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" Mrs."Mitchell helps
with-a puzzle

Ghmmer of Hope

“Your child is retarded, He has
"},’- nothing to offer sociely and suec-

' jety has nothing to offer him,”
ware the blunt words of a doclor

¥ t to Donald’s parenis. But the truth

e ‘"' did not come casily 1o Bill and Jean
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; *"_.- as they frantically grasped aj the

'. ¥ :trmn of hope and lried in vain to
,i'; console each other,

However. despile numcrous con-
_gultations with a dozen doucturs
- “snd the spending of scveral thous-

and dollars, the diagnosis was slill

-the same. Al first they had no

sirength to face the reality, bul

ll.nlllr they were forced Lo resign

, themselves to the fact

Denald was relarded. There was
l:mt]:lng that could be done for
;lim.

For Donald waz born a retarded
..:l.r-'chﬂd in an sge when & relarded

l child was a secret child, tucked

;- away from the world in the con-

. fines of his family, or scereted in
o "an Institution to be  forever un-
seen, bul nol forgolicn.

And this could be lhe experience
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Rév. Christensen’ coniducts’ workshop [obs.

I

Pllght of Retarded Child

of many parcnts. Relardatlon bas
aver 70 known causes and research

is turning up more causes daily. It
could happen to any family, re-
gardless of race, creed, color, fin-
ancial stalus or background. It
could happen todey. Today, aboul
three in every 100 children are in
some degree mentally relarded.

Today. however, their outlook is
somewhal brighter. Things are be-
ing done for them by a sociely
that once shunned them.

1600 FPupils

Thero Inr«n':. in Ontario alone, 5,000
members in 80 assoclations  con-
necled with the Ontario Associat-
ivn for HRetarded Children, which
was founded in i883. They operale
5 of Canada's 150 schools and
conduct 1,600 pupils through daily
lessons. One of these is the Mil-
ton and Distriet Assoclation for
Retarded Children, with 10 pupils

L from the north of Halton County.

There iz also & new $25000_school
opencd recently at Burlinglon, and
asnother school at Oaskville for

pupils I’n:l'n the .town and Trafalger
township. Others in the neighbor-
hood may be found in South Peel,
Bramplon, Guelph and Hamilton.

Becaus¢ pressure on the govern-
ment to establish classes for thesé
retarded children under the public
schools system has not, to date.
proven successful, each unit must
support Itelf. Fortunately, the
plight of these children has stirred
uwp the warm hearts of many indiv-
iduals and women's groups and
service clubs, who have done ines-
timable community service with
their volunteer donatlons and ser-
vice. Public appeals for funds have
also proven successful in recent
yearas, but each associalion is still
doing the minimum for the child-
Ten.

Need Workshops

More monecy and more workers
are needed to give the children
the necessory treatment and rehab-
ilitation. After they have out-
grown school age, sheltered work-
whops are needed where retarded

Continued on Page Eleven

"There
but Ior lhe grace

A gopd example of the
being achieved with rela
children ia seen right her
northern Halton County,

in
here

for Retarded Children is doing an
asionishing job of dally mlnin:
and care for !0 mentally - retarded
children. Their Sunshine Scbool on
Brown St opposite Milton,. Arena,
has five Milion, three Aclon, one
Tr:lalpr and one Esquesing stud-
ents.

Retamd'

t Ackon free Press.

mnu ONTARIO, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26th, I‘P!?

Sunzhine Sc¢hool originated wilh
§ meeting of parents and Interceted
Milton district citizens in Fobru-
ary, 1998, when a commitiee was

_formed 1o organize a school Gept-

the pupils entertained their par-
ents and fricnds by demonsirating
what they had been learning in
school rouline. They opencd with
praycer, repeated the days of the

| emvbar 31 saw the opening ol the
new classroom, in Lthe rear of the
Milton town hall, with three pupils
Their teacher was Mrs. Pat Fliz-
gerald, assisled by Hn. P. K. Mc¢c-
"ﬁ‘lllllml

At Chrisimasiime, a l.hurl three

comths fram thelr small beginning,

These words of gratitude cen be uttered by any father or mother with ¢ normal
youngster. The fact is, s mentally retarded child can ba born to anyone.:!
regardless of economic status, educational background, rece, colour or

religion. There are at least 70 known or suspected ressons for this condition

that can occur before or during birth—or in early childhood. In Canads alooe,
34 mentally retarded children are born coery day. Give thanks
~ that your child is oormal by helping a grost csuse,

mentally retarded children CAN be helped!

A VOLUNTEER VISITOR will be calling at homes in Acton and district in the near
future. He or she will carry literature descaribing the work of the Milton and Dis-

trict Association for Retarded Children throughout

the North

Halton district.

Please greet the visitor with kindness, study the literature, and make a generous
donation that the retarded of this area will not be forgotten.

“DON'T LET A RETARDED CHILD BECOME A DISCARDED CHILD."

THE MATON AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CHADREN
POST OFFICE BOX 671, MILTON, ONTARIO

weck,
hymn and a Christmas sung and
demonstrated table manners.
Early in 1888 the schuol in.
creased from three lo six pupils,
and new guarterra woere sel up In
the basement of Emmanuel Baplist
gchurch in November. Shorily af-

An

Dear Neighbours:

Second rS-dIm.

terward, Mrs. Fitzgersld left lown
and Mrs. Jean Hobertson was en-
goged to instruct the childeen in
their daily moming classes. Mra
Pal McGrsth of Speyside and lal-

~Children’s School
Gives Pupils Chance to Learn

children pald 3 visit o the Ceno-
taph near the school whare they
viewed the monument lesrned
why il vims erected, and said &
prayer for the wir desd. Their

FerArtomr—totowed—trer:
Eenisd Bullding

The (957 officers ol the associal-
i were [aced with incrcased en-
reliment and the need, once again,
of new quorters. A small  four
room building on Brown 5S4, Mil-
ton, was rented and plans  were
made to oquip the building Afler
a busy summer the execulive had
iransformed it Inty two classrooms,
a workshop, 8 kitlchen and bath-
room, complele with piano, desks,
blackboards, shelves and a lumbl-
ing mat.

Rey. Mr, Christensen ollered his
services for an hour each  week
Ly leach the boys handicrafts with
suw, hammer and planes. The Kin-
cile Club of Milton offered 1o
equip and mamntain  the kilchen
facilities.

In June of Lhat year, the prin-
cipal’'s mssistant, Mrs. G, Jeffares,
was promoted 1o principal and Mra
Jean Mitchell, alse of Camphbell-
ville, wus named assistant. M™rs.
Robert Buckner of Acton also as-
sisled, giving her time wilthoul re-
muncration 1o instruct the pupils
in music and movement,

Full Day Classes

It was during this  year  thal
,:nun*;; pupils becume of age o al-
tend full day classes.

Since the [all of 1954, something
new has been added Lo Lhe pupils’
instruction. One morning a week,
they are glven an hour's free lce
time at the Millon Arena, W (ur-
ther their physical development
and give the students some health-
ful recreation. As they began, only
one child had ever donned the
blades before., Now six are skaling
un Lheir own and the progress of
the others 13 a source of cunstant
smazement o the parenis and lea-
chers.

Farm, Bporis Activities

Anuther highlight of their In-
siruction was a trip to Lthe farm of
une of the executive members,
where the pumls expressed much
inlerest in the anmimals and the care
of them. They hke sports, so i
was & big uvccasion when wresiler
Whipper Billy Watsog pald n_visi}
to the achool And posed [or plctures
with the children.

Last year one of the girls al-
tended Camp Belwood, the Guelph
district fresh atr camp for retard-
ed children. This summer one of
the boys enjoyed a happy holiday
al Belwoeod, They wisited a dairy
and the fire hall, ond appeared on
the Kitchener TV station.

Last Remembrance Day, the

“Investment in People”

Your lowal association is doing the job you can read about in this
paper. or that yow can sce for yoursell if you visit the Sunshine

Schiood on Brown 51, Milton. The

task we have underlaken on yovur

behall has been negleeted so completely thal it ean be honestly stated
thait more has been done Tor the menially retarded m the past decade

than was done in all previous recorded Lime,

¥

We must have your flinancial sepport at this Ume to provide the

necessary  acormnmudation lo train these citlzens of gurs | .
cilizens who bave not been blessed, a8 you and I, with nurmal m- |

Lhoesae

tetigence. 11 s just this simple, neighbour: IF YOU AND [ DON'T

X3 IT, IT WON'T GET 1XONE.
We do nel expeel -sufficient

funds In our oampmgn to tanld

suitable accommodation. Thal 1s why this year we wish to establish
sinking fung of al least $10.000 towards next year's effort which will

put us over the fop

We are nol begging for your suppori—this 18 o communily prob-
Tem and we are giving you an opeeriunily to invest an people. Do you

kowow of any betier investment?

Mease remomber that Relerded Children Cun Be Helped and We

Caun Help Them.

sSinecrely,
G. G. #DDISDH.

——wrhem
rents and friends are invited for
brief program presenlsd by Lhe

pupils, is another oulside aclivily
when the studenis gel a chance to
show off their knowledge of (Lhe
simple things they are capable of
doing.

Singing Is a juy ta the pupils,
and once a week Mrys, George El-
lolt comes to play the plano for
a rousing sing-song ol the h
and the favorile funes they? Tove
so well, The weekly work 'I'Iup les-
sons are also fun for the children,
who take such pride in ng able
lo finish a simple chore 1o the sut-
isfaction of their toachers.

None Could Read

Reading s a problem for some,
but casy for others. I they begin
classes at an carly age (five is the
minimum? they learn much easler
than if Lhey begin later, sccording
to the principal. One sludent Is
now working on the grade two
reader, while othera are at grade
one and pre-primer level. None
could read when they enlered Lhe
schoal, including o©one buy who
spent flve yeourd In grade one ot
public school.

Measuring, telling time, ldentify-
ing numbers, countling, dresaing
themselves,  singing, tumbling.
painting, memory ‘work, handi-
work, cooking, learning health
rulecs and many other simpleo
things are drilled and re-drilled.

QOne boy loves 1o lell guesis
what time it is. Others are. work-
ing on flash cards in an effort to
get them reading casler. One loves
adding and subtracling, another
wilh 8 misformed band delights
in lying his own shoe laces.

Memorize Fealms

One little girl eould never dress
herself, butl she is learning. One
boy can drive his father's car and
tractor and works in & garage on
weeckends. One fellow  couldn'l
speak understandably. bul now has
no trouble eonversing. Some have
memorized four psalmes.

Thelr rhythm . and movement
classes are helping with co-ordin-
ation of body muvemenls and con-
tentration.” They do tot compele
with othars, but are given separ-
zig instruction in the wvarious
phares of classwork.

One boy, who Is @3 bul hus the
mind of a child, went o public
schoo! for several years but didn't
even know any numbers when he
joined the Sunshing School. Yol
his handiwork is boautiful.

Felgn Accidents

Each one has been taughtl Lo give
his own name and address and tho
name of their parents, They closely
follow the work of the Junior Red
Cross and dramatize first aid rules
by having a pupil lelgn an sceld-
enl while his assoclates tnre for
him.

Here, In the words of their prin-
cipal, Is the case of jusl one of the
10 studentis: “We see a child of 10
years of age in 1055, starling at our
Sunshine Schoul, He had never
been to school so he hadn't a pen-
cil or & bobk. He had great ditfic-

g cven his family
knnow what he lHe was 8 child
alone in his litte {world. §le was
tense and drew intg himsaell & great
deal, a0 was difficwll to teach,

Loves M

*This child is as & new, crealire
tloy. He is relaxed and very hap-
py¥. he can lalk with anyone and
be understood, he har Irarned to
read for ks own  protaction  spd
informalion, he can do simple
oounting and wmeasuring, and 18
time. He has learned asbout the
peaple and things in his own com-
munily, and he has lrarmed 1o use
his hands in making things of paj-
er, leather and plasic In  the
workshop he is using a hammer
and drill and saw.  He loves muasic
gnd rhythm and  theough  these .
things has gained confidence and
self conlral 10 the extent he can
skate alune after two soamons of
praclice

C*leearning o do simple  hbouee-
waork has made him a heiper in the
home. [arning »oclal behaviour
and manners » hriping him to fil
inte his home and community [ife,

“Haz it bren wonrthwhile?”
Well, 1t has been worthwhile,
Many whn saw_the Sunshine
Schonl grow from three shy pupils
in the preseni enroiment of happy
fricnda will vouech for the wvalue
of the training they are receiving.~

Fxpool Mare

The problem now, s that an in-
creaped enmiment 12 rxpected The
execulive knnows of many more
retarded 1n Milton, Aclton, George-
town.and the surrounding Lren-
shipe. The school cannol approsch
parenis to enrol their children, but
il in expecited that: more siudenis
will be wvoluntarily enrclled in the
near future,

Just one Instance | the case of
a four-year-cld north Burlington

by whose parents are so enthused

they have airrady made applicst-
jon to enrol him in the school. He

will be acrepted on bis. filth
birthday next March

Continged on Page Flevem
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