Yo .be or not fo be -

It is with growing alsrm that we watch
the procedural gymnastics the Acton District
High School Board'ls going thiough in their
handling of the outside. use of the gymnas.-
lum. ;

We believe tha facilities ar the High
School should be available to rétidenty of the
High School distriet. We agree that the first
vse of the scheol must be for eduasticnal
purposes, After these educational require-
menis have bsen met, the facillties can then
ba available for other uset.

Wa fes! that the board can establish pol-
leles govarning the use of the facilities which
will both ensura the propér and reasonable
care of the building and allow the residents
and taxpayers the use of the facilities. The

Aoton Public School Board has been able to-

sot 8 policy governing ths non-education
ute of their auditorium: Two membears of the

Public School Board who have basn en the

board since their auditorium was built report

{
Acton telephone users are in for the big

swilch this Sunday when ths town’s tele-
phone service is converted to disl equipment.

It's anothar step in the local progress of
communication that has some advantages
and disadvaritages. It will, in some respacis
be faster, and speed the placing of calls
to long distance points by means of the Dir-
-ect Dialing plan. Like many others however
we'll miss the opearator’s voice that has been
handling the hundreds of calls for the doz-
ens of years. The opserator will be missed
oo, in the handling locally of the police and
fire calls. No longer will there be a think-
ing human being helping you place your
telephone call, reach the pul'icu or summon

the fire departmant.
Thare are several new fastures to which

~ we'll be exposed with the introduction of
' ~gial telephones. One thing is that we’ll have
to learn all our friands’ telaphone numbers
all over again and they won’t range from
one nuper to four, they'll all be seven dig-
s,

" Probably 1hu ,h'-mul :Ignifi:ant differance
In our !nlqphﬂh‘ wystem here after Sunday’s
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From the Brm‘hpmn Times and Cansafvator

Many purlets and ideslists bamoan the
“commarclalization of Christmas,” hinting
that the huckstars have basmirched the basic
meaning of the great Christian holy day. In
our opinion, the complaint is overdone and
in far too many instanced stems from a
- -8crooge-like attituds, born of pockethook
panic.

If 1t waren’t for the retail stores in Bramp-
tan, and the Chamber of Commerce with its
Yuletide hLighnng project, would the spiril
of Chriatmay reveal itseff in the community
wtil December 295 rolled around? Hera as
eirenrare Wrcughoul Christendom, tha over-
turgs to, Chratmastade are most  articulate
thegughaat & commarcial and industcial sec-
100 3 o viug LAY Tty

Peraga 1 14 well 10 clanfy in one's mind
e Ltitue arul waculer _avoacts ol Chosy
AL Vs Mal radl e may nﬂnnd tha othar.

the bosrd has dricouhterad no problems with
the oytside use of the auditorium,

When the auditorium at the High School
was bullt the board did not receive any pro-
vincial. grants on ils cost. The taxpayers of
the district are paying the whole cost of these
facllitias.
on tha gymnasium amounts to over $400:

We balleve this alone it-good enocugh reason

or ute of the gym by taxpayers,
The theory is advanced that the gym use

“would be in direct competition with the fac-

ilitier at the Y.M.C.A. Wa believe that a
simple board statement of policy can ensure
this will ‘'not occur. The gym does not need
to be in competition with the Y.M.C.A,, the
Legion, the Public School or the Community
entre: It will instead complement these oth-
or facilities.
The namination meeting held at the High
School was the first public use of the build.
ing — we suggest it will not be the Iur.ﬂ

=

Big Swiich

switch-over, will be the fact we can call to
Rockwood and thrgmﬂwn subscribers with-
out paying a long distance toll .charge. . In
effect this lifts one of the barriers that we
feel has had a determining effect on the
extent of Acton’s business life.

Acton has had for many years one of
the smaller telephone exchange areas. As
the importance of the telephone increased
it was a determining factor on which town
area people chose a shopping centre,
Those on the Georgetown line that included
Limehouse and Ballinafad were naturally
drawn toward the Georgetown business cen-
tre and similarly on the othar side of the
town. '

This pattern may be altered but if it is
it will naturally be in terms of years. In the
meantime we will all have the convenience
the new system will afford.

Sunday. is switch over day. Iz effects
are immediate and far reaching, its advani-
age: mixed with disadvantages, but it is a
move long awaited as it completes the con-
version fo dijal facilities in this general area,

We'll be looking forward to dialing.

Part of .Christmas Scene

First, and it myst never be forgotten; the
prime purpose of Christmas is to celebrate
Christ's birthday. Concurrent with this is the
more materialistic Santa Claus concept of the
holiday, and yet through both events runs;
one common cord: a time for giving.

Writing from London, England, last week,
our overseas correspondoent, Mcintyre Hood,
reports a “new look" at Christmas. A British
medical journal quotes doctors as saying
that “Christmas should happen more often.”

“It is tha finest tonic that human heings
can have,” ha quoles. “Doctors have found
Christmas is a time when wating rooms are
empty and neuroses are Lifted,

"We may suqgest with some moasure of
confitdence that Chiistmas in adequate dasaqe
1s-more effactive and with fewer side-effects
than phenobarbitaone as a therapeutic reqg-
e,

Aping Their Elders -

It reay b tear, hanih & judgemens, hut a
Cangtiar reakitly tetyined liean Rusein says
1hiad 1y e .foltanists 1 yoauth thiere, yrouth hiove

i sadedled wab Cmaddle agmd attitipdes ™

Dr Jahn E ¥ MHastings, a Tarohta Uniyve: .
My asmxnte pnotewsar ol pabibic healih, was
talling a Tyramo convention sudienie of ub-
wervetions made on & sim month ey through
Europe amd Asvia Wheraver he travelled
the USSR, Hastings, he tound that
young peaple are dynamic, purposeful "
trightens me,” he went on, “10 compare Rus-
sia with Canada, where young people, worry-
ing sboul security and p-ummni, have middle-
age attitudes betore they have heen young.
Until wa insnll the samae teslhing of purpose,
the future tor us w going to be rocky.”

sand Ur.

. . :

It would bs ebay to dismiss Professor
Hasting's jucigement as a generalizaton but,
a! least as far as the atritude of Canadians
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The Interest being paid annually

‘Whoa, there! Stow down. Relax,
Get that frown off vour lLace.
Don®t look so strained. It's not
a foneral or a wedding, or even
a threshing vou're getling ready
for. It's Christmas. Remember?!

1 know. T know. "It's a trv-
ing time Tor all of wus” and
“"Christmas is gething oo, com-
mercialized” and “it's not what
it used 1o he” and “we can’
alford all those presents™ and
"Christmas is just a bhig pain in
the - neck™ and T don’t enpow
Christmas anv more, 'm simply
worn ol 've heard them all
Poppyeoch ! Pattle! - 1.
Christmas  that's a0 hig
the nevk. s somme of
called Chrstians who  velebrats
il = worrving, complainimg, piab-
hing, sweating, poushing whioung
— e perledt brenay as the glor-
boas ehay approag s,
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my doing. Fvery vear, .about the
Chiel En-

hallucimanons ol

firsf ol December, the

grandeur, and we're tor it

One
i the
this means |
a vamplete
which took me
ta pav lor. Another wvear,
thought we'd sand ali
Noors, The result looked
Lake Superior- on a
dov. One preChristmas,
imte the painting and
cver the family o metl at
tine, it resembled O warg
cring of the Sinv Nations,
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= THE GOOD
BACK IN 1941

Taken Mrom the lasus of the Fres -
Press, Thursdey, Dec. 18, 1941.
Schools close lomorrow until

Jununry 5 — (he longest Chwikl-
mas holiday possible, :

Aclon slopres Ore open  every
evening untl  Chrlatmns.  They
offer vou plenly of assortment
and shopping  lime,

The constant selling ol abe
auctionvers and spirited bldding
of & hall full of polential  buy-
ers couldn’t cope with the gen-
erosity  of  the farming comes
munity adjocent 1o Acton and
of Acton citizens and so the com-
miumdly  auction  sale  was  stop
ped ot midnight last night, to be
resumed on Suturday night  ay-
nin, ANl proceeds go to the Red
Cross and Acton und  Vicinity
War Service League. .

Tuesday evening, Acton Iriends
and relntlvey wore dulighted 10
hear Private Herbert Taylor and
Private Pal Kenny broadeost
messages _ from overseas 1o the
friends back in the home own,
It's  certainly  goad 1o hear
these Tamillar voices again, " On
Christmas  Duav,  Private  Nor
man Gibson will  sing . the
Roaver Club, London, Eoglond.

The Lak&ide Chaplor LOIMH.
held o surprise shower at the
home of Mirs. A, Young on
Monday evening  in honor ol
Miss Floara Savers, who is to be
marricd shortly.  Miss  Fmuna
Robinsan, the regent,  presided
for the covening  mecting  and
presentation.

Miss Grace Lantes, svho has re-
signed  as manager of the Bell
Telephone exchange  here,  was
presested with an ivory and goid
clack by the stalt bast Fridoy
alternoon.

Dublin
their repular
evening. Mro G,
Chirman lor the
PrOgram:  Didfig sk,
Somerville, reading,
Friank~. Christmas PO fTa i,
Helen Somernviller wveaal duet
areen Sieele and Fleanrr
Hoss ~ar Mr €. Curisy s
a:d Ross and Fule Somesu.le=
Conduated o ~tune

Literary Sodicty  held
mectung.  Friday
Samerville was
froawing
Margarel
M J
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OLD DAYS =

BACK IN 1911~
Taken from the lssus of the Free
Press, Thursdiy, Dec. 14, 1911.

Mr. and Mrs., ChristopHer Mec--—

hnve
MoPhers

Pherson of Alusku, wh
hwen visiting Mra, R,
son Tor several weeks, lelt on
Muonday for Lima, Peru. Bolh
ure  experienced and  Intrepid
pold mining prospectors and In-
tend o do prospécting in South
Amuorica.

My. R. D. Warren, the LIernI
camndldute in the election on
Mondny, mude o highly credit-
uble run amd succecded In re-
ducing the mojorvity of his ope
ponent, Dr. Nixon, by about 70
vordes firom that of the last ¢on-
lest, 'Mr. Warren Is one of the
most desirnble  condidates  ever
nominated "in this part of  the
county. He takes his defeat in a
manly and philosophical way. °

During the special mecting ol

councll Tuesduy evening, o hy-
luw was pussed 10 read that all
cigurettes, clguretie tobucco and
clgurs are not 1o be sold with-
out a license. Mr. A. 0. Beard-
more requestied, on behalt ol
the W00 employees of the Hirm,
that an clectric lamp e placed

at the corner of Elgin and Queen

Streets, Two hours were spent in
e respective mers
its ob procducer gas plants and
hvilio electric power,

The  anidogue ol the
Luaks will be on o sale at the
Free Library an Satanday  even-
ing. The new  books  will  be
avaiblahle on Mondoy,

Mre. 1. Warten has  had s
land mrklud on his Larm and
it has  heem subdivided into
bhullding lots tar o new subdive
isiann The lots have nosw bween
hsted and ansone  intorested
i the progped!t mav starl li4hu]hj
a home lor 3125 dawan and Y10 o
month tor the ot untul paid
far Thete s ampwe fregn for G
iwad it hone canth 4 guarden
The Jats, are e aty! east o thes
(TR, tra: ks o P Street

The shum casclas 120 wran
Gewer eihet  mere
T Charcytmay a0t in
L T A oM byt 1 L g,
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