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N A Commuriit'yhpres_enis ‘its case

Brief I from Chamber of Commerce
_.ﬂnd Developqenl Commission

First it should be made clear to all concerned that the Acton
Chamber of Commerce does not support “featherbedding™ of any
kind, nor do we believe in doing busiriess in an irrational or
‘uneconomical ‘'manner. However, we do believe that the concept of.
© service is a valid, even necessary, approach to doing business.”
' The Town of Acton is a manufacturing town, moreover it is an
. exporting town and in the days when export figures were published
Acton exported more than Georgetown and Brampton combined. In

1965 our exparts amounted to'a Frattion less than $20 million and -

of course. our’ impprts were of corresponding - nignificance,
approximately $11 millipn. Coed : . =3 o

-

" I suggest that & town 'which mwcs'god-ds- for $3I'Imillinrl per a

year provides a, gdod ecanomic background for anyone in the
transportation busidess, and .prabably .ohe of the reasons why this
" .. tdéwa_can show these high manufactiring figures is that the C.N.

decided to huild a station here. - ‘ -
"* To do business you must have a
to their satisfaction.’ ;

The Chamber recently surveyed all industries and commercial
enterprises in. Acton and all answers received declared themselves
dissatisfied with the Canadian National Railway’s attitude to’doing
business. Thote who did not answer when queried replied that the
C.N. did not care about their views. Their beliefs were that the
Canadian National was following a master plan of closing stations in
smaller towns everywhere and nothing we could do or say would
stop it. Enclosed is a sample of the Chamber of Commerce
questionnagire. S :

Of course, the C.N. still provides Freight and Express service to
this town, but in a manner which is much less attractive to its
customers. Personally, I often picked up my shipments at the station
at 8 o'clock in the morning, rather than waiting for delivery by the
local carrier. In those days, we invariably had overnight tervice from
Toronto . . ,

We, in the Chamber, believe that the C.N. station has
contributed to this Town's buinsess life and, although we cannot
document it, we believe the C.N. has derived a reasonable profit
from its operation here. We have not heen sthown anything to the
contrary, neither has the C.N. provided us with any proof that it will
derive o greater profit from operating under a Kitchener-Guelph
master agency plan.

It may be better for Canadian National’s bustiness in the whole
region, but we doubt if it is better for anybody in Acton to deal
with an out-of-town agent. .

We are also concerned with the future. It is conceivable that we
will need an intensified commuter service in the future. Some people
will be greatly inconvenienced immediately when this station is
closed. We fear that once closed it will be very difficult to have the
station reopened no matter what the need might be. Also, it is a
tafety feature to have an operator at the station since he could
receive and relay messages and in an emergency stop the train.

As this region becomes more and more urbanized and the roads
more congested, the C.N. will have many maore potential customers.
It is conceivable there will be a technical breakthrough in
transportation, making it possible to cheaply establish a GO-type
service between this region and Toronto, in which case the C.N.
station would be a valuable asset for all concemed.

We therefore recommend that if it is unavoidable to remove the
staff from the station, that the building be retained and kept in good

repair.
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Station Hearing

desire to serve your customers

high school brief brought up a

Brief from Rud Whiting M.P. Halton

Rud. L. Whiting, M.P, Halton, regarding the application of
Canadian Nltiﬂnnl Railways remove the agent at Acton, Ontario:

The closing of the Acton station next month by the Canadian
National Railway is, in my opinion, a direct reflection on the image
of Acton az a Community and a definite delerrept to.the Muturoe

Progr

prevent such action on the part of the Railway. /- :
It was just over-a year ago, October. 13, 1967 to
Mr. R. T. Vaughan, VicePresident of the ‘Canddian

hﬁlﬁtmal

Railways wrote o Dr. Harry Harley whorat thygt time was Federal -

representative_fof Halton County, advising him that the first stages

of implementatien of what the Rajlwiy calls the Master Agency plan .

‘would be put into effect on November 6th of that year.
This lirst siage My. Vasghan pointed out, involved the taking

away of ceitain work from the station and placing it in the hapts of =

the Master Agency in Guelph, but that the Agent woyld remain on

the premises but would not carry oul any work as far as the public

was concérmed. This was to be in. the nature- of ah experimental

. period which would probably last until mid-January or early

February of this year. ;

The Railway further stated that following this tria] period, the
whole matter would by reviewed and looked atin the Jight of
whether an application thould be inade to the Canadian Trnsport
Commission for nppmw to institute the Master Agency plan in this
area. Apparently the Matter was reviewed by the Railway and o
decition made in the light of its effect on railway operations alone.
No users of the railway were atked to give any facts or express their
views as to| the -effect of this rearrangement of service. It wonld
glmost appeay to be a case of the public be damned.

. Only now in this hearing are the Municipality, organizations,
and individuals being given the opportunity to express their views.

Only now is this being done, after advertisements have been
prepared for the local press and announcements to bé sent through
the mail announcing the demise of the C.N.R. station in Acton, and
its replacement by the Master Agency plan. ;

We are aware that the Master Agency plan has alrcady been

introduced by the Railway in various areas throughout the country
in order to effect internal economies. This as citizens, we must
applaud. The Canadian National being a Crown corporation, any
operating savings reflect directly on the Canadian taxpayer.

However, there is also a question of equity involved in this plan.
In order to save money for the railway and the rest of the country,
the people of Acton are being asked to pay a high price. One single
but costly example which was brought to my attention was
clearance of thipments “In Bond”. These must now be done in
Guelph and while certain companies heretofor enploved their own
brokerage department, they now have the added cost and
inconvenience of using a Customs Broker in Guelph.

But equally important to added costs and inconvenience, people
will endure these things if they feel it is for the common good, is the
psychological ‘effect of this move on the Community.

Acton has a lot to offer to prospective industry. It is a town
beautifully situated in a setting of agriculture and unspoiled
surroundings. It is close to Metropolitan markets and populated
areas. It is a town with a progressive plan for orderly development.
Action as envitaged by the Canadian National would, in my opinion,
have a retragrade effect that would be difficult to ameliorate.

One of the reasons why the people of Canada have been willing
to support the Canadian Nationa! Railways was because -of the
unifying and development influences they have been able to exert.
The people are willing to recognize a certain deviation from practices
inherent in the private enterprise system on their part.

In the closing of the Acton station as propozed by the Canadian
National Railway, it is my opinion that the welfare of the people of
Acton is a much more important consideration than any economic -
gains on the parl of the railroad,

ess of thﬂ*!uum. I thercfore, Unequivocally endorse any action |
. of the. Municipality and the_ citizens of " the Town in an. effoct to -

be ‘t!'!ﬂm.l:i that -

Caccommodates to our industeial needs, Xeton is-in o 40 mile radiug

Brief from Student Council
Acton District High School

Student Brief Re CNLR. Closing of Acton Station:

The reason for this student brief regarding the closing of Actun’s
ruilway station is to show that the young people of Acton are not
apathetic towards community affairs. They realize that they are the
ones who will live. with decisions that are made today. The student
bady of Acton.High luive demunstrated their opinion on this matter
througly a poll conducted af the school An overwhelmifig-mujosity of

: . ¥ ~ : S
92 percent are apposed to the closing of the stution. After o detailed

B v . - - : e : it
analysis into fhiv contraversial ‘matter this committee has arrived at
3 : z " R T ¥ 3
several conclusions. It feels that this student brief should receive an -

‘Unbiased gnd josi consideration: .

FROM AN ECONOMIC VIEWPOINT | , ,
The CNRs lagk of proper services las in the padt caused

CACton industry o adopt other modes of freight transportation
‘Which:has proved mare. costly tothent and results in no business for

C.NLR. Tiis trend shoyld net have Ao continue if the CNLR.

of Toronto angd is in the centre of a highly indust rial .area which

.should show that it .is.beneficial to CN. to have "here un open

.- L "

station, : . :
As taken from the Oct, 16, 1964, isstue of the “Acton Free.

Press” the annual report of C.N. showed passenger service was a
profit making operation for the year . 1967, Therefore we conclude

that the C.N.R, cannot be Tosing money and is using this as a poor .

eNCuse.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT -

Acton is a dormitory town with one thied of the population
working outside of town and with one third of the labor force from

ot of town. Acton isan ideal spot for the overflow of Toronto area

residents to make their home. In the past 15 years two new
subdivisions have been constrocted and another is getting underway
in the spring. It is necessary that there be an equal balance of
industry and residential ixpayers to prevent an overload of taxes on
the residents as was the case in Oakville. Unless railway facilities are
provided new indostries will exclude Acton from their choice of
future sites and the proper halimce will be upset. Is it necessary to
remind you that the C.NLR. 15 a government company into which
every taxpayer in Acton has been paying for aover o century.

SERVICE VIEWPOINT

An example ol the deplorable service to this community was
Hlustrated less than 48 hours ago. Two telephone calls were placed,
ane i the morming and one in Lite eveming. In both calls the Zenith
number listed, connected us with the freipht service which has no
avatlable mformation concerning passenger schedules. In one call
passenger schedules department was finally connected after a one
and o bl howr delay. We found that in order to obtain this
information, ore must call a long distance number. This is contary
to a weekly advertisement placed in the local newspaper. Previously
information and tickets were readily and easily avinlable,

FINAL CONCLUSION .

We feel that if the C.NLI. closes the station the railway or the
citizens of Acton should put the building to some constructive use
and not let it Ball to ruins. Tt s our opinion that if the C.NLR. is not
willing to provide a uselul service for Acton, then our citizens should
not be submitted to the air pollution, traffic hazard, noise making
and general puisance resulting from the passing of trains through
their community. Two weeks ago a woman was fatally injured in this
town. Therefore we think these hazards shguld be eliminated by
rerouling the railway line unless it can be of service to us.

We are paying for C.N.R. train service. We don’t have it, We
want it.

-~ Ad Hoc Committee of Student Council,
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{Continued from Page 1)

Probably the most lively part
of the meeting cnsued when
Jessie Coles and Mrs. Howard
Dwyer, speaking from their
experience os managers of mail
order offices, related some of
the problems they faced under a
master agency.

Miss Coles said she had been
working in the mail order office
for 13 yeors and has never had
to foce such ‘*‘shocking
conditions” before. She told of

countlegss occasions when orders -

didn't arrive, came only partly
or couldn’t be traced. “It's no
joke™ she told the railwaymen,
when vou have o face
customers with the sume stories
of puarcels not arriving.

“We had good service when we
had the express here,” she
muintained.

Mrs. Dwyer was
outspoken. The service 15 both
“rotten™ and “costly™, she said.
Simple little boxes arrive in
shreds after obviously sitting
somewhere. It tukes over a week
gometimes for parcels to arrive
from Toronte.

Mr. Rupert and Express
Supenintendent L. A, Wood both
gard that there were some kinks
to ron out yet in the master
plun but the lute shipments
weren't necessarity the tault of
the ratlway. Otten the deluy lay
in the plant or warehouse from

where they were shipped. o«

Brandishing capies of invoices
and bills  of lading. Roy
Goodwin challenged to CN.R.
on that statement and related un
experience he had had
concerning a  telegram  which

nunted out the importance of
E;mng an agency m Acton.

“These things didn't happen,”
gaid Mr. Goodwin, “when there
wis  service i Acton,  QOur
troubles didn't begin Nov. b,
1967. Our troubles begun when
the express moved away wn the
ficst place. I'd do anything now
but ship by express.™

Asked why he didn't complain
betore, Mr. Goodwin replied he
hid no opportunity to and no
choice but to look for a better
means of transportation. Mayor
Duby said this was the reason no
major industhies attended the
meatinvgs. Théy were happy with
other service now. -

Reeve Hinton stressed that the

equally

¥uﬂd point in planning for the
uture. He was concerned about
rapid transit and passenger
service s well as being receptive
to the idea of a dormitory town.

Goods and services are a hard
thing for ‘“‘laymen™ to
understand, however, the resve
said. He suggested the C.N.R.'s
master agency plan required the
same kind of intestinal fortitude
school boards must have to
implement new educstional

Loncepts despite criticism,

Local people had not taken
advantage of the situation the
railway created when it
withdrew service by substituting
service of their own. He
maintained the service shutdown
had been beneficial to local
truckers who now carried the
goods the railway lost, Many are
employed with these companics,
s0 the result is more jobs for
local people.

This brought a question from
Mrs. Dwyer who asked Mr.
Hinton how local companies
benefitted if. the station was
closed.

“What you are szaying is
nothing, really!'" she
admonished the reeve. “Do we
have local transport companies
delivering the express?”’
“NO--and the Acton company
thut bid for the contract, was
tumed down.V

The chairman said the express
didn’t matter in this meeting
because the railway would never
go back to delivering from tmall
stations. He stressed that the
meeting was to decide how a
man at the station would affect
business.

“Remove the agent,” said Mrs.
Dwyer, “and you are going to
lose any of the butiness you
have in Acton.’

Questioned by Mrs. Gloria
Browne and the nuyor, Mr,
Giles said Georgetown station
would remain open but he
thought Fergus was going to be
closed although he was unsure of
the latter,

Was Acton station losing
money? Not likely, answered
Mr. Gies who admitted the
raflroad had no mesns of
knowing whether a single station
lost or made maoney. \

“The C.N.R. has done
everything it could to do away
with the agent at “the Acton

Rud L. Whiting, M.P.

Producers honor
Legion Choraliers

{Continued from Page 1)

councillor Drinkwalter, clerk Joe
Hurst and the town engineer
were resent. The mayor
reported they were favorably
met.

Some of the residents who
signed 8 petition about the
drainage problem will attend the
next No. 2 committee meeting.

Problem of safety patrols and
crosswalks for the M. Z. Bennett
school pupils was discussed and
referred back to No. 2
committee,

A letter from the school
advited a student safety patrol
had been established at the
corner of Mill and Young St.,
and council’s support was asked
in the establithment of a
Department of Highways sign
and painted crosswalks.

The roads committee
informed the school they were
already considering crosswalks at
Mill and Wilow, Queen and
Acton Blvd. and Main St. at

Elizabeth Dr.
The problem arose with the

" ¢changed boundaries and shift

system.

station—even removing the
telephone and left him sitting as
a useless individual. The agent
knows this, too. The C.N.R. s
not giving Acton a fair thake if it
removes him and closes the
station,”” concluded Mr.
Goodwin.

The chairman siid he would
make his report to the Railway
Transport Committee and they
would make the final decision
on the matter,

Would the report be. made
public?

“No"”, Mr. Rupert said, clpsi
the books and adjourni
meeting.

Railway re

Croft,
D. Kinlock and Gord Soutey.

the

lilway representatives at the
included Mr. Giles, Don
A Wood, H. Sharpe, H.

Councillor Ted Tyler said it
would be better if the M.Z.B.
students walked along the side
of the highway to Acton Blvd.
and crossed there with the
crossing guard. “It's a matter of
changing the pattern™ he said. It
was pointed out there is no
sidewalk there,

Flashing lights will be installed
at the Mill and Park corner in an
effort to slow traffic on Mill St.
One red light will face Park Ave.
and the two amber lights will
face east and west on Mill, Other

solutions for the traffic problem.

here are being considered.

There are two more traffic
problem corners. A letter will go
to the Department of Highways
concerning the possible
installation of amber Lights at
Young and Eastern Ave., and at
Main and Guelph. B

The latter, near Toth's garage,
involves the junction of two
highways. Turnming  left  from
Highway No. 7 onto highway 235
north involves going up a grade
to the radroad track.

A traffic survey s
conducted here soun,

Deputy-reeve Dr. Oakes mused
a second or two and announced
“Bud McDonald was the reeve
when this problem first rose!””

At 3 committee meeting, the

tun be

clerk had been asked 1o contact -

several commercial
establishments to  request .
“clean-up”.  Councillor  Tyles
wid he noticed the work wus
being done at one place already .

Asphalting ot Peel St. ditches
will not be completed unul the
drainage on Churchill Rd. N.
finished.

Restrictions in’ heavy trattic
might be instituted on Churchull
Rd. S., due to the rpd
deterioration of the surface. The
clerk was to check with the
Dd_ﬁ:!tmcnl of Highways,

e meeting was unusually
short, ending at 9.30 p.am. All
council members were present
with clerk Joe Hurst,

FULL NUMBER

When an operator asked a long
distance caller at a  coin
telephone what number he was
calling from, she got no
response, :

“The number,”™ she explained,
*is:right there on the dial.”

After a brief hesitation, the
caller replied: **Oh,
1-2-3-4-5 6 -7-8-9-0."

$ apples

Scouts and Cubs raised about
$240 last Saturday, when they

Rotarians assisted with

-were the boys’ way of saying
“Thank you" for donations.

o v b,

L] MOORE'S

Wil
REGAL WALL SATIN

Interior latex paint

DRIES IN ONE HOUR

| So easy to apply
L SD&{J‘,’ wdler cleansy ey
W Finest color —eteit

Benjamin A

.

Henpaman -
| 'Moorep@m

HARDWARE

22 MiE S E.

LIMITED

853-2

* drivers is aga

held their yearly Apple Day. .

transportation. The shiny apples

with separzte roadways, a school
bus on the front of which two
red signallights are illuminated
with intermittent Mashes,
~ shall stop the vehicle before
reaching the school bus and shall
not proceed until the school bus
resumes motion’ or the -
signal-lights are no longer
Mashing,
“Milton

Must stop

This week's safety tip from
Const. T. R. Penrice, Safety
Officer of Milton O.P.P,
concerns school buses,

With the school term now in
full swing, the atiention® of
in directed to Sec.
94 (2) of the Highway Tralfic
Act: . ..

O.P.P. detachment
has again this week received

".'.‘;EL'. 94 “1]: WHE":- na Ithu{ﬂ- C:ﬂ'mpl‘!inil_ ﬂr : vﬂhiﬂiﬂi
bus is !mfPEd on u highway or disobeying this section. When
1

part of a highway on which the ;’““, are driving on our l}iBh“"'ﬂ}"
maXimum speed limited s LEASE be alert at all times. We

greater than 35 miles per hour do not want to have any of our
foy the purpose of rccci!-:ihg Or - children hurt, or. killed, by a

discharging ‘school children, the carcless ﬂfiﬁﬂ_l’ passing a ituchd
driver of a vehicle, © ;.- - tchool bus” says Const. Penrico.

- {a) when- ;wérinli'.'in[é a : . ek _
H. S. HOLDEN | -

sehbol bus on which the words
¥'3% Cork St. Epst

“do  not . pass  when  signals -
Mashing™ usre.- marked pnd. two,
: . ) ﬂﬂm‘ “ % g ' "-. L
Phone TA Z7i8: . - l

red signal-lights are illuminated
by.dntermitten't flashes: and " . )
©(b) 'when mieeting oh such x
highway, other’ thun a highway - JH
A VEIDTH S e
- i : ', - J .
HALLOWE'EN

'TRICK"OR TREAT |
Thursday, October 31

Just like magic your Hallowe’en Party is a
bewitching success . . . with our favors.

CANDLES, SERVIEYTES, DECORATIONS, COSTUMES,
MAKE-UP KITS, WIGS, FALSE FACES, MASKS

and many other spooky specials
SHOP NOW AND CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE SELECTION

Sse Our Large Assoriment of
HALLOWE'EN BULK CANDY

. Hallowe'en Gums, Jelly Beans, Harvest Mix,
" Kisses, Poanuts in Shell, ete.

also

Economy Pricod Packa{ﬁi of
® Bagged Chocolato Bars ® Bubble
® Suckers @ Potato Chips

Priced From 25¢ to 99¢ Pkg. |

'HINTON’S 5¢ fo $1. STORE

Yha Store That Glves Yeu a Batter Cholee — a Belier
' Quality — a Loewer Price

R VEIDP LG TS

Multiply

Gum

{imes!

Buy a highest-interest-yet Canada Savings
Bond at the Bank af Montreal and in 14 years
get back 2% times what you've put in. $250

for every $100 invested!

And
ou can buy
by instalments

The Bank of Montreal sells Canada
Savings Bonds by instailments as well as for
cash. You can buy yours for 5% down, balance
INn easy payments over a year.

°2.90
DOWN FOR A

°50.00

BONﬁD!

FORA" . FOR A

[ *500.00 °1000.00
BOND! BOND! |  BOND!
— O e A i~ ) S P %

Get your Canada Savings Bonds
mmtﬁm Bankanrﬁtreal |

Bank of Montreal

Canada's Frat Bank

al
n

*5.00
| FOR A

$100.00 |




