Sunday, Decem ber

EARLY BN THE: CENTURY Acton :ub::ribart weara served through a swiichboard like the one
shown hare. Operators in thote days wore double-bun hairdos, long skirts and high buttoned

shoes. The folding bed and razor strop were us :d by the male night operator who tock advant-
age of a lull at Ih-ﬂ switchboard 10 trim his beard. _

Five, Pollce |
Stress Emergency Calls

the volunteer fire department.,
Calls 1o the  lire number
QL1212 will ving all seven teles
phones,  inchuwling  lowd - ringing
bells in the volunteers’  home s,

The Introduction of dial  ser-) phone Co. has installed an emer-
vice In Acton  will result  in’ pency reporting system  which
changes in the method of handl-{ includes seven telephones. One ol
ing emergency calls to the Fire! these is located at the fire hall,
Hall and 1o the - Ontaridy Pro-one at the home of  the  firwe

vincial Police. 3 [ chief, one at the  tannery, and| The call can be answered at any

For [ire calls, the Bell TL"L‘-' four at the homes of members ol
MIM'MW-TH

Jack Bemllg, lnstaller
Busiest Bell Repairman
When Switchover Happens

Jack Bendig. Bell
instalier - repairman wiho hd“t”

answering will take details of the |
call and ring the siren, alerting !
M other Tiremen,

Call Police

The Ontario. Povineial - Police
s uttiee has been equipped by the
Hell oo owath automatic answer-
te il recording  equipment
“which will “take”™ calls when the
Dpolice ollice is unmanned.

A vall te the palive number,
SSL12500 will trip oo relay, setning
i operation the answering  and

Cproperiv, s B e . :
cs most of that ype ol work Mr. Bendig will also visit Puh_._luuhlmg Hnit. |

for telephone users  in Acton, rh-. telephones and private branch:
will be one of the busiest people Cenchange equipment 1o mahke ad-
in town the night of 'the change  justments sa that  thev  will!
to dial operatioun, : 1111111.'::'+.u:: under the dial system.

He will be fovated in the man- ’
ual exchange where, on the sig ;
nal %o “cut” o dinl, he will bc'
among the -Bell crafisfhen” -’
ing out fuses, cutting the manual’
office vut of operation. This w'l
be done immediately betore the )
dial olfice is placed in senace.

Then, he will proveed to ched s
the essential lines, such as those
serving the fire hall and the Oni.
ario Proninvial Police ollives to -

Ty

-

T..-h*phnm [ make sure they are hunchioning

will hear a  message,
recorded by the constable belore’

he lett the office, which will 1ell
Cthe caller that the police otliver
— i oabsent, and which will iovire
RNOW EXITS jt]'u:_ caller to leave o |111..‘:-1-.1;L‘.|
At"l..: vOu. ) hﬂh'ﬁ "dlti“g Thi"\. \\'hll:h '“-HIIE ih!* l"l.:n.:ul‘dl:d, I

Christmas? The fire chief savs the same  action
'S vour dutv 1o know where tne’ that caused the answering  and
exnits ate aid o where  the  eiee reconding unit to begin opera-
phone s Also, write down the ting will also switeh on o light
e dJdeaarimeni’s phone number outside the tormer telephone ex-
arnd phone number and adddeess change building and another
the place where the parens the police oltive, telling the pat-
ate poing Keop, Christmas satc . robing constable that there is o,
ol chitlhdren — tiresale! =eall tor ham, -

A valler

Meanwhile,

tl!

cnumbers are
dhirec oy,

of the telephones and the per SR phond usery” dial

ccatlls
srhe

17

‘Marks Further Bell Progress
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“If in Doubt”
Check Directory

- All h.iupl'mm: nunvhers In Ac-
o — Including thuse_fpr. pollice
and fire calls — will be changed
coincident with the pwitchover of
the local exchange to the  dial
system shortly aftgs’ 2 nany. on
Sunday, C. S Keith, Bell Tele
phone manager Tor this  reglow,
reminded telephone users  thit
week, . ;

The new  Ontario Provineios
Palice number will bhe R53-1250]
e Fire Hall number, 8531212,

“If vou have v doubt aboul
a particulir number, the dle
phone directory Is yvour  best
puide,” Mr.o Kelth said "All the
new numbers, as well as special
instructions, e included in the
198l edition ol the directory.”

Telephone vsers served by o
Acton exchanpe will receive tele-
phone numbers consisting of the
prefix 853 and lour other figures.
Fur local calling, telephone  us
ers will be reguired to dial ol
seven digits, and the Tull seven-
Pigine number will also be e
quired lor both placing and e
ceiving long distance calls. They )
should appear on any stationery.,
signs or advertising matter.

Area Code
Mr. Keith pointed out that an-

_ulhu three-ligure code, the "nral |
cocte”, 519, ;lh['ll..lr‘- on the tele-

here. He ex-
plained that Canada  and  the
United States are divided  Into

i.uhum 120 numbering areas, each
! with Ja distinctive arva code. This

i used lor long. distance
i, therefore, part of
telephome number for long
distanee purposcs,

Operators and welephone wsers
who have Factlities [or
long distance calls, will dial the
819 bwfore the seven-figure tele
phone member in order o, reach
.-'h'tun telephones 1l they url* call-

Codde

e Trom another area. Howewver, §

Lrom other exchanges
the 519 area, such  as
Guelph, Brantfurd, Windsor and
London, will pot require use of
this code.

Mr. Keith urged all telephonce
users in Acton (g cheqk the di

-,.I“h
within

cclory for H'Irmlrrﬂ:m of*friénds |’
and business firms they call fre-
guently and enter them in their

Rlue Book ol telephone numbers.
Additional  free copiest of the
Blue Book e available in” two
~sizes trom the Bell business of-
in Guelph,

company  service
also listed in  the
The long distance op-

Loy

Tele ['l|1ul'l|.‘

Cerator may be reached by dialing

OV, Intormation abowuwt unlisted
numbwrs mav be  obtiined by

ddiatling 113, and telephone repair
Eaervice by dialing 114,

dialing}

" Soap, corsetl’ covers and  col-

ogne, “the. Imprisoncd breath of
blbgsoms”, hoad never exacied
from J. E. MoGarvin's drug store
bell, the wear and tear couscd
it in Novemrber, 1884, by (heteur
lous coming ta view Actun's Eiir.-.:
telephone switchbonrd,

Frum B a.m. to 8 p.m, on F“Tk
days, the Hitle old | Gilhland
could be seen in onctlon i1 (he
first subsxceribers — (the  Acton
Banking Co., the Free Press,
Nelson, MeRae and Co. nnd W
H. Storey — woere In o talking
mood.

On Sundav, the telephone ol-
flce was open for  business b
tween 2 and 4 pam. and on holi-
davs from 10 1o 12 pm. and 2 to
4 pm.

Held Demonstration
Telephones were nol  enlirely
unknown in Acton where, a lfew
cars thefore, o Professar  Kent
id held o telephone demonstia

tlon in Temperance Haoll
R. Gray, Grand Trunk Railw:n
‘agent in the eightivs, succeeded
In making a pair of crude

%

;

i

Montreal listens in on an cld

wWire.

— el 2 . T W

From Telophone

Acton’s telephone directory listing of November 1900
. cluded many names that will recall memories to some present day

Book of 1 900

—— L T R T

Install Switchboard System in 1884

Free Press One of First Subscribers

retruments which coarried  conver
sation over » thyee mile circait,

The first “talking box™  had
heen invented by Alexander G-
hiom Bell in 1874 and patented in
1870. .

Demonstreidions ol 4he inven-
fon were poputlar across the
corntry and peimitive telephones
became the subjects ol specun-
lion oud conjecture.

Alter the Tirst long  distance
test i TH76 and the completion,
eof the tiest long distance line in
Conadan Tor  commeraial - pune
poses in 1879, 1welephone connect
Linns  owulside village boundaries
became a desirable possibility.,

Long MMstance Wirea

Crews ol bearded, overall-chind
men tnvaded the  highways  aad
by-wavs 1o walk up the 1all rine
ber and  precariously  twist the
long distanve wires  aroumnd  the
big poles erevted by the  dusty
roadside. .

In IR&4, such o crew huilt the
line between Toronto and Guelph
through  Acton, Weston  anad
Georgetown  and  long  distance

.--r—--r-----'rmh- e b
=" ° H o |‘|

I'.b' e
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ACTON'S FIRST telephones were installed in 1884 after a long
distance line was built between Toronto and Guelph through
Acton, Georgetown and Weston.
demanstrator in the Bell Panorama of Telephone Progress in

Here Mary Frances Johns,

Blake telephone like the ones

which carried Acton’s first message over the newly erected

Fire Nuufmber Mew

v'in Most Homes

Firemen  valling door-to-down

. mpm epione nuy
|Hnr'~. for everv town® Ell}d' :1%-';:4

ACTON, ONYARIO, THU’HBUA"!" DECEMBEH t4th, 1941
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connection became o renlity here.
The old Blake = Welephones  in-
stalled in Acton that year for the
transportation of s local  and
extended voice consisted of theee
boxes mounted on g bhackhoadd.
The topmost box contained the
magnelo generator,  the  middle
box had a hole Tor the mouth-
pivee and the bottom boax  cone
thined the balttery for the  talk-
ing current. d

Telephoune users held  the
ceiver ke o hime bomb
shouted -into the mouthpicee
the tap ol their lungs. In
within six or 10 hlocks il the
wind was right, they conld  be
heard without benefil uf the tele
phone at all, '

i
el
H
firt,

First Munager
MoGarvin,  the  tirst
wias  replaced in 1HAS
by D MoGarvin,  The drug
store was laken over by J V,
kamnmawin in 1890 amd Liter sold
o A, T. Brown, mamnager  here
brom D 1o 19250 Other carly
eantagers were Go L Lantz o
Mrs., Bertha Lanlze. The presemt
chiel operator is Mrs. Margarel
Ford,

Wiien Mr. Brown ook  owver
the telephone oflice in 1900, sub-
seritbers numbered 23 and g
larger switchboard had replaced
the old Gilliland.  Night service
was given on the "cot™ system.
This meant that o omember of the
Lamiily slept near the board n
vase ol emergency,

In 1919, continuous service was
ofticially insmpurated,  The wle
phone dircctory lor that  year
showed Little resemblance to the
miniature book ol 1RBES  whivh
carricd advertisements Tor car
riages, . lap  robes amd  washe
boards amd showed Acton sub-
soeribers without  telephone num.
hers, ’

Phone Books
By 1920, ads for Nash and Mo
Laughlin - automobiles,  electric

1. E.
LT FULE

the bouk reflected the changing
times., Some of the Aclon num-
bers were o remain in use in the
same homes and places ol busi-
ness lor more than 40 vears.

I 1920, the Bank ol Nova Sco-
tha answercd number nine, as il
tloes unitil the cut-over. The cus
tomis office  was  listed  beside
number 34 in the 1920 and the
19600 dircctory. Number 56 is still
listed besude W, K. Graham, as
Howas in 19X while number 13,
the Grand Téaumk Railwayv is now
the Canadian National Railway.

™ b bBrg ) wvi e r

21 Years S_ervice

ossity of lurning the crank

Adong distance

Second Sectlon

e . i i e L B Y % W W ——

Robert Kerr, 41 ring [five .
1920, Is now 41-W-%, and numbe.
79 is still bheside D. H. Lindsay,
as it was 40 years ago, Syman
Hardware answered numbger 47
in 1920 sand Iy listed beslde” that
number in the 1960 directory.

Connecting Agreement

A comnecting  agreament  was
mande in 49211 hetween the Bell
and the Consolidated Telephone
Co., ‘lormerly known as the Cal-
cidlon Telephone Co. Their 300
stithscribers in the  countles  of
"ecl, Wellingtan, Dufferin and
Simceoe connected with the long
distance network of the Bell at
Acton, Guelph, Rockwood and
Orangeville. '

In 1919, the company was pur-
Chased Ty the Township of Cale-
don amd Erin_and the name was
cRanged to the Caledon  Muicl-
pal Telephone Co. In 1918, the
10th telephone was  installed
and in 195%,  the 1.000th  was
placed in service here,

The Acton exchange was con-
verted to common batlery' opern-
tion in 1949, eliminating the nec-
o
signal the operator. Newer and
maore compact  elephones were
imbraduced. .

Operution Enlarges

By 1955, Acton operalors were
Haedling 4,300 local calls and 218
long dhistance calls daily as com-
pated with 80 local and 15 long
distance connections in 1908,

Two mare positions were addd.
vd 1o the switchhoard, which
had hbeen enlarged by one posi-
tion in 1953 and now numbered
five, enabling that number of
operators (o work at ihe same
time. Acton had 1,134 telephone
stthsertbers in 195§,

Since the first elephones were
instailled tn Acton in 1884, there
have been vast and  continuing
improvements in telephone ser-
vice, lron  wire, originally em-
ployed, was replaced by copper,

mr cuils were invented, mak-
cephone conversation aver
greater distances possible, '

A microwave lower was erects
cd near Acton in 1960 as parr of
the Windsor-Turonto microwave
hnk' to lacilitate the handling of
calls.

Transcomtinental telephony was
mide possible in 1915 when Al-
exatuder Graham Bell placed the
lirst vall across  the continent
from New York to San Francis-
v It was not until 1920 that Ac-
ton subsceribers could place calls
o any point in Canada or  the
[nited States.
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Chief Opefator Mrs. M. Ford

To Work min' Guelph Office

Mrs, 'i.i.u raret 5. Ford, who
h.u served as Avton’s Chael u;wr
,ltur since 1955, has aceepied
posttion with the Hell Tele phm‘n"
Company’'s tralbic department .
FGnelph and will serve there abter
the dial cut-over e Avton

Mres. Ford, o native ol Meatord,!
has been serving telephone us
cers o some 21 svears, g

She jomnaed the Bell i Mealord
dn o operator n 14927 i e
mained there until her ranstia
Toranta thiee sears Later

Recaume Chief Operator
0 8he et the company when she
paticnt A Tuciman CLREENN | ot in 192 then reinined The

- ~ :
”lll-l-1~"-'l waill beoal vou *‘1””'5 Hell ov Meatord an 1945, 1n ILI“-.':'.I
LTR IR :

' subscribers.

" ACTON, A. T. HHDWH Local Manager.
10 Tannery
[ Tannery .
[".hnu ."|1|l""1
RL"‘Hi{I.I.,'"fL'

o B AT T Y
Irug st
Ht'ﬁll.h'llul.."
Saw Mill

1
AMondav received an Tescellent i
response from houscholders who!
pladiv acceepted their rad Labels
for their phones, These red and
while labels, pre-tvped, go oon all:
telephones I~ name, aaddress

and Tl Onlw Ihal &34
il e

Abaut
TIMTILS

Main

Y arden
Al
Churvh
Maan
Mall
Yonge
Man |

S Main o and Ml

Acton Tanning Co,

Amold Brus.

Amold Bres. . . ..
Beardmore, A. 0. it
RBeardmore & Co.
Brown, A. 1.

Brown, A. T.

Brown, Jas. .

Clark’s Hotel

Grand Trunk Ry.
Hendernon & Co. ket
Humphries & Hawlke.
Kelly, Dr. C. L
Macdonald, Dr. 1. M,.
McGrall, .- A

Mcheague, Dr. 5. A.
Merchunia Bunk

Has— Moore, H. P.

1lb — Moore, L. P. . ... ... ...
7 Storey, Christle & Co.

15 Storey, W. H. & Som . ...
2 Storey, W. . & Son

14 Toronto Lime Co.

shee became  chief operator  in
_:'lutlmr where she remained un-
Cll oshe Game o Acton.

Farlier this vear, the Bell Co.
announced plans 1o estahlish a
maajor long  distance centre  at
Oxdritt in pnorth-western Ontario
Mrs Ford avoepted the position
as Chicl operator there, and lef!
Acton to take up the post,

However while Mes. Ford was
i route, the company changed
it plans lor prosding long dis
Clatie e serviee 1 that section of
notth-western Ontario,  and  the
position My Ford had aceepted
no longer evistedd, s she re
tudned 1o Acton. '

”u”'l.

[a
Five

lﬁ e L|1'|:I'Lt‘t:.‘|.l
A they womld, ard  thes
hope e limish the whole town
Betore dhial swilvhover Suandas.
o the vountrs, vounotls g -
opetating oo osee Lanmers all
veive ther stickers.
Hosvou Jon't have

Al

CoNLation
Goeneral Store
Millers
Physicvian
PPl s 1an
Furciman
Physivian

Al
At
Froderwk }
Mill & Frodern b
Man !
Froderick i
Mall
"My Al :
Church & Frodernick
Mall )
Hower Ave !

Moan !

[ rinielinse '

L™ la
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Tanners
weildls vl e

LIl
“Frey Pross’
Residene
Bankers .
Gilove Mirs, .
annen

Lime Wuor ks

MORE POWER...
GREATER SPE
threen ever before!

Ak ber * Cokm "o "CocarCo.a” Duth traie marhy mgan the prodoc! of Cala-Onia Lid,

New SUPER 75 chain saw

Mosat powerful, lastest cutting chain saw yet. New
“"Power Pulse™ engine dalivers 420 cutting strokes
every second. Now yon can cut 4 loge in the same time
it used to taks you for 3! And you know it's reliable
because it's made by Remington — famous for product

-W. 5 ENRIGHT
— R.R. ¢ Acion

Enjoy that
Refreshing New Feeling wi Coci-Cola
- Orangeville Bottlmg Works Limited

'Orangeville, Ontario

Ih?"ﬂllllﬁ BOTTLER OF COCA-COLA UMDIR CONTRACT WiTW COCA.COLA LTD ’

YELEPHONE LINEMEN building Acton's first line camped out aslong the way. This telephone
crew of the 1900's is complete’ with moustachice! cook and bearded blacksmith. Note the
horse-drawn steam boiler fnr power for pumping and drilling.




