- Tasty Delicacies Thrive
~ In Burlington Darkness

There were sirange things done
0 Senvice’s land of the midmght
sun but the strangest by far here
3~ the work of 90 men who tol
in cumplete darkness to satisfy
Mrs. Housewite.

Thewe workmen, cquipped with
their miner’s lamps, hanest 1.000-
0 pounds ol mushrooms an-
nually,

situaled on a #8-acre farm on
the Guelph Line. north of Num-
wer 10 widervad, the George and
L. H Leaver mushroom farm
represents an assessment  of
$15¢ 263 1o the town.

Mushrooms are cultivated in
darkness (o preserve their fresh
while appecarance, which disap
pears, turming to a dull brown
il hit by a harsh light, even ar-
i:ficial light. Besides as manap-
er NDavid Leaver adds, "it's cheap-
er.”

Canada's Largest

Themushroom producing plant
1. actually an expansion of the
comnpany’s  first  operation  in
Dixie. The Leavers {arms are the
fargest in Canada.

The plant at Dixic largest in
Ontario. has 320,000 square feel
of planting beds, while the two
units here contain 230000 sguare
feet of growing space.

Like many local businesses,
mushroom growing started in a
small way for George Leaver and
his sun Llovd, back in the carly
1830°s. Orgmally fruit growers,
thev started gruowing the small
fungi more out of curiosity than
envthing vlse.

With almost Smmediate sucgess
the uperation started tu grow. A
demand for mushroom soup dur-
ing therwar hep: Dusiness thriv-
tng during hosinities even though
steaks were at 2 premium.

Just as sure as summer follows
woripg.  moreased  business  de-
manded expansion.

With the enrvachment of hous
ing in the Dixie area it was im-
practicable o expand there.

Secure Supply

tn 1951 a turkev farm
started 1o cnsure the noeded
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Well. how did vou make out at
Christmas? Was the loot up 10
expectations, or was it the usual
cunglomeration of lasteless  ties,
tovs that break if vou give them
a puzzied look, furniture with a
scratch oun i1, accessories (hat
don’'t match anvthing vou  wear,
gnd coffee puts with a  candle
pnder them, of which vou have
twu already?

" Was the wrkey one of those
increasingly rare birds with a
real twrkey flavor — a dandy,
tender, big  fellow  with  ~ix
drumsticks, four breasts and
meal that [alls away [rom the
bone — like the kind we wuwed
to buy? Or was it one of thow
frozen slobs of thingy forced
along in a __.E:._ucm. a1mus:
phere, all breast and thighs
like a movie actress, looking
w beautiful In  their  plastic
bags, and tasiing exactly like
ruast plasiic bag?

Did the old man manage! 1w

keep his nose ovut of the jug. on
Christmas Day, or was he in s
usual condition: carving all oye
the tablecloth, comical as a sev-
ere toathache, and after dinner,

as lively as a saled oclupus?

Did the kids tiptoe down at
6 am. check their stockings
with muted glee, and play
guietly and happily with their
tovs until vou came down? Or
did they rocket down with the
stealth of skeletons dancing on
a tin roof, put the record play-
er on at full volume, rip open
presenis hot meant for them,
and then start a big fight over
the one from which the tag
wias missing?

S Tohs

supp!y of poulimv manure. The
MGacre farm now markets -
(0 turkevs o sear. As Dave
Leaver, -Manager of the Burhag
tun plant puis 1, TYou fave o
he in the business all the wan
there =~ no perventage n dumng
things i ha'l Measare-,

Neal ocamme 2 ocannming laciomn,
huttt un the turkey tarm. This
cxpansion resulled from the o
vreased demand  tor canned
mu-hruom-.

The Leaser farms produce van-
ned mushrooms, ander (A w0
name, for 3 great many ol the
larger supermarkets,

The next move was the croec
tion af the two mant barn-bhke
buildings un the Gueiph Line an
1933, then part of Ncelson Towne
ship. -

Rueasun fur the move here was
because of the isolated laaiion,
awav from the resideniiab devel-
upmenl, proximits tu markel
and suppliers and access (o high
wavs., The phyvsical characiers
tes of the arca, between the o3
Larpment and the Lowville valles,
are counductive 1o a4 wunbinual
circtlation of  air, desirable in
the zrowth of mushrooms.

Gr swing mushrooms could be
“kencd o living in Australia, the
sCas0f s cvad iy oppusile Lo nure
Mmai growing procedures,

Three Harvesis

Srartme in September, throe
cropsy are Rarnvested  from oo
unil and 1wo from the oiiber e
‘ure the growing  scasun
Timmine prubibhis the rwaming Al
a4 thiud <rop from huth un-is

The two units Juntain 24 e
dividual houses. In each horse
there are Twenty beds streidhong
the entire width ot the Puinfing,
with a 1oral area of 10300 in ealh
Woause., The 10 beds, stacked misw
run three sturervs high

Fir<t siep in the growng prr
vuess is the composting of 15¢
antcre recded in the growng
Th i~ lasts between 135 10
Dur:ng tins time e the
Ao~ which wre avricted regu..r-
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il Mother remain potsed,
ca'm and smiling all dav? Or Jid
~he gei flustered, undercook  the
turkes, oversalt the gravy, break
whne uf her good bane China cups,
have o little uff with Aunt Jane
aAer the pudding sauce, scream
at Dad that of he didnt tare
tho~e flaming  kids our fur a
while she'd caicide, then hurst in-
‘g tears when it was time (o de
‘the dishes and  eversbudy clse
Lam fast ..__i_nr,_.u..u

We had a good Chiristmas,
thans Ao We alwars do, cven
..,,_:.:.rﬁ.u._,_ these things  happen.
And they hase, Plus one Chrise-
rmas when | hiftted the turkas
aul d the oven and Jrupoed
it sicack n the noddle ol lhe
flear. Plus another one when
the Jamuly chipped I oo &
televiston st for the grandpo:-
enis. And we had 1o pur ihe
mons<er on a tobogean 1o ol
1 in tu the larm. And we h..l
Lepi it o great sewret. And i
the Rim, aged 3, tottered  n
tarst aut ot the snow and =lore-
vd D Tdren’t vou eaciied  ahout
‘e TB Grannv?” TB was her
it boer television and Granne
Kiew il

- This sear, we had some spuece
wliv mice things happen. One ey
-ming, 4 litle belore Christmas,
I was crovched in the psaihor
aatriy ward, vathing over comp-
gvitions, There was .a long  dis
tance call for me. It was Mr, L
B. Lucas of Markdale, Ontario, to
tell me that he liked my column
and to wish me a Merry Christ-
mas,. |1 was kind and thoughtful
of him, in these davs when

people are too busy, ur (oo lazv, at Christmas than guod :
it good friends, and o good pair of

o pass the lime of dav, and

warmed the shrivelled cockles of snow tires E case
| couple of blizzards away?

| my heart for days.

v, temoeratutes wiil reach 18 de-
atee~ tahrenhont,

e et gl susniemenia are added
Junng this tne o proniade added
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Diviy tarm,

150 Deprees

The Aouses are then sealed and
he tempetatutes taised o 120
dedrers r."._ﬂ_,.....ﬁ._.._.r._r. and 13 Jde
crevs in the buods for pasteurie-
sttt The hotises are ~tecamline
cd o K)o oany bactenia whieh
Akt have loated M from oul-
sde AN houses are kept scaled
Juting the gromang  penod
cUminate the. pessebility ol
cas¢ being burne in the an

With the "emperatore owered
tw 14 deerees. the beds ate then
spanned. Sl steriiized  with
tarmia'dehvde. 1 then added 1o
a2 depth of one and a gquarter
tpghes This entire process lasts
about mine davs.

mﬂ_h._,...: cunisisis uf the J._..-_,._r._.
ium ol the fungus in bricks wr
made of equal parts of horse
and cow manure and leam. Al
thye Leaver tarm it cumes attache
ced vt v wr gran hernels. T
is= 2 commercia! articte and 1t
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Wait Eight Weeks
Ii taloes r:___ll.T__
Frogers the e the compost enices
the Ry Delole the ticst ushe
g poaks hromen

Ahaont vt doss after the sl
mcahireom  pin” appears,  har-
vosting beains,

Onve they afart o grow they
Jeoukiye PR wife __.___._..._.._:_....mw.-_.
Crups are ptohed tor approxime
atelv 30 dans from cach bed, then
,_.___,__.hra..,.. are aared ....r.:__,hr.r_
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Then, ius: bufere Chirstmas
imvited o o gomg
awany narty i the ald _ﬁ::....m
caan, Wi was guing away!
We were, despite the tact _:..n:_
we left last September, and
would be hack fur Christmas a:
fove davs later. That's the wav
thes wperate in that town, and
we like L.

wet Wwaew

S a cuuple of old  friends
with whom we have fough!  our,
Mant 40 tssue, blackencd moaeny
e repulation, watched  many o
wunrise, laid on oa posh ~hindiy
We ~tarled out an o snosslorm
mut 1 brer arrnvet rthere
i oo seawnsboarnr And L suh o
aygterz |Jd drne dhrough O
Sizeed tar oa week. There was
cang, 2 oar 3 oot them,
s bobnat ws 1l of braps s ever,
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1t wos grand "y Thetn
Woiikian 10 minates, T owas back
i 1 throes ol Lwal peoeliiios.
Lojne Blamed Lo b W, -
aoe unit that  wem through
whon 1 was cditaor and & coun
cidlur, The O'%W Battle-Axe woas
chatteripg like a bluejay  with
The Girls, There are no friends
lihe ofd friends. 1 thought
thev'd hove (hanged a fot, bhe.
ulder, steadivr, more  settled.
After all, we hadn't leid eves
on them for three months, But
they were just the same. We:
gut tw bed at 7 am. _
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High Quality
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at
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PRICES
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THE GREEKS HAD A WORD FOR THIS TOO

It was Arolimeedes who sgid
hve e oa bever long enough
aned a fleren steone enough aned
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wirbl," It = o grmal thing 1y
know in case th.nes ever get
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As we cblebrate
the MNew Year, our fondest
thoughls {uen 1o you!
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A ne grect the coming v the New Year with every

best of everything
in the coming
Mew Yearl

EDNA-MAY

LADIES AND CHILURE ™
VEAR
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thay may be o yeor of growth and progress
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