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. EDITOR'S NOTE — In last weak’s history
of these early
- Indians who Inhabited Halton County, This
week, the story of John Michie's :;Yhdiun
of Indian artifacts, a portion of which he has

agreed to domate to a County museum,
should one be establishad.

- By Roy Downs
This is the story of John Michie, the only
Jocal archaseologist whose hobby (to our know:-
ledge) has reached so far into the lives of those

early Indians who inhabited Halton before the
arrival of the white man in the 1600s.

In his home at 15 John St., Georgelown, lies
a comprehensive picture of these men and wo-
men who carved a living out of virgin forests,
quiet valleys and rushing streams. His collection,

"+ . Unllke other collections of arrowheads, pottery
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and %o on, is complete because it includes the
complete gathering of arficles from one Indian
village in Halton which John dug himself.

It took him five years of his spare time to
complete the “dig”, and anyone seeing the collec-
tion would appreciate the work which has gone
Into his findings. It's a perfect start to a county

- mMuseum.

| feel proud to tel this story, because John
has never made public his findings before.

Government Owns Findings

His reason, he explains, is because the
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interest was only for curiosity at that age, he
started into archeeology in earnest. He felt that
instead of hunting for treasure,:it would be much
more interasting lo piece together the history of
each campsite as he came to it

"l wanted to compare their living with mine,”
he explained.

He read bocks, drew maps, and studied every
possible site he could find. His coliection grew
and grew, as his studies increased and he began
to wrile a book on his findings. He unearihed
14 campsites -within a five mile radius right in
Hallon, and says there are more.

Collection Lost in Fire
Then in March of 1953 a terrible fire razed

Governmeni some lime ago declared that any -

findings from Indian villages are the property of
the Government. They gather the articles, send
them to Toronto, the best few relics are chosen
and displayed st the Royal Ontario Museum.

This, according to John, is unfair. To tell a
story you must tell the whole stary; to give a pic-
lur:é:f:n Indian village with a few choice pieces
of relitwis useless. it's like buying a car after
you've looked at the steering wheel, one hub
cap and the rear bumper. “I'd chuck the whole
works in the lake before I'd let them have it"
he declares, '

His Idea, then, is to put the whole collection
on display, properly labelled, with someone in
charge who understands the collection to tell its
story to visitors. A properly-trained museum
curator, a8 good museum In a choice location,
and a large collection of all facets of Halton's
early days would be ideal.

How does one get interested in this fascina-

ting hobby, | wondered as | talked to the collec-

tion owner on four occasions,

; First Find Is Perfect

Well, John was bprn in Esquesing, son of
the late Harold Michie and Mrs. Michie, and
brought up on the Third Line. His uncle George
Bailey of Hornby showed him an Indian arrow-
head when he was 12 years of age, and it im-
ressed John so much he wanted to know where
e might find more. His uncle told him of two
places 1o go, and his search unearthed the mos!
geometrically perfect arrowhead he has ever

sean| :
This gave him a good sterl, and although his

JOHN MICHIE,. OWNER OF THE COLLECTION
WITH AN AXE HEAD FOUND [N HALTON.
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his housg and the collection, books, maps and

everything was lost. -He sifted the ashes of the

house and managed to recover many of his

articles, but some near-perfect pottery and Indian
ipes were lost. Also lost was his prize arrow-
ead to which he credlts his hobby’s start,.

e had found only one village on which it
was possible to make an accurate study. All the
others have been plowed and disturbed by man's
modern machines, He started 1o dig info 1his vil-
lage in 1952, and had:lost some skeiches and
some relics from it in the fire. He waited a year
after the fire, then began again to rummage
through the ruins, His dig was completed in
1958.

The village was situated on a flat plateay of
sandy soil with a large bank all around it, where
the ashes and refuse of the village were thrown
into pits and burned. Five of thesw ash pits

were found, also a sixth where the bones of-

animals and broken anifacls and poltery were
thrown., The area was well watered by a spiing
creek, making an ideal site for the Indians who
founded the village.,

Four longhouses were unearthed the longest
42 feet long and the smallest 20 by 15 feet.
Inside the large one.were 12 or 13 postholes (dr
the bunk-type beds and a four fool avenue or
aisle running from one end of the crude building
to'the other. Six firepits used for cooking were
found, ond firepit for each family.

Finds Yee Pees, Firepits

Besides the other longhouses, John found
threa tee pee type homes, probably coveied
with bark or skin. The largest was 18 feel in
diameter and had three fire-pits two lor cook-
ing and one for fashioning weapons.

To the east of the main camp area were
small firepits but no longhouses or lee pres,
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Eighly-Sixth Year. No. 11,

ian Vill

These pits were in a natural amphithealre and it
appeared as if this was the village's counsel area.

The whole sile covered between {our and
five acres and would probably have accom-
modated about 175 villagers.

Other campsiles uncovered would take up as
much as 10, 15 and even 20 acres.

some villoges, he discovered, are older than
others, Trade wilth the whites started around
the yeors 1600 to 1610 and some villages show-
ed signs of liade with the whites, One camp,

however, seemed 1o founded around Ihe "1200.

Uses Knife, Whisk, Shovel

Dhaning of a village is a painful, patience-re-
quiring joh. You must first study all records, then
[ined a spot you think might have suited a wan-
deving band of Indians looking for a campsile.
Goud drainage, a place 1o hide, and an abun-
dance of waler were necessary in each case. The
wolor of the yroumd plays a large part in the
thiscuvering of thuse villages. The earth appears
datk around the aress where the ash pits once
burned, ‘

The actual digging is wunderlaken not with
shovels bul with a sharp knile, a garden hanel
shovel and a whisk broom. As each item is
tound, the ground must be cleared from around
it and the arhicles lifted carefully from the soil.

Johw's lindings 1ell much of- the siory of
our predecessors. Their teeth weare very bad
and a brew made of tree bark was the only
solution for a toothache., No teeth were ever
pulled oul, no mater how ronten they became.
"They must have had gangrenous mouths, bad
hreath and o lor ol suflering,” John declares.

Oneo Burial Ground

Lyiggegineg vpy willueyees is fine, he maintains, bul
he: slays away from the burial grounds as much
as prossble. He explains he ran across one hury-

LA = b

The Acton fr’tj e

ACTON, ONTARIO, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 81h, 1960

4 | g

s

PRty (g AEE (RI ] Mool g e s e h % gl Tl

3

Laie LD BT SPRE LD g A S

._j."l

es in Halton

Ing spol by mistake and decided to dig it. But

ha'd rather leave them alone.

in his findings, John unearthed two battle-
flelds which were the sites of “out and ou! bat-
tles”. On one, it was plain 10 tell the story of
lhis war 300 .years ago fron the position of the

. relics found. He saw an ambush, a heatad battle

and even determined the viclors.

Their art amazes him. "Ii's all a cross-section
of their way of life, and | appreciale the way
their artistic ideas came 1o hfe through their
clay and slone,” says the collactor. He says they
found great artishc outlets through the manu-
facture of their pipes and pottery.

His collection contains teo many articles to
name here, however in i1 one finds a hesutiful
comb, many pieces of wampum, heads, flint
and arrowheads, broken poliery, axeheads, ltoma-
hawks, kruves, even a pair of crude scissors and
an awl for leather working. The pipes are amaz-
gy, with short stems antd arhistically-designed
bowls depicting human and animal faces,

_ Many Other Hobhies

And the owner is |usl as fascinating. He also
rollects old guns, does beauttul arnamental iron
work, carves wood [tke a master, loves hunting
andd snowshoeing, and is enough of & wine con-
notsseur that he somelimes makes tus own. On
top of thig, the Avio employse s enough of a
carpantar that he has built his own new homo
near Limehouse, and moved into it this woek,

Not to be ouvldone, Jobn's wifa doeos
alurminum elching and leathercraft, so it's not an
idle household.

I found this man one of the maost internsling
| have ever talked to, and his wlnas absout the
eslablishment of a museum in Halton County are
just as interesting.  But more about that next

week |
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ONE-STOP BANKING

He won't be long. In one briefl visit to his local
bank, he can do all his banking, even il it in-

volves sending money hall-way round the world.

He can handle money matters this casy, con-
venient way because only a chartered bank
provides & full ramge of banking services, all

under one roof,

Day-in, day-out, in more than 4,800 branches
th Canada, bank customers are making deposits,
puiling valuables 1nto safety  deposit boxes,
buying or selling foreign exchange. .. using

all sorts of banking services.

At your local branch bank, you can count on
prompt, courteous and personal attention to

all your banking needs.

&

THE CHARTERED BANKS
SERVING
YOUR COMMUNITY
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TWO PIECES OF BEAUTIFUL INDIAN POTTERY
FOUND IN A VILLAGE IN HALTON

ROCKWOOD
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Pranksters Toss Table

Bank Into River

few  wiecks, ler the fong sumomer hobidieys,

somie party or parties have been
removing o picnic table un Val-i
ley Road wwd dumping it m.'a.'ri
the cdge of the taky bank onio|
the river bed. A munber of lights |
have also been Gampered  with
by wondhs from wul ol Lown,

James Milne's bouth in the
park adjoining the  highway s
hueing well patronised sinee Cive
i Huoliday.

Gordon Griggs concluded  his
services al  the Presbylerian
church  Sunday moming.  His
ministry was much enjoyed.

Mis, Leonard Nighlingale  has
taken over dutics as organist al
St. Jahn's churdh -

e Ay A Schenls reapencd  Tuesday  al
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Tattered Facts

@ CONCRETE BLOCKS
@ CINDER BLOCKS
® SAND

~ JACK RIDLEY CARTAGE

Limited =

@ LIVESTOCK and FERTILIZER
® FARM SERVICE and SUPPLIES

® CONCRETE BRICK

.. @ CLAY BRICK
® STONE

Rewiring  his  house,  Charlie
Binnic of R. R, 2 Gune agioss
faded old publicalion that prow-
e so interesting he brought o
in 10 the Free Press. The 2
page magasine-lvpe booklet iy

DUMP TRUCKS FOR HIRE _ .

titledd  “"Commervial,  Industrial
and  Progressive . Lditiom ol

PCV Class FS & F
Fully Insured

Bromplon, Georgetown  and  Ad
o, Ontario — a deseriptive e
view ol o munbher ol - manmilact
uringe and  mercanbile  anterests
hiwaled i the above-named hve

PHONE 251
- ACTON

EYES EXAMINED
GLASSES HITTED

SUN GLASSES

FOR APPOINTMENT

'E L BUCHNER

OPTOMETRIST

CONTACT LENSES FITTED _
HEARING AIDS AND BATTERIES \
OPTICAL & HEARING AID RLPAIRS

48 MILL ST. E., ACTON

'WEDNESDAYS ONLY

OHice Hours:: 200 - 6.00 p.m,

wite towns in Peel and Halion
Counties.”

The date of the edition wias
1A, and of cenmse 1t was the |
Acton section that drew  attent :

1k anl opiie . i

 Just 2000 Then

Here one reads, "Acton s an
wearporated village ol 2000 pop
Palateen . . L e o the et
hasoming villages o thes section -
Ll Lo ey sites,  escmption boom .
slavation, cheap cleoine peoaser,)
Cees] shapping Lacibties, sites fon

hiermnes aand poesd. sohowals are -

atlable. Belore svou deonde o b
Catiomstor vour indistry or home,
wiite o the Reeve o1 Village
‘l Council. :
I “For 1916 thes  are Feese,’
1[-¢'lrrgl' Hyvnds . coumillors, Alex
Bl YA Hemddersom, Charles
A Baibey, Wm H O Smath, Jhek

Cand  lreasurer,

PHONE 115 ACTON

My boy is as smart as &8 whip! Yes st a
regular chip off the old mnr.hr(vf
[N

he's saving his maney so heca

E—

hy, already
clocnliege,
That's nght_ Yes sir, a chip ofi the old block, '
Wouldn't be surprised if he gets to be a big
star on the foolball team. He's just Lika the
odd man. Now, ﬁn:.u tell ‘em where you're
saving your maongy. Speak up, boy!

CBoard ol Educaton as follows
Jlohn B kennedy hatrman, John
Kenny, C U Speight, N Farbes
Hobert Scott, Wm Johnstone
amd P Meowre, seorvlany trcas
Lifs 1
There folloms shoset gt s an
the tos s incdusinies = and s
Bsder Aanad Mo al
Connpany . Beardimore anmd

I FRE R
[aliony
oy
“atha, W M Couper, D € Rus

A 1 Mackinmen

the Merchants Bank of Can |

Woechemnd and bolidiy visilen s:

Mi. aned Mis. Frod Doy and
Lomily, Ancasivr,

Mio oand Mis, B v luul been
up in northern Ontario for o
holiday sned stopped here an the
wity hrapne.

Mr. and Mis, Miltem Caeer and
Family, Aldershiest.

M. Roy Day, Toronta,

Mo, Terry Hellerman sl sy
ler Patsy, Milton,

Mr. Dave Bauver and
Suclbury. _

Mr., and Mrs.  Martin Bauer
amnd Miss  Marjerie Baner  re-
trned  home doving  the  paist
woeek Leam thein haliday in part
el Northein (hntarmes.
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,...!...1... el e e e e B g

Town Was Seeking Industry
Back in ‘16, Review Reveals

sell, M. Saw., George Edwards,
Speghts Hardware Store, G,
Hynds, Wardhad  and  MoKay

and Kenney Bros,

Anngunte Dates
District’s Fairs

The following are  the dales
bor fall Lairs in vhis district and
major fairs in Ontaria,

Abertovie—September 2, 21,

ACTON—Seplember 16, 17,

Ancister—September 21, 24,

Bolton—5cpleinber
er 1.

Biampton —September 1517,

Caledemn- September 9, 1),

bonn - (ktober 7, B and 10,

Gall— September 2224,

Georgetown — Seplember 30,
(ko teafwer 1

Grand Valiey == Seplember 30,
(W teabwer 1

Kinchener — Seplember 26 tu
(W taber L.

Listowel- September 26, 27,

Lomdon (Western Fair )— Sept-
cimber 12 to }Y

Markham — Septeinber 19, 30,
(W tosber 1 )

MILTON -Sceplember I8, 24,

(O angeville= Seplember 20, 21

(Htawa [(Cential Canaday —
August 19 to 27

Rew ktun—(k tuber B and 10.
Shelpume- Soplember 1h 1T

Tormnto CN E — August Mo
September 10,

Tomvntey { Ronval Winter Fair)—
Semember B w19

Walkerton= Neosembyer 11
"Walcrdown—September 13, 14

L

| LOVELL BROS.

MODERN MEAT MARKET
WHERE QUALITY IS HIGHER THAN THE PRICE
FREE 'l:;slmnv IN ACTON
" PHONE 178 '
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