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- The fellowing information
outlines the operation of Ac

tou district high schoal,
ROLE OF SECONDARY
EDUCATION

Not mamy years ago se<can-
dary schools were compused of
two classes of students. The
minority group, comprising
abour 10 ocut of every 100 stu-
dents entenng grade 9, studied
Latin, gr:tduatet.f from grade 13
and several of them weni: on
TOo university.

The other 90 dropped out of
high school prior to oblaining
an Honor Graduation Diploma.
These people left school for a
number of reasons: some did
not possess the intelligence to
continue, others left from lack

—
of funds and regrettably, =ome

failed because of work

babits and attitude.

Education research has taught
us that abou: 14 per cent ol all
students have above average in-
telligence. At the other end of
the i1niclligence scale, we have
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another 10 per cent or so which
are below
and may not reach secondary
school and reguire special train-
ing and help. This leaves about
80 per cent of the people in this
or anv other country who are
neither brilliant nor dull  but
who can  become productive,
sclt-reliant cinizens quite as as-
surcdly as someone wrth an in-
telligence quotient ot 150,

 Under our former svstem of
secondary  <ducation, manv  of
this  group. of people became
discouragad and dropped out of
school, They were lorced 1o
study subjccis which were oo
difficult or uninteresting 1o
them and in the lace ol poor
achicvement students  felt
school with a gnadge against so-
cicly and a nezative attitude to-
ward cducation. There is a pro-
pf.‘t}hil}.' fog®
Lh - L] . -
difficultics in the classroom and
#0 drup out of school before be-

- Bence.

average inielligence”

Cbest training possible to
people with less than “superior”

discouraged ur :
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Acton District High School -

figh_School Board
Outlines educational system =

coming sufficiently matue to
benefit an employer,

The Reorganized Program of
Ontario Sccondary Schools
helps to avercome this prablem
by allowing students of average
or belaw average inlelligence in-
to & course which will permit
him to be suyccessfyl. In many
cases this has praved to be a
method of replacing [ailure with
accomplishment. It aHows us
to graduate relatively mature,
selfconfident people from grade
12 at the age ol seventleen or
cighteen who would orherwise
have left school with a disgrunt-
led attitude sevemal years car-
lier.

The purpose of education as
we se¢ it is to cducate, train,
and otherwise develop cach in-
dividual to the limit of his abil-
itv.  Naturally, the brightest
students, those which are uni-
versity bound, occupy a position
of prestige in the schools. There
has probablv never been a time
in history when so much atien-
tion has been given to  intelli-
A person’s future is
moulded almost  assuredly by
his L.Q. now as it was by his
father’s hinancial status 00
vears ago.

Educators owe It 10 society to
do the verv best job possible
with  our brightest  students.

This is s0 because these people
will comprise the body of our
future professional people. It
15 lTrom this group that will
come  our doctors, scientists,
Lywwvers, teachers, engineers and
political leaders of the future,

Our national progress depends
upon such people -and we al-
ready suffer from a deficiency
ol professionals. On the inter-
nalional scene, we are in compe-
tition with other nations for the
sale of manulactured goods, ag-
ricultural and other products.
In fact, the survival of our
Democratic form of government
is dependent upon its ability 1o
compate  clficiently  with  the
vovernments of other nations.

Our [uture success in the com-

petitions mentioned above will

depend upon our ability now o
graduate  thinking professional
people. We need people who
possess a vision, who can think
mdependently and come  up
with new ideas that will keep us
in the international race for sur-
vival,

However, it is no less import-
ant tor educators to give the
these

intelligence. This group ol peo
ple, up o 9 per cent of the
population is  responsible  tor
the normal lunctions o all as-
Pecls wl CRLIT R RRNE N, These
peaple il thousands ol ditter
Cent ovcupations  ranging  Lrom
unskilled laborers 1o ho Iy
traned  technicians amd skibied
RTINS

In mmost o
become specialists tollowing
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speciabized training  after  leav-
ing school. It is paramount that

these people abtain the best
equipment possible ta help
them make correct degisions
and to lead successful lives in
A society as complex as our own,

Puring thelr years in school,
stuglenis hawe their one oppor
tunity 40 bicome apcguainted
with and 1o lvarn to appreciate
the heritage of knowledge and
culture which is the free gift of
untold numbers of human be-
ings awho have devoted their
lives to the forward progress of
civilization.

It may be that a bricklaver
will ‘'be no more efficient for
having studied Shakespeare and

'English Literpture but he . awill

be better able to express him-
scll, possess more  seli-<confid-
coce and lead a more satisfying
Tile,

A construclion

worker will
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be no more adruit for having
studied sociology but he will
understand himself better and
be better able to contribute to
community llfe,

A housewife will
usc of ‘Biology or Modern Math-
ematics in the kitchen, but she
will be infinitely more helpful
ia her children when thoy dis-
cover “earthworms in the back
yand or have trouble with their
homework.

A farmcr, by the same reason
ing, will mako little use of hav
ingz studied World Politics while
uperating a combine hut he will
be able to cast his ballot much
more wisely and to inteligently
lulfil his duty as a citizen.

In short, speclallst training is
essential and desirable nowadays
but people need a broad, general
cducation in order to keep the
modern world from spinning

out trom underncath their feet,

The Acton District High
School Board is composed of
five members appointed as fol
lows:

Actan Councll, two members,
Chester Anderson, Ray  Arbic:

Te o

make little.

= e

Acton P.S, Board, vne member,
Tom Watson; Esquesing Town-
sheip Council, one member, Ker-
win  McPhail; Nassagaweya
Township Council, one member,
Duncan Moffat, .

At their first regular mecting .
in the year the members clect
from among their, number a
chairman, a vicechaloman and
thairmen and members of cach
of qheir four committees: Fin-
ance, Management, Property
an<d Transportation.

The regular monthly mecting
is held at 800 pm. on the First
Monday of each month except in
July and August.

Our present school was offic-
ially opened on MNovember 22,
1964 by the Hon. 'W. J. Dunlop,
Minister of Bducation for the
Province of Ontario. The rapid
increase  in school population
had made it necessary that we
leave the old stone school build-
ing-on the prounds of. the Ro-
bert Little Public School that
had served this district as con-
tinuation school and as high
school since it was opened in
1927.
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