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.Actaﬁ proud of top-notch ' %band '

active since 1875 as winners

Acton Citizens' Band glanc-

s back into its past, outlines

:’flll present, and takes n peek
into the future,

Scarlet coats, shining  brass,

mariial music — everyone loves
a parade and every town should
have a band. Acton's band has
been plaving and parading since
aooul 1875, There is some doubt
aboul this exact date, it “may
well have been cavlier, but solid
evidence places the band’s be-
ginnings no later  than 1875,
Thus Acton Citizens' Buand s
anc of the oldest and most ven-
crable institutions in  the
and lodav, it is o sl active
and 1hriving, producing music-
s [wr tomorrow,
CThe band was founded by a
eal  muasical” enthusiast, John
Hill- 'nway back in those early
davs. John Hill operated a store
in Acion and for many yvears, ap-
parcmly, bandsmen, muasical in-
struments and trade goods
competed Tor space in his pre-
misces. In Lter yvears, he moved
band to. more  adequate
quarters in the Sons of Temp-
crance Hall for  the  repular
praciices.

It was here that he instucted
many of the bovs of the towii
in the finer points ol playving a
musical instrument. One story
from his davs as bandmaster
telis of Acton Band taking firsi
prize at the county fair against
compreting bands from Norval,
Milton and Oakville, The covet-
ed lizst place was won in part
through a special arrangement
o "The Queen’ which John Hill
bhad prepared for the event,

Another story rells

ol him

catching a voumg lad pounding *

on the dour ol the hall during
& practice; the would-be mis-
chicl maker was  subsequently
converied inlo one of the linest

drummers the band ever B,

The foundations John  Hill
Iaid were solid ones and nuny
ol his bpovs, as men, kept  the
band alive through the vears.
Thev in turn have passed along
John Hill's traditions so  that
these come, still Tresh, 1o the
young plavers in training today.

One of Fahn Hill's ‘hovs" was
Charles Mason. An oclogenarian
loday, ‘Charlie’, as he is [amil-
wrly called, was still a very act-
ive member ol the band until
about a vear ago. He has 2 spe-
cinl place in the memories of
many  praesent day band  mem-
bors,

Back In the carlv 1940°s, the
band almost ceased  to exist,
Younger men had pone ol to
the war and older members of
the band lTound it tos dit licult
10 carry on all by themsglhves.
‘Charlie’  pathered  1opether o
group ol about 25 voung bovs,
sceured the band’s instruments,
and a  small donation  [rom
Council, and given its blessing,
started 2 band.

With much courage and ener-
gv. a ereat deal ot patience and
havd work, and o gentlemanlv
“damn” o two, he made o Band.

This Bovs® Band soon became o

Bovs' and Girls! Band  and it
plived lor many a parade and
garden partv in Acton and the
surrounding  countryvside.  The
cromwning achicvement of  (his
band and Charles Mason's work
Came when he led i1 o a lirst
place in ity class ar the Cana-
<dian National  Eahibition 111
1947, '
'Unfnrlllnulcl}'* as alwavs hap-
pens, the bovs and girls gresw up
amd et town tor schooling or
jubs, and  the band  rapidlv
dwindled. These bovs and gir!s,
however, had received o price
From
Charlie's bovs have come a vel

town

Not all of the bovs lett, how-
ever, Some staved and these, en-
thused with the  traditions  of
band music in Acton, reorgan-
ized the band into its  present
day Torm, They =hrought  some
ol the old members outl ol re-
tirement, scouted oul new mem-
bers, and procecded 10 train
a new crap ol boys,

Charles Muoson retived as the
bandmaster, although he contin-
ned as an active playing mem-
ber of the band. His experience
aind Konowledge were . made uswe
ol in subrsequent vears, as e
served on the band exccutive.

In his plce as bandmaster iy
1950 came A, . Perrott, a very
ine . mesician with many baoud
championship honors to his ere
dit as leadder of the Lorne Scots
repimental band. He, in tuaen,
led. the band to a tirst place in

TYLER JR.

President

TED

the band competitions ol the
Waterloo Musical Fetsival  and
has continued as bandmaster 1o
the present.

Acton Citizens’ Band today
has 32 members in its senior
section, 12 of them leen-ieers,
amnd 13 in s intermediate
group. 1 he intermediates,
youngsters with a Sprinkling of

adult learners, will very Hl'IUI"I]M'

shortlv: have  completed  two
vears ol trarning 1o become tull-
Hedged sentor band members.

Twelve beginners have started
training on arious instruments
and will eventually join the sen-
o band. Muore beginners  will
be taken into A% More
mstruments become  available.

The band 1s supported by the
Municipal Band  Tax  Bay-law,
which allots one-hall mill on the
general vate wwards support of
a band.  This tinancial support
has permitted the band o con-
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tinue and expand its program of

Cmasical” recreation.- It can offer

o as many boys and men as are
miterested, Iree use of a musical
instrument and ree tuition on
that instrumendt.

The band is dedicated 1o twao
purposes, Is liest and mose im-
portiant one is that ol olfering
in the communily, musical rec-
testion lor those cilizens, YO
el old, who cnjoy and profil
trom it bis second and perhaps
mo o dess important  tunction  is-
al of supplying music for par-
acdes, Civie linctions and  con-
certs an the comnmuanity.,

But what of the Tutare? The
mod is just pow completing
constroction anc
ol a Community - Music Center
wmnd Park,  This imusic center, -
perhaps  unigue in its  design
mud cconomy ol construction,
will be primacily used lor the
band’s own practices  and’ in-
stenchion  olisses,

e is hoped, however, that it
will be used as well tor muasical
citlertaimments and recitals of
Al Kinds and s desipgned with
this object in view., The music
cenler b now saerving, even in
ils unfinished condition, as o

wenter tor socal activities and

banguicts lor many  community
aroups. The center has an oul-
coor concert platform attached
to i, and when development ol
the park by completed, will be
anideal lecation  tor outdoor
siwmmer band concerts, picnics
and parden parties,

The band, through its expand-
e brning program, hopes o
have o fully developed concert
Land of 50 members by ils cen-
tennial vear in 1975 In addit-
lon, e junior bamd of 25 or 30
plavers is envisaged., The  in-
struction programy, as it is now
being developed, makes use of
muny .ol the regular band mem-
Prors s beginning  instructors
far three to five plavers. for a
prertod of a vear.

At this time, the bandmasier
takes over and develops  the
whole group  of  beginners  to
sc nior band standards. The band
cxeculive is alsp considering o
program. which will  include
airls” activities. Until now, this
haw been impossible: with facil-
tties of the music center avail-
able, more concreie plans can
be developed. '

The band has alio discussed
wavs i which other tvpes of
musical recreation in the com-
munity might be sponsored and
cicouraged; ) perhaps this  will
b o lield for lutuare expansion
ol band acrivities.

As the band enters its 91st
vear, its members cannot  help
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Cing byv-Low was inadequate
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Planning board
outlines projects
includes expansion

Planning Board cholrman
Aldo Hraldn expresses the
views of this board to  clar-
ily the alms and purposes of
plamning. Followlng Is his re-
pirrt. ;

Many people think that plan-
g s unnecessary aad  that it
merely adds an additional bur-
den 1o the cost ol opdrating the
Town ol Acton,

These people do not realize
that the purpose of planning i
Lo cassist oin the  orderly  and
proogressive development of the
Town ol Acton and that without
proper planning amld  adeguate
Dvlovws, there would be utler
chaoss in uwrban development,
which  would  eventually  cost
e to remedy than the small
samount expended  for  proper
plinning in the Hirst instance,

A Tew yeurs ago, the Town of
Acvion Planning Board  vealized
that  the preseaotly exisling zon-
I for
the lutwre development of the
town ol Acton and retained con-
sultiants 1o draw a new Official
Plm lor the town, setting owt
the Tong range goals in develop-
micnt okd expansion,

This Otficial Plan wis passed
and approved by he Ontario
Government a few  weeks
arvd the Phanning Board is now
i 4 position o present the new
Zonmg  Bv-liw and omap o
rvouncil lor s approval and al-
ter it has been perssed, it will be
lerwarded to the Ontario Gov-
venment bor its approval,

This approval will be given
after a public hearing has been
he'ld by the Ontario Municipal
Board to hear and deal  with
any objections oy the property
owiers of the Town of Acton
wha think that thev have been
mbairly dealt with by the Zon-
ing By-law.,

Prior to the Planning Board
approving ol the OHicial Plan
and Zoning Byv-law  drawn by
the consullants, many mectings
were held by the board 10 con-
sidder them,  and  1wo  public
moeetings were held ar which ol
jections were received and sub-
seaqquently dealt with.

L -

but teel that it John Hill could
return. among them, he would
sean be right ot home in his old
band. His work has been
ricel on; todav we have Acton
Citizen~” Band, an organization
proud ol s past aod  tull ol
cithustasm for the challengzes of
its Juture,
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The Acton Planning B-ard al-
so deals  with applications  lor
neliddments to the Oflicial Plan
aned 1o the Zoning By-law
pencially e all areas where or-
der Iy planning is necessanry.,

Muost ol the residential  and
indenstrial areas for luture ex-
paaresion in the town will be util-
izedd within the next Five to ten
veary and town council in the
mea r fature will be contemplats
ing annexation of lhands in the
lewmship ol Esquesing.

The Acton Planning  Board's
nexs project will be, along with
s consulants, to  determine
what problems annexation will
pive rise 1o with respect to tral-
hie How, capacity ol sewer and
Walenmnains,  seweripe disposal,
streel patterns, parks and con-
sy alion arcas, population den-
sty and commiercial, residential
and industrial development.

Without planning properly tor
the fulure and obtaining an id-
i of the problems  which  we
shall have 1o face, development
il expansion of our town will
be curtailed and remedving of
untoreseen problems will cause
added expense to the taxpaver,

The memvers of vour Plan-
ning  Board are  appointed by
councll on o stagpercd  three
vear lerm and in addition, twao
mwent bers of  council -
point ed vearly,

L

Plamning Board members lor
a6 e as tollows: Aldo Braida,
cliirman; Les Duby, council re-
preseniative; Robert Drinkwal-
ter, council representative: Wil-
lim Wilsan, Ed Footitt, Neil
Miller, William  Pendleton:  J,
MoGeachie, scerciary,

All the above members  and
therr predecessors on past Plan-
ming Boards have worked tooe-
ther for the betierment ol the
Town ot Acton in the past and
For s ancreased prosperity in
Lle foe ture.

= .

crinarian, a doctor, 1wo lawsers,
two PhDo in science, two clhems-
Ists, a0 rewspaper oditor arnd o
Licut. Commuander in the Navv,
to mention o lew. The others,
boyvs and  girls, have become |
worthy cilizens, making coniri- |
tutions in ~ervice and public '
responsibility tar above the ay- ._[
erage in their communities, A
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