,ﬂanlts to west Russlans 'to east, é'vacuate @mp

The fall of 1944 and the -

spring of 1945 saw one air raid
after another. Quite often the
sky was full of  planes. One
day we watched one thousand
bombers going over. They
were protected by fighter pla-

‘bombers.
‘Burning planes were to be

~ seen everywhere. The sky was -

" Full of chutes with the
crews landing all over the
place. One plane with a dead
German sitting upright at the
controls, came sailing through
our camp just above our heads.
The guards informed us- that
most of the downed planes
were German. '

The trains were being bomb-
ed on the tracks. We watched

- our boys dive - bombing an eg-
' gine and on the third attempt,

a big explosion took place. Un-
fortunately for us, some of
these trains were bringing us
food, but we could stand being
hungry, because. we figured
that truly the war wuuld soon
be over.

Soon we were suffering from
extreme hunger. One day we
took a vote to decide when we
would have our one meal of
the day. Some of the fellows
wanted to eat in the maming
—Others wished to-dine. in-—the.
evening. The majority _ voted

for 1400 Rours "(200 pmm.), so’

that was when we had our one
daily meal.

In March 1945, we were ord-
ered to evacuats our camp.The
Americans were rapidly ap-
proaching from the west and
the Russians from the east.
The Germans decided that we
should be marched away from
both of these forces. I suppose
they were counting on using
us for bargaining purposes.

The night before the march
was a busy one. We made hav-
ersacks from blankets, jackets
and trousers. These we filled
with canned goods, bread, bis-
cuits, jam, extra socks and ci-
garettes. ;

When we had loaded our
bags, we endeavored to stand
up, with the assistance of a
friend, If we couldn't walk, we
hall to unload some of curwa-
lued possessions and try again.
Finally, leaving various treas-
ures behind, we were ready
for the march.

The next morning, we slart-
ed down the road with lines
of guards on either side. What
an odd leoking group we were!
One chap was pushing a bab:.r

L
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carriage containing hl'.! belong-
ings. Another prisoner had
found an old wagon on which
he loaded his precious posses-
sjons. Most of us staggered on

with our heavy loads on our

‘backs.
When our arms 'hecam:

purple because of the cords
cutting into our shoulders, we
threw away a can of food or
even some cigarettes. The line

of march was littered with it- '
ems of food and clothing.

In the evening when we
ere ordered to halt for the
ght, we were practically ex-
hnustcd Sometimes

we ""wrapped up in blankets
and lay in the ditch. At other
times, we spent the night at
some farmyard. This pmvidﬂr
an opportunity to obtain a lit-
tle extra

We worked in groups.—Some
fellows gathered wood and
started a fire; others began
the cooking, while the rest of
us who spoke German secret-
ly endeavored to contact the .
neighboring farmer to ascer-
tain if he were friendly and if
so, to ask For a little assist-
ance. I managed to- obtain, at
different times, milk, eggs,
bread, cookies and jam. The
boys- who were preparing the
meal would be eagerly await-
ing our return to see what ex-
tras could be thrown into the

Hoading My Way?

I had several interesting cx-
periences while onthe march.
On one occasion when we stop-
ped near a Farmhouse, I con-
tacted the farmer's wife to tr_v
" andl scrounge some 'milk -

Tegs:' She apotofitzed-for: haw-

ing nothing to spare since the,
an army had taken her
extra provisions that very day.
Next mnrn.tng just as we
were preparing to take to the
road again, she appeared at
the front door and to the am-
azement of the German guards
and the POWs, asked for the

Hire 26 new teachers
for Esquesing schools

Twenty-six teachers have been |
hired to teach in Esquesing this

fall, with two being principsals.
James Kennedy leaving the North
York school system will beprin-
cipal at Limehouse, replacing
Eric Balkind who is now co-ord=
inating principal of all Esquesing
schools, while Mrs. Eleanor Hil=-
ton of Milton will be principal at
Norval school replacing Jack
Reed-who has moved to the new

. Stewarttown Senior School,

34VS OAFD

At Glen Williams the five new
teachers are Mrs, Katherine
Newman of Georgetown, Mrs.
Margaret Felce of Georgetown,

. Mrs, Winnifred Jackson of Port

Dover, Mark Garner and James
Barrett, both coming from Ham=-
iiton.

AT LIMEHOUSE, in additionto
the pew principal are MissCar-
ol Lawrnece of Esguesing, and
Thomas G, Travis of Toronto.

Speyside school ﬂ]lhﬁuthme‘_

new teachers, Miss Katherine

. Bowman of Thornton, Miss Van-

esst Hosein of Torooto, and the
1967 Dalry Princess, Carol
Swackhamer of Acton.

PINEVIEW WILL see four new
teachers, Mrs. Judith Bassett
from Windsor, Miss Judith Ray-
worth of Burlington, Miss Eliza-
beth Belton of London and Miss
Beth Buderick of Toronto. '

The largest number of teachers

new to Esquesing will be at Stew-
arttown Senlor School including
Miss Jackie Lince of Georgetown,

. Mrs. M. James, John Lenz, Bob

Pinkerton and Barry Brown, all
from Georgetown teaching syst-
em. Mrs. Marjorie Elliott from
MacTier, Miss Joanne Macke
from Bowmanville, Mrs. Judith
Posthumus {rom Brampton and
David Lawrence from Etobicoke,

At last week’s meeting the
Board was still short two teach-
ers for the fall.

WITH THE Introduction of the
new system of kindergarten in
Esquesing, with the children go-
ing to school all day, but on al-
ternate days, the Board are con-
sidering hiring teachers®helpers
Inr the long noon hour hre:k.

Two portable classrooms are

being erected at Pineview school,

to accommodate the fall influx.
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as we
' stnpptd at the side of the road

M -— er, none
- hurt, I
‘ third attack that we realized

- Can You Identify the Writer?

red-headed Canadian because
she wished 10 give him 1wo
eggs. A 'few’ wmonths earlier,
she would have regretted her
rashness, but she got away
with this open defiance of the
guards who realized that, in
the near f[uture, the shl::-e
would probably be on the oth-
er foot and at this time, they
were trying to be on good
terms with us.

Another time when we had
town, ‘1

_stopped in a _small
stepped out and talked to a
lovely German mother and her
18-yearold daughter. At that
time, there werc some dark-
skinned . French  Moroccan
troops in the village and the
ladies were petrified. They had
been informed that these were
American negroes and all wo-
men would be raped.

I assured them that these
troops were not American and
even if they were, they would
not harm .anyone. I told. them
that when our allies reached
their part of Germany, they
could rest assured that, in
most cases, - the residents

would be tn:alcd with respect.

" As she handed me a jug of
-milk, she smiled and said “Just
Hitler propaganda".

I had breakfast ‘'one morn-
ing with a most gracious Ger-
man family. Having approach-
ed the house from the rear, I
was smuggled inside. The fam-

'I'HEATRE

‘ THuns ~FRISAT.

R e T

— 1*._ il -_.F.l.-p.l_l_ll_l.l.r-

#

carrying wh;ie sheets and who
had been previously briefed on
their--dutigs, rushed to a
field and r\ one minute, there
large sign saying

The dl#ﬂ bombers on

lhe flrsl frun ‘came at us one’
after angther. :
We hit the ground instantly
but when the bombing was ov-
of the boys had been
wasn't till after the

the Ygnks!' had hit the train
which Ihe:,.- had been after.
Then fhey gave us the victory
twislland roared off into the
distance with the smiles of
their faces indelibly engraved
on our minds. .

The wierdest thing hﬂppened
wheh we stopped in a large
town. Ameru:ﬂn tanks _had
bedn seen at the outskirts and

III# authorities panicked. They
1

ilt a big bonfire in the vil-
Ee square in order to get rid
1:1 incriminating evidence. I

ppened

prisoner carrying two loaves

- still,

The h!lﬂ:h is Over

ily was enjoying its first! meal
of the day and I .dug in to the
porridge, egpes, -toast, jam and
coffee as quickly as possible.
As 1 was leaving, the Jlady
handed me a large batch of
cookics which she had speni
much of the night preparing.
Some day I hope to révisit
these farms, but just now the
route lies on the other side of
the iron curtain and I choose
to stay on this side. But I look
forward to the opportunity of
thanking these folks some day.
" Once we had to cross a rail

way line and we saw planes up, |

above. Eight of the marchers
!

|
|
Show Times |
UN. thev THURSY
- pom,
Fri. & Sat.
729 p.m.

Stlurd.v

AUG. 10-11-12

“EASY COME & EASY GO” — Color

& “HERE COMES RUSTY”
ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN" — {Clrl'“n}

Matinee Saturday 2 p.m

SUN. - MON. -

TUES. - WED.

AUG. 13- 14 - 15 - 16

“ONE SPY TOO MANY” (Color)
(Rabert Vaughn, David McCallum)

“ISLAND . SPLENDOR”
“HAUNTED MOUSE” (Cartoon)

THURS. - FRI. - SAT.

|
|
r
|
|
;
!
|
|
|
O e o O e e O O O o O e e o e O o e
r
I
[
I
: ELVIS PRESLEY, SUZANNAH LEIGH
|
|
|
|
|
i
|
;
|
l
i
r
|

AUG. 17 - 18 - 19

“GOOD TIMES” (Color) -
" (Sonny & Cher)

¢ “RIDE THE WILD SURF” (Color)
(Fabian, Tab Hunter)
Matinee — Saturday 2 P.M.
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You don't
have to go over-
board to get complete

insurance protection for your boat at Safeco

With a Safeco Policy. a good skipper gels everylhing he needs
to keep things shipshape insurance-wise. In one package, we'll

‘insure” you for boat.

motar, equipment, hability and medical

expenses. On land. at sea. 12 months a year. you have full-
protecion—ienewead automatically. too, as long as premiums

ars paid when due. See us today.
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17 Mill St E.
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8530150

Bill 853-2645 @ Harold 853-2565 @ Milt 853-2243

WHERE YOU'RE TREATED LIKE A FERSON-NOT

A HNUMBRER

Qffice Closed All Day Saturday during July - August

of bread. He said that German
guards and POWSs .alike were
raiding the quartermaster’s
stores,

I ran as fast as I could and
sure enough, guards and pris-
oners were climbing on top of

"cach other to get through the

windows and were coming

out loaded with bread and veg- .

WITH PORK

to notice another _

.12 noon, the first

etables. But I was too late.
The place had literally been
cleaned out in about five min-
utes.
vain. A German guard

to trade me a loaf of brea fnr
five cigaretles.

I'seized the loaf but the cig—
arettes fell into the mud. He
was extremely angry and lev-
elled his rifle at me, but 1 just
laughed at . his predicament.
Fortunately for me, he spent
his time retrieving his lost
goods instead of giving, me 2
blast. .
 When we had marched for
about three weeks, we decamp-
ed at a large walled [arm-
house. As we were preparing to
get something to eat, the Ger-
man officer in charge ordered
us_to march again. Whﬂn our
'SBO refused to do so, the Ger-
mans declared they would pro-
tect us no longer and headed
off into, _the night, leaving us
Oon our gwi.

We immediately made pre-
parauuns to defend ourselves
against enemy groups who
might wish to dispose of us.
Very soon the German guards
who had been with us on the
march kept coming back one
by one, turning in their wea-
pons and asking for our pro-
tection. We soon had a large
number of prisoners but better
we had some real
and ammunition. &«

I had an interesting task to

perform at this time. Stand-
ing all by myself in a feld, 1
signalled to planes flying ov-
erhead. Using flags, I let them
know that we were allied pris-
oners of war and we were de-
lighted when they returned
the recognition signs.

A few days later on Friday,
April 13, at 13 minutes after
Americans
reached our position. Those
Americans were great guys. As

the trucks and tanks roared.

by, jackets, chocolate bars, ci-
gareltes, cameras elc., were
thrown at us in a steady
stream. Very soon, a detach-
ment broke off from the long
line to look after us. Prison:
camp was now a thing of the

Swpplesd bry THIL DRHAWA Wl IBALL LIANTID
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Richmond school bell

stolen from

The Richmond schoolbell which
weighs between 175 and 250 Ibs,,
has been stolen right from the
roof of the school.

‘The umused schoolhouse is a
part of the Halton Coundy mus-
eum complex in Kalso conserva-
tion area, located right at the
far western border of the park.
Since classes are no longer held

there, it 1s being miaintained in

its present state by the musenm

board until there are findsavail=

able for its restoration,
TUESDAY'S DAILY check of

the property disclosed the bell -

wi3 missing. There were truck

In a few days, we were
flown to Brussels. Soon we
were on our way home. What
a wonderful word is ““home”.
We climbed into the plane and
were on our way singing. Very
soon one of the boys looked
out of the window, saw the
chalk cliffs of Dover, and cried

“My God, it's England!™ 1 say -

without shame that there
wasn’t a dry eye on the plane.

For me Friday the thirteenth
is my lucky day.

rooftop

marks beside the school, and
despite "the welght, the ;'mf was
not even scored. The roof could
ba mounted from a low shed. The
wheel that turned the bell was
broken,

Police were notified and Corp.
Larry Kneale is Investigating.

Mussum curator Maj H. J.
Newmin provided police with a

_drawing’ of the old school bell.

The school will eventually. be
used for lectures and meetings
after it 1s restored, he explained.

Still writing -
Now manager of a fead busi-
ness in Erin, former Free Press
linotype operator Art Hawes will

contimye to write his column for
the sports page.

FRED A. HOFFMAN.
Optometrist .

58 St. George's Sq.
Guelph, Ont.

Telephone 8242071

—WANTED -

Certified Mechanic Wanted
For Off-Highway Equipment

DIESEL AND GAS EXPERIENCE
REQUIRED

APPLY TO:

Aﬂon Limestone Quarries Ltd.

ACTON, ONTARIO
Phone 853-2230
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