‘one church fruit

b,amrhmnﬂnﬂ
- prise wiming eszayzs by
-wtedents of Hnlmlm
" pablic . sthool 13 reproduc-
- «d. Since the roots of set-
- tlament i{n Ontario revolve
aromnd the charch, Brenda
Smith chose the historic
Stome Church as her sub-

 Joct,
STONE UNITEDCRURCH
by Brenda Smlth

Thii is th history of the
thchlltllu!lndhqﬂtuﬁn
within the maxt year. It is locat-
wd on the Foarth Line about one-
quarter of a mile south of High-
way 14. For being such &-small
church, it has a long and inter-
esting history which I am going
to tell you about.

O

It all began back in 1809 when
the late John Loree and hiz wike
and family of ten children moved
from New York State to come to
Canads, They settled in Halton
County which lies along the bor-
der of Wellington County in Sou=

: thern Ouolario,

During the following years,
Mr, Loree and his three sons,
John, Hezekiah, and Timothy,
served in the war of 1812 for the
British. This was a warbetween
United States and Britain. For

" this service, the British Gogern-

ment gave the Loree's a grant of
land which amounted to 1,400
acres. . '

This may seem 2 large area
but in those days, it was natural
to have a large farm. However,
they only cleared a small area
and after some time the rest of

it was given Im:klnlha goverti=-
ment.

Highway 24 was then calledthe
“Stagecoach-line® from Guelphto
Erin. The crown ofland cleared,
extended from the Second Line to
the Fourth Line downaboutas far
as Hopkin®s place below the
“Stagecoach=line® to the Second
Line above the ®*Stagecoach-line®
as far as the Third Line and back
down to the highway.

Today, some land still belongs
to the Loree®s on the ThirdLine,
They cleared most of the land

_that was flat. John Loree lived
where Hopkin's live, :

There were other United Em=
pire Loyalists in the area. These
people built a log church on the
northwest corner of the Church
grounds, John Loree donated
this land. A cemetery was start-
ed, also.

‘of U.EL. labor

Strange to EI]. one of the first
to be buried, was John Loree's
brother, Hemekiah, who lived on
the Third Line farm now owned
by Mr. Harry Loree. As most
of the settlers were United Em-
pire Loyalists, it was only natur-
al to call the church, the Meth-
odist Episcapal Church. It was
a humble-structure but it meant
a lot to the faithful habitants.

In 1862, a new Stone Church,
as we know it today, was built.

The Reverend John Smith had
the honoup of belng their minis-
ter. Even though his stable and
horse had been burned by some
unknown person, the rest of the
congregation went and bought him

a horse and other eguipment to

show their admiration. . After
many years of succassful preach=
ing, he was succeedad by Raver-
end Cook, a painter by trade,

There was no basemnent in the
new church as the heating sys=-
tem consisted of two cast iron
stoves called “old bellles®. It
took & whole block of wood wtdr:h
would burn all afterncon.

About thirty-five years later,
a small hole was dug in the wall
near the foundation. After much
digging, a door wasput in. En-
ough earth was shovelled out for

! _the installation of a small furne,

*
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STONE UNITED CHURCH is situated just off - eers it has a cemetery alongside making its

MNo. 24 highway on the fourth line of Eramosa

township. Like other country churches of pion-

site doubly sacred to the congregation.
(Staff Photo) -

ace and a few hot air pipes.

In 1871, the Eramosa Circuit
was formed. It consisted of
three country charges whichwere
Bothel, Mimosa and Stone
Church. The parsonage was at
the last-named appolntment.

The communion service wasat
that time called Sacrament Sun=
day or as the quarterly meeting.
This was held at one church with
the other two churches jolning
them.

On the following page you will
find a summary of the ministers
that served that charge.

Reverend Findlay M. Smith was
the first minlster to serve In the
mew church. He served three
years. He was succeeded by Ra-

Christians should make ethnic groups
feel more welcome in chosen country

By Mrs.F. TRylod ™

Rockwood - At the November
meeting of the Rockwood Pres=
byterian W.MLS., and W.A. the
president Miss Elva Pearen led
the group in an interesting dis-
cussion, - The topic wasthe ethnic

"groups and the department of
immigration for the Presbyterian
Church.

Miss Pearen who spoke for the
Ukranian people was assisted by
Mrs. J. Freeman-forthe Hungar=
jans, Mrs. Gordon Swanston the
Italians, Mrs. Sinclair for the
French and Mrs. D. Gray the
Chinese. They came to the con-

“claSiaa: 160 A5 ¥ Chrlstian orf-T Swanston were named on the

anization we should do mare to
make them feel welcome in their
chosen country. .

Misses Minnie and Colena
Nickell were hostesses for the
meeting with 14 members and
three visitors present.

Miss Pearen opeped with ‘2
verse *What I can do* followed
by a hymn, After the approval
of the minutes andthe treasurers
report, the roll call was answer-
ed by presenting the Sunshine
Bags. The offering received by
Mrs. G, Swanston was dedicated
by Miss Pearen.
~Mrs, L, Johnston and Mrs. G,

Station closing

Agent with

no duties

left in Rockwood

protest from residents of Rock-
wood it's mlikely thlmhh:tﬂ]:l
come to 4 pablic hearing before
the Board of Transport l‘.':ntn-
missioners, .

Althoogh tusiness in the Rock-
wood siatiom does not approach

ia volume that done in Acton, it

has always bept one man busy.
Ravesses have mever been ast-
ronomic bot oo person in Rock-
wood told The Free Press re-
porter bhe figured they more than
supportied one persom om duty.

Acton statiom which is on the
same schedule as Rockwood bhas
all the current records for busi-
aess 1o the Ilast six months re-
moved, Agent Charlie Perry,the
last sarvivor, says he thioks the
railroad will ket the statim set
watil they see what's going to
happen in Acton, -

Severa! protests have beenre-
ceived about closing the C.N.R.
station in Acton.

Trains started running through
this area first in 1856,

*I think ["11be here til spring,®
Rockwood station agent Wayms
Cassmore told The Free Press,
but the only thing Ive gol to do
is ruputhtrﬂn:uthﬂ:u
by.

Ageat Cagpemore had = pile of
-boxez which “contained allthe
books and records of the - C.N.R,
station In Rockwood piled up
ready for delivery to Goelph
whare the master sgency is lo-
caded. - He'smhhanhlnci:-
Inudstnmﬂctnhrlﬂ,mphdq
mnml ‘who quit the railway
becanse of job insecurity.

Mr. Cassmore realized the job

is caly a temporary vacancy bat
‘svdd with nearly nlni years of

service on the railroad employ-
ment is a precarious state,

The Rockwood station with the
bookkeeping and records -gooe,
only a pot-tellied oll buroer giv-
ing heat, is all ready for closing.
There's a three or four month
trial period before the C_N.R.
comes in and locks the door but
unless there's some concerted

nominating committee toprepare
next year’s slate of officers.

Mrs. Sinclair reported-on-the

rally in Preston where Miss
Elsie Taylor, a missionary on
furlough from Nigeria was guest

Award prizes
top anglers
By Mrs. F, Taylor

The Eramosa rod and gun club

. bheld their dance recently and

during the evening severalprizes
were disributed to winners of

the largest 1967 fish catch, —
In the rainbow trout class the .

top honors went to Thomas Mc-
Cullough for a beauty tipping the
scales at 5 Ibs, B oz, One at 5
1b., 6 ozx. brought second prizeto
Alfred Aug while third went to
Nigel Anderson for his 4 1b,, 3
ox. rainbow.

For speckled trout James
Stewart had first at 3 lbs,, 9 o,
Don Mathies came second with
his 2 lbs., 14 oz. speckled with

one for Ossie Downes at 11b. 7

ox. in third place.

In the ladies special speckled
class, Marg Lillle had a catch of
1 Ib., 2 oz. for top award and
Janet Peart had a 7-1/2 orn
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speaker. Miss Taylor showed

- many slides-of her work in the

hospital and told many interest-

" ing facts and experiences,

An invitation 'was resad to
attend "the meeting of the Twi-
light group when Miss Sinclair
of Guelph will be guest speaker,

Final plans were made for the
annual baraar in the church
school room,

Miss Pearen askedi{f members
would like to resume the giving
of life memberships this year,

but no decision was reached. The

Scripture lesson was given by
Mrs. L, Johnston. A hymn and
prayer closed the meeting.
During the social half hour a
lovely lunch was served by the
sisters, assisted
by Mrs. Aitken andMrs, D, Gray,

. congregation.

varend Lynch and Reverend Coo~
per. In 1880 Reverend Thurston
preached for a time before Rev=
erend Durkee tdok over.

Following him, Reverend Watts
preached, He "had a family of
twelve,

Then, in 1886, Reverend Walk=-

" er preached for three years, He

was well-remembered as a good
speaker. In 1890, Reverend Falr
began topredch, which he didfor
one  year, anwhile, a' Mr.
Hodgkinson was kept bus
supply minister.,

Reverend Harris hacame he
mxt minister. His daughter
started the missionary society.
Reverend Noble disbanded the
missionary project but he took
down the doors of the pews and
the door to the pulpit. From
1893 - 1901 Reverends Grandy,
Sanderson and Sharp served
the In 1901, Reverend Brand

d, followed by Reverend
George Smith, and ReverendSan=
derson. Reverend Woltz and his
wife opened their home for the
congregation.

Following Reverend Woltz was
Reverend Craig who. was then
followed by Reverend Evens in
1914. His wife started the Lad-
fes* Aid,
W.A, Cook became the minister
with Reverend Eddy fﬂllnwing
him.

At this time Everton wastaken
out of the charge and Rockwood
was put in. A newparsonage was
built in Rockwood when Reverend
R. Gelger served, In 1924 Rev-
erend J.A. Diltz came to preach
to the people.

Reverend Donaldson was there
when Bethel was moved to an-
other circuit, leaving Rockwood
and the Stone Church as it is to-
day.

From 1929-1937, Reverend
Will Taylor served. Reverend
Harold Lawson served from 1937
to 1942. During this period, he-
suffered from & motor accldent
but recovered. Reverend Ward
next, endeared himself to the
Many years later
Reverend Oliver came to the
charge with the Reverend Diliz
following him.

Then came Reverend Moore,
Reverend Connor, and finally our
present=day minister, Reverend
Gardner.

In 1945 a community effort was
put .forth to remodel th® church

‘coired agaln. They needed spacéd

for Sunday School rooms. Mrs,
AL, Stevens (Mary Loree) made
these dreams come true.

In 1943 the church recefved
$3,500 to be divided between the
church and the cemetery. The
people voted that seven hundred
dollars be used for the cemetery
and the remalnder for the
chuarch.

[n December, 1945, a building
committee was selected consist-
ing of two stewards, two elders
and two members of the Young
Peoples'.

In 1946 the building was emp-
ted to put in the basement. A
large hole was dug and the floor
wis raised six feet, changing the
appearance completely.
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Bankof Montreal

Canadas First Banik

Edw-ard Praitt, Manager
Actorr Branch

Bank of Montreal

In 1916 the Reverend -

In two years they were able to
get enough donations to finish it.

Mr. Fred Duffleld was the
Chalrman of the Building Com=-
mittee, It turned a very difficult
task intoanenrichingexperience.

Mrs. Roy Van Wie (Anna Lor-
ee) dedicated an electric organ
in memory of herpurents, James
and Lucy Loree. The murals

‘ware done by Gordon Couling .

who, at present, lives in Guelph.
In 1962, the church was remo=
delled again. A Christian Edu=-
cation room, a kitchen and wash-
rooms were added to the present
building. Most of the work was
done by the congregation. The
cost of this addition cost well
over $9,000, This money was
raised by the congregation,
The Reverend serving now is

the Reverend ALF, Gardner. The

organist 1s Mrs, George Smith
who Is also choirleader. There
is a latge junior and senlor choir
that sing every month.

We celebrate the anniversary
on the third Sunday of October.
There Is usually an ﬂver-nuw
congregation,

It is 104 years ﬁldandl"m sure
it will continue standing for
many more years,

o) HUW
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Approve cost shering

Everton, Montrose dams
first on Grand River
conservation program

The Grand River will rise by
about two feet, Grand River Con~
sérvation Authorities warnedlast
week,

Unusually high rainfall during
the summer and fall has almost
filled the authority's two main
waterholding reservolrs, the
Shand Dam near Fergus and the
Conestogo dam near Elmira,

Illmar Kao, director of opera=
tions, sald water is belng re=-
leased from the two dams be=.
cause it could be dangerous to

have them nearly full in case of
heavy rain,

He sald the river isaboutthree
feet cbove normal for this time
of year, making the river levhl
at Galt about five feet and /at
Brantford, about four feet,.

The additional discharge from
the dams will result in a further
rise of about two feet, he sald,
Discharging will continue for
about three weeks until the dams
are less than half full.
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