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Citation read at Civic Night banquet honors Citizen of the Year, Fred L Wright

The citation to the Citizen of the
Year, Fred Wright, was -written by
former nelghbor Miss Esther Taylor

" with her usual verve and humor., Rising
to address Mr. Wright and his wife at
the Civic Night dinmer Thursday she
read: ; ' .

Acton's 1966 Citizen of the Year and
his lady were Second-Liners in high stand-
ing.

. The term for all its sportive connota-
tion had nothing to do with rugby or foot-
ball. A secondLiner lived on the north-
ern part of ‘Main Si. Long-term residency
was only one qualification for member-

ship in an unofficial club, embracing town |
and farm Actonites up to the old Brick

Church. - =

Neighborliness in- the old-Fashioned
sense was a prime requisite. On  this
count, no one scored higher than Fred and
Edith Wright, ' _

As gold-ribbon Second-Liners, the
fricndly couple,swith their English accent
~and droll sensc of humor, won the aflce-

tion and respect of Kids as well as adults
on the town's vintage street. '

Their firm-textured neighborliness
withstood all manner of strain and stress-
¢s that would' spell Tuination for contem-
porary versions of the same character
fabric. The Depression years produced
some inventive young hellions and the
Second Line had its share.

. When a lean loping canine, pet of four
such wurchins '{.ferl;uﬂlc} nabbed the

Wrights' Sunday roast — and a lemon pic -

— in a single maid, news of the shocking
crime lLiterally broke the sound barrier!!

- Léast perturbed, were the dinnerless
Wrights and young son Norman. The
quaking accomplices and their Fagan col-

lic pleaded guilly — expecting the worst.

The worst turned owt to be a mild repri-
mand (with an undercurrent of amuse-
ment) plus the butter tart treatment, one
for each sinner, including the pilfering

pooch,

’ R, T i
For . an ex-Second-Liner, commission-

" ed to write. this year's Chamber of Com-

merce Cilizen citation, the stolen roast
episode is typical of the Fred Wright
Sltun-.'.- =
" One can dispose with the convention-
al honor-and-pleasure’ bromide. This goes:
without saying in a 40-ycar association
with Acton’s newest Citizen of the Year.
To do justice to the lad from Kendal,
Westmoriland, England, and the Isle of
Man, in a few words — is the main point
of the issue. It posés a walloping chal-
lenge. :

Fred Wright is 73. Some 60 of these

years have been spent in Acton. In that
time, a citizen of such calibre can pack a
tremendous amount of living. |

- Part of Mr. Wright's unstinting com-
mupity service is on record. It tells only
part of the story.

For a solid start: Branch .179, Roval
Canadian Legion. Legionnaire Wright
served 20 vears as sccretary of the Acton
branch, which he helped to organize in
1932. This makes him a chaster member,
and the Dominion Command conferred a
Iife membership on Ex-Sergt. F. L. Wright:

" As service officer, his duties ranged
from helping pension applicants to volun-
tary commitments, such as meeting
homecoming Acton servicemen after the
Second World War. By actual count he
greeted 165 at Toronto, Hamilton and Lon-
don.

T didn’t miss onec — except my own
son, who went on to Hamilton,” he recalls
ruefully.

During the Hungry Thirties, avhen
money faced the same plight as the Pas-
senger Pipeon, Fred L. Wright inherited

half a dozen lean organizational bank

books. He was treasurer of Knox Presby-
terian Church, and Acton Fall Fair Board's
Depression secretary-treasurer both for 10
VEArS.

In the role of Acton YMCA Board scc-
rotary, he helped to nurse the infant or-
panization aflter the building went up in
1935. '

! %

:
i
T
SMILING CITIZEN OF THE YEAR, Fred L.
Wright is circled by daughter-in-law Mrs.
Norman Wright, grandchildren Carolyn,
Valerie and David, and son MNorman of

of Montreal, where he made the Tirst de
postt when the bank reopened in new
quarters in 1960, "

Mr. Wright also claims the distinction
of being the number one depositor 49
vears carlier at the opening of the old
Merchants Bank across Mill St.

The Second World War found Fred
Wright up to his tie {(Mclntyre hunting

tartan) in Victory Loan campaigns and

His boyhood links with
diistrict farmers accounted for two stints
as Reunion secretary July 1930, and again
five years later for Dublin School Old
Boys and Girls.

=5taff Photo

Guelph, féllowing the Civic Night din- Fred Wricht's birth
ner last Thursday. Mrs. Wright, who has
been ill, left early.

Acton and

banded after leader Phil Caddick left

lown.

Fred Wright comes honestly by hﬁ. ton awith the Lorne Scols, to join the 4th
love of .pipe music. The Wrights are “a  Infantry Battalion “the Mad Fourth'’,
sept of the McIntvre clanl They were -
artisans as the name implies. The clan <on Trafalgar. Day at Plvmouth, October
motto is "Per Ardua”, by the heights, or, 21, 1914. He was in the trenches early the
coloquially, “hard, uphill work". .An infus- next year. “For gallant and distinguished
ion of Irish and Manx blood provided the  sérvices” on the field”” in the Battle of
Celtic strain in his make-up. :

Among Mr. Wright's favorite family  from Field Marshal Sir John D. F. French.
pictures are colored photos of son Nor-
man_and himsell in the uniform of Guelph  sented to the Acton private in 1919, It
Pipe Band. Father is president and Nor- bears the signature of Winston Churchill,
man, 43, a drum major, has belonged for  Secretary of State for War. On this count
15 vears. David Wright, youngest of three alone, the framed certificate is one of
grandchildren, is keeping up the family  Legionnaire Wright's most prized posses-
- trazlition as'Guelph Junior Piper. : sions. '

More on the family side: granddaught-
er Carolyn is a nurse in training at Ham-  Wright was avounded and gassed, and ev-

ilton General Hospital, Valerie attends  acuated for convalescence to England af-

John F. Ross CVI.

Bv tradition, if Acton C. of C. Citizen
of the Year boasts a wife, her share of the  Walker and her sweetheart from the
award is o bouquet ol roses. This yvear’s  “"Mad Fourth” awound up at the altar in
winner would be the first to endorse the  their home-town of Kendal. They were

1loral tribute.

The boy from Kendal married a girl
[rom the same toivn whom he met for the  Wright storv are a2 matter of record.
first time on leave from France.

_-.!

_ Fred Wright.wns 21 when the First:
World War erupted. He enlisted from Ac-

NMumber- 11187 Private Wright landed

Ypres, he carned memrtion in a despatch

The citation, dated May 31 was pre-

Fighting on Hill 70, in . 1917, Fred

ter wintering in French hospitals. -
The wartlme romance between Edith

marricd April 1, 1918,
The forepoimg chapters of the Fred

Countless Actonites with personal exper-

“It was a lucky meeting. 1 have con-  ience of the couple's thoughtfulness and

Citizen, 1966.

born in Plymouth.”

The family moved 1o the Isle of Man
: ; : where his parents died when Fred was
a job done give il to abusy man”, during  wvight. The next move
the Jast war, Mr. Wright handled the Farm
Labor Force in conjunction with Aocton
council and Halton Federation of Agricul-

in Kendal hap-  their butts until next Mav,
pened — or so he claims — on a whim of Typical recollections: “Fred Wright
the stork. I could just as casily have been gave me my first typewriter. By today's

wis o Toronte,  growing up, without an extra cent to rat-
Canada, with two sisters and a brother; tle in our jeans, the Wrights bequeathed
el then to the Acton district tor a stint us their radio after getting 2 new set. We
ol farming as a sprout of a hired hand.
Carpentering  figured
chapters ol the Fred Wright story. ‘He  nights, and the gang of s huddled around
apprenticed with J. B, Mackemzie, later re- our treasure in the deepfrecze front room
urning to the firm as an esdimator and - listening to King of the Roval Mounted™.
appraisor. His Tarming, carpentering and
hookkeeping experience proved very use-  wisely and well in naming Fred L. Wright

sidered mysell lucky ever since,” says Mr.  generosity, could add many more inci- 1

dents that would keep this audience on

standards its was a wracketty old wreck.”
“No gift ever made me happier.”
During the Depression when we were

were the happiest kids on the street. [
in the carly  still remember those chillblainy winter

Acton Chamber of Commerce chose

ful when he launched into the real estate Citizen of the Year,

other community war cfforts. He carned Younger Actoniles associate Mr. Cit- - business combining it with his insurance From a former Second-Liner, here-
star salesman rating in north Halton, sell- teen 1966 with the town's Junior Pipe OBSNCV. with a salute and congratulations .tu two
butier tarts than Edith Wright. And ne Commerce. ing 80 per cent of the county's Victory Band he helped o organize, finance and " Mr. Wright has been hailed as the outstanding Actonites and a p:timr of the
one was more lavish with hand-ouls to His multiple unpaid treasurer jobs  Bonds. shepherd. This group, a seurce of tremen. Dean of Acton insurance and real estate  finest neighbors old N. Main St. ever pro-

youngsters with boltomless breadbaskets.  necessitated frequent trips to the Bank In proot of the maxim: “If you want dous pride to the community, was dis-  agents, a well carned title. duced!!

On a streel renowned for its good He Is a charter member of Acton Ro
cooks, no onc whomped up more delicious  tary club and belongs to the Chamber of

TIFoL
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- Close “"good book”

F- I June 6, all grades begin writing
INnal exams final exams and it s expected
~ Grade 13 high school students  students wil be dismissed when
linished writing their confiden-  exams are completed.  School
tial exams Tuesday noon, On  olficially closes June 29,

We Stock and Order

~ Split Halton musical festival L

Al'l:n: 35 years of 5u-,:¢.:+:55f1_11 ' _fl'ﬂm adjudicators for the qual-  forts be crowned with  suc-  Jude's Anglican Church. SIMPL|CITY
E’pﬂ"““;}tk the H:lltgn Music Hv of performance which re-  cess.” No thelals ke piven out biit W A o e
estival Association became a . flects credit on the supervisorrs | : T estivals 59 cups and shields were in com- : S
thing of the past on Wednesday  and the conduct of the pupils “,El:.:: hh-.._fi-.d”fi]n :-;II:.IIIE:L[TLII:-HE;*:[I: puIiIiI:J-n aryd :l:‘ird pia,;;: cortilis ATTERN sf Monday from 4 p.m.
_evening tuf last week, : .parrti;c‘lp‘;t_:mﬁ which .'rmf-; been due g o0l auditorium, Acton, on c€ales were presented in classes H | N T O N S FOR APPOINTMENT
A motion was passed declyr- 10 the cexcelient standard of be- Tuesday, April 5, on Wednesday — with live or more entries. Radio ; ; " :
5¢ to $1.00 STORE 877-3971
e o ST

1]

Robt. R. Hamilton
Optometrist

116 Mountain View S.
- (eorgetown

ing the two scections of the As- Daviour demanded by the teach- evening, April 6. Three classes  Station CHWO taped all pro-
_ ___sociation———thc—South Halton €S and principals. were adjudicated at that time  grams for rebroadcast.
consisting ol rhe Town ol Oak- In closing she sugpested, “it's - and the winners of the previous
-ville, and the North Halton  always sad 16 have dto close a day entertained the capacity
which includes Millon, Aoton, good book. The Halton Music Wednesday audience of interest. RN (CARCE
Esquesing and Nassagaweya —  Festival Association was a good  od parents and [riends. Approx- Cleanliness 15 important 1o
would become completely sep- one. It had 35 chapters, cach  imately 1,800 pupils participated health and beauwty. The body
arate and autonomous. full of drama and special mem-  from 15 schogls in the division. rids atsell of  waste matter
ories for so many different This vear there were 20 trophies  through perspiration and unless
people who are scattered all  presented in the 10 classes. this waste is washed off by
vver the world., It will not be in South Ralion five complel daily baths, the pores mav be
forgotien, However, it is with . T L il come clogeed. Teenavers who she
2t :ﬁ:n:--: ol cxctemont Thal e fa:HIwal:-f woere .Im!d with about . e hkfl?t{nll.!bluri ;“,_}. iz cacl @® Fertilizers ® Garden Tools
realize two new’books are about 000 children taking.part. They . heir complexions improved- by ® Seeds ® Patio Stones, Etc.
10 be written. Our best wishes  wWere held on March 28 at the  washing the face gently  with .
£o to the executive committees Club Galaxie, March 29 at Cal- warm water and mild  soap.
whoe will ‘be responsible for  vany Baptist Church, March 30 Girls should remove all make-up
the chaplers in these books, at St Paul’'s United Church, when retiring, Szvere skin
May the proud traditions of the March 31 at E. A. Orr Public troubles should have medical
past be your guide, and your cf-  School and on April 1 at St.  attention.

~ DIRECT
FROM FACTORY |
' TO HOME OWNERS

ALUMINUM DOORS -- WINDOWS --
SIDING..-- AWNINGS, Stationary,
PLileaesce By ~ Roll-up or Fold-up

Ieen Martin stated, “sinee 1928 e =

restdents ol Halton County have AUTHOR'ZED DISTR|BUTORS

dedicated themselves o the pur-

FERTILIZE YOUR LAWN NOW!

Large Seclection of Evergreens—Shrubs
and Trees — Frult Trees — Fruit
Bushes — Ready for Planting —

‘HALTON CO-OPERATIVE
Roscs Pﬁltcdill Ready to plant, MEDICAL C‘A‘RE PI'AN
Begonias — Gladioll — Dahlias

All Varieties f = e - 2 PAYS :
~dl\g ¥ * All Eurﬂcu! Operations Individual or Employee Groups

* Doctors' Calls Pald from may cnrol at any time of the
First Visit year.

* Confinements REVISED RATES
* Anaesthetists' Services Monthly — $5.73 Single

CUT FLOWERS AND POTTED PLANTS * Xorays Monthly — $11.30 Couple

_ * Also Major Medical Monthly — $13.25 F
Open 7 Days a Week — 8 a.m. ‘Til Dark — Phone B53-2980 Yearly Plan, Drugs Faya:h: '}iuﬂl‘:ﬂl‘ly ura;"n:lnt'lf-
— WE WIRE FLOWERS ANYWHERE —

o HALTON CO-OP MEDICAL SERVICES
Caroline Flower & Garden Shop

143 Main Street
TWO MILES WEST OF ACTON — SOUTH SIDE OF HIGHWAY

From a music standpoint
there will be little change, since
both sections have been  inde-
pendently operating their {esti-
vals for several vearms. From a
management  standpoint, how-
ever, there will be & change
since the management of both
sections has been co-ordinated

“ through Association secretary-
treasurer Mrs. Eileen Martin of
Milton.

A major reason for the change
18 the tremendous growth in
the Town of Oakville where
more than 5,000 voungsters took
part this scason in music lesli-
vails. Because ol the increased
number of pupils involved it be-
Came necessiry o use larger
quarters for the festivals, church
halls, and in onc instance the
Club Galaxic. The result svas a
tremendous increase in expense.
It is now probable that in Oak-
ville anv music  compet itions
will be ‘conducted throuwgh the
schouls mther than thvagh
separate association, and it s
possible  there will be partial
sponsurslhip of the competitions.,

Box 474, Milton — Dlal 878-9712

Please send me information. (No obligation).
Narme .o i Addirdss

PASS PO |

FOR KAISER ALUMINUM |
(20 Year Gn.l_._a_r_antee Sidingl | 32 :g

.. PATIO KOV
< 3 ENCLOSURES CNDO(y7

| -

Now is the
Time to

pose ol the Association avhich
is as sct out in the constitution -

. x E o A - .-"':".r =T
the encouragement ol vocal B X e L — I P ;
music in the  schools  ote the Y .
County.,  Year alter vear this
Festival ‘has drawn high praise
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DISCOUNT
SALE

10%

Off Reg. Ptrice
AXMINSTER

ANY SIZE

— Tailored -
to Suit ey A - - " Get Our

Your Needs '

TERMS

Estimates
@® For Free Estimates Phone Collect for

_ Pick yours up now WIIILLE OFFICIAL DISCOUNT PRICES ;‘\[“!’L'f
Representative — No Obligation |

- TO SUIT .
roe SMINSTER 5| | | YOUR BUDGET 845.0318
= ——, You can deal with complete confidence with this

BROADLOOM - WROUGHT ‘long Established (1947) Oukville Company.
Reg. $6.95 to $16.95 : IRON

SRt o | Federal Industries

®
\AIALKER =
HOME FURNISHINGS
127 Woolwich St. — Guelph

PHONE 822-2410

at your neighbourhood chartered bank branch! Open and-build «
1. ' !

F&l]]ﬂy E:'.L]_)UG? rrULll' Aﬂﬂﬂullt. Be sure yvour famaily sees Expo 67 — April 25 to Oct. 27 at Mountreal,

THE CHARTERED BANKS
SERVING YOU
AND YOUR COMMUNITY

- of Canada
FOOT OF FORSYTH STREET

OAKVILLE -- 845-0318

fa — - = B e o - P R L

ALUMINUM
RAILING
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