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‘drug store on Mill Street and
Mrl“l.aﬂl.‘ﬁlﬂiﬂ became Acton’s

first Bell Tnlqphunﬂ_ Company -

ma r. &
nl?n directory

for January. 168§, *r_-yliltlich is

careful preserved

Gamp:ﬁtlf]r'a Historical Collect-

ion in Montreal, -is a list of

. this town"s first telephone sub-

scribers.

Representing residents and
business establishments prom-
inent here well over three
quarters of a century ago, they
were:

Acton Banking Co., comer
Mill and Willow Streets.
Free Press, H. P. Moore, Edi-

tor, Mill Street. : :

McGarvin, J. E. druggist, Mill
Street.

Nelson, McRae & Co, gen-
eral store, corner ‘Mill and
Willow Streets. .

Storey, W. H. & Son, glove

manufacturers, Bower Ave,

Invented by Alexander Grah-

am Bell in 1874, the telephone
was viewed with
and with skepticismn in these
early years.

To the general public, the
idea of trdnsmitting human
speech over a distance by el
ectricity, was' astounding, and
contemporary NEWSpapers pro-
claimed Bell's invention ;Tn:

ppy<cock” a “toy” ose

Egpulurity would  eventually
diminish.

However, telephones at Acton
slowly gained in number. Dr.
N. ‘McGarvin succeeded J. E.
McGarvin during '1885 and 110
additional busiriess men had
subscribed for service, In-
cluded in the December 1885
listing were: Beardmore & Co.
Beardmore, W. D.; 8rown,
James; Campbell House; The-
Grand Trunk Railway; Lowry,
Dr. W. H.: Moore & McGarvin;
Moore, James; Moore, H. P.
and the Toronto Lime Co,

Shortly after the turn of the
century a larger switchboard
was installed to handle the in-
creased number of subscrib-
. ers and A, T. Brown had jur-
isdiction over the exchange
office. : .

The telephone office remain-
ed open from 8 am. to 8 pm.
during the week; 2-to 4 pm.

Nemato&le ﬁroblem?
Dep't. offers tests

By Charles Warner
Nematodes are small soil in-
sects that are too small to be
seen by the naked eye. Neme-
todes can, howevér, be seen
quite edsily with the use of a

microscope. The damage caus-

ed by nematodes is generally
to the roots of plants,
Nematodes attack many of
our commercial crops, partic-
~ularly the fruit and vegetable
crops. Indications of injury
are decline of the crop and a
general lack of thriftiness.
Usually the plants either stop

wing or slow down consid-:

erably. Eventually the plants
may wilt and die under sev-
ere infestation. ‘Nematodes
may also be responsible for
transmitting certain diseases
from one plant to another. Al
so0, because of the injury tothe
roots, certain soil diseases may
be: permitted to enter the
roots through the injury.

The pematode diagnostic
and advisory service provided
jointly by the Ontario and Ca-
nada Departments of Agricul-
ture can-'help you to deter-
mine if you have a nematode
problem. You can take a soil
sample in the troubled area
and send this to the Canada
Department of  Agriculture,
Research Station, Box 185,
Vineland Station, Ont. The
cost for this service is §3 per
sample. WApplication forms,
payment of the fee, and fur
ther information can be ob-
tained from your County Ex-
tension branch office.

Nematodes are generally
present in all of our local
fruit and vegetable soils. The

concentration of nematodes is
1 Small
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AN EARLY TELEPHONE fine crew. In 1884 a line was erected
between Toronto and Guelph, through Acton, Weston and
Georgetown, making long distance telephone service a reality.

on-Sunday and an hour in the
morning and aftermoon on

holidays, a far cry from the

24-hour service of today.

A connecting a ent was
made in 1911 with the Con-
solidated Telephone Company,
formerly known as the Cale-
don  Telephone Company.
Their 300 subscribers in the

counties of Peel, Wellington, -

Dufferin and Simcoe were
connected to the long distance
network of The Bell Telephone
Company at Acton, Caledon,
Guelph , Rockwood and Or
angeville. .

In 1919 this company was
purchased by the Township of
Caledon and Erin and the
name was changed to the
Caledon Municipal Telephone
System.

This community was first
given connection on the long
distance network of the Bell
Company in 1884, when a line
was constructed from Toronto
to Guelph through Acton, Wes-
ton, Brampton and George-
town.

A significant milestone oc-
curred in 1918 in" the history
of the telephone . at Acton
when the 100th telephone was
installed. It required 35 more
vears before the 1000th set
was installed, but from that
time the number steadily in-
creased with a slight fall.
during the Depression years.

With the formation of the
Trans - Canada Telephone Sys-
tem in 1932 involving seven
major telephone . companies
across the Dominion, Acton

“telephone users were able to -

talk across Canada entirely on
Canadian lines. .

In 1949 the Acton exchange
was converted to common bat-
tery operation, and newer and
more compact telephones
were introduced, eliminating
the necessity of “turning '~ the
crank” to sigrial the operator.

The next great change in
telephone service took place
in 1961 when the dial system
was inaugurated and the toll-
free calling area extended to
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Clearing land, splitting logs
erecling a one-room cabin. and

- planting and harvesting vege-

table crops was. ‘essence

.of Canadian rural life .a half

century before Conféederation.

This was the life which fac-
ed settlers” arriving from the
‘British Isles and ‘Continental
Europe early in the 19th cen-
tury, -

A settler by ship at
Halifax, Quebec or "~ Montreal
was given a “location ticket™
which described roughly the
situation of his land. Pitch-
ing a tent on his property,
the new Canadian would wait
for the surveyor to arrive and:
stake out boundaries.,

The next step was the clear-!
ing of a small plot and the
construction of a cabin to
house himself and his family
during the first winter.

A painting depicting rural
life in the Canadian colonies
during the 1820s is included in
the Bank of Montreal's offic-
ial history “Canada’'s First
Bank” which was compiled
and written by noted indust-
rial historian Merrill Denison.
' The palnting, by William Ku-

works which leading Canadian
painters and illustrators were
commaissioned to prepare for
reproduction in the two wvol-
ume, history.

take in the Georgetown and
Rockwood exchanges.

Them in 1964 Direct Distance
Dialing service came .into eh
fect, providing dialit-yourself
long distance service to th-
ousands of North American
exchanges.: -

Today, Bell Canada’s Acton
exchange provides unsurpass-
ed service to more than 2,000
local telephones.-

Check hay temperature
to guard against fire

. By J. H. Stanley

A loti of hay 1s going into
storage in Halton this year in
damp condition. It would be
wise to check it at least twice
a week for the next month, to
ensure - that it is not heating.
Fire from spontaneous com-
bustion usually occurs during
the first two months after stor-
age. ket i

An easy wav to check the
temperature 15 to make a hay
probe from a ten foot length of
half inch electrical conduit or
tubing. You can then rivet a
-sharpencd hardwood point to
the bottom end of this tube
and drill six holes of three
cighths inch diameter within
the bottom six inches. Now
lower a thermometer on a 12
foot cord to the bottom of the
completed hay probe, and you
are ready to take the temper-
ature of vour hav. A picce of
sponge rubber should be used
at the bottom of the tube to
act as a cushion and prevent
!hu thermometer from break-
ng.

Push the probe well down
into the hay and leave for 10
minutes. Pull out the thermom-
eter and note the temperature.
Watch for the following temp-
erature sign posts.

If 150 deg. F. entering danger
zone. Make temperature obser-
vations daily.

If 160 deg. F. Danger! Inspect
every four hours to see if temp-
erature is rising.®

At 175 deg. F., fire pockets -

may be anticipated. Call the

across the top of the hay for

workmen to stand on while
making observations or remov-,
ing the hay.

7=

“Robert R.

Play it safe! Make a hay
probe thermometer and kmow
the’ condition of your hay
mMOows, !

“Hamilton

OPTOMETRIST

OFFICE HOURS DAILY
(GEORGETOWN ONLY)

THEATRE

THURS.-FRI.-SAT. '

“KALEIDOSCOPE" — Color
WARREN BEATTY — SUSANNAH YORK

* “METRO IN MINIATURE"

“HIGHWAY RUNNERY" — Cartoon

CARRETAL BLDG.
114 Mountainview Road

For appointment
877-3971

i

Show Times
UN. thru THURSL

8 p.m. J

Fri. & Sat.
7849 pm.

Ssturday
Matinee % o,

JULY 13-14-15

Saturday Matinee 2 p.m.

. SUN.-MON.-TUES.
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‘An early Canadian settler
spent his first winters clear
ing more land. A good rate for
an industrious man was: an
acre a week, but generally no
more than 10 acres were clear-
ed in a single year.” '

The main problem wis dis

posal of the green wood. Some

was saved for building or spiit
for fences but most of it was
laboriously burned. Where
possible, the ashes were col-
lected for sale and export.
Az a rule, the tree stumps

still were in the ground when

the first crops were sown, but
they occupled a great deal of
space and eventually had to be
chopped, burned or puled out
by ox and chain.

As soon as possible, the set-
tler would begin work on a
larger and more comfortable
log cabin. Bach log was notch-
ed and fitted, without nalls,
and the chinks were caulked
with moss, wood chips and
clay. A cabin normally would
measure 18 by 20 feet, compri-

" relek, is one of 40 original
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LIPE N THE 1020 was hard, lonely and dull for-
Canada’s early settlers, who were faced with tha challengs of
carving a néw way of life out of & rugged country after arriv-
in?" from the British isles and Europe. Here, while two men
split logs for fences, another uses an ox to haul timber and

the woman of the family hoes the garden. This painting by

"7, William Kurelek is one of 40 which were commissio for

LCleari'ng Iﬁnél, b'uildin'g{’
s of Canadians

sing a single room with a fire-
place at one emd. .

Joint action by district . set-
tlers accomplished much of
the difficult work In those

carly days.

Nelghbors for miles around
would hold a _ '"bee"”, where
they would contribute their
efforts In return for liberal
servings of food and drink —
meals which required seve
days of preparation. '

At a time when life was
hard, {onely and perhaps dull,
such .gatherings constituted
the social activity and "“bees”
often included dances which
continued until dawn.

I Ta

Don't make moves without
proper reflection,
when driving. Keep your rear
window clean and check your
rear-view mirrors frequently.
Experts recommend that you
glance at your mirror about
every five seconds.

especially

- the Bank of Montreal’s official two-volume history; “Canads’s-

First Bank.” B

JULY 1370 16 — THURSDAY TO SUNDAY

2 BRICKS — 50«
22 GALS.—$3.75
2 GAL. — 79c
5-12 GALS.—$3.75

® LARGE VARIETY OF FLAVORS @
_Dlir_g Bar Open Every Night Til 10 pm

GEORGETOWN DAIRY Limited

116 Guelph St. Phone 877-2881

'HAVE YOU RENEWED '
- YOUR FREE PRESS ,_
'SUBSCRIPTION?

Keep informed by keeping your Acton Free Press coming every
week. If your subscription is about to expire, fill in the n:r:—
venient coupon below and mail it today. That way you:won't
miss a single copy of this leading weekly, chock full of reports
on county and community activities, news of the farm front,
special centennial and feature reports, personal columns of com-
ment and reports from district communities. You'll want to keep
posted, 100, on the advertised bargains offered by local merch-
ants and the hundreds of items for sale each week in the classified
advertising section. Don‘t delay, keep the Free Press coming

your way.

fire dfp:lrtmun[ pumper, and J“L" Iﬁ-]?-l.

wet down hay.

However, larger numbers will At 185 deg. F., remove the
be a problem. hiy. The pumper should be
.- Indications in the field that available since flames wil de-

: velop when air comes in. con
tact with hay. ;

210 deg. F., Critical' Hav is
almost sure to ignite.

- Workmen should not’enter
alone, or without ropes tied to
their waists, since fire pockets
may have developed and there
is danger of the men falling
‘into them. o

Long planks omy be placed

59 Willow 5S¢, b 4
' Acton, Ont.

“KISS THE GIRLS AND MAKE THEM DIE”
MICHAEL CONNORS — DOROTHY PROVINE
" Adult — Color |

“STUDY IN TERROR™ — Adult — Color
CHRISTOPHER LEE -

WED.-THURS.-FRL.-SAT. JULY 19-20-21-22

“THE PROFESSIONALS” — Adult — Color
e BURT LANCASTER — LEE MARVIN.
“GUNSHOE MAGOO” — Cartoon

Saturday Matinee 2 p.m.

Please send me The Free Press for ............

Enclosed find  Caa™ b $ i
" Money Order

COMAIL
* TODAY
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