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X Licking stamps for fifty years

"Thl: public ‘has l:cpf " me

busy licking postage stamps
for over 30 years, and 1 think -
‘I'll stay at the job."

That decision was made
some: years ago; it was made
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CANVASSERS Wlll. CALL
AT EVERY HOME

Denations May Also be Made at

‘I'I'!E BANK OF MONTREAL
OR

DENNY'S INSURANCE AGENC\"
Campaign Chalrman — Mrs. Ray Arbic - 8530744

3k or JMATTHEWS Fsor Acton W

In response to a request that
he should- stand for some
Important elective : office, but
the man who has seen more
vears of service than any oth-
er postmaster on the contin-
ent was eager for no other
honor than his years of. faith-
ful public service.
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Continent’s oldest p@stmaster
was inteviewed by Maclean’s
“and told how Acton had grown

“February 22, Hll.

“Sir: —Hr James Matthews, Postmaster nl.' Actom,
Ont. was appointed to that office In June 1855, and he
served as a clerk In that office for two years hﬂm He
has therefore had sixty-three years’ service in the Actow
post office, sixty-one of them s l’hltmllhr « » « MNiT.
Matthews' service as Postmaster Is pmbillly lm
. service of any Postmaster in Canada.”

“{Copy of a letter from Fuﬂ Oftice Ikpartmt :
ﬂlll;hm+l"

us begins a yellowing uﬂda in MacLean’s mage
zine of December 1, 1922, which continued with a remin-
Iscent Interview with North America’s oldest poste
master, written by J. M. Elson, entitled “Licking
for Filty Years." A check had revealed that Mr. Mat-
thews topped the postmaster in the USA. with the
longest service, Silas Hatch of Hatchville, Mass., who
was appointed In 1898 and was stif i 1922,

As n subtitle for the story MacLeans declared, in
large type, "He was behind the post office wicket wh-n
the Crimean War was fought. Was there when North
fought South. He Is there today, thn oldest postmaster
on the continent.”

The 45yearold page ln:r.lt t Free I"I‘tll
Mrs. Anma Smith, - wae ¥ th' by

lﬁﬂﬂﬂ MATTHEWS
Recalled the Past

You can find him any day
il you emquire at the wicket
of the Acton post office, a
man beyond 87, figure quite
erect, eyesight good and hear-
ing’ almost unimpaired. With
"his coat off, he was among
_ the mail bags that hung on the
" long iron forms waiting to be
locked and sent away to their
various distributing centres,
There he is carrying on, care-
“less- of the fact that in longe-
vity he is crowding the century
mark and in length of service
has a record unequailed In
North America. The dusty to-
mes of Washington and Olta-
wa have been searched. They

your daughter'isthrowing A
giggling, chattering, swmglng,
vibrating pajama party

in the basement game mo_m

they'll all take showers.
_no one will get caught cold.
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-~ ters was very high.

reveal that James Mntlhnwa
stands alone nmunn mstmnm
ters, ,

He was -ppnlntl,'d In AuC-
c-r:ﬂd hizs late Uncle Robert
Swan in 1855, the vyear that
Lord Palmerston became
Prime Minister of Great Arir-
nin, and Schastopal was taken.
. The postmaster who comea
nearest this remarkable termn
was found to be Silas Haich
of Haichville, Bamstable coun-
ty, Massachusetts, who wn=

appointed in 1858, three veara

alter Mr. Matthews,

‘During all that {ong npnﬁ.

—with-its-many-evenis of - world-

wide importance, he hns gone
on his wny, laithfully serving
his. community and the many
that
their glory and passed out,
With 67 years of unbroken
devotion to duty, he has be-
come an unique fligure In this
branch of public activity.
“When T came to Acton withy

-m\r father in 1845" sald Mr.

Matthews to the writer, “we
. settled on a farm on Maln St.
It is now, vou see, bullt up
with business places. Qur fam-
ily had been ploncer settlers in
the Elora and Guelph dis-
tricts. They chopped some of
the first trees in Elora. My fa-
ther in 1826 built the old log
house in Guelph that was: long
wied hy the CPR as a depot,
and that prior to that was »
tavern known as the Priory.
Even in Acton, T have seen ev-
cry house go up except two.
“In those days, a post offlice

~was a. simple-affair—Then- we- -

only had one mall a week. now
we've eight a day. Then there

pression nl' lhelr crest in the.

wax. There were few  news-
papers published In  Upper
Canada then, so that our vol-
ume of mail from the printin
press was exceedingly amall.
Those who did get a  weekly
paper of any kind regarded it
as a treasuré to be read from
end to end.

“They would tell the most
important news to their nelgh-
hors who had no papers. Our
mails then, such as they were,
had to be taken on horseback,
In cutters or aleighs, on wag-
ons or any other meana of

- ponveyance., We didn't-have 50-

have hnd

—

was a very small amount of .

money changing hands. Now
we sell over $40000 worth of
postage stamps alone every
year, besides all the cash that
is handled In the postal sav-
ings bank. and In post. offlce
money orders. In thé early
days, the cost of sending let-

*Shortly after responsible
government was cstablished in
Canada, thc control of the
post office was handed overhy
the British authorlties to the
Canadian government, but pri-
or to that, the postage rale on
a letter rom Toronta to Mon-
treal was 25 cents. On one
from the young provinces lo
Britain, it was. $1.00, Of course
with devclopment and chang-
es. the rate came down tiH in
my bovhood, it was 12% cents
to send a letter to England

and seven cents for one In

Canada. _ _
“When 1 became postmasier
here in 1855,
my uncle, Robert Swan, with
whom 1 was a clerk and who

. named Acton after his old

want to know why ?

Youve got a very sfficient automatic gas
waterheater. Noona knows itsthere, even
when a whole gang of giris decide to take
showers and wash their hair and usa hot
water for all the Countiess things giris use
it for. Then you lhlnlthmnlnrﬂ

Mﬂurﬂﬁlsmlhutmw!utym
can handie the whole gang. Bacause gas
mmmimmw There's N0 warm-
uptlmihrlgllm it's as hot as it can
possibty get the second its So,
the faster the heat, the faster your water
haats up. And that's why your gas water
heater delivers hot water at such an
axceptionally fast rate. With a gas water.
heater, no one gets caught cold.
Sogoshead. Live itup.. withallthe hot water
youcansplashin. Youcanbuyor rentagas
waler heater for aslittie a8 $1.7Samonth.
Seea your plumber dealer, department
store, Of gas COMpAany.

UNITED GAS

With natural pas,
you can take hot water for granted. .

home. -town In England, pos-
tage stamps had not come into
use. People wanting to send
letters lcft the necessary mo-
ney and I stamped ‘paid’ on

- the envelope.

“After postage stamps came
into use, it was the custom of
. most people to lay down the
money and leave the postmas-
ter to affix the stamp. With
the drop letter boxes, this
practice has almost entirely
disappeared.

“Those were the days of
sealing wax. “Families * with
crests would stamp the Im-

in succession to .

~ pan his career

catiseed

“Intercolonial,  the

mile-an-hour automobiles.”

Mr. Matthews has lived
through epochal .days, He he
as postmaster
during - the Crimean War,

"Yeu,” he sald when remingd-
ad ol the fact, “theme have
been a pood many  events
o loeok back upon, The mnin
line of the GTR from Qucher
o Sarnia was completed  In
IRS6, the wyear after 1 started
In this oftice.” About that thme,
there wins a discovery of pold
in the sands of the Fraser and
Thompsan rivers  and  there
wias v wild rush to the West,
which then seemed ke oo dis
fand, unknown world.,

“In 1861, an you know, war
broke ot between the North
and South in the United Stat-
e Ouite o few fellows went
over from around here. One of
them, Mr. Thomas  Statham
ol this village, still drawns his
pension. T remember  quite
wellwhen President —incoln
weors stssaissinated. The  event
aopreat deal of excite
nment '

“The Canadian Paclfic, the
Canadian
Northern, now the  Natlonal,
and nearly all of the other rall
wavs of Canada, have heen
buialt, of course, since 1 he-
came a postmaster. As for pub.
lic events, T guite well remem:
ber the Fenian ralds, the Red
River Rebellion and other dis
tarbances and wars. These la
ler happenings are q':nmp"hrnt
ively recent to me,

“The Red River aflair caus
ed quite a stir in those days,
for we weren't accustomed 1o
getting such a large supply of

world news everv dav that we

vouldn’t digest it. A rebellion
in Our own countrv was some-
thing 1o talk about, T can tell
vOU,

“1 recall thar Major Allan, a
fine soldicr, took a small con.
tingent from  this  neighbor
hood T think the wvolunteers
all came back safelv. The Ma.
jor has since passed swav, The
Fenian  raids, though much

THE WAITING

e that makes a private

herd sire expensively tiresome .

- - - . . Waiting until he is two .years.old to see what

his calves will look like .

Waiting until he is four years old to see how

his heifers will develop .

Waiting until he is six years old to see if his
daughters will produce .. _ .

"I_"au can develop your herd (and income) faster with a

“no waiting™ A.l. proven siee. Bulls of sll breeds, with

known ability, are as near as your telephons. For cata-
logues or further iﬂhlmnﬁm.mwmhnlht_h-

mician.

—character—in—his-dgy,—

—with them |

- considered qulte o

corlier, did not disturb us ko
very much. People were pretty
busy in Halton county in '66
digging out stumps and huild.
“ing log houses for themselves,
The Pglnunm district felt the
most of that brief shock.”
Elderly citizens of Acton,
when they are leaning back in

. their chadrs, like to tell about
the fast horses Mr, Motthews

used to keep, The vHiage In Its
younger dnys was qulte n
centre for 'I'mr:l:t: Irnﬂlﬂg nnd
training.

The name of "Ransen Ad-
ams, reputed (o have been i

forgotten with the tradigg end.
That of the postmasiergls ns-
sociated with dhe twrorting t'v
ents. When  the ﬂllh}nl
mentioned, the, eyes’ of Mr
Matthews brightén. R would
be driving 'ﬂ:l he fys, were
it not for.an aégldent of n
few years hack When he went
ta visht o son in Penve

Prior to this, The gostmaster
drove trotters  that  enrrled
awny the lirst prize at the Pan-
American Exposition Jn Bufla-
fe in 1901 and Segond prize al
a big show In Detroft. He ex-
hiblied his winners at Guelph,
Miltan,
caunty fnirs.

“T had & span,”  he, sold,
“which 1 called the Grev Eog-
fen, There wasnt more than
five pounds difference in the
welght ol these grey drivers,
Oh, how they could slep! 1
could drive o hundred miles
today  and  back  tomorrow
and  they _would
come home strong on the bit,

“ guesa I got 1o bhe reason-
ably: well known  around  lor
mv trotters and  often when
Lowas __driving  through  the
conntry, someone would il
out to me “Hello,
how are the grevs?' Perhaps
the man wouldn’t know  me,
but of course, there's a friend-
Hness among horsemen, even
if thev're not acquainted.”

Mr.  Matthews
further that he had the first
buggy in Acton, snd It was
tip-top

{H"' T

thing in those times. Most ol

_the wvehicles used for trotters

were home-made carts,

“And thev were rather hom-
ely affairs.” he Taughed.

He will also tell with great
pride of an cxperience
hook and line some years ago
when the streams that  flow
around Guelph, Georgetown,
‘Acton, Limchouse and aother
Halton countv points  were
better stocked than now

Twenty dozen in one  dav!
Bu1 enthusiastic anglers
shouldn't think of taking the
next train to Acton after read-
ing of this good Juck Mr
Matthews says the streams
arc pretty well depleted now
And he should know, for cven
though he is past B7, he likes
as well as ever, a dav with
pole and line along a rambling
stream.,

“We used to have fine sport
around here.” he said. with a
flash of vouth still in his eyes
“lLots of deer in former davs.”™

Pausing, he turned 1o his son
and asked, "Do you remember,
Chester, that big buck 1 shot
on the hill back: of Acton? He
was an old fellow with ecight
prungs on his head. When we
got him, we found that he car-
ricd in his body two bullets
which other hunters had lodg-
ed there some time before but
which had not proved serious.”

“Away back in

sport when he went out,” said
he. "We could bring in a deer
or a mess of good fish almost
any time to replenish the stor-
es of the kitchen”

Robt. R. Hamilten
Optometrist

116 Mowntain View §.

Geergpeiawn
111 Ml 5. — Acten

" Menday from 4 p.m.

877-3971
NO TOLL CHARGE
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remarked .

with |

=

= a
T — gy

=ew
-

& =

the 50s and-
'‘60s, a man,could have real ’




