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of Christmas

“WMerry” Christmas? Not al
ways, according to some anc-
jent - bellefs once - associated
with the day. Take, for .in-
stance, the old belief that cat-
tle and other stable animals

‘were given the power of

speech on Christmas Eve,
" Any person who heard the

-animals speak. would die with-

in a year, $o superstition said.
Sombre

log burned, bystanders ‘were

told to watchi the shadows on

the wall. « |
If the shadows of any per-

sons appeared to be headless,
. this supposedly meant death

for those persons, again within
a year. |

Salt was also said to have
the power of forecasting Hfe

- or death, when used in (con-

nection with Christmas. The
test could be made by leaving

"a small mound of salt on the

table on Christmas Eve. If the
salt melted ‘during the hight,
that, too, meamt death within
12 months,

If' the -salt. remained un-
melted, the forecast was for a

- long and healthy life. .

In Horthern Burope, where

- B8 ganta Claus arrives on & white '

horse, boys and girls put out
food for the horse. |

of death.
were read into'stiil other Yule
. tide legends. . When the.Yule

Many legends have devel-
oped around the visit of the
three wise men to adore the
Infant Jesus. Even their num-

. ber is legendary, -

Bt. Matthew, the only book

' In the New t that re-
ferd to the un. reports that
. wise men came from the east,

without ﬂ.}_hm how many

there were.
. It was not until later, in &

‘legend which can be traced
back to the second century,

"that they were called “kings,”

according to The Encyclopedia
Americana. |
In even later tlmes; they

were distingulshed as Melchi-

re omens Little but h@m.maaw Na.o:ﬁ. "
About Visit of Wise Men

e

or, Gaspar or Caspar, and
-The magl originally stood
for the priestly caste of the
anclent Persian Zoroastrlan
religion, As the religlon moved

westward, It came in contact -

with Babylonlan bellefs and

'

i

practices and derived a strong -

interest in astrology, demon-

- Ology and magile.

* By the time it reached the
Graeco-Roman world, it was
practically Identical, in the

popular view, with astrology.

and magic. This explains the
use of the term "wise men” by

8t. Matthew, since they were
astrologers.

E_ram_.nw..—_..m..._ “Fathered” American
Greetings, Encouraged Artists

one thousand dollars, Winners,

To Louls Prang, a native of
Breslau, Germany, 'goes the
credit for being “father of the
American Christmas card.”

Prang, a lithographer who
began s greeting card business
in Roxbury, Mass., exhibited
his own cards at the Centen-
nial Exposition in Philadel-
phia In 1875. He then had the
ldea of holding an annual
competition to obtain the best
of American art for cards,

Hundreds of paintings were
entered in Prang's contest, for
prizes from two hundred to

with two exceptions, were art-.
ists born In the United Btates, -

. Women artists were: well-
represented among winners.
Rosina Emmet was the mother
of the late author and play-
wright, Robert Emmet Sher-
wood. Others were Dora
Wheeler, Anne Morse, Lizbeth
Humphrey and Florence Taber.

The group of 20 Prang prize

cards is owned by Norcross, -
Anc., greeting card publishers,

We're __..n:u__.r best
wishes 'of .,
the season to you and
yours. Have
a Merry Christmas! .

Of Snow and Sleigh
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O'er the field we go, laughing all the way,

Bells on bobtail ring, making spirits bright; S
What fun it is to ride and sing a sleighing songy tonight! :
L i B B | L I F

“4 day or two ago I thought I'd take a ride; .

And soon Miss Fannie Bright was seated by my side.

The horse was lean and lank, misfortune seem'd his lot;
He got into.a drifted bank, and we, we got upsot. ]
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fireplace exists, its proportions

are usually far from suficient

to accommodate the Yule logs

Ctiuring Sacient mes’ n

i nt

England, however, it was a,
solemn family ritual to select

- the log, dry it and burn it ac-
- cording to custom, Logs from -

frult-bearing trees were pre-

ferred, |
The whole family went along

to select the log, as this was

thought to bring godd luck for

the coming year,and to fright-

en away any witches, :
If the log burned out quick-

ly, -or did not burn brightly,

it meant bad luck ahead.

On Christmas morning, the

children of the household beat

upon the log and called for

- glfts to come forth, They were

-and finches like '

scolded by their parents, sent

outside and, afteratime, called .

in to open the gifts, which had
been set near the log.

il
EE.E
L]

You don't need an elaborate |

feeder to share Christmas with
the birds. You trim an

outdoor tree and

with such things as cones
dipped in suet, popcorn, bits

+ of apple and grated carrot, ev-

en pie crust. Blue jays, wood-
peckers, nut  hatches, chica
dees, warblers and brown
creepers are “meat” eaters.
Cardinals, juncos,} “sparrows
vegetable
seeds.

rate it

“Now the ground is while,; go it while you're younyg,
Take the pirls tonight, and sing this sleighing song.
Just get a bobtalled bay, twoforty for hig 1peed;

Then hitch him to an open sleigh, and crack! you'll take

the lead.” -

HE_.Er"

“Jingle, bells! Jingle, bells! Jingle all the way!

u..l.w-_

O/ What fun it ia to ride ina one-horse open E&mm.

Although it says not a word

about Christmas, the song,

“Jingle, Bells,” Is now a famil-
lar part of the holiday season.
The spirited description of
“Dashing thro' the snow, in &
one-horse open sleigh” con-
jures up visions of the old-
fashioned Yuletide. nearly ev-
eryone remembers — or likes
to think he remembers.
Usually it 18 thought of as
“Jingle Bells,” but early coples
of the song show that the title
was really meant to be “Jingle,
Bells" — with a comma added
to make it a command to the

bells to go into actlon,

Both the melody and lyrics
were written by James Pler-
pont, who was the son of a

- minister and who ran away to

sen at the age of 14.
Plerpont wrote the song in
the late 1850's, according to
Encyclopedia Americana, He
was then living In the Boston
suburb ot Medford where, at
the time, the only piano in the
entire ‘village was located in

'the u.nm._n_. of S8impson's Tav-
.ern, It: was there Plerpons

picked out the “Jingle, Bells"
melody. -

i

THE \POINSETTIA
Latin America’s traditional

poinsettia, is also popular in
Canada. Thé shrub, which has
flaming red bracts, is named
_h_HE. Joel R. Poinsett, an Ameri-
ican statesman and former am-

bassador to Mexico.
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Many foods for Christ- &
mas feasting have been tra-
ditional since early days of -
Yule merry-making, al-

\ though roast peacock, the
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. Time to put on our
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May His Star, that guided the Wise Men on
their way tp the Manger, leadus . -
toward greater love, peace and fulfillment.

| EARL VAN NORMAN

Christmas ‘' decoration, the =

Sonta wit, and ex.
tend to you, frém our

heart, every joy al
:..__- Yuletide season.

ROSS'S -
ARBER SHOP
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TR IR eus Lhrisimastide, may the peace and contentment v _ R

R that ‘comes with- love, understanding ‘and good will

R AR o towards our fellowmen prevail throughout the world.

o4 & 7.7 And for you and yours especially, may the meaning of
B Qﬂmﬁmm be deeper, its hopes brighter than ever before.

carry our glad message

| i Uﬂs | of Yule greetings
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Winter scanes, the scent of pine, the sound
of children loughing . .. may these and all
the other beautiful things that mean Christmas
fill your holiday brimful of happiness.
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mnmw cheeked carolers
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