behind in his

work, and falling into deep water, in that

- order.

And then, there's the burning of the
leaves, a ritval which should be on the
Canadian coat of arms. There's o
tremendous satisfaction in scooping up a
bushel basket of dry leaves, piling them on
the fire on a dusky Octcber cve, and seeing
the orange and yellow flames spear
skyward, searing the telephone wires.

Every year, | feel o pang of pity for the
apartment-dweller, with no leaves to burn.
e's like a kid who never gets o firecracker
of his own to set off on the 24th of May.

And when does the city-dweller ever get
the sheer, human satisfaction of seeing o
sprightly north-west breeze pick all the
leaves off his lawn ond deposit them
accurately on the lawn of his neighbor,
who hates leaves and is always trying to
keep his lawn raked?

And the thrill of the apple crops. The

coft little fruits of September, the peaches
and pears that go rotten so quickly, are
gone. And you drive through the orchard
couptry, trees drooping with red, and you
pick up a busghel of spies, and you bite, and
the juice spurts right over your shoulder.
Food for the gods. Provided their teeth are
not falsies.

And there's just enough sadness, as
October nears its end, and days shorten,
and trees bare, and gloomy November puts
his clammy nose over your shoulder, to
heighten all the joys of this most
rematkable month, and make it something
that is distinctly Canadiun and distinctly
you.
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20 years ago

Tuken from the lasue of tho Freo Press,
Thursduy, November 4, 1924H,

More Hydro shortuges umd no
improvement in xight, S0 be prepared for

cmaore cutx. Appurently 1o ane khows how
. bud the Hydriy mess really i,

The United Church wus re-opened this .
week with  un impressive ‘service  after

-cxtuuilw resiovatjonk. Therg v u new choly

arfangemont  for -scating und o Lh.uu,cl

 effect 1o the fmul ol thd winclasiry,

The curling vink walls uye Lo be made

- wfe sy the youngsters of the town will he

.ﬂ'ilt to enjoy skuting there,”

The Baptist, Acton’s oldesf J.Imuh
celebruted s 1061h unniveriry on 'Huuduy
Irunk Putch of

'l'. L]
 Televiddon .sets are uuumg tuy . the

llulkel and llH: price runge is between

-, 3700 ynd $KOO. But they ure ol t:ucutui

10 living in these purts yet. 5

Esguesing's new coammmunily centre Was ',

officially opened this week ot
Stewarttown. It will contain the municipal
offices, council chamber snd swembly hall
tor hold o lot of the social g.ullﬂmmi in the
township.

50 years ago

Taken from the wssue of the Free Press,
Thursday, November 7, 1914

In addition to the prizes referred to lust
week as won ot Georgetown fair by Jordun
Lawson, son of Chiel Lawson, he won My,
Fred J. Rarber's specials for best map of
the County of Halton and hest map of
North America. When it is known that
Jordan does his drawing with his left hand,
the right having been incapacituted through
infuntile paralysis, the credit to this bright
young draftsman is all the greater,

The cumpaign for the Victory Loan
started off particularly well in  Acton
District. The 10 per cent honor banner
wus won by the Acton Tunning Company
und Beardmore and Company the first day,

Braden- At Milton, on Saturday,
October 26, to Mr. and Mrs. J. A, L.
Braden, Barrister, twin' children, o son and
a daughter.

Salt and
Pepper

by hartley

To see yourself as others see you can be
a lesson in humility as well as being

enlightening.

Take the community we live in. It
hasn't had the explosive expansion of
towns closer to Toronto. Nor have we
stood still. Growth has been steady and it
seems the town now stands on the
threshold of large development.

People here are waiting to see whether
Acton is going to be like some of its
neighbors—a dreary succession of
subdivisions and shopping centres—-or a
well planned, balanced community.

Two nearby daily newspapers took a
keen look at Acton last week. One was
impressed by the audacity of the residents
of the town who weren't afraid to tackle
the giant CNR operation with one hand
and protest the decision to stop blowing
the Beardmore and Co. whistle with the
other. The second ran an article by a
former resident saying the old town really
hasn't changed much despite a few new
homes.

“Now for we pseudo-sophisticates in
the great urbanized industrial dormitories
of southern Ontario,” says the [first
mentioned editorial, “The sources of
hometown Acton’s civic concern may be
pretty corny stuff. A train station. A
factory whistle. Small potatoes to we big
city folk with our complex, complicated
and confounding problems.”

“However,” the paper points out,
“hasn't society for most of we httle people
become oo complex, complicated and
confounding?” It goes on to make a case
for getting rid of some of the big city
complexes by paying more attention to the
simple things of life. Although it doesn’t
say 10 it could have added as practiced by

the simple people.

““The materialistic society —the affluent
society—itn't a very happy wociety,” the
editorial continues,” . . . one of the reasons
is that far too few of us are taking time for
the simple things of life . .. and even the
simple protests.”

How does that make you feel? Like
you're some sort of anachronism left over
from the ice age? Take heart. The writer is
patting you on the back. "It may be
mickey mouse stuflf... and ho-hum
stuff . . . but it helps to give life meaning
and existing 3 purpose. It's great for
community spirit and community
identity,” e maintains.

A few of the fellows who fight the

75 years ago

Tuken lrom the lssue of the Free Prots
Thuuduy’, November 2, 1KOJ,

When  Exsquesing councll met In the
council I‘..II.HHI]EI‘I ul Byyuesing there was u
big list of clulme for sheep killed,
umounting to 3105, from Mrs. Robert
Sturrett, Alfred Owens, J. C. Cook, Wm.
Houre, Chiristopher - Conk, Wm. Shortil), A.
). Mclean, Thos. Anderson, .

Mckinery, John Pecles andYohn Evans, ~ .

. have  nol
‘rebullding of the woollen factory which

. Limehouse will -ever a
“this
JamiMton us .

. guest speukor. There was uls speciul nmm -
" “Which wus much enjoyed. LY. -

colew

Quanticg,

Mevurx, Newton and Sons of Limehouse
defitiitoly  Uecided vn  the
wus burned down. It is very doubtful if
3in hear the'hum of |
importait  ndusfry.  Georgetown
capltulisty are very wnxlous o socure Hm :

-enterprise for that 10wn,

‘Sugcesslul in passing Hwh; exuininationy -

ut Lormwe school weee Alice Brown, Mina

d LBving,.
r. Liggic -

Guinble, Muggie Barnex, Ricl
Joseph -L!pfml, Mubel AI:HJH

'Mulmmld Loxie Gainhle, Jennle Cameron,

Ada Alexunder, Jumes McDonuld, Annie,
Nellie HBrown, -C Iliﬂlun
")W.u.khﬂﬂlﬂ', Ady l‘uwuund

100 years ago

Tuken from the issue of The Canadlan
Champion, Milton, October 29, 1HAK,

_The Greciun bend is being introduced
into the wilds of Erin. One young lady
(previoudy supposed to he sensible) has
adopted it. A number of gentlemen in
Milton the day after the County Show
were practising the Grecian bend, or a bend
of some kind, at least.

In Wellington Square on Monday night,
seine sucrileglous rascals broke into the
Temperance Hall and - broke open the
Sunday School library desk, scattering the
books around the hall and canrying off a
ginall  book containing the vurunury
contributions of the wcholars, They then
went to the Presbyterian Church, broke
into the vestry and carried off tome towels;
from thence they proceeded to the Roman
Catholic Church, but it is not fully known
what they took from it. It is not fully
known the amount of their depredations as
it was not discovered until Wednesday,

traffic each dsy from the city or the
lakeshore and find peace at night in our
borders must be wondering about that
sophisticated stuff. They'll probably be
acking how life differs in a town like Acton
from cities like Oakville or Guelph.

The electric lights have been here for
quite a few years. We even got indoor
plumbing. We aren't such terrible hicks as -
vou fellers in your “ultra-expentive
megalopolistic environment” might think.
A few of the local blades have traded their
pintos in for Mustangs—with wheels. Some
of the folks has got telyvision. A few has
even got colored tubes.

Affluence? Some of the yokels has
enuff left over from their pay packet each
week to put some of it in the bank. Some
of their kids has got two pair of socks uince
they started wearing thoes. Some of thess
go past grammar school, through high
school and even on to univeruty.,

According to the article written by a
former resident the town still retains the
charm of an easy pace..There hain't been

“much in the way of change.

*Tain't right. | pasued at least a dozen
people last Friday afternoon | didn't know.
Couldn't have happened 10 years ago. The
old town's bursting at the seams. Don™
believe me? Try and find a place to lLive!

I'm afraid, in spite of what superficial
observers say or write, that we aren’t much
different that our city couuns. We are just
as harried. We worry about whether the
train stops or not because tometimes we
are in a hurry to go somewhere and we'd
like to be able to hop aboard.

We like the five o'clock whirtle because
we haven't go. time to consult our
watches. Have to hurry 0 we can it
around the cracker barrel at the ganeral
store and swap stories. We even got two
“jolly boxes™ over on the east end. Some
folks call them goveérnment dairies.

It's true we don't worry none over big
problems like the city fellas. That
“Archer” in front of the Toronto city hall,
for instance. Looks more like a whale's
tooth to some of us. Others call it great art.
Big problem. Glad we haven't got it.

Nearest we came to a purzler like that
was when the dredges pulled a big log out
of Fairy Lake last year. Some folks said it
looked like the Loch Ness monster, Others
said it looked more like & waterdogged 10g.

You wse. We're not much different from
our cily cousins.

\

Robert ..



