'Farmers unite to protest

higher land asses

Halton's farmers don’t plan to
accept their 1968 ameszment
increases sitting down. About
275 of them demonstrated their
opposition during s packed
meeting neay Milton last week,
and most of them
support Halton Federation of
| Iture in 3 mass protest
- they threatened to carry as far as
. "+ the Ontario Municipal Board.

" The 'Federation cilled
.Wedriesday's - meeting .-at the
e Masonic ‘Hall to allow County
" Amessor’ Rabert Bea and the
‘aysessors .of lqun_:&

" Nasvagaweya, Oakville
-~ - Bullington to expls

in why farm
“lsind *‘amsetsments gre doubling,

. * ttipling .and even qui;drupli:g . govern

this year. The five mep |

* farm land assessménts have been
. tpo -low for too long, and »
. re-adfustment ‘has, been made

over the past itwo years (o

Eut
' amessments ' back where, they .

belonged. Bona fide
farmer-to-farmer land - sales in
the past two years were studied
and average figures gleaned from
these sales were used to establish
the new values.

In 1966, Mr. Beach revealed,
studies showed farm land was
assessed for 20 to 24 per cent of
resale value, while the correct
percentage should be 33, or
one-third of market value. The
study was launched at the
insistence of the minister of
municipal affairs, the Hon. J. W,
Spooner, who told the 1965
assessors’ convention that 62 per
cent of 950 municipalities the
Department studied had serious
-deviations and discrepancies in
astessing. :

But the farmers who jammed
into the hall and gpilled out into
a hallway protested the planned
increases -and indicated the
aszessors had used some
speculative land prices. A market
gardener from Burlington
pointed out his assestment was
going from $400 to $1,200 an
acre, a 300 per cent increase,
and if his taxes went up
sccordingly he wouldn't be able
to continue gardening.

Another, when someone atked
for a definition of a bona fide
farmer, supgested it was “the
man in the squeeze.”

Burlington Assessor
Wiltiams spoke” first

Emest
to the

ed up to’

Another from uesing said
he moved to ton when
Etobicoke doubled farm
assemments. “We thought that
was the first shot, but they're
still shooting,”” he said, and
forcing the farmers right out of
the township. '

. A Burlington m_wn&ﬁd if
~ the gbvernment was at fault for .
- forcing _'th‘i'--

assessors. “‘Peoplé are “drawing
the manual ‘who .don’t know a

“thing. ‘about ' farming,”  he
. charged. Mr. Williams suggested

.he should address those remiarks

- Yo' Hilton Esst M,P.P, Jim Show .
who was also in'the audience:. -

" The sdmeé - man wm3id” the

as farmers

- An Esquesing man charged the
assessors didn't know a thing
about farming and were making
their assessments on the basis of
“how green the grass is.”

In answer to a Nassagaweya
man who felt industry should be
hit with higher assessments, Mr.
Beach xzaid the assessment acl
calls for equalization of
assétsing, not “‘who can best
afford' to pay’. Mr. Dunham
added that industry was already
paying its way, with assestment
on land and buildings plus a 60
per cent businets assessment,

us a mill rate nine or 10 mills

¢ than farmers pay.

Several farmers expressed
concern that the rising taxes
which they expect 1o
accompany increased
assessments, will squeeze out
every tmall farmer and leave the

tion omw the *

nent .forced farmers into
. & -milk marketing plan, Which
. gives .them tl_'l,ﬁ'nmevnﬂt prices

in . Northern ".and-

Eastern ‘Ontario-'who can buy,

. land for $100 an acre,br less, . '~ morey to pay il,” sugge

door open to large farming

ndicates.

“*Our land isn't worth
anything, until we want to sell
it,” said an Qakwvillo woman. She
gaid the assessoss and municipal
officlals expected the farmers to
keep up with those who sold
lan

in Etobicoke or Malton for
. $5,000 an acre and bought new

land in Halton at $2,000 an acre, *

“Another Oakville man

“wondered if larid fales were the

true method of establishing the-

“value: of farm land, “If T held -
_stocks and' my neighbor-sold His
_stocks, would you penalize me

for owning the xamé stocks, even .

-if I didn’t sell- them?"* he wanted
-td know. His simile drew cheers
guffaws rom the audience. . .

and
' “We would be.glad to pay the
exira, taxes if you could assure
everyone - in -this room they

!

‘could ‘make  ‘ag* much .extra’

sted 1
Builiigton * man.' Several tdld

-how the cests of operating a

“farm are increasing daily, yet the
return on their products. is not
rising correspondingly.

When the assessors left the
meeting, M.P.P."s Jim Snow and
George Kerr spoke briefly. Mr.
Snow said he was sorry the
meeting was not being held a
week later, as the governmend
committee studying the Smith
Report on Taxalion Wwas
presenting its briel to the
government Monday morning.
As chairman of the commitlee’s
agricultural sub-committee, he
gaid there were changes coming
but he was not free to reveal
them at the time. I feel we will
do a considerable amount to
relieve the load on the working
farmer,” he promised. “It’s in

Farms near Guelph
International site

The 1968 International
Plowing Match and Fam
Machinery Demonstration, the
largest annual outdoor
agricultural event of its kind in
Canada, will be held near Guelph
from October 16 to 19, The

pring, reporting: there “had—imtdy tnctodoir 60-acre Tented

' little changes in farm land
assessments over the past 10
years. Orchard land was being
increased from $180 an acre lo a
maximum of $350 while market
garden land was gni? up from
$400 to a maximum 31,200 per
acre. -

Perfect land would be classed
as 100 per cent and points
would be deducted to give a
lower assessment for rocky or
flood lands, Oakville's assessor
Ed Dunham told the audience.
He "said atsessments in Oakville
would range from 360 to $115
- per acre. This year added farm
assessment would represent only
a tmall fraction of an estimated
$30 to $40 million the town
would be adding, he said.

Art Benton of Esquesing maid
46 farm sales were analyzed to
find an average price per acre,
and iri 1967 the average sale
value was $267 per acre. Now
Esquesing land suitable for crops
on rotation would be assersed
from $55 to $85 an acre, while
non-arable land would range
from $10 to $40.

Na weya's assesyments are
$30 to $70 per acre for arable
land, and $10 to $25 for
non-arable, assessor Cal
Mcintyre explained. All four
arsessors invited every farmer to
visit their office, in company
with their neighbors if poassible,
to compare their new
arseesments and have the syttem
explained.

n answer to questions from
the floor, the assessors pointed
out vacant farm lan )
residential lands held fdr
development will be four times
higher than normal farm
agsessments. Residential land
azeagsments will be upped to 33
per cent of market wvalue
throughout Halton this year, but
the increase will not be g0
noticeable because most
retidential areas are presently
assessed at closer to 33 per cent
than farm lands are. Mr. Williams
used Burlington as an
example—residential is currently
assessed about 32 per cent while
farms are running 19 to 21 per
cent of value, so when both are

“upped to 33 per cent the farmer
see the largest difference.

“1 think you're squeezing us
out,” charged one Esqueting
farmer. Speculators mﬂumﬁu
land prices to skyrocket in the

th part of the county, so

axrmers there are selling out a

rices and heading north
and ' inflicting the same high
rices there, he added.

Elunuhlle. farmers are making
no profits on their operations,
’u:t making a living off thelr

and.

City snd many more acres of
crop and machinery
demonstration areas. The

* location will be the farm of Jack

Gilchrist and his neighbors, six
miles north of Guelph
Highway 6.

The tite for the 1968 Match
will be officially proclaimed by
the Hon. W. A, Stewart, Minister
of Agriculture and Food at o
special ceremony in Guelph.

The Match will include
plowing competitions and
machinery demonstrations and
also events such as sheep
shearing, horséthoe pitching, an
antique power machinery
display, an exhibit on farm
safety and various films.

A Tented City, complete with
its own mayor, will occupy 60
acres and will include exhibits
by farm machinery
manufacturers and suppliers of
goods and services to farming.

The match includes an active
and complete program for all
members of the family. Besides
the many acres of exhibits and
demonstrations and the
numerous competitions, 2
miniature airthow is scheduled

on.

for October 18 and 19, It will
attract mode! airplane flyers

representing clubs throughout”

Ontario to try their hand in the
flying of the radio controlled
model aircraft.

The ladies will also find many
items of interest at the Plowing
Match. Arrangements have been
completed for daily fashion
shows, flower demonstrations,
cooking schools, beauty
demonstrations, and gardening
exhibits.

The 1968 International
Plowing Match, October 16-19,
will bring an exciting, unique
atmosphere to Guelph. Everyone
is invited to visit the match to
watch the competitions, to see
the many demonstrations and
displays and be entertained.

Watch for
warning

This fall, as every year, there
will be hundreds of farm
tractors, combines, and other
machines on our highways. As of
September - 1, 1968, the
triangular red and orange Slow
Moving Vehicle sign becomes
mandatory on the rear of farm
vehicles travelling public roads.
Watch for this warning sign. It’s
used for your protection.
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tlie taxation, mnot the
assessment”™ where the changes
will be made.

Mr. Snow agreed with one
farmer who suggested this arca
of Ontario, the Golden
Horseshoe had seen the greatest
increase in taxation yet no
increase in incomes. He also.

ced taxation of farm land and

“.buildings should be equal across

“the country, not ‘unrealistic - in -~
~ comparison, with other parfg.of*
‘the country.” : |

Mr. Keérr charged it was not

. the .acl,’ but - the assedsory

interpretativi - of the, sssessing

“aot dnd, the manudl that wéie at -
AMault.. ’
“Northern Ontarlo_are not having

He “‘noted farms i

this -problem. “I feel the logal

atsessars are being influenced by .

speclators . .who .pay
inflated: value for farm land. Are
tliey really using only bona fide
farm zales?” : '

S an -
|

". Delayed taxes are one answer, -

but most farmers would find it

- distastefil he said. -
Solicitor Ray Plante of a

Brampton law firm was present
to hear the discussion and
represent the Federation of
Agriculture if there is a need for
1 mass protest of assessments.
He felt the first step should be
for each farmer to amppeal his
atgessment to the municipality,
and perhaps even ugitate at the
municipal level for special
concessions on farms. If this did
not work a provincial law might
be changed to uid the formers.

He felt it might be profitable
to take one farm us a test case,
have the farmers in the county-
support an extensive appeal to
the high courts, and force the
couris to make a ruling that
would benefit everyone.

As the meeting ended, those
favoring a united effort to
appeal assessments signed up to
Eledge their support, The

ederation, meanwhile, is
scheduling an executive meeting
for tonight (Wednesday) to
review. the white aner on the
Smith Report with the Halton
East M.P.P. and both president
Denzil Lawrence and property
committee chairman Harold
Middlebrook, who conducted
the meeting, promised to keep
the farmers informed on future
developments.

Faw L

Working farms:

sments & Fre Press

}

The Acton Free Press, Wednesday, September 18, 1968 RB7 .

Grace Bird; wins Halton .

Protect _!he fa rmer safety contest again

A “working farm’” has boen

_ defined and ‘@ _recommendation:

(or " the - pstablishment of .
Counly Famm. Classification
" Board made in the scport on
‘taxation hy the

review’ of ' jhe report, - the.
looked " fair. “It seerns to bffer
‘protection for the farmer who
operates u furin or who wishes'to

. velire_ on his farm and renl his.
‘agricultbral”

‘land- fo¥y
production.” .
The proposals, he noted, were
uite close to those suggested by
the Halton Federation. ©
Halton M.P.P. Jim Snow, a
member of the Select

Committee was chairman of the

subcommittee on defining a
“working farm"".

The Select Committee
endorsed the Smith Commitlee
recommendation that the
assessment of the land and
structures of a farm property be
separated into working flarm
asgessment and residential
assessment. The farm dwelling
and the other parts of the farm
holding wnot qualifying
working farm would be classified
as residentinl property. The
Committee rejected the principle
of full utilization as the basis for
defining working farm.

Forseeing difficulties in the
interpretation of the definition
of a working farm, the Select
Committee proposed
establishment of a County Farm
Classification Board. The Board

would consist of three members
Ontario
partment of Agriculture, to
on

appointed by the
De
resolve disputes
interpretation.

A working farm was defined as

1 unit of 100.acres or less which

had sales of agricultural products
3,000. Where the

acreage is over 100 the sales

of at least
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- by L. G. Denby

your telephone
manager

If salk Is becoming

" bargain all the time blame It

Once agaln long distance

g = -
<
-

more of a convenlence and a

on the telephone companles.

rates have been reduced. This

time Bell Canada, along with the othey members of the

Trans-Canada Telephone System,

natlonwide calling. Now,

has lowered rates on

after midnight until é am, a

coast-iocoast threeminute call that you dlal yourself
costs $1 or less. Where Direct Distance Daling 1s not yet
avallable, the Operator will place your call for you at the

game low rates. Midnight
new rate. Over the years
Increased Direct Distance
of long distance

at the calllng polnt governs the
as improvements in equipment,
facllitles and the growing use

services have made It possible, we have

continued to voluntarily reduce long distance rates. In
fact, long distance telephone service is one of the very

few costs that have been decreasing
over the vears. Staple [oods, services,
all shown falrly large Increases

30 years. In 1931, It cost $6.23
ve able to bring that cost down

housing have

coast call. By 1936 we we

rather than Increasing
luxuries and even
in the past
for a three minute coast-to-

to $5.2% and In 1946 to $3.90. By 1961 the price for the

natlonwide call was $2.80. Our last
cost of a coast-locoast

brought the
$1.98, The new reduction
bigger bargaln than ever,
have famlly or friends

W

reduction, In 1946,
three-minute call to
long distance calling a
ol you who

makes
especlally for any

lving In Western Canada.

W w

A story we heard recently concerned :n_c::uuplc from
Ohio on vacation in Canada. They were Irying to locate

come relatives who had recently

in Quebec.

comer and stopped, but before he could say a word, one
of the men came over to the car and asked if he was

looking for the Robinson
traveller asked. T dudn’t
knew 1 was coming!”

the voung Robinson boy had spent some

»
.

“How did vou know?" the
realize the telephone company

But two telephone men did. Seems

time on the com-

er waiting for them and watching the men at work. When

he left, he asked the men

to look out for a car with Ohio

license plates. The travellers were quickly directed to o

happv family reunion.

W

W 1

This 1s the vear, girls, 1968. One of the year's which
comes under an Act of Scottish Parllament passed In 1288.
For 700 years law and tradition are on your side in Leap
Year. Just remember there are only a few months lefi.

Here's the anclent law:
during the rein of hir
knowrt as lepe yeare,
and lowe estalt shall hee
like, albelt he refuses o

“It ts statut and ordaint that

malst blisslt Mageste, for llke year
olk mayden Iadye of bothe highe

ilberte to bespeke ye man she
talk hir to be his lawful wyfe,

he shall be mulcted in ye s of ane pundis or less, as

his estalt may be.”

_ Select -
. Commtitiée of-ithe Legislature. .-
The report;was released Monday.’
‘Halton . Federation -of .
-Agriculture” president” Denzil.
Lawrerice commented, on a briefl’
plan

‘be continued for

as

moved to a small town .
He noticed a telephone truck just around the

.should equal $30 per acre.
. The Farnmy Classification Board .
‘js émpowered’ to consider, the..

suitability . of this guideline for
its area.f not, acceptable they,
may

Municipa rd for adjustment.

" ‘The Board would hear uppeals .

within 60 days foHowing the
mailing ,of . assesgment  riolices

and ‘would’ be ‘empowered to -

change - the assessor’s decision
and. reclussify the property il it

was considered within the intent. .

of the definjtion. n

“The * Seledt Commiltee also
setz out other basis on which the
working farm classification may
nsgessment
pUrpOses.

Failure to meet ““:. $3.000"

minimum of agricultural

-production would not affect the

tax status of a working farm
which continues to be used ac a
farm where: the farmer has
spent at least five years on his
farm; the farmer, having attained
a minimum age of 60 years is
retired, or semi-retired; or the
farmer is infirm.

The Committee rejected any
preferential tax status around
major urban centres to maintain
farming in arcas of rapid urban
development. ‘‘Lower tax
burdens would permit a
Iwrti{:ulm farmer to farm his
and longer than would
otherwise be the case, but when
e does decide to sell his farm it
will go invariably to the highest
bidder. If. farming is to be
maintained in these areas of
rapid population -growth, it is
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 SAGE ADVICE
FROM THE
QUICK BROWN
FOX...

_ By J. Jenkins

. When 14 year old Grace Bird
R: R. 2, Georgolotwry was
Safety. Councjl ‘Scrapbook
Compétition Iﬂt., Tuesday
evenifg, it was little more than'a

pleasant surprise. This' iz -the.
- tHixd consecutive : year * that:

Grace his won the cumpetjtion.
I .the “previous - twg Years

parficipants "were -required . to, -
. design a safoty podler. Grace hay’
* been very -active 'in éxtra ‘4-H

P
L

. our irim;r that o landwse pﬂlif:?

will be necessary
taation policies.” -

Continuing "on taxation the
Select Committee endorsed the
Smith Report that all property
be ascessed each year at 100
percent of actual current value.
A single mill rate would be
applied, calculated at varying
percentages for different classes
ol assessment.

Committee proposes a
property tax at 60 percent on
residential and business
property, recreational properties
and non-working farms. A 40
percent rate on a working farm
was proposed.

Industry and commerce will
be subject to a graduated
business tax on a taxable
business assessment of 10
percent on the first $10,000 of
ascessment, 20 percent on the
gecond $10,000, 30 percent on
the third and 40 percent on any
amount in excess of $30,000.

in addition to

competitions this year. She was
the top junior public speaker in ,.

“the

June competition, and was,

. recently awarded ‘a prize for her
-top miscellanedus 4-H . project, -
* Second prizé in the ‘Safety °
" Scrapbook Competition went to -

Verda Thom

pson of R. R. 1,

Burlington, with. 3yd and 4th, + -

‘prize’ going to' Lok

Wilson, , = 0

Geoygetown,- and Cirol

Somerville;, Acton, xespectivély,
Gerald .Carton, President -of

‘the Halton -Farm Safety Council,

and

Mis. W, Webb, Secretayy,

~had high praise for the calibre of - !

the

com
sCrap

scrapbooks entered In the
ctition. The top four
ke will be on exhibit at

" Milton Fair.
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