Changes througll many decades ‘discussed
around central stove in

By Mrs. D. G. Robertson

The essay that won first
prize in the Wellington County
Historicml Research  Soclety
compelltion was written by
Mrs. D. G. Robertson about the
place she knows best—Ospringe
‘store. Mirs. Robertsom Is the
Free Press correspondent for
the distwict and she and her
busband bought the store in
1925. The store will be demol-
ished Im September.

There were 13 entries in the
‘contest and the judiges were
Miss ‘Dorothy Lighthart and
Prof. Margarct Evans.

rs. Robertson’s lnl&mstlng
gay follows.
ne of the few remaining
gdheral stores in Erin Town-
ship, County of Wellington, is
situated in the village of Os-
pringe. at the-junction of High-
ways 24 north and 25. OFf inter-
est is the fact that the village
_was named _alter _a village in
England, by early scttlers of the
Anderson and Baldic families.

The building, containing a
store and dwelling, was former-
lv a hotel (one of the many be-
tween Guelph and Erin in carly
days). The frame of the build-
ing is of barn structure with
hewn timbers.

‘In 1910, Mr. and Mrs. Josiah
Stewar! (Father and mother ol
David Stewart of the  village),
bought the building and 50 acr-
es ol _fairm land from Charles
- Anderson (brother of George P.
Anderson, who had a house and
woud-working shop on the op-
posite side of the rond).

The Stewarts - renowvated  the
building and opened it as a gen-
eral store. The post ollice was
moved in from the Tormer "Cun-

United church
Bible School

Vircaation Bible School will be
held ar the United church  lor
two woeeks, beginning  ‘Monday,
August 15, The sessions, under
the direction ol the, Rev. Dwight

- slone

Engel,
each morning.

Specinl material is being pur-
chased Tor the vacation school,
and a volunteer stall is being as-
sembled.

Childien of any denomination
will be welcome to nttend
classes, wehich will be.divided ac-

Store school
facelifting

The f(ormer Acton continua-
tion school, later knowwn as the
sthool, is undergoing a
facelifting during summer holi-
s,

One voom downsiairs, two up-
slairs snzl a hallway are being
dressed up with tile, Carpenter
Pete Turkosz is lavinge plvwood
base with tile on top. He expects

to lay <lose W 4,000 tiles belore”

the jub is completed. -

The roesl on the Robwert Little
public- school s being removed
and a new one applicd in hopes
of preventing further leaks, The
same application was  installed
al the M. Z. Bennett schwol some
months ago.

Tuescay's downpowr  of rain
dowsed some of the classrooms
wherpy oldd rooling material had
been removed, Caretakers were
busy Tuesday night mopping up.

Fell from car
* - »
girl injured

A smuall Rockwouod child was
jurcd Mondav allerneon in oo
tragic accident near Ac ton, when
she tell Trom an open rear awin-
dow ol her lather’s car.

Milton  OP.P. said
Welsh, tour and a hall
daughtor ol Mro and NMrs,
neth Welsh ol Rockw wodd,
apparenitly leaning out  the vear
window when she lost her bal-
ance and fell w the pavement.
The car was being dviven - bw
her tather

She was treated ot the ollice
ol Dr. I Hutchinson ot -Acton,
then placed in o Guelph hospital
for. observanon. She suafbtered
sevele  abrasions o her back
and the back of her head.

The acwvident hapnened  carls
Mounday alternoon on Haghwa
25, just souath ol the Acton tewn
Imits, Const. L. Rocal of Milton

O.P.P. investipated,
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Tl be Trom .30 to TI30 '

the -

ningham store" (on the site of
the present China and Gift
Shop) and on Februaryil, 1910,
Josiah Stewart became postmas-
ter. Mail was carried by horses

‘from Erin to Guelph.

A large driving shed -at  the
rear, now long since demolish-
ed, accommodated the many
horses and wvehicles :.u.n:ung Lo
the store.

Home - churned dairy butler,
fzrm [resh eggs, pouliry, pota-
toes, maple syrup, apples cle.,
for groceries ancl
Mr. Stewart was a regular sup-
plicr of the weekly market in
Guelph. On the return trip, sup-
plics were brought back to the
store, inchwling . cured meats,
oatme: al, flour and sugar, and

Save now

As -our cenlennial year ap-

proaches, Interest In local his-
tory grows. This week the Free '

Press is publishing a history of
the Ospringe store. Om hand is
an interesting history of Bal-
linafad church written by Miss
Bea Hills, We are not holding
these untll centeninlal year, since
they are ready now, and by then
we expect to have much more
material to publish.

In 1967 there will be much val-
uable material to be collecled
by those intercested In local his-
tory.

There is some thought belng
given to printing all centennial
muaterial together in one section
of the Free Press, so it can be
clipped out. At any ratle, we can
only suggest mow that thils his-
tory of Oupringe store, and the
upcoming article on Balllnafad
Church, and others, be clipped
and saved now, In expectation of
IMore.

Ospringe store

caddies of chewing tobacco, this
commodity finding a ready mar-
ket among the Farmers.

In 1919, Mr. Stewart sold the

store and dwelling (retaining the
50 acres) to Robert Lindsay Gor-
don, who came -from” Arkell,
where he had operated a store.
During Mr. Gordon's stay, large
quantities of produce still were
traded in for groceries, and like
Mr. Stewart, Mr. Gordon sold
thHem on the Guelph market. The
Gordons were assisted by Mr.
and Mrs, Peter Sims (the latter
a sister of Mrs. Gordon).

In 1923, the Gordons sold to
Mrs. Ada Ecclestone and  son
Fred, whose stay was short, as
they sold May 20, 1925, 1o D. G.
and Mrs. Robertson.

The Robertsons came [rom
Guelph, where David, in partner-
ship with a cousin, Lome Mat-
thews, estieblished and operated
"The Five Point qu_m'u

Merchandising then was vast-
Iv different trom  the present
lime. No electricity and  cars
were nol so numerowus,  Most
farm wives baked their own
bread and had their own cows’
milk, and all kept a few hens.

This was a [ar v from the
present, when bread and milk
trucks call at farm homes. Oat-
mead and sugzars were stored in
Fuge barrels and bins at the end
ol the counter; soda  biscuits,
tow, were sold in bulk; and each
weekly order contained a need
for coal oal Lor lamps and lan-
lerns,

Gas and coal oll were brought
i cach week by a team ol hors-
e~ rom Acton, by the late Mr.
Kannawin, The gas pumps were
Luter removed Trom the front ol
the store when the  highway
came  through  and  all “curb
pumps” were prohibited,

Holton warden Bert Hinton
now honorary Texas citizen

Ong of "half o dozen invited
.ll'hIL|L..Il'l guests at the National

ties conlerence in New Orleans,
Halton warden Bert Hinton has
comye back as an honorary Tex-
an, with the kevs to an Ameri-
can city . . and with plenty ol
information .

He attended the liveday con-
ference as a member of the ex-
ccutive ol the  Association ol
Ontario Counties.

Stmilar things arce being done
in the ULSA, and in Europe in
different wayvs, and Mr. Hinton
telt he learned o preat deal that
will be of specitic benctit. Par-
ticulariy interesting 1o him were

the sessions on vegional govern-

ment and on wellaore,

County  govarnment  in the
stades is very stronge and im-
portant ;  vprescotatives  are
clected politically,

Especially well received were
the six Canacians, Mr. Hinton
hiwl taken a supplyv ol new Cuan-
adian flags  and  these  were
much apprecialed by those of
the 3000 there who  received
therm,

In exchange, Mr, Hinton will
receive o Texas lagp.  He was
the only delegate to be made an
Honarary Texam by the delepa-
tion from that. state! He owas
also one of only three at the
conlterénce to be presented With
the kevs to the vity of Baton
Rouge by the mavaor ol that ci-
tv. M. Dumas, who is also the
current presicdent oF the dasseo-
Clant ton.

This is the sccond LS. cun-
ference of counties  that  Mr.
Himnton has attended. Two vears
agzo he was in Washington,

Alter the otlicial conference,
he joaned o group on a post-con-
vention tour 1o Mextoo, Thes
travelled by land from Mexicn
City lusr"u:u]'-l_i,lfu, stopping . ot

RO R u!—.ﬂ.:‘m. CTEL T Y1)

wunshine and

at Tasco, the silver mining con-
lre, and at historic sitos. .

" He sponsored o motion
neat  vear the post<onvention
towur be 1o Expo 67, and this was
w0y 1.\.'I..'“_ I't,‘l._'l._'i'\'{.'-l'.,l I.hl.," Eiillildi:ll‘lh
were asked  to ook after are-
I';lnE"Cl'l'lL"“lH.

While stockpiling information
lrom the conference, Mr. Hin-
ton is also mnvolved 1 o pre-
gram ol studving Ewropean re-
gional government,  The f{irst
wick in Septecmber he leaves for
London for a'study tour of (LU ALE
crnment svslems, sponsored by
the Ontirio Municipal Associa-
tion.

“Every person has lbeen
pecially asked to attend every
stngle sesstor in England,” Mr.
Hinton savs, With a background
ol information nhhum:d from
crnbassies, he is looking  for
ward to amassing o great <deal
more  mlormation on eeional
covernment  during his wecks
awsiv, Alter two weeks in Eng-
land
dv Jocal government.
o o Germany and Sweden: the
other hall’ 1o the Netherlands
and Denmark.

Mr. Hinton  1s
a keen
tion. He
pertinent

L

well-known as
collector of informa-
has files which place
intormabion  nght  at

his Fingertips as he attends his

Many mectings,

He was another who had dil-
ficulty coming home beciuse ot
the sarhne strike 1 the States.

—Garden veectables are hoepgin-
ning to come in and many resi-
Jdents have enjoved feed=ol Lresh
beans, spinach, beets and  cab-
bace, Tonudoos  are lorming
micelv but require plenty more
water belore
SN,

| each dav,

That

. October 30,

the group divides to stu-
Then hall |

t'ip_- :

The store was heated by a
huge stove, in the centre of the,
floor, where neighbors and cus-
wmers sl and lingered. Many
items of state and country were
somelimes  heatedly  discussed
and settled. On a cold, blustery,
winter afternoon, the odd game

of checkers was plaved.

Interesting to nole are prices
paid by customers — in April,
1927, c2ps were 22¢ a dozen and
dairy ‘outter 42¢ b, Poultry pric-
es paid in ‘December, 1929, were
—pecse 22¢ 1b, hens 20c-23¢ b,
chickens - 23c-27¢ 1b., turkeys e
Ib. and ducks 20¢c-2lc b, Dur-

ing the dcpn:ﬁ:ﬁiun vears of the

1930°s, cggs were 8 a dozen and

rotatoes 3bc a bag.

In 1932, the store received a
[ace-lifting, when more modern
shelving and a new floor were
irptalled. Previous to re-opening,
a dance was held, attended by <
goodly number, music  being
supplicd by the Ospringe  or-
chestra — George P Anderson
violin, Oscar Locker guitar and
Arnold Sunter, drums.

Electricity had’ pot been  ex-
tended to rural avcas, and it
was a morning chore, well per-
formed by Mn Gertrude  Sun-
h:t', clerk for over 20 veprs, to
clean and Ll all the Lu‘l]pa used
o light the store.

One amusing incident comes
e mind — ice cream was sold
onlyv in the hot summer months
and was packed in ice and salt,
which had to be drained ol
This was thrown on
the road to help lav the dust.
Neighbors'  cdws, hungry  (or
salt, used to come and lick up
all they could lind.

One bossy,
than others, walked through the
opent door and came  in  the
store to find the source of sup-
ply — ncedless to say, she was
cautiously ushered outside  be-
lore anv damage was done,

‘The “Gravel Road” as it was

then known from Guelph to Er-
in was taken over by the De-
partment of Highwavs and pav-
ed in 1951, This proved quite a
convenicence as tratfic was greal-
Iv increased, resulting in more
Lusiness.
In 1950, electricity was inslll-
cd in the store and modern
store cquipment was added. On
1947, the govern-
ment, with a view 1o economiz-
ing, removed and closed the post
offtce and patrons are now ser-
ved by rural mail carrier.

After serving the village and
surrounding arcas for 36 years
as a pencral store September 1,
1966, will sce the end of thiscera
as the Department of Highwavs
has purchased the property,
which will be demolished to pro-
vide a clear view corner at the
junction ol the two highways.

Relerences used — post oflice
records: talks with tormer own-
ers: and present owner's know-
ledpe.

New Policeman

Constable Bill Jovee of the
Milion O.P.P. Detachemnt  has
joined  the local detachment to
replace constable Bruce Krossler
while he is recuperating lrom an
injury.

Constable Jovee began his du-
ties last week and is cxpected to
remain here for the balance ol
the month. At this time Con-
stable Kressler is expecied o
return o duaty.

Add name

In the account of the wedding
ol Dullv Vioncent, Galt, o Paul
Renwick, Galt, on Julv 14 the
name of e bride’s grandmuoth-
er,- Mrs. €. D, Holmes, Owen
Sourwd was inadvertently  omit-
tedd. The bride's mwother s the
former Gladys, Holmey of  Ac-
Lon.

OU'S NO GARDENER!
BUT HE'S HOEING DOWN
USED CAR PRICES

_FOR A REAL BOUQUET IN A USED CAR BARGAIN

DROP

NOW AT

" LOU'S USED CARS

" MAIN ST.

ROCKWOOD

- 8564235

~Youngsters

I
more venturesame

 Streetsville

f

To waship cleans up road
but dumpers keep dumping

“It is amazing to see how
much has been dropped  there
since Thursday night,”  Nassa-
gaweya Township road superin-
1endent Grant MceMillin  told
council on Monday night.

Mr. McMillan, talking about
the garbage dumping problem

on the Nassagaweya-Esquesing

Bible school
at seven homes

A five - day summer Vacation
Bible School begins Tor yvoung-

sters five vears of age and over,

Monday, August 15, until the fol-
lowing Friday, sponsored by the
Child ['1.._ﬂrgl_-'[|'-.in ]t_'lluu.u]'lip ol
Ontario. .
The annual  Bible Vacation
School will be conducted  apgain
this vear by wo  missionapy
pivls who will 'ne in charge ol
the various classes held at dif-
lerent homes in town and Lime-
house. -
The classes are inlerdenomina-
Lional and-include songs, Bible
storties and  coloring  sessions.
wishing o atlend
are asked to register al any ol
the places nearest 1o them.
Classes are being held it the
Following homes: Mrs, Charles
Landsborough, Lake Ave; Murs,
Murrav Scovne, 111 Ehzabeth
D 'Mrs, Allan Ellerby, 54 Ac-
ton Blvd.: Mrs. Stan Cripps, 95
Agiwes St.; Mirs. Gordon Ralston,
60 Mowbray Place; Mrs. William
Rochester, 132 Churchill Rd. 5.
and Mrs. Carl Hill, Limchouse.

CLEARANCE!

On Carpet in Stock
Savings

Up To $3 sq. yd.
"~ REXOLEUM

9 FOOT WIDTHS

99csqg.yd. - -
BELFORE

6 FOOT WIDTHS

79c sq. yd.
3
WALKER'S

HOME FURNISHINGS
127 Woolwich St, — Guclph

PHONE 822-2420

MR. ERIC LADNER

Mrs. Hannah Servos, owner
of Milton Department Store
Ltd., is, pleased to announce the
appointment of Mr. Eric Ladner
as general manager.

Mr. Ladner is married to the
former Mary Davis and is the
father of two children, Todd,
ige seven and Cobina, age
four. He and his family have
lived at 28 Britannia Road, East,
Streetsville for the past 10
yvears and they are menibers
of Streetsville United Church.

Mr. Ladner was the charter
president of the Streetsville
Kinsmen Club and for nine
years had 100 per cent attend-
ance at meehngs.
chairman of the board of ste-
wards of Streetsville Unmitec
Church, a director of the
Arena” Board, a
member of the Citizens’ Cen-
tennial Committee and am ac-
tive member ot the chamber
at Commerce for three years.

He has 14 years exper:ence
in the clothing business work-
ing in Branpran, -Georgeto.an
arid the Streetswitle Districe, He
has 12 years of rmanagerial ex-
perience and for three wears
was president of Eric Ladner
l_.[ﬂ'lﬂ'ﬂ'd g b - ;

He enjoys recading, playing
golf, hockey as” a spectator, and
i5 looking forward to participa-
ting in activiies in town.and.
becoming acauainted with the

citizens of Milton and the many

faithful customers aof Millan De-

partment Store.
e B e N PTG

" Township Line,

He <™ Past ;

just  south ol
Mihion Heights, said, “we clear
ed it all up Thursduy and, today
we limshed Lilling in the e —.
s ammazing to see how much
has been dropped there since
Thursday night”

Since the aren has bocn ¢lean-
vd up however, council has tak-
en slepys o have closer Police
patrol ol the area and signs in-
dicating o 850 fine for denmping

Aarbage will soon be crected,

Mr. McMillan also mentioned
that due to the lack of rain this
vear il was necessary to o rent
a’ 200 callon  water
sprav the roads belore calcium
cottld be applicd. The track was
vented tor 14 davs,

Modem researeh has made

2real progress in the diagnosis
amd treatment of inborn heard

defects, vour  Ontario . Heart
Foundation points ot

}%’i“t}:’i
i.:r"'?*

bank  to

“The Acton Free Présﬁ, Thursday, August 11,

1966

New regulailnns

.Must stop for

"Hon. Irwin Haskett, Minister
of Transport, introduced in the
Legisiature the following aomencls
ments to the Highwoay Treallic
Act which hawve been enacted el
the sesston just concluded,

Starting Septemiber 1, motor-
ists  will be. reguired o stop
when overtaking and when ap
proaching a school bus stopped
witlt signals Thwhing,

Where a school bus is stopped
omn a hiphway on which the max i
e specdd linsit is greater Han
315 miles per hour tor the puars

- pivse of recelving or discharging - -

cehool children, the driver of o
verhiole when overtaking a schoosl
bus on which the words “do
not pass when signals Hashing ™
are nurked and two red signod
lights are illeminated by inter
pmrittent  Hashes, shall stop the
veeicle before reaching the
s ool bus and shadl not proceeel
wrtli] the buts sestnies motion or

highway

-

school bus:

the sipnaldights are no longer
operating.

Likewise  when
such o highway other than o
with  sepaarate - romd-
wotys, a4 2chool bhos on the Tront
af which rweo red  siEnad-lights
ilamitnated  withh  intermit-
tent Hashos, motorist s must stop
belore reaching the school bus.
and proceed only when the 'HII-_!,"
vl lights e aperat g,

Imeuting . on

ali’e

Polluck end
Campbell

Manufacturers of

HIGH GRADE MEMORIALS
MEMORIAL ENGRAVING

62 Water 5t. North, .GALT
Telephone 621-1580

B
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“SPECIALLY SELECTED"

BLADE ROAST

TENIDER JUICY

| Short Rib or Shoulder

ROASTS

“KING OF ROASTS"—

SHORTY CUT — CHEF 5TYLE

— VALUE CHECKED — BRANDED

55:

59:|

PRIME RIB ROASTS 89:

“IDEAL FOR BARBECUE"

GROUND BEEF CHUCK

[
E

— FRESH MINCED-BURGER BLEND

e e S — | | S 5 4

e E— TN T Tk
e

69:

FANCY QUALITY — CLARK'S —

TOMATO JUICE

48-0z. Tin ,

BEST BUY! — SAVE 14c — FRUIT DRINK POWDERS — READ

KOOL-AID

SAVE 10c — FOR SALADS OR DEEP FRYING —24-oz.

SIZE

MAZOLA CORN OIL

MANHATTAN — REG. 69c

POTATO CHIPS

PICNIIC — 48 oz. SIZE

29
: 4 9-
69-
29-

ASSORTED DRINKS 3 : 89-

— FRESH FRUIT AND PRODUCE —

HOME GROWN — No. 1

Cucumbers 3:25

HOME GROWN

Potatoes 10 b 41

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTI-'TIES




