A hml'uld of Hahnn l'.'.ounfy fnn'rllrl lolntd 'l'hu Ontario

and Quebec farmers’ protest.march on Ottawa on Wednesday

of last week, but they
stormed the

Mons.

were not a
parliament buildings, bmku windows and scuffled™

with the Mﬁunﬂﬂ in;an- attémpt to enter the "'#'-’Pﬂf Com- .

part of the unruly mob that

The Halton delegation — 46 strong, rnnging In age

from 17 to over 80 years, and representing
of farming enterprise in the county — was back at Major
--hrk#mptﬂnglnbn&rdih&bu;hrhunnwhmthuﬁm |

nearly every type

Quebec farmers spoiled the otherwise peacaful demonmstration
with- an 4:|ul..||1rli::+urlL I‘hll’ will I:ngu remembered.
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busload at the end of the tir

day.
. march, termed
the biggest mass demonstra-
tion ever witnessed on Parlia-

. ment Hill in Canada’s history, |

several firsts:

* It was the first time the
Ontario Federation of Agricul-
ture, -the Ontaric Farmers Un-
ion and the Union Catholique
des Cultivateurs from Quebec
had organized together to em-
phasize their longstanding de
mands for a better deal for
the farmer.

* It was the best-organized
peaceful demonstration ever
geen in Ottawa, with the excep-
-~ tion of the events after 3 p.m.
when the excited Quebeckers
stormed the House.

* It showed the government
the farmers Feh
enough ;.about their demands
to take an entire day off work
to demonstrate.

* And on the local level, it
pmvnd ntu t-he Earmars of Hal-

ile Il

- chimed in his wife

strongly -

mﬂnbcrsnftheﬂlltnndcm

tion back to Milton that even-

ing.

“We were after a little more
sure future, we would like to
know where we m‘iﬂln%"
““We
haven't much control over the
price of our products and it
was wonderful to see the unity
among the farmers there to-

- day, all working for the com-
‘mon cause.”

The $360 cost of the bus was
borne by the Halton Federation
and the County Milk Commit-
tee. A week earlier the two
groups had called a meeting of
county farmers, when 100 at-
tended to discuss the protest
march and agreed to join it

The whole march was spark-
ed by the announcement of a
new dairy policy but the farm-
ers admitted the idea had been

contemplated for years “be-

Hill,

- Mahon, Mrs. George

ﬂ.rl:Ehnl,GlmCulbunt.Hﬂ.
Denzil La Mrs. William
Pdl:turh.
Bruce Bawden, Walter

. Mrs. Clarence M

cCready,

Bessie Smith, Mrs. John Gal
braith, Harold Middlebrook,
Bert Davidsnn_ Charlie David-
son, Gordon Rognvaldson, J.
McCullough, Ken - Ella,  Floyd
Pickering, Harold Biggar, Ed-
die Brigden, Ray Break, Grant
Williams, Tom Aldnn.nn Vic
Lawrence, Gordon Sm::hir
Tom Boughton, Elmer Fos-
ter, Fred Workman and Fred
Workman Jr., Martin Vander-
boom, Mac Alexander, Clar
ence Anderson, Guy Wilson, J.
E. Snow, Spencer Wilson and
Mr. and Mrs. Brown.

cause of discontent over the
lack of an overall agricultural
policy that would enable farm-
ers to plan their operation like

- any other businessmen.

A ‘brief prepared - h:r the -

three groups in charge of the
mass demonstration reviewed

|~ the lack of assistance the gov-

wlrd .a common goal wh:thcr
they operated a beef, dairy,
poultry, hog or general farm-
ing operation.

“If numbers count, we did a
lot of good today,” smiled Mr.
. Lewrence. as the bus rushed.
the 44 tired but exhuberant

J. J. GREEN, Minister of Agri-
culture, and Mavurice Sauve,
Minister of Agricultural Devel-

.opment, face the crowd on

Parliament Hill. P
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ernment has given farmers,
and called for a far-reaching

| agncultuml policy covering a

variety of farming upcrahm
The Halton bus picked up its

and m women settled down
for a long ride to the nation’s
capital as the bus pulled onto

pnsid:nt of Halion
dpmrs said he was

prices went down :
A floor price of $24 cwt. on the

hogs and a $3 subsidy
on Grade A hogs helped the
small producer, but wasn't
much help to him and a dozen
other large producers in the
county who shipped half of
Halton's pmdur:tmn of 22000

know how we feel” sugpested
Harold Biggar of Oakville. “It
seems like they only listen to
pressure groups these days.
They arrived on Ottawa's

upam:mnrbmm'

couple of plm:ﬂs tack-

pow let’s have decent pri

" They busied themselves read-"
ing the other signs amund *he’

“How does someone

park.

farmers are tired of -turning
the udder clhreek.”

“A Httle dab won't do,” said
another. “Canadian producers
net 25 cents an hour for their
labors™ and “thaw out frozen
prices” said others.

ministers, mnmly
from United Churches in On-
tario, were ssen throughout
the crowd. The United Church
of Canada’s board of Evangel-
ismm and Social Service recemt-
lvipassed a resolution calling
on the church to “support the
farmers in their efforts to re-
ceive just retums for their
rroduct,” and the numercus
clerical collars in the- crowd
bore out the fact many minis-
ters had taken the advice to;

the ultimate by joining the -

| 46 HALTON COUNTY FARMERS JOINED THE PROTEST MARCH

Free milk was disiributed to
the marchers, courtesy the On-
tario Milk Marketing Board
and the County Milk -...-:hmmib
tees.

The marchers rang=d 1n age
hom children to grandmoth-

. ers, and about onequarier of

them were women. One stun-
ning girl with the Kent County
delegation looked like anvthing
but a farmer's wife—she came
in a: form fitting, rather short .
flaming pink wool suit, and
wore dyed platinum hair over
a heavily painted though pret-
ty face.

But due to their early ar
rival, the Halton marchers had
a long wait before the actual
march got underway.

Photographers and radio in-
terviewers circulate] through
the crowd.
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Parliament Hill scene
of unruly demonstration

What started ds a peaceful
demonstration on Parliament
Hill last Wednesday afternoon,

 turned into a mob scene that

- disgusted the Ontario march-
ers who joined the protest of
Canadian agricultural policies.

Windows in the doors of the
main entrance to--the Parlia-
ment Buildings were smash-
ed, several demonstrators
scuffled with RCMP., sticks
were banged against the walls,
insults were hurled in French
and Commons guards locked

__of a few loud fist-shaking Que= ~marche, 3! non???", dbrandishk—

1967

Long wait for ‘short 'y

Halton’s delegation of farm-
ers at Ottawa's protest march
on Wednesday had a long wait
in the hot sun before they got
a chance to join the rest of the
demonstrators for a 15minute
walk to the Parliament Build-
ings. They stood from 1030
am. to 1245 pm. in Major
Hill Park before they got into
the parade.

Some of
thoughtfully brought along
small folding seats, which
made the wait a little more
comfortable. As the time went
by. the public address system

Dairy
foods
owith

iving!

the - ladies had

blared nut announcements, and’

greetings were waved and
shouted as new county groups
arrived to join in the demon-
stration.

At 1130 am., officials from
the sponsoring organizations
read speeches to the assembly

of 6,000 Ontario and Martimes.

farmers. Someone read the
lengthy brief that was, at that
moment, being presented to
Prime Minister Pearson, Min-
ister of. Agriculture J. J.
Greene and the government's
agricultural committee of 11
other members.

While they 5:pnke Ottawa po-
licemen, motorcycle patml!.
and the unobtrusive R.C.M.P
kept an ecye on the prﬂceed-
ings. One man, thought to be
an intoxicated outsider, was
escorted from the cmwd but
it was an otherwise peaceful
morning in Major Hill Park.

“We will march off in coun-
ty groups as soon as the Que-
bec delegation comes across
the bridge from Hull,” blared
the loudspeaker at 12’ noon.

It was a sight never to be
forgotten as the thousands in
the park heard an outburst ﬂl’
singing and looked out over
the river to see the Quebec
farmers marching proudly ac-
ross the ~ bridge. The first
group of U.C.C. members broke
out in a song — “Alouette” —
as they neared the park and
a thunderous applause - rose
through the trees as the Ont-
ario marchers greeted them
with hurrahs and cheering and
clapping.

Tt was 1220 when the first
Quebec group arrived. Behind
them stretched out another
B.O00 or 9000 other Quebec
farmers. They kept pouring
across the bridge, laughing
and shouting and waving their
multicolored placards, for a
full 55 minutes.

As the Quebec groups reach-
ed the park. Ontario groups
were fitting into the parade

{Continued on Page Bf)

the doors to the people for the
first time in Canadian his-
tory.

The unruly part of the de-
monstration lasted only a few
minutes, but several of the
marchers stayed for three
hours before tempers cooled
and they sulked back to their
homes across the river in Que-
bec.

Speeches of Agricultural
Minister J. J. Greene and Min-
ister of QRurzl Development
Maurice Sauve fired up the
protesters as they stood in the
hot sun in front of the capital
building. With the exception

bec farmers who crowded the
official platform throughout
the speeches, all was calm un-
til. just before 3 p.m. when
the microphone was shut off
and the officials left the stage.

Instead of heading back to
their buses like the Ontario
delegates, the Quebec group
stormed over the platform
and right up to the * Parlia-
ment Bullding.

Waving thcir placards
chanting “we want 35 milk”,
they marched up to the front
door and looked as " if they
would enter the House. But
guards closed the” heavy oak
doors, and as the crowd press-
ed onward, the leaders were al-
most trampled in the crush.
‘When those up front| realized
they wouldn't get into the
building, it was impossible to

‘sticks.

and’

retreat through the throng of
thousands who blocked their
way. The mess-took hours td
disperse.

Just three small panes of
glass were damaged in the me-
lee. A taxi was rocked back
and forth. The demonstrators
beat on the doors with their
A handful of Mounties
was almost powerless as they
attempted to-keep order.

The crowd sang and hurled
insults in French. One man,
who had earlier menaced spea-
kers on the platform with a

large mallet to which was af-

fixed a sign reading “Sharp

ed at  the R.CM.P. Many,
as they left, grabbed tulips
from, the gardens surrounding
the buildings.

The 1‘Hallun busload of far
mers was oblivious to the com-
motion. While it was happen-
ing. they were marching back

- to Major Hill Park to awalt

the bus which was to take

them home.

Staff reporter Roy Downs,-
who accompanied l‘he busload
to Ottawa, had stayed behind
to watch the mob storm the
‘House when the Halton group
left Parliament Hill. When he
returned to the bus and told
the Halton group about the
commotion, they could not be-
lieve it had happened after
what, to them, had ®been a
peaceful demonstration on the
lawn.

Crowd disappointed

Leaders of three political
parties were present when the
Ontario and Quebec farmers
loudlv emphasized their de-
mands on Parliament Hill on
Wednesday. Just two were ab-
sent, Prime  Minister Lester
B. Pearson and Social Credit
leader Robert Thompson.

P.C. chief John Diefenbaker
was in the crowd, while Agri-
cultural Minister J. J. Greene
gave a speech, half in English
and half in French.

Tommy Dougias of the N.D.
P. and Real Caouette of the

Creditistes were on the plat-

the hour of
speechmaking, although nei-
ther was called on for any
comments. . Caouette shook
hands with several Quebec
supporters who crowded the
stage shouting his name, and
at one point at the end of the

forrm during

Mike didnt appear

speechmaking, a handful
Quebec farmers hoisted hlm
to their shoulders.

The Halton people were dis-
appointed the Prime Minister
wasn't on hand to witness
their 15000man demonstrat-
fon.

Mrs. Marlon Lawrence, wife
of the Halton Federation of
Agriculture president Denzil
Lawrence of Milton, was quite
disappointed that Mr. Pearson
was not there. “"He knew
weeks in advance that we
were coming, and we left our
sceding to go to Ottawa., Yet
he was too busy to take a few
minutes to see us”™

Several others on the home-
ward-bound bus agreed with
her, including one lady who
said, “I'm disappointed ‘in
him, too, and I'm a Liberal”
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