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Further increases led to the

building of additions in 1935;

1959 and 1964, .

The achool enrolment in Sep-
' tember 1953, the last vear in the
Stone School, was 134, In Sep-
“gemboer 1966 we estimate  Fhat
the [ligure will be about 435,
There was a steady annual in-
crease up to this year when we
cxpericnced a levelling olf. Tt
a5 anticipated, howewver, that
there wil be further increases
as the overall popalation of the
avhole districl increases.

At present the Jfacilities in the
school are adequate even with
the addition of one extra .class
in September 19%. We should
be able to absorb the anticipat-
cd increase for two or three
years but wil likelv require
more mooms afler that time.
Howewver, a sharp rise in popula-
tion could force earlier building.

It has been the policy of the
Acton District High School
Board to atiract and retain
good, qualificd teachers so that

dhe students of the school may-

benefit- from the best instruc-
tion possible. Since the school
is adjacent to the Metropolitan
Toronto area there is constanld
compelition with the schools ol
the fatter in hiving teachers,

It is necessary thervehore, o
maintain a salary schedule and
working  conditions  tha
competitive, Progressive step s
In these directions have been
laken  over the past sceveral
years and the Acton Buoard s
now in a Bvorable position.

Teachers have roecently gone
on record avith  the submission
that working conditions at the
schwool and the attinde of the
Board  toward  education  are
among the best in the province.
At present the slatl of the high
schodl pnumbers 24, Although
the average ol vears ol experi-
ence is not high, the calibre ol
the individuals aand their over-all
cffectiveness is improving from
year to year,

The caretaking stafl consists
ol three Tull-time carviakers,

"cwho keep the building and the
school property in excellent con-
dition. They are Rudolph Spicl-
vopeel, Ken MecKinnon and Norm
Roberison,

Because of the size ol the stu-
dent body the program of the
school is limited. The [ollowing
programs  are being taught at
the present time: fivevear Arts
and Science, four-vear Arts and
Science, fouryear Business and
Commercial, Special Comercial
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employment in conmerce  and

- industry.

Special Commerial  Course,
designed to Nit the graduate for
olfice employment, Is an inten-
sive one-year vocalional course
based upon an adeguale general
cducation. Pupils  whe hav com-
pleted satisfactorily Grade 11 or
12 of any approved [ivevear pro-
pram or Grade 12 of a topr-year
program are cligible for ad-
mission to this course.

In September, 1965, a class in
Driver Instructionn avas estab-
lished in the school - A total of
147 schools in Ontario are now
offering 1the course and 60 more
are expected ta start oflering
courses in September 1966.

A memoramnduin from the De-
parilment of Educalion and the
Department of Transport ¢m-
phasizes that all courses in
driver instruction must be held
oulside regular school hours
and must not reduce, or inter-
fere with, the dime alotted to
the regular subjects in  the
scheol curriculum. .

Siudents who wish to have
courses not offered in  their
home school (techinical or voca-
tional courses) muy take such
courses at neighboring schools,
The Board will pay for tuition
but nol for tansportation,
About 40 students rom this dis-
trict are now altending George-
town or Guelph.

In order thal the clicctiveness
of instruction be increased and
that more offective use be made
ol school time “The Six-Day

have

Cycle” will be dimtroduced in
September, 1966, This is a sehed-
ule which repeats itself every
six schoul days. [t was designed
originally to overcome a num-
ber of problems which have
bothered secondary schoul  ad-
ministrivors and it appaars to
been  successful  in the
schools that have already adopt-
ed it AT o
EDUCATION RESEARCH
With the advent ol comaputers,
educators have more statistics
available on various aspects of
cducation than they can apply
or imerpret. The Department
of Bducation has taken giant
steps to keep abreast ol grow-
ing problems. They have buen
able to do this by making full
use of mesearch techniques and
findings. :
Decisions based on scientific
rescarches in education are not
necessarily  beyond
However, these decisions should
be altered or supplanted only
alter contrary information has
been obtained from more ob
jective or more  exiensive  re-
searches. The corollary is that
lay people, teachers and board
members should keep an open
mind about new tindings and
new methods, Changes are nol
suggested at Department levels
unless they have been scientific-
ally proved to E-.wu meril.
EDUCATIONAL PROBLIEMS
A problem which is felt here
in Acton and in other schools s
an  apathetic  attitude  toward
oindies. We find all too olten

re-proach,

that capable students fail 1o
achieve their potential for lear
ol having an  accusing  linger
pointed at them by some  of
their more vocal and indolent
classmales, )

Too many are satisficd just (o
scrape by with a minimumn of ¢l
fort and reproach anyone who
does o conscientious job, Tosay
that this atlitude is dimgerous
is pross understatement because
it teaches students to develop
habits of laziness which culinin-
ate in Fatlure. )

As a result of a survey ol our
graduates for the past [0 years,
we discovered that no student
passed grade 13 in one year who
had less than a 66 per cent
average in either of grade 11 or
12. Similarly, no student ever
obtained a grade 13 diploma in
one year who had less than 75
per cent in grade 9.

These Tacts point out that no
one, regardless of his abHity,
has been able in a short time 1o
develop good work habils. Even
if such a person is able to de-
velop a healvhy attitude toward
studies, his  inadequate know-
ledpe of previous work makes
success close to impossible, Re-
sults show that, those students
who Iearn to work hard carly in
secondary  school  are able 1o
continugsuccessfully, Such sta-
dents, farthermore, do nol ox-
cmplily o dedlining  averapge
throughout  their high  school
work.

We refuse to allow students
who are obviously ot aworhing

i ay J"_.Il'q._.ll

THE HA

Beardmore & Co. Limited

. TANNERS. SINCE 1844

LLMARK OF QUALITY:

to remain in school. In most
cases, parents have been enlire-
ly cooperative in such instances
arid we have-been able to affect
a sutisfuctory change in attl
tude. Although the Reorganized’
Program entices more people to
stay in school longer, it defin-
itely does not permit students
1o altendd school without worke
ing. ' .

It is pssential that scecondary
schooling instill in students
those altributes which will
mould them into good citizens,
suceessiul employees or employ-
ers, inspiring and judiclous par-
ents., Lf this is to be realized
educators must insist upon cons’
scientious attitudes and accepts
ahle soclvl behavior on the, part
of the sludents, .

There 1s no patented method
of leading each human being to
personal success. However, we
intend 1o do the best possible
with the equipment and persons
nel which we have at our disposs
al. . .

We require the co-operation
- and support ol everyone if we
are 1o inspire the young people
of today to become the progress
sive [ree-thinking, capable ads
ults ol loMoOrrow.

o

CEMETERY ENLARGED

A new cemetery arca of seven
aeres has just been added to
Fairvicw cemetery.  Acton also
has the Roman Catholic Dublin
Cemetery near town, and the
historic Pioneer cemetery. Each
vear the praves in all  threo
coemeteries  are  decorated  on
Decoration  Day.,




