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GEORGE ARLOF DILLS.

1893 - 1966

paper, in the winners’ curcle for national “weekly

The death last Thursday of George--Arlof
newspaper hcm-::rs.

Dills in his 73rd year, publisher of The Acton
Free Press and The Canadian Champion, Miiiqn,
ended a life of rich service to his community
and to his profession,

During his association with the business
that spanned 47 years he saw and participated
in expansion from four cmpiﬂ?ees to the present
3. = J

As onc of, the founding members of The ™
Canadian Weeklv Newspapers Association, he
“ enjoyed, with Mrs. Dills, a number of conven-’
tions, particularly in later years. He served as
a director of the national organization and as
chairman of the Executive Committee for a_num-
ber of years. s *’

: In 1958 The Acton Chamber of Commerc
had named him the town's first ‘Citizen fof th
Year. That same year he was honpred by mem-
bers of his profession when The Canadian Week-
ly Newspapers Association named him an Hon-
orary Life Member and the provincial association
named him Mr. Weekly Newspaperman of: the
Year.

A life-long resident of Acfun where he ob-
tained his education, he was always its proud
defender and public champion while he pressed
for its progress directly in the field of community

. service as well as from the editorial chair of its
paper. He was not silent on provincial and na-
tional topics, either, and his editorial writings
were frequently quoted.

In 1958 illness forced him to discontinue

of the business but he continued as president of
the Dills Printing-and -Publishing Co. Ltd. which

he formed.in 1954, Until rEEEI'? he made al-
most daily trips to the Acton ptént and retained
a keen interest in its activities.

His tife was one of many loves, He loved
his family, his work, his community and a new
challenge. 4

Mr. Dills apprenticed in the printing trade
under the late H. P. Moore in 1909 aﬂ,ﬂ later
sought a breadth of practical experience in To-
ronto, Guelph, Kingston and New York State. The prmhng plant in Acton -which he ac-
' -:qurred in 1927 was always a secorid family

. ! ~home. His-childrerr-we&re always welcome and

Free Press where he installed the county’s first carly in life they were challenged with an op-

linotype machine to reduce the laborious hand portunity to be useful. _

setting of type. In. 1918 he married Isma Mac- -

pherson and the: following year became a part- His’ Wﬂfk placed hﬂ'ﬂ‘-"v demands on him

ner with H. P. Moore in The Acton Free Press. physically and mentally and the busy years of

In 1927 he became sole DWHEI‘ of the paper. the second world war followed in close Succes-
sion the depression years with the struggles
common lo that era. His acquisition of the Milton
paper in 1943 came at a time when he might

—havebeen forgiven for-expecting 1o take life a
little casigr. but he cnjoyed the challenge it
provided, - 4

In 1917 he returned to Acton and the Acton

During his years with the Acton paper he
co-authored Acton’s Early Days which was com-
piled from a seriecs—of newspaper: columns - that
appcamd under the name-The Old Man of the
Clocklower. - He was an active member_of The
Acton Citizens’ Band and his memory was rich

“with recollections of Calithumpian parades and
Minstrel Shows. He served as a director and was
president of Acton Fall Fair in 1937. In 1961
he was. presented with an Agricultural Service |
Diploma. He was an Honorary Life Member of
Acton Fall Fair. He was a member of the Acton
Library Board, the Acton Public School Board,
"Walker Lodge and Trinity United- Church. He
served as chairman and as a member of the North
Halton High School District Board for a number
of.years. He was the first president of the Acton
Y.M.CA. Board and played an active role in
cstablishing that facility in the community. For
a number of years he was on the advisory com-
mittee for the School of Graphic Arts at Ryerson
Institute of Technology. He was Justice of the
Peace for many.-years and was active in the
Lliberal party in.Acton and Halton. »

The acquisition of new plant facilities in
Acton in 1959 aroused his keen interest although
he was physically limited and prevented from
playing an active role in the resulting move. His
_ keen assessment of plannmq and negﬂhah{)ns
however, were ever present in the transaction.

The funeral service was held Saturday from
the Rumley-Shoemaker Funeral Home conducted
by the Rev. Dwight Engel ¢f Trinity United
Church, Acton. Interment was in Fairview Ceme-
tery. A masonic service-was held Friday evening.

Those acting as pallbearers were former’
Acton Mayor E. Tyler 5r., long-time employee J.
R. MacArthur, nephew A. B, Corless, Goderich;
Lodge and-Church associate R. H. Elliott;. former
Milton mayor G. C. Gowland and secretary-man-
ager of the Ontario Weckly Newapapers Associa-
: : tion, Werden Leavens, Bolton,

-His editorship of The Acton Freec Press kept
hum “at the table of Acton Council. for 25 years
and AMe played an active role in Victory Loan
Cafpaigns. A mosquito bomber was named
. after the town during bne of those campaigns

He is survived by his wife Isma Macpher-
son; a daughter Frances (Mrs. C. R. Prosser)
Bracebridge, Ont.; two sons, David. R. of Acfon
and James A. of Milton; and one sister Myrtle

(Mrs. F. Browning) Yoranta Predeceasing him

his active participation’in the day-to-day activities -

o

“I'the country community apparent

{dinner—The-event avas -held Wed-

wick.

1 from Owen Coultrup regarding

s

Al thl. :\guculluml Socicty an-
nual dinner Orwell’ Juhmlun was
especially=honored, life  mumber
Arthur - Swackhamer celebrated
his782nd" birthday, and owver, 100
enjoved o delicious meal and un-
uauall}r mtﬂrnmm - program of
slides.

le_ happy evening followed an-
other successiul year ol uperation
of the fair with the usual- co-
vperation between the town and

in reports and attendance at the

nesday, January 12, at H.lﬁlﬂtlhld
United Church.
~ - - Service Diploma _

Another in’ the series-of Agri
cultural Service Diplomas  wis
awarded again this year—=The re-|
cipient  is-. Orwell Juhmluu an
honorary  director ol the  tair
board, president of the board in
1940, and o life-long mvember of
the Garming community, The car-
tificate, approved by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, is given "for
meritorions  service to apricul-
ture”.  Announcement  of  the
award was made by Don Mual-
thews, :

M, Johoston, hirst becanne o
direetor of the fair board in 1920
and served on the heavy horses
and concessions commitices, He
has been o Lorne school trustee,
Wirlker Loadge member and o life-
long member of  Acton United
church, acting as steward, elder,
and for the past  many  years
clerk of session,

His wife, the former Elsic Wig-
gins, was with him at the dinner
as he was applauded by the
crowd.

S | - B R P

Parks Board

Acton Board of Parks Manage-
ment will be headed this year by
George Williams, who was chos-
en cas chairman at the inaugural
session Thurf.ddy night of last

Acting as vice-chairman will be
Nino Braida with Gordon Hard-
ing assuming the role of admin-
istration chairman, assisled by
newcomer ‘Brendan Ahearne. Also
present  for the mecting  were
council representative Earl Mas-
ales and retiring secretary Owen
Coultrup.  Absent  were  Chll
Bradlev and William Williams.

Following official notification

his -resignation, it was agreed to
hire Art Cooper as a replacement.
M, Cooper was also hired as sec-
retary of the Recrcation, €ommit-
tce. Both parks board and recrca-
tion committee sharggtlic secre-
tary's salary of  §750 with  the
board paying $250"and committee
$500. .

‘Board members authorized the
secretarty to set up a savings ac-
count for repair of floodlights
at <the park. The board charges
a rental fee for use of the lights
and this money is used for repair
ol -the hights.

Also under brief  discussion
a caretaker for the park,
attendance man and park
rental charge, The vice-chairman
sugeested the  gate admissions
showld be analvzed as attendance

Eale

See TV

“Pupils at both the M. 7Z. Buea-
nett and Robert | Little public
schools are r:n;uung the new mi-
thematics course being . oflfered
on TV. Both schools now have
Lportable TV sets, which can be
' moved from room to room w hen

FIHCCUSSATY,

‘Guelph Guests
' Join Dancers

|  The auditorium at the Robert
| Little public school was bouncing
“with music. and dancers Wed-
i nesday evening of last week when
, 13 couples  from  the Guelph
' Square Dance Club joined with
| Acton members for the weekly

Cchance session. M

wHeaded by uhnuclun Mr. zmd
' Aes. Narman Wilcox Ar. -

' He was a member of the executive of the
lntmmcdmm Hockey Club and saw the team
win its championship in 1939, War Service work
and a host of other projccts werg included in
his inlercsts. :

were one son George Macphersaon Dills; 'a bro-
ther Park and three sisters, Blanche (Mrs. Bob
MacPhe:san},-gia and Maude (Mrs. T. Warkman).

Those of us who worked with him and
those of us who were his family naturally feel
a aieat sense of loss, for his enthusiasm, imaq-
ination, and love of challenge were rich assets
he freely shared.

In 1943 he purchased The Canadian Cham-
‘piors, Milton, and soon pla-:!:d it, with the Acton

s
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:Jea, the dancers enjoved them-|
Cwelves and welcomed four new|
Ccouples who attended their (irst |
outing. Club members are hope-
ful more couples will join and at-
' tend the weekly Wednesday nizht |
danuves.

o date, a new name has not
been selected for the club  ‘but
members have dlready Submitted
suggestions and the executive
will choose a title. for the club
ncext manth.

Last month’s report gave the
names of secretarics Mr. and
Mrs. E. Whitbread. It  should

1o Churchil
was Sunday School -.upuml_-,nd-_

‘have stated 'Mr. and Mrs.: E.
Whitred. .o

© “Haippy Birthday™ was sung to
spry- Arthur Swackhamer, who
was- 82 that ~«day. He came on
Acion Tair board "h. 1935 and was
prosideits i 46, He acted as
Esuperatendent ol the tield “Tor
many. vears, A life-long member
United- Churehi,  he
el lor 35 yvears, I'n 1957 he re-
ceived the certidicale
torious scrvice to aglicudture, He
has acertilicade his grandiather
won for oaty grown on the | ..'u'n'ul:.‘r
Tarm many yea's g,

‘Mr. Swackhamer and  jusld
one other honorary lite member,
A. B. McLvan of Acton were able
o bBE present. The'names of lln:
uthu Pour still living were read

== W. L. Hampshire, Smith. Gril-,
lm Sr., Duncap-Waldie and G, A,
Dilly. My Difls passed away the
next day, :

Hemd Table
head  table  was asealed

The

apainst o backdrop ol pictures of

fairs with gold figures 52" lor
the 52nd fair, Flowers and other
decoratlons made the: tables™ 'gay
as bowls filled  with  steaming
meat, gravy,  vepetables, salads
and pickles wére passed by the
congental crowd. - Pie, voflee and
tea Tollowed. s

Bill Nelles introduced the head
lable - faly president "Fack Man-
shaell,  scoretary Mrs, Wallaee
Swackhimer, extension Pieldman
Jell Tavlor, warden  and M,
Bert Hinton, Mavor and Mrs, Les
Duby, first vicepresident Wilmer
Fryer, ladies” board presidemdt
Mrs., Don Matthews, Mr. Mal-
thews, Mrs, Nelles, Miss  Acton

Fair runner-up Beverly Bruce and

'George Wllllams Heads '

For 1966

appeared 1o he
Councillor Earl ‘Masales sugpest-
ed every home owner should. re-
ceive a free ticket for his car.

droppimmyg  oll.

Further discussion

regarding
the budget and hiring

summer

help was left to the next meeting.
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150 Attend

for- meri-

Lreached a

ta replacement or

|Service Dlploma for O. Johnston
At Agricultural Society Dmner

guest -.|'.u::.il.-r.1.r'-: Dr, und Mrs! Al
lan 1. Buchanan,
Special serviettes were pruwd

ed by the Farm salety conneil,

The annual  mecting wiis  an-
notnced for Joanuary 29

SWe are very proud that  the
new v.mah.n i57a member ol our
suciety,

shall as he introduced Mr, Hin-

Ton. Director George Wallace was
once - Wellington

warden. Mr.
Hinton said there was no pl.;cu
he'd rather i
clection.

E.p-_.ﬂ-.lnl., l‘.nu.th.r M.u.'m Duby

[Eunlmufd on Page Three)

cdechired president Mars| ¢

=

Seek Pme of llndergroﬂnd
Services in New Districts -

Acton -Hydro's inaugural meet-
ing brought no changes as’ far as
personnel is concerned when (the
members met Thursday - evening
ol last"week., Retwined as chaire-
man was Ted Tvler S, with vice-
chairman Doug Dawkins continu- |,
ing in this capacity, 3

Committees appointed  include
property Doug DawKins and  Or-
val Brown and linance Willved
McEachern and Les Duby.

Although construction olb  the
proposcd new hydro building has
lemporary  stalemate.
due o excessive  construction
costs, the commission received a
fetter approving the. project un-
under the wimiter works progriam.
Approval tor the building from
Ontario. Hydro has.not been re
ceived 1o dale,

rr Underground. Scrvicis

Maver Les  Duby _ informed
members the town whs inlberest-
cd i underground hvdro scrvices
in new subdivisions and asked o
costing for underground services
on the new section ol " Lakeview
subdivision_being opened as op-
pused to overhead services.

Commission members discussed
possible  re-
pairs o the Volkswapgen truck
used by the metler redder.

The property commillee  wis

U

also authorized to. investigate the-
auir vonditioner in the hydro of- .
fice which . has _constantly been-
a headache., : : : ,

Accounts  tolalling  $22,684.78
woere up]mm.r.l for payment. -~ -

-

School C“arm?é|

|On March 17

Part-time  rvecreation  director
Howiard Pearce held his first for-
mal meeting Thursday evening of
List week when he m@& with four
public school teachers to make
plans for the coming public school
carnival. o

Present at Mcetlng

Present for the meeting were

L incipal Garry Dawkins of Spey- .

side school, Courtney Saunders
from Pinceview school and  Stew-

Farl Cowan and Edward Leather

land lTrom  the
~chool. -
The amall group reviewed pre
vious school carnivals and dis-
cussed details tor this year’s car- .
mival sct for March 17. A few
changes have been planned includ-
ing the possibility of an intermis-

M Z. Beonett

|sion to break ihe evening and al

low competitors a brief rest.

L et e S A

Legion Choraliers Entertain-
At Annual Dinner for Branch -

Over 150-Legionnaires enjoved:] troduced the fnlluwmg head table | Lady Munhcﬂ of the Legion pre-
a hot beel dinner with all the) guests: second vice-president Har- | sent Tor the dinner included Mrs.
trimmings during the annual Le-try Hawkins, M.P. Dr. Harry . Har- | Jim McKnight and Mrs. Harvey

gion dinner 5;1turd.ﬂ.« cvening. |
Highlighting «#the cvening were

| vey - Lambert,

ey, past vice-president Mrs. Har-

|L|JnhL|t
Mayor Les Dubv,

LZone Commander [Lwr: Capper-

songs' by the Legion Lhmalu.njpwmduu Max Storey, Padre A. H. auld presented past president J.
under the leadership ol GLUIEHMLKMHE Zone Enmtrmnd-‘:r [}uwﬁbunn with the past president's

Musselle.
IL‘;,lun FuilL HL'- 'ﬁt.- |I

Capperauld, past first vice-presi- |

anc quLmllLd thi: Lugc nulnhu [ First vice- r’”—“’"-l*-“l Gordon James., 4

ol Legionnaires, He told the velt-

Rev, 5. Thoman of the Penticostal

cmedal-sind expressed his® thanks

“L_!hi.l'-tl |Li|n1|lun le Acton Reeve jto the branch for its to-operation

1. the Zone.

The retirimg president told the
-nn:ml:u. rship the Branch had to

crans Branch 197 was “on the |chuich, Corpuial Ray Mason ot ! operate as u business as it cost

ball” but . urfortunately a  few
members were not pulling their |
weight  He noted the Branchhad |

done very commendable work the

past_few vears and stated the im-
age of the branch would improve
il evervone pitched in to help.

Past |:-u_'~u1u.,nl James Gunn in-

af

the Acton O.P.P. Detachment and -
Rev., McMurravy of St Alban's
| Anglican church:

A special welcome wias extended
to  Legionnaire Wiltred
Bocr War and World War 1 vet
HES wull as o member of the Veter- !
ans’ Guard during World War 2.

- -
= " g

Coles,

1 Bells, of St

‘ed full cooperation m the
L membership to the newly-installed
president Max Storewv.
M. Storev told the  veterans-
"Branch 197 had a big job to do in
1966 and said the success of the
| Brisnch depended on cach fnem-
"her. He asked memybers to give
assistance  when “called on for
L climces and other functions.,
Choralicr leader George Mus-
cselle intredluced the numbers
cwhich his group, decked out in
therr new gold jackets with Le
slon crest, sang. Firsl on the list
was a branch favourite “The Wif.
AMenpoof Song™ followed: by “The
Marys”, “"Kentucky
Babe”, “The Batile Hymn of the
Republic” and as an cncore fob
lowing a standing ovation “Battle
i Eve”. -

money ‘to open the doors, He ask-
f

‘Minor Hockey
Its Minor Hockey Week from
January 22 to January 29, and

58 civic-minded merchants have
sponsored the display ad back-
ing the cvent in this week's
paper. Support minor hockey,
and the merchants’ whme Intex
ests are In Aclon. -

il

-—ml'tl'lh:lm

I'AS'I' FHESII:IEH'I"E MEDAL was presemed Jm-i Gunn Saturday
evening at the annual Legion dinner by Zone Commander
Dave Capperauld. Mr. Gunn served as president of Branch

197 for the past two years.

Shorthorn Sales

A Shorthorn bull from the herd
of S. G. Bennett, Georgetown, has
peen sold_to Jack Deacon of Ok
lahoma, a director of the Ameri
can Shorthorn Association..' This
was the first son of the massive -
Scotsdale Tehran, who in turp is

by Scolsdale Navarrne. 2250 Mo,
bull.

S."-E. Griffin” and Son, Actoa,
sold a bull to Harry Ingraham,
Prince Williamn, N.B., and three
females to Ken Pnrkiusun Arp-
prior.




