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Mayor Duby reports on Council procedure

'From the Mayor's chalr comes
this Information and far-seelng
report. _

The Municipal Act, Scction
211, wives the dutics ol a head
of council: mavor of a town,
reeve ol a township, warden of
‘a county, duties are as follows:

(it} To be vigilant and active
in causing the laws for the gov.
ernment of the municipality (o
be duly execuled and obeved.
(b)) To oversee the conduct of
alll subordinate officers in the
government of it, and, as far
as is practicable, cause all nep-
ligence, carelessness and  viol-

Development

adion ol duty 1o be proscouted
and punished: and

(c) To communicate to the
council from tme 1o time such
information,  and recommend
such measures as may tend o
the improvement ol finances,
health,  security, cleanliness,
comlort and ornament ol the
municipality,

There are no such dutics stat-
e in the Municipal Act  tor
councillors. [ would like 1o in-
terject a personal note here by
referring to the duties ol atown
clerk which has this gem, Am-
ong other things the Act savs a

Commission

seeks additional industry

Acton Development Com-
mission is particularly Inter-
ested in future Industry. The
commisslon report follows,

In 1964, the Town of Acton
established 2 commission to as-
sist i the tuare development
ol Acton '

Council decided that it should s : :
Evervithing is now in

consist of ten members, live of
whom would be from  council
and five of whom would be citi-
Zens.

The Commission promptly
proceeded to take steps to deve-
lop the industrial lands in Ac-
ton and to encourage lurther in-
dustry.

Acton has an official plan ap-
proved by the Department of
Ecuonomics and Planning of the

Province of Ontario, which has |

zoned as industrial lands, the
ands formerly known as  the
Somerville farm, the Beard-
more property, the McCutcheon
farm, the Switzer farm, and the
Dan Young farm.

CHARLES LEATHERLAND
Chalrman

The first step taken by this
NEW COMMission Wis To arrange
that the town should purchase
all of the Switeer tarm. which

i> also known as the Hutnagel

tarm, with the exception of that
portton thercol which 15 now
used by Micro Plastic~s and one
ot the town wells. After the land
had been acquired, the  town
vizineers did all the , prelimn
arv work, o have it ready for
specdy development.

This was completed in 1985
and the commissionr in 1966 is
seriously endeavoring to  inter
est industrics in locating on this
land, which is now owned by
the Town of Acton. ;

Juoseph Hurst represents  the
town on the County Industrial

Commission and manyv contacts
and meetings have ‘oceen  held
with the departments in Toron-
to.

The chief water supplyv ol the
Town of Acton is at Churchill
and a main has been construct-
ed across the industrial proper-
Lty to Main St.
readi-
ness to carry on with the plans
ol any [uture industry. The
commission was originally call-
ed the Acton Industrial Com-
mission and in 1965 the name
wias changed to Acton Develop-
ment Commission.

The members of the commis-
sion in 1964 and 1965 included
John Gov, Paul Niclsen, Robert
Drinkwalter, Mavor Les Duby,
Aldo Braida, Bert Wood, Ray
Arbic, Albert Irwin, Reeve Bert
Hinton, Fred Salt and Neil
Bowles, and the 1966 members
are Charles Leatherland, Q.C,
chairman, Paul Niclsen, vice-
chairman, John Gov, Neil ‘Bowl-
s, Aldo Braida, Fred Salt, Earl

Masales, Deputyv-Reeve Bob Par-

ker, Joe Hurst and Mavor Les
Duby. Ham Peal was a2 member
of the commission for five
mwonths in 1966, at which time
e moved to Sarnia and Mr.
Hurst was appointed as his suc-
Ces50r,

Although Acton has a 49 per
c:;,:n.-indu:-m:ia-!--ﬂﬁva.i»r;unmwrc:ial
dssessment, the commission
feels that Acton must advance
with the rest of Ontario and at
the same time, maintain the pre-
sent ratio of assessment.

Lands now available for in-
dustrial development  are  the
Duval and Papillon property,
consisting of 4': acres: the Van
Gils farm, consisting of
about 50 acres; and the Hulnag-
el or Switzer tarm,
now owned by the town of Ac
lon, consisting of 73 acres.
There 15 also 18,000 sguare fewt
ot building space  available in
the former  Wool Combing
building, which ts now koown
i~ the Acton Industrial Centre.

The commission salutes all

Actonites and  in

move o distant fields and arg

v~ them to send tor., s{atistics”’

of the lown — Box 936, Acton —
drud o supgest to their  friends
the advantages ol estabisshing
therr enterprises in Acton.

The commiission points  oul
that  evervy rilizen ol Acton
should be a booster of Acton.
The members of the comnis
sion would be glad to take any
call or lend any assistance with
iespect to present industries ex-
panding or other industries lo-
viting in Acton.

which s

particular
hose who have ‘oeen torced to

clerk 15 "o perform such other
r.!uEic:-'- as may be esigned 1o
him by council.” Lot me sy,
"they are many and varied.”

The responsibilities of @ Mun-
icipal Council are like  doing
what comes nalurallv. The peo-
ple provide the stimuli by their
demands and complaints,  The
most  common  problem for
members of council, is that o
council mayv only do what the
statutes ol the province say it
mav do. For most things, there
is an act, or a section of an
actl that grants permission,

It must be understvod that
council must have the approval,
tor certain local byv-laws, by pro-
vincial departments,

For example — (a) o stop
strect or stop light — by the
Department of Transport.  (b)
moncy and borrowing by-laws—
The Ontario Municinal Board.
(cia health problem bv — The
Minister of Health, et

This could be frustrating and
disappointing to a member ol
council who mavy have been -
prudent in election promises.

The head of council should be
the Public Relations olfficer of
the municipality, Ol fictal state-
ments should be issued only thr-
ovugh him, bac ked by resolutions
of council and ‘o¢ founded on
[act. .

These are all [actual  state-
ments which may be appreciat-
cd by our ratepayers.

A very Important rmsponsibil-
itv ol the head of council is to
create an atmosphere in which
council can do its best work.
Most important of these is the
commiltlee structures for the

new erm.

There are severdd wavs  in
which council commiitees are
chosen n this province. [ do
not recommend
for committee chairmanship.

Lossing  coins.

[t is also not practical to offer
A choice ol chairmanship 1o one
who may be Tortunate enough
ter head the polls o election
titne,
{Continued on Page 8)

Mayor les Duby

Editor stresses need for progress
community nears 100th birthday

Free Press publisher, David
Dills, sees the town's position
this way. ya

As we approach the 100th an-
niversary of Confederation in
Canada, .and in 1973 the 100th
anniversary of the organization
of Acton as an independent mu-
nicipal entity, it is well to con-
sider and in a small wayv ul-
tempt to project what may_be in
store for Acton as a community.

Manv factors, some of which
we as local citizens have some
influence over as well as a great
many more over which we will
have little or no mfluence, will
determine the course for-Acton
as a local government. Regard-
less ol what form of municipal
administration we as <¢ilizens
mayv progress under, ¥l remains
a certainty that Aclon -as a com-
munity and a home lor many of
us will continue to be the 1den-
tifiable arca m which we will
live and prosper.

Of the many influcnces over
which wey will exercise little or
no control will be anv acthion in
the reorganization of municipal
and countv government along
revional  lines.  The Plunkert
Commuission which held public
hearings and is conducting an
in<depth stadv of local govern-
ment in Peel and Hallon coun-
ties will exert a great influence
over Acton's future,

The commission study is <pon-
sored by the Provinee of Ontano
in cooperaton with the Coun-
tics of Halton and Ped. It is

anticipated the report of Com-
missioner Plunkett will be sub-
mitted to the Ontario Govern-
ment some tiine this fall. The
date or methoad by which the
public im Halton ‘and Peel
will become acquainted with the
commissioner’s lindings will not
likelv be for some tune.

Estimating the publication
date and anv implementations
of its proposals on the Ontario
government’s performance dn a
like study and legislation for
Metro Toronto it can not be
expected anv.major changes will
be forthcoming in the immedi-
ate fulure.

Other 1important factors which
wil influence Acton’s develop-
ment include the -Ontario Gov-
crnment Transit and the Ontario

sovernment’s highway develop- |

ment program  announced this
VAT,

Development of the Govern-
ment Transit program to be in-
iiated by a rail commuter svs-
tem through South. Halion
could have a very profound in-
fluence #f the project 15 sucvess-
ful and 15 expanded 1o utilize
rail lines radiating from Toron-
to along the CPR rightof-wav
through Milton and along  the
CNR  right-of-wav  through
Brampton and Acton 1o Guelph.

The Introduction of a com-
MUler sCrvice
would unquestronably upsct anv
present predicted growth pro-
jection of Acton. The still veil-
«d Ontario Highways Depart-
ment plans for highway develop-
ment in the Acton area could
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through Acton--

have a profound effect on Ac-
ton’s rate of prowth if the de-
partments plans ‘are anyvwhere
near as extensive as those an-
nounced for the southern por-
tion of the county last week.

The key, we feel, to an order-
Iv. planned and vibrant com-
munityv of Aclon rests on two
Fields. '

First, Acton mustl continue to
plan wisely  for its anticipated
natural growth which may be
predicted relatively  accurately
from its past performance. We
must as citizens and members
ol the local municipal govern-
ment display those qualities of
foresight and  progresssiveness
that have sparked the progress
ol our 93 vears of development.

Our second objuective must be
to look at and to attempt to in-
Huence, for the benefit of Ac
ton, the dewvelopments of the
senior levels of  government,
provincial amd  county, owver
which we have less direct con-
trol. We must recognize  that
Coutside  influences will
have a wvery profound effect on
Acton, but Wwe <Can  cnsure,
through an understanding and
participation in  these  wider
developments, the future and
progress ol Acton as a place o
Iive and work in meets the rosy
picture r:mhmnul by ..Hi Cana-
dians

It may well be that in the fu.
ture Acton, as a municipal gov-
crning body, mav cease to exist.
It will without doubt alwawvs be
a’' geographically  designated
area. Such has been the case of

{Contimsx>xd on Pxpe 6)
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