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ACTON, ONTARIO, WEDN ESDAY,

AUGUST 16, 1967

| Shopping mall propoesal |

presemed to council

Iluhlkdpmpanlfur creation of a pleasant shopping mall

in Acton presented as expected by Ted Tyler Jr. at Council

Tuesday, was referred to four other groups for study. The
davelopment commission, Chamber of Commerce, No, 2 Com-~
mittee of council and the half-hour-old new planming board will
all ave an opportunity to comment on and question personal
proposal of the comcillor.

Photostated coples of the presentation and map (as appear- -

" ing in the Free Press) were available for all council and the
press. The presentation resdss
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opping Mall? mmmumunm
is deteriomating and Mas been for some years. The south side

of MIN Street with its emply stores is particalarly noticeable, -

especially to wisitors and propective industrialists, Duﬂm

.shopping in other district commuonities eg. Georgetown, Milton
and even Erinis much better than in Acton and the merchants

in these communities seem to be propering. Many people in

Acton it seems, prefer to shap in Goelph, Kitchener or these
- olhar areas. The reason for this liesprobably in part with the
and the physical facilities in the downtown area and prob-
in part with the merchants for not getting together to try
lumm matters. The time is ripe for the town to tackle
ﬁln m:nmhhmslnmslhlllh&tlnrMMrﬂl-

£

Hke to quote Time Magazine (July 28/67) and the
k plamer Constantinos Doxiadis “The car must be curb-
are to be made human again.® *For the first ime
ﬂnuhnmdnwutmmﬂnhms.mmlm
wilk inside his cities.®, "Several cities - Phila-
Washington, Houston and Mimnespolis = elther have
pedestrian malls.®
we have Yorkdale Mall andCloverdale Mall,
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and less than one hour drive from Acton. Hamilton
shopping malls, Kitchener and Oltawa have streets
to mike pedestrian malls,
peads i5-shopping sarvices in its downtown area
of something different and attractive: Something
Actom and rural shoppers and aftract customers
re. Anyome who has been to Expo 67 can
ly atmosphere and interest of the malls and
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Mpmﬂums.

mall proposal is adopted it will only be successful
rphllﬂnttnsniitm. Four steps must be taken
work,
'Imnsthanrmhdmduammlm
¢ patterns in this area altered.
. Adequate parking maust haswpuadmrshqmersmm
Ared,
3. The mall must be interestingly and attractively designed.
4. The merchints must taks stock of thelr appearance, sell-
ing technigues and service and immthnmrhnmuuesan
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Some merchasts will no doabt -nrnlhmtlnssﬂmm“r
trade if No. 7 bypassas the downtown area. They are mistak-
em. [ think, if they belisve much traffic stops on Acton's drab
Main Street with its impossible parking, to shop. Whether or
aot & mall is established Highway 7 is going to be rerouted in
vary faew ysars and something of & benefit might as well be
darived from this. Think what an enticement it would be to.

traffic estering Acton to have a sign welcomingthem to Acton’s

help to boost the morale of the downtown merchants, .

an indoor mall and the second an outdoor matl, both

e perhaps one of the most promising solutions

cL
Traffle: __ — Previously mentioned No. 4 1s the answer,

Downtown Mall - *The only Mall in Halton 'L‘.'cr.mty'
of parking. I think that out of sheer curiosity a great many
would stop to investigate and if they liked what they saw they
would stay to shop and what 1s more important, they would .
probably return.

The re=routing of Highway 7 and literitlm of traffic pat-
te rns might be carried out as follow:

Bypass: Highway 7 traffic should be rosteddown Eastern Ave,
to Bower Ave, and an overpass constructed at the railway
crossing on Eastern Ave. (While this is belng done the pres=. .

ent Young Street route couls be used), Bower Ave, would be

extended along the CNR right of way a5 & no access bypass
to the intersection of Highways 7 and 25 at Main and Guelph

Streets. The old Coleman property would have to be acquired

and a lot at the othwer end of the bypass along with some sc¢hool -
property and some other private property. The bypass would
not be accessible from the main part of Bower Ave. and would
be the shortest and fastest route between the eastarly and
westerly part of the town. Stop lights would be moved to Main
and Guelph Street corner at the intersection-of Highways 25

~ dnd 7 and a rallway underpass constructed at the CNR cross-

ing in this ares, _
Other Streets: Elgin Street from Church Street, one way
-anly (north), a fast route from the south industrial area to the

post office. John Street, one way oaly (south), this wonld pro=

vide adequate fucilities for the Funeral Home and an easy n]r
to the south industrial area. Mill Street, one way (west), to

Victoria Street, This would eliminats a3 dangerous cross.lng :

at Mill and Park Ave, Park M-a... one way only (north). Knox
A#E.-.. one “? m.l.? {Em
2. Parking:
Parking must be supplied for prospective customers in m
mall and it must e reasonably close. This means establish=

ment of some sort of municipally owned parking lot. Property -

on the north side of Church Street from the corner lot on
Main Street to amd including the corner lot on Church and-
Willow could be acquired. This would give a large parking lot
vhich could have customer entrances to the stores on the
south side of Mill Street. A service lane would be left clear
of parking along the rear of these stores to permit deliveries
to them and give access to the depottaxi and bus stop, Busses
~would proceed here from Highway 7 by coming down Church

Other service lapes for the business plices on Mill Street
would have to be established. There could be a lane between
Willow and John Sireets behind the old post office and YMCAL.
4 service lane is already

The properties around the town hall might be acquired,
Tads could become a parking lot, especlally needed for the
police offices and fire hall and a service lane could be estab-
lished through it between Willow and John.

- 4 Design of the Mall:

. Some sort of professional assistance would be needed here
to ensure a satisfactory plan. There should be trees, pexhaps
flowers in tubs or on lamp posts, benches to sit on and ade-

- quate room for the pedestrian shoppers to walk. It might be

possible to have m fountaln of some .sort at the present Mill
and Willow Intersection andgmrhaps this could become & sort
of Clvic Square where municipal celebrations of one type or
another might be held. All of this designed to arouse the cur=~
fosity and attract people to the downtown arva.

4, Merchants:

In conclusion, I would like to say that this all sounds very
nice and visionary and we as municipal officials must always
be faced with cold hard facts of feasibility and cost. Butl
think we must also ask ourselves this question: *What is
golng to happen to our downtown area if we do nothing?® Can

- any of you answer the question with any degree of optimmism

after looking at the present condition in the downtown area?
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- with lots -

in existence behind the stores on -
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Authorized as Second Class Mall by the Poat Office Dept.,

Oitawrs, for Postape Pald in Cash at Acton, Ontaro
oo T i e
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1 DUB Thee-Sir John A. MacDonald! Emily Hodgson, as Queen
Victoria, got the regal task of tiling Glen Widowski at play-
ground closing Thursday. Father of Confederation Ralph Lands-
borough ad'|usfs his tie for formality. Leader Kathy Krul wrote

the skit.

(Staff Photo)

Council hears
mall proposal

After the presentation, Reeve
Bert Hinton commented, *He's
done’ something no other council-
lor has done in the way of orig-
inal thought in this fleld.*

Although councillor Tyler had
no information on widening or
re=-routing of Highway 7, he sald
be believed it was inevitable,

" *From Guelph to Georgetown

~ is the worst plece of highway in

QOntario®, opined counclllor Earl

‘‘Masales.

Members agreed the proposal
should recelve further study.

All councillors were present
for the lengthy meeting in the

smoke=-filled room - Mayor Duby,

Reeve . Hinton, Deputy-Reeve
Oakes, councillors Williams, Ty=
ler, Drinkwalter, McKenzle,

Perry and Masgles with clerk -

Jack McGeachie,

More get forms
housing survey

Several persmsreceivedextra
housing needs questionairesfrom
the town office this week. Ans-
wers to the survey are mailed

directly to Tormto.
About 350 Acton tenants re=-

ceived the questionnaires in the -

mail, but any others interested
in public remntal housing were
asked to obtiin forms at the
municipal office. Only one was
given out the first week, but bus-
iness was slightly brisker the
second week,

Flower lover?

Monday evernlng the large pot
of flowers at the door of Morris
Pharmacy was taken by a man in
& passing car., The theft was
seen, the mcn apprebended and
& charge laid by Acton O,P.P.

Arbic,

Workshop, garage
‘destroyed by fire

About 6 a.m, Saturday morning

- fire was detected in a 30 by 40

foot {rame workshop-garage at

‘the ‘home of Mr. and Mrs. Nor=-

man Tarner near Churchill. The
ullding, its tools andequipment,
were- completely destroyed. A
pewly-purchased, second hand
truck, parked just outside the
hﬂldlng, received $550 dill'ﬂ.EB

. Mr. Turner conducts his con- °

tracting business from hishiome.

The nearby house and main
shop, within 20 feet of the fire,
were saved,

Actom firefightersextingaished -

the fire, which was spread by
exploding paint. Mr. Turper as=
sisted the firefightersusing some
of his own Emlpmnt. i

Grade 13 results
released today

Acton District High School,
Grade 13 Examination results
were released Wednesday morn=-

ing by principal Ted _Hansen.
M‘El Pi o EILE.- 59.
Chem. 50.

Barber, Wayne - Eng, 56,
Clarke, Susan E. -Eng. 84, Math,

Final reading
zoning by-low

Third and final reading was
given to the town's zoning bylaw
at the council meeting Tuesday
evendng, after being In the pro-
cess of making for three years,

An amendment was passed af-
ter discussion about the advisa-
bility of full blocks back of the
commercial area being zoned
commercial,

“The amendment specified the
area from the rallroad tracks on
Mill, Church and Bower be zon=-
@d as in the previous roning by=
law with the residential area as
R3; the present commercialares
by ‘C1 and the area encompassad
by Willow from Bower to St. Al-
bin’*s Drive and St. Alban®s Dr.
from Willow ‘to Miln be R3,

The zoning bylaw will go to

' the minister of Municipalatfairs;

a pablic hearing will be held by
the Ontario Municipal Board in
Acton when the bylaw will be
gme over, item by item.

Although council was not all
in agreement with the amend= '

ment, all agreed the bylaw should
not be held up any longer,

-County assessor system

explained to Esquesing

The operation of a county ass-
essment commissioner system
was explained in detall to mem=
bers of Esquesing Township Cou=
ncil on Monday evening.

County assessor Robert Beach,
at the suggestion of Councy Coun-
cil, Is visiting each mumicipal
council in Halton to outline the
proposal that is presently being
studled by the county’s filnance
and assessment committee.
Within the pext few weeks Mr,

. Beach will explain it to each

council so they can give some
direction to their county repre-
sentatives for a vote at-the coun-
ty level= = possibly this fall

Main bepefits of a countrye

~ wide assessing System, he said,

are a more uniform assessment
on all properties, the implement-
ation of data processing, & more
equitable cost-sharing between
municipalities, and the switch to
A new assessing manual,

An eleciric data processing
unit would be purchased immed-
istely tocompute all assessments
and set up tax rolls for each

¢ ' municipality, Mr. Beachexplain-

ed. In the second year of a coun-
ty assessing operstion, the ass-
essors could begio to switch over
to a new assessing manual which
bases assessments on the cur-
rent (1966) resale vale — not

¥ . the 1940 base lavel whicli ispre=

sently in use.

To date 28 of Ouotaric’s 3
counties and districts have chan-
ged from the local assessor sy-
stem to & county set-up.

Present assessing staffs
throogh Halton would be employ-
ed by the coonly depariment,
working in varions mumdcipalities
whenever they ard mseded. For
the benefit of ratepayers with

qeries, staffers counld give guid-

ance in local officesineach mun-
icipality om a certain day each
week., Sub-offices would prob-
ahly be established in Oakville

and Burlington, where around 75
per cent of the county’s total
properties are.located.
Provincial graots will assist
in getting the new system start-

ed, he expliimed. The province -
pays $10,500 toward salaries,.

plus 50 per cent of equipment
purchases and about 50 per cent
of the cost of implementing the
data processing unit. e
Reeve George Leslie, whois a
member of the county committee
studying the proposal, said bhe
had visited Peel and Waterloo
Counties with the commitise to
sae the system In operstion, Of-
ficials in these countlesdescrib-

ed it as superior to the former
system, and “it sounded good
enongh for me®, he sald,

*Assessment is the mainstay
of any municipality. If you are
not dolng it right, you are not
doing anything right,* cootinued
the reeve.

The discussion ended on costs,
which are still unknown. Mr.
Beach suggested the system
would probably cost more than
the present set-up, but the re-
sulting- better service should be
worth any extra cost. He sald
the county’s studylng committee
would probably look more fully
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A 16, Math, B 71, Biol. 76, Phys.

80, Chem. 73, French 61,

Cooke, Elizabeth J. = Eng, 58,
Geog. 59, Biol. 58, Chem. 54,
French ED

Denny, Leverne L.S. - Eng, 57,

~ Geog. 15, French 50,

Garrett, Douglas S, - Math, A 55,
Biol., 54, Phys, 52.

Gay, Geoffrey - Math, A 51,

Harris, I, Merl - Eng. 79, Math
A, 72, Math, B, 52, Hln]. 79,
Phys. 54 Chem. 67,

Heard, Eleanur E. - Eng. 80,
Blol, 66, Chem. 65, Latin 68,
French 71.

Hoey, Martha J, - Eng, 64, Hist,
60, Geog. 73, French 50,

nranendonk, Chris A, - Hist, 69,

Blol. 56.

Landsborough, Joanne E, = Eng.
76, Math, A 64, Math B, 53,
Biol. 56, Chem. 59, Franch 59,

Linham, Linda J. - Geog. 617,
Chem. 61, French 51.

Matthews, Ralph L. - Blol, 52,

McCrea, Rita L - Eng. 88, Hist.
68, Geog. 73, Blol 73, Ghem.
EE, Fronch 65.

McKenzle, E. Kathryn - Eng, 66,
Hist, 62, Geog. 55, Biol. 85,
French 50,

Parry, Franklyn B, - Math A, 62,
Biol. 51, Chem. 54. :
wmr' Hl.llﬁj' G-Et- Eﬂ‘o Tsl
Math. A 82, Math. B 82, Biol
60, Chem, 69, French 77,

Withers, K. Gayle - Eng. 65,
Math. A 58, Biol, 54, Chemn, 56,
Latin 53, French 53,

Reformed chun:h
new minister

to be ordained

Rev. Peter Brouwer has ac-
cepled a call to serve as pastor
of Beth=El Christian Reformed
Church, He completed his stud=
ies at Calvin College, Grand Ra~-

plds, Michigan, last spring, and .

will be ordained here in Eeptum-
ber.

Mr. Brouwer wnﬂrum Brams
pton to study at Calvin Collage.
He is married and has six child=
ren, The family will move into
the charch parsonage in & cople
of weeks. The house is up for
sale, and if it 1s sold, the church
afficials plan to build anew home
beside the church for the mini-
ster and his family.

During the summer, I:Ilvin
College student Dirk Veldhnizen,
his wife and children have been

in Acton while Mr. Veldaulzen'

'has the duties of temporary min-
jster., They are lexving this

mmrmhknmmvﬁngm & pew spectator sport in Acton. To see how

of pipe ‘nto a sertling bed, as dredging be-
gan ‘Yast Friday ,Waiching b~ vworkbreearn je ==
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‘urn 15 sege 3.
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