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editors tourpd Cansdian Army and Alr Forcs e
tablithments in Europe.
Iiwunurphmaiuhmﬂuutdxm

, on this ow, following the exscutive mesting of

direciors ol the Canadian Weskly Newipapars
Association in Ottawa the las! week of Febryary
and 8 quick day-long tow of the Expo ‘67 site
in Montreal. We were flown over and back by
tha air force, oured bases for e week, tlaying a
week extrs “on our own” in Paris, Dutteldorf and
London 10 visit tnands and incidentally, present
.8 nigw Canpdisn flag o the counal of Acion,
England, from tha council of Acton, Canada. We
arrived back Sunday.

In this and coming ittuas we will sttempt 10
relate o fow of our expariances and impressions
1t is well, parhapy, belore ahtemphing 1o recount
tha details of the tour, 10 bridfly recap the back-
ground and events which lad up 0 Canada’s pre-
tant povition in [uropa.

Thew forces are Canada’s partcipation in the
MNorth Atlantic Tresty ugnad in 1949 and are a
part of the inlsgrated western defente system
under the operstional cormmand of Supreme
Headquariers Allied Forces Europe (SHAPL) whuch
wasssuthorired by repretentation of the NATO
counltries 1n Dacgmhber 1950,

The ediors, membaery of the Bosrd of Direc.
tory of the Canadian Weekly Newipapers Avwo
cration, give a Canade-wide repretentation Afler
sttending ther semi annual mesting in Ottawa
the edilors were taken by RCAF traniport 1o
Marville, France, for the start of thew viut  Ac.

Weekly Editors Tour Bases Overseas
Al Yhe invitation ﬁ}'ﬂu Department of Na- ¢
ional Defense ¥ group of weekly newspaper

companying the editors was Capt. H. R. Mac-
Donald of Oakville, a public relations officar of
the Deparimant of National Defence. While o
member of the_ Canadian Army, Capt. MacDonald
tarves as a public relations officer for the Com-
Linsd Forces. The public relations departments of
thae three warvices were one of the first depart-
mantsy W0 be conwlidated under the prewent unifi-
Cation program.

Canada’s p-lf'licip;hah.in the North Atlantc
treaty, signad 1n Wathington on Apnl 4, 1949,
involves, among other commitments, the man.
tenance of armed forces in Europe. The forces
are & part of the inlegreted Weslern delerve
tystern under operetonal command of SHAPE.
In 1951 an independant brngade group of the
Canadian Army, 27th Infantry Brigade Group,
was 12nf 10 Germany where il was wationed on
the outskirty of Hanover for alimos! two years

In 1953 this brigads was replaced Ly the 141
Irtanitry Brwgade Group whih moved into the
newly constructed campiite near the Westphalian
tcwns of Soed, Hamer snd Werl Wives and
children were aulthonsed 10 accompany seivae
men W0 [urope for the fust tine  Brgade unity
are diuvperiwad over a 400 wquare mile area in
nine camps of “tors” named alter Canadian fort.
reviey avsociated with early Canadian histary

Afrer two years in Germany, this Brijades was
roplaced by the 2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade
Croup  In 1957 the 4th Canadian Infantry Be
gade Group ok over the [uropran HATO land
force duties and the name of the Brigade - bLul
not the perwonnel in it = hosy remaimed the vanme
e,
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Twenly-live' miles wet! of thé brigade ares -

i+ the heartland of Germany’s induttrial might,
concenirated at the junchion of the Ruhr and Rhine
rivers. Near Soett is the famed Mohn dam des-
troyed by tha RAF in 1943 uting & specially de-
veloped ikip bombing technique and bombs.
The dam was protecied by swubmarine nets w0 il
was impossible 1o attack the dam using conven-
tional bombs or rorpedoes. The method end
events leading up %o the final successful atrack
weve dramatized n the book and ymovie “The
Dam Busters ™. | N

The strategic importance of the dam was not

in ats electric generation but in the water siorage
for the steel industry. A sizable number of Rus.
v.an prioners of war were waid 1o have bLeen
lout when the 60 foot wall ol waler swept
through the wvalley belew the dam The damn,
vhich we waw, was fully repawred and funchonal
withi three yedrs and today any evidence of this
jeat icylar hoinbung oparatwon v hardly notvealsle
Durning very wenous drought condiilons last year
when the water was almost all gone from be
hind the dam, the wreckage of wome auvcraflt was
recovered  Repornedly the cmvilian popolaton’s
prresent attiude 1 10 nunemize the damane, oy
el lle and resylts of the 1943 mission coupled
wilh & reimlamt 10 df“ the subyect

Hut back s the Int y Bnigade Group wha b
was fater supplementedd doth an anr oliservaton
pustl Trossys ﬂ}ullh['l!'-l'.:l wilh s Jh? fined WA P ] ekl rall
arvd i 1961 with & surlece to surlace male
LLattery armeed woith the "Honest Joho rocb et 10
furthur wwrease the formation's lue power Fin
1962 helhicuoprers were added for use 1In reconnme
rarwe and hamon  In 19464 an isdeprindent ant,
tard company became a new addihion 10 the i
(acie urder of battle  With the arnival i guantity
o! the M11] armoured perswonnel carmier in 1965
the bnigade convents from a motorized 1w o miech
arvcal tormaton

A live year plan of nulitary purchasineg, ane

l#H}PﬂLtd late in 1964, will see the hiigade acopuir-

ing othar new equipment ranging from. & new in-
fantry wldier's anti-tank weapon o 155mm gunt.
The total military personnel in the brigade and
wwpporting elements of Canadian Bata Units is
just over 6,500 all ranks. This ‘total combined
with wives, children, school teachers and other
sponiored civilian employess maans that there
ere more than 16.000 Canadian citizens involved
with the Canadian Army in Germanyl

~ Approximately hall the members of tha Can-
adian Infantry Brigade are marned and most have
thew Bamihies with them. There are over 3,000
wives and 6,000 children in Germany. 1,600
farmihies Live in marned quarters sites in fowns
arourdd the “forts” and 1,400 more familwes live
“on the econgmy’” in the surrounding towns and
villogry an Gerinan vilian accommoadaton,
_ Wikin the Lngade area there are teven

vehooly located where there 15 the greates! den-

ity of childdrens Totel enroliient 13 about 2,900

froaprin and about B87% ol them are in elementery |

R LRV 1T Cotiversalione! Fremby oy Tdu-uhl ddltv
Laeiginienineg e thee Kandergarnten and continuing W
crade B The general curmiulum follows that of
Catatug wobwasl bpcvuy tabe the chuldien 10 the
Cobwsoals troen gutlyavg areas 1967 L4 wemor mal
Foovdatuan revitts shwpwec] YHY, jrats™on all jrapreis
W f T Tabn

o ol bbb restonuns provede that 7%=
b thaes total oot oof thwes o bwsols arwd |JU|!]'|!{ baunlgd-
sty shall bae vrnesd oo hallway:, erdrance foyern
atnd wervice areas 1o aonitan a pleasing architec.
tutal desogn The s hoobs and all buddowys  when
g boreger vevpored by the atny . afe 1o e turned
vttty Letrpovagny ¢ nwaligyres fpawerrituent therefore
they st confores 1o the local buldowg tode
Lo poesa has taren that the two storey s baood

- i

b taen) patbwer thiaes l-q_:fnul a tentre hall wtlh
ansromernay of P Faath *.-.h*m barlt wath the hall
e ot ade and dlasuiooms on the other The
0T F anind & h;-r-r’*f 1% e e My atwd ll]{"'..tilr:g m
t'!lJl""-l'lld“fl""

The: biogade “arms ™ or hghtingg troops include

a regiment of anillery with an air obiervation
poit troop, 8 surfscs-to-turface mitslle bathery,
an armoured regiment, sn independent reconals-
tance wquadron (including helicopters), a signals
squadron, a fiald enginasar squadron, an anti-tank
company and three Infaniry battalions. “Service
of supporting units such as trantport, madital,

dental, ordnance, electrical snd mechanical en-
ginaars, pay, poslal and provost have static as

well at oparstional field roles. Units and facili-

ties othar than the ones which would actually do
the fighting, but which are requirsd % support
the brgade form an organization known as Can-
adian Base Unit [urope.

* Westphalia is the state where Canada’s NATO
formation is located in Germany, batwean the
Ehinkd and Weter qutl T cump.uuhuif wmall
in ares but of immene importance sconomically
1o the rest of the country. Thare the woodad
hills of the Sauerland in the wouth and wouth-sam
the nngy of spas in the Teuloburg Forstt; the
Wiaschen Hills to the east and the broad plain of
the Muensierland 1o the north

Loest was hirst mentioned 1in historical docu
rvents in the year 816 AD  The Roman Cathal«
Patrgbli Church, built 1 954, sull stands in the
lown Al the beginning of the 13th century Soesst
received il town charter, almost 300 yeasrs befor
the enisteive ol North Amerncae was know:
Through this charter it agruired the night of aelf
government. Todsy it s tha only tawn in North
ern Germany wilh its fown walls atill surrounding
two thirds of 11y areas -

The town of Loest hes No newipsper devole.d
cxclusively to it specilially However, four pro
vincal dathies serve tha ares. Newispapars-—efe
owned by the runister of justice in Garmany and
each paper serves a large area with aboul twe
pages ol locel news inserted in the vanous ed
hons for distnnbution in tha many local ares
wived

An article a short Tune ago appeasred in one
ol the papers which dealt with the import of

Sugar and Sgice

the economica of the Soest area by having the
Canadian Army bave thare It was estimated that
over $10,000,000 15 gouwg into tha county «

For the past few wecks, I've horww, which tums the whaok s
hovan cunfmated by an enigima. thang  into somewhat ol o woest annually
Thiv word docs nol mean, as one nightmare.
of my students told me, “Some-
thing u nure pives vor in the The character ol hunar is as
hoapital. betore you have sh op  penverse and valied In ity Qual
cration.” ihies as the character ol women.
Prling the winner in & humor
The empgma i this: what is contest is as tricky as picking a
fuamnor 2 Amd the reason it con- wile, LEvervbody elwyy thinks souu
fronts e v that  soane  mis miade w bum choe,
puided peuple asked e o e .
unc ol the pudges in a4 counpe Do ovou want Mabel, whao
titin  invalving humor. Egual o s v over on hist awc-
v mipuided by an intlated guamntance * O do vou wand
vy, | oaceepied. Cart, who will wear well over
the yvears? Do vou want an hil- potate cltort to steoll ol o
apusas compamon for an even- though modhing had  happs ned _ :
g or 3 guwt chiwkhle onee a - maney for cars. ameoras, sewing machines, ro
'_l-l'l'fk for generations? Humaor Did T Laugh” Thoaght l‘* bi.~ dwos, tepe recorders and record pldyers. Many
v In the eve ol the beholder. w put 1 owas glad she wasn’t hueg, :
swecess. Eversone agreed comp. but hhe most people, 1 got @ toys bought hare in the county, espacially electric
letely with ma devivions Except It no use Lets get hack 1o bemendous belt out ol secng tramns, and besideos that china ware and silverware
those wha dudn't win and their the coigma. What is humor? A<k the detlation of o <tistled shin are token back 1o Canada by the soldiers after
their “Soest lour of duty’ has come to an end

relatives and  tricnds. the Tirst person sou mect, and O pondie, i this case.
Everybody going to the market will nohlice the

he'll sav,  “Ivs anvithing that
mhes yvou laugh.”
many Canadian women who take a great plea-
sute i shopping in the old.town atmosphere, the
oppoute of the super market.”
>econd instalment Trop from Ottawa 1o Mar
ville, Dusseldor! and Soest, Visit to army brigade
a' Loest, mechng Stalf S5t Charhie Rushmare,
Corp George Smethurst, Corp Ken Gregory and
Capt Morgan, dinner with German journalish
yack 1o Air Force base at Marville
Third instalment. RCAF photo-reconnaisance
wing of Marwville, Quick Reactron Alert Wing at

"By the presernce of these Canadian NAT(
hhoops 1n the county, & linle more than 38 milln
DM (Cerman Marks) yearly go into bank ac-
counts ol German businessmen and 1thop ownars
into the cath bosxes of German pub-owners and
landlords, into the pockets of marke! women and
tunt drivers and for the pay cheques of maore than
F 100 German employees It 1s quite correct to say
that the Canadian roops. seen from the economic
powt ol view, are the most unportant ‘industry’
ol the tounty

"Qur Canadian citizens spend most of th:

the hall- paier ~he pet fonaned
the woay shoe ook, Hal oo b
oy, Jur hgt oser her mose,
OUnlv a camera voald caplure
the wsald, desperale bk she
thitew asvmird o~ apvang
Yoad spaotted the spull Onldy the
pival  Chaalwe Chaphin comld
Franee pna el the franin
s tarriele Tor Twer bl the dos

I should hoave kv etier
Not thal being a pudge v all that
dillicult. I've « public
apcaking  contests wath  great

P've judped races at the Sune
dav Schoal picose. And had 10 .
tork over u dine 1o every run Well, it's nol,  necessanly. Ve, parody ol a0 politeal
mer hevatise Ml woesda beat Peuple will howl with laughier vaatlematy Por olhers, ol 1. thwee
B il he haddena Tl mc frvrin shwer Derves, F'Lﬂ"c in- Wiy, pawky humieor ol the 1eal-

L) *-.tmh.‘l.l mw, i tweat e twrmindbly lrom drink, or ur- s, the i who sees hite wath-
puni.’ ' I uncontiullably troom i ot rosesolored  plasses Faor
Toslory whose poant they  hase s, it the stalt soraw ledd

messed completely, ue the waalls ol a0 washioonn
bor adher~, 1t s the mechanie al LA {rl w““.‘!
vanned wit of the protessiunall _ MARVILLE FR.
vomedian, the pun,  the  gag, _ - '4'1',*- 3 (F) WING

Lhwe hir'l-l...ll teiv vl ‘ H“S -} Sb- .t 1M'Bmtﬂ
TRAIN ”"“WW .. 2007

What s e * e oo wdea
I oor sy, b 1s thwe hatter, oven

And theied Ine o ik  to
Judging o beapty contest, I'm
sinre. Althaugh there's .:Iu.a}-. the People wall laugh at practical
slanger ol gethmg a bust in the v anvthing. Onlv vesterdavy, 1
ove trom some dingruntded con- . owas dooking out the window. A
testant. (e evenn lrome somie vounge matron, Anown tor her
prunticd one, hagh opimwon of herell, minced Al 1 ocant sav tv, “Noeser ape

slong. serene in her mink. Right  an™ Eyven sudging o baby con MEYZ FRANCE ' ~~ Ard :
(L] IUIIFIHF humor 1~ @ i front ol our place, Zip wonl test would  be chald's plav, % S L] zw-l!rhruthﬂn meehing Airman Bernie Kuhn dis-

'Ilu‘ :
boise ol g dilterent vulor. her Lol on picee ol ice. thus AL Jeast the ontrws woldd ' : : NP 4 lFJ “ﬂm Hld? h‘r’ unigue pt‘l‘!-ﬂnr‘l-r_'] hnghf'f Hmned strang-

There's alwavs, m lact, the e : AL e oamde ul the saiie e ' | . ‘ - : g i
gy ol s pudgmg the dark Moie wards cannot describe  al. e ’ FOurity st e =
almen d4r1s, LONGON, Acton, meat-

LOCATIONS OF ARMY and Air Force basey in France and CGermmany, loured by group of 19 dir- mg mayor and editor of Acton Gazette. back to
cutors of the Canadian Weekly Newspapers Association, are shaown in miap. Dave Dills begins M ars ' .
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1clling what he lcarned in the editorial columns this weelk SRS A RERE Shank home:

h' d 4 : _ WY ONLY DURING LENT AND LASTIR? e e
T 15 Sun EIY 5 W sovm to Bocome vonsennas o aonevd waith

e b s seasomy e fliing a1 e astbacr . Wi

The Choste swho came, sl Rhed, amd Tines Tas
u en " povennesedd peerpctual ware, constant comspaanoshap
e e sl meets wath the two e thiee, o th
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