Another In the series of

. prise - wvinning essays by

. siudenis on he history of
. it Eockwood area is pab-
Habhed this week. Amma

. Poterson chose her own

- house and its syrroundings
as her subject, Research
revealed & much more in-
teresting history than the
Petersons suspected when
they bought the house.

THE STORY OF OUR HOME
by Ama Peterson

 *When history is lost, it can
mever by recovered again,” said
" Dr. H. Templin in “Here and
There -in Eramosa,” the book by
Frank Day.
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‘of this property.
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iy etersons buy old Rockwood property

mm are no ploneers living
today so all the first hand infor-
mation is lost, but still there are

vary many elderly people who
are very happy to tell -you of
their old mamoxies. If thisin-
formation 15 not collected in a
few years it may be lost, -The
gathering of old data requires a
spacial interest in history and a

 great-desl of time, but in view

of its value such efforts are very
worthwhile,

In this write=op I have tried
to collect as much information
a5 possible in the time available,
but I must admit there are some
fmportant facts missing. 1have

interviewed a mamber of people .

who are conneched with the past
However, for
additional daia I believe church

Ruins of the first mill

Grade nine course subject

for Home, School meeting

by Mrs. F. Taylor

Belection of Grade 9 courses

will be the theme of the Novem~ —

ber meeting of Rockwood Home
and School. It will take the form
of a panel discussion with Lorne
Fox, principal of J. F. Ross
C.V.L and Mr. Morrison, vice
principal also of J. F. Ross,
Gramt McRae and Bob Love prin=-

Marion, principal of Eramosa
Public School and Blair Sinclair
and Brends Smith, students,

Grant McRae will be moder=
ator. All grade seven and eight
students in the Township, 167 in
all, .are iovited withtheirparents
to hear this interesting discuss=
jon and ask (questions about this
most 1 matter,

This is planned for Thursday
-lmning .Iimemlur 30, in the

clm:u Aqdlwr- & },,.,,
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. books, township books and early
newspapers shoald be e:f:a.minei

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Our house is located in Rock-
wood off Main Street, opposite
George Street. It consists of
lots one to nine and some addit-
1 land in comcession No. 4
to about six acres. Two of
them are clear ‘and four are
swamp and bush.

In 1963 my father noticed an

' advertisement in the paper off-

ering this property for sale.
When we first visited this place

we were aftracted by its natural
beauty. We were charmed by the
rugged cliffs and the bubbling
stream, We Uked it so much
that ister on in discussion we
children offered our little sav-

ings for the down payment.

We became owners of the pro-
perty on Aungust 27, 1963, when
all the official documents were
signed by Earl Richarson, whoat
that time was residing inGuelph.

.Theprq}ert}fhldbeeninthe

Richardson family for three gen-
erations.

As far as [ was able to findoat
Earl’s grandfather, Ralph, bought
this land from Henry Strange who
owned a large part of Rockwood.
It appears that at that Hme this

,prq:-ertymusedisnsﬂntle

mill, Ralph died at about 65 of
poeumonia while he was helping
his brother at his mill inanother

township. He was buried there.

His son John inherited the

" property and lived oa it to a ripe

old age of 97 (born in 1864 -died
in 1961). He was buriedin Rock-
wood Cemetery. The property
came into the hands of Earl Rich-

ardson who had another property

in Guelph so he sold it to my
parents.

At the time of purchase we did
not realize the historical back-

ground of the various remains

and buildings. After we found
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'g"'ur run for three trustee seats
Dec. 4: two year term in Rockwood

Bjr Mrs. F. Taylor
Rockwood = The  nomination

meeating for trustees for the vil="

lage of Rockwood was held on

Friday evening. A goodrepresen-
tation of residemts met in the
Rockwood Town Hall and when
nominations closed at 8,30 p.m.
the following names had been

| Hecmm for Eramosa
' school board:

ve, deputy aalmmed

by Mrs. F. Taylor
Qlerk<treasurer Lloyd Hindley

meeting held in Rockwood Town
Hall on Ssturday afternoon, .

It was the largest attendance
al pomination for many yearsand
. the . increase was attributed by

many to the Saturday innovation,

The chairman called on Era-

mosa’s Reave Warden Cameron

' eo-gperated with him in the past
said it was indeed an
and a thrill to be War-

den during the Cantennlal year.

stated he intended to let his

and reviewed the past years
work. He extended &inlovitation
for all to come to the official op=-
ening of the Municipal Building
and new township garage oo Dec.
2. A local talent variéty prog-
ram will be heldmlhlthnr:e
fallowing.

Chairman of the Ertmusl
School Board Murray Smeltzer
qave & detailed review of the ex=
penses lneurred by the new Cen=
tennial School and other schools
in the township. He was as yet
undecided as to whether or not
to let his name stand for re-el-
ection.

Doug Buottenham will again run
for school board. He reviewed
the mew kindergarten set up and
other items dealt with during the
year.

- Ross McDougall wasundecided
as to his plans but gave a good
report on the transportation area
under the Board

Bob Leslie who jolned the

Board daring the year to fill the

vacancy left by Dr. R.J. Hilton

will let his pame stand for el-

‘ection,

Lloyd Waddell who coveredthe
area of personnel will also let

' his name stand. .

These offices will for the first
time be for a two year term,
A short discussion ootownship

slated: Ken Murray, Norm Brain,
J.H, Smith, Mrs, Systke Drijber,
L.V. Hilts, Bert Pinkney, Herb
Saunders and D.D. Gray.

An interesting discussion took
place onseveral important issues
- incorporation and the highly

The Guelph Suburban District
High School Board representa-
tive, Bill Jackson was called on
for a few words, as was Ross

Gordon, 2 member of the Nass-
agaweya Township Council.

Those whose names-were slat=
ed at close of nominstions were=
Reeve - C., Lush and J. Oakes,
DeputylReeve = J, Milne, D. Mc~
Phedran, J. Qakes, F.Cax, coun=
cil - W, Parkinson, J. Herlt‘t
D. Storey, W. Oakes,D. Ht:Phed-
ran, P, Dudnick, B. Hill and Wm,
Adsett,

Those qualifying at Monday
noon deadline were - ve =

Cameron Lush by acclamation,
and Jim Milne by acclamation
for deputy-reeve.

For council + Duacan McPhe-
dran, Warren Parkinson, Bill
Adsett, J. Hewitt, Burton Hill and
Peter Dudnick. Those qualifying

for School Board were = Murray

Smeltzer, Ross McDougall, Rob~-
ert Leslie, Lloyd Waddell,

George Smith and Morris Wolfe,

Election day in Eramosa s

- Docember 4,

matters followed and other mom= .. &

inses were cilled on for a few

words. _ L
Joe Oakes was as yet vodecid-

unsafe condition of the highway .3'

bridge for pedestrians when snow

becomes piled on the sidewalk..

Also discussed were the sewer
system and water mains as well
as the safety of school children
crossing at the stop signs on
Guelph and Inkerman Streets,

Several members of Council
(township) present were asked to
say a few words.

At the Saturday deadline for
qualifying the only names stand-
ing were: Doa Hilts, L..V. Hills,
Ken Murray, and J.H. Smith,

Three are to be elected on Dec,

4. This Is for a two year term,
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various parts of lngg_les and cof-
fins did we become interested in
the past activities of this prop-

erty. After cleaning up all the

scattered wooden parts it was
revealed to ‘'us more bullding
than we had realited. We found
‘®* map in the hydro office in
Rockwood which showed us the
locationof the building. - :

THE HOUSE

The house which is now two
storied was 2 one storey cotiage
in Ralph Richardson®s time.
Around the 1930's the second
storey was built on. The con-
tours of the old house can still
be seen on the outside. At the

same time a sunporch was added -

and the basement enlarged. The
ceiling are supported by rough
cedar begms which still have the
bark on them.,

An old coal hurner was re=

cently replaced by modern gas

furnace. The house has tenlarge
rooms and in the unfini shed wing
there are four smaller rooms
which we use as storage rooms.,

Remaining walls of

. The window sills are about
sixteen Inches wide and are a
convenlent place for flowers and
other articles. In the dining
room still stands an old buffet
bought in Toronto by John Rich-

' Drinking water used to be at
‘e pump outside but when we
gpoved in it was connected to the
‘@ressure system. All rain wat-
Mr is collected’ind gathered In
» tanks under the floor which

Eﬁuse:l for hot water.
: Aroond the house there are

han]r lilac trees and fruit trees,

Some of the apple trees are very

ald and hollow. In the spring

when they are in bloom they are

very fragrant and beautiful.

E ..
STABLE

- A short distance away fromthe

house is the stable, It is a stone
structure with four wooden stalls.

The upper part where the hay.

was kept for the horses was
blown off during a storm.

The horses were usedtodeliv-
ar cut shingles to the customers.

Mow the stable is empty andcov=

aered with a plastic to protect it

from water damage.
" MILL

The shingle mill was the main
business of the family. It was
started by Ralph Richardson and
carried on by his son John,

. The Richardson’s shingles

PLUMBING
AND
HEATING
- INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS

BUSINESS LOCATION
17 Mill Sr. W. — Behind
Acion Eze-Wash — Belew
~ Denny's 4_!_IIIIIIII‘III
© For any Service Werk Call
| COLLECT
Guelph — ﬂl ~2264

A. I.. RIEMER LIMITED |

| would appreciate the
opportunity to serve another
term as councillor for the
Township of Esquesing

. RE-ELECT

F. (Pat) PATTERSON | X
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Hm-ﬂhnmnfﬂmm- -mmth-m:mﬂ-mm beside the creek -

‘were famous at the turn of the
Farmers used to bring

century.
down their own wood to be cut
and then pald by leaving some
grain, cowhide, eggs or other
produce. They also used the
sawdust to bed their animals,

The shingle mill was on the
first floor and the workshop
where they made coffins and

mehun

buggles om the second floor.
Now, where the two storey build=

ing stood, only a few foundation
stones remaln,
. John Richardson's- brother
Wwill, helped John with the work
at the mill. He died at the young
age of fifteen as a result of an
accident in the mill when abrok-
en blade flew and cut offhisarm,
He hled todeath.
1!'11 iligi F i
fnr hn years,
day. In those days that w w
a2 high pay because everything
was cheaper, For example, a
pound of liver for 2¢ and an ox
tail for soup = a nickel.

The water-wheel was removed

" in 1963 by H. Edwards. The wat-

er now runs freely and its power
is unused.

There is not much information
avallable about the ruins down=-

stream from the just described"

mill. Earl Richardson heard
that it had been & mill and then
a distillery. It was later des-
troyed by fire, '

The millpond is overgrown by
bullrushes and marshgrass.

When flooded it was 'I.ISEl:I Iur
skating.

METHODIST CHURCH
Land was given to the church

by Ralph Richardson in agree=—
ment that if the church was torn

down the land was to come back’

to the owner. The church was
finished in 1856 and was located
‘on the west side of the Branch
Creek, beside the main road.

. A detailed report of the open-
ing day ceremony can be found
in the book *Hare and There in
Eramosa®.

The church was a brick build=
ing 30 by 40 feet and served un-
til 1925. At that time it joined
the Presbyterian Church and be=

came the United Church, After
the union they tore down the .
building and only a few founda-
tions remain,

Not far from the church there
was a stable where the pecple
tied up their horses, Mr. H. Ed=
wards went to Sunday School
there., Mr. Harris was the
church’s last secretary-treas-
urer,

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS - |
would like to express my sincere
thanks to all the people who sup~-
plied me with information for
this write-up. Especially, Iam
thanking Mr. Earl Richardsom,’
previous owner, Guelph;  Mrs, -
Eva Henderson, his sister,Goel=
ph; H. Edwards, S.S. Royce, C,
F. O’Brien, C.H. Harris,

Christmas glf ts

FOR THE

Lady or Man in Your Life

@ YARDLEY GIFT SETS
@ SHULTON GIFT SETS
® CHANEL No. 5 GIFT SETS
® EVENING OF PARIS
@ ON THE WIND,
© @ MAJA GIFT SETS

® HAIR DRYERS

Shop at Our Giftware Island

SEE OUR SELECTION OF

Laura Secord Candies, Cakes, Chocolates

ACTON PHARMACY

Your Savings Earn Good Interest at
your Local Trust Company

John T. Armstrong, Chairman;

=
-

1 to 5 YEAR

GUARANTEED

INVESTMENT

CERTIFICATES

AMOUNTS

$100 — $100,000

'COME IN AND
ASK US ABOUT M

GEORGETOWN

53 Mill Street

877-2266

JOHN A EDGAR, Manager
NORTH HALTON ADVISORY BOARD

Reford Gardhouse, Maurice C. Bﬂt!.

Michacl Ledwith, John Gov. Dr. B. D. Young
W. J. BEATTY, Vice-President and Local Director

- CONVEMIENT OFFICE HOURS

- Thurs. .00 - 5.00

Fridays °“til 6.00

I'IAI.'I‘ON & PEEL TRUS'I'

& SAVIHGS COHI'AHY

Head ﬂ’lﬂ:l:

Gnkvullu_

i har Ihn:h Offfices: Brampton, Simcoe

Burlington, Delhi, Cooksville, Milton

&mﬂ Undeér Administration Exceed $79,000,000 |
Member Cunada Deposit Insurance Corporation -
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