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Dn!ls turns f:rs.t sod on addition in 1949,

lnieru::r uiew uf the Free Press Piant m December 194&:
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lnstallahun of 1he roll fed'Goss press was cumple’red in Septembar 1957.

_ Electropic platemakmg is introduced in June 1956.
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hlghf}' Fifth Year.—No. 8. Second Section.

~ First Free Press E“yltors Falth in Fufure
. Justified 84 Years, Four Editors Later

It was in 1875 that Joseph Hack-, sures ammed at its prugrf;ﬂ and ilies of this commumity. Joseph
‘ing, a printer from the Guelph| voiced disapproval of things which Hacking in 1875 wrole that Actun
-Daily Adverliser, decided that | were no! considered advahtages. 1IN had Just barely enpugh  inhabit-
{ Acton should have a newspaper|has tukd the sty woeek by week . anls to become incorporated. but
.and combining hls funds and ex- | for ncarly a century ol the avtiv- he had .falth In  the outhwk for

periEnee he assembled the neces- .
anr;r equipment for printing a
mewspaper here, in the blding
that was then known as Matthew's
Hall. This building has since been,
moved [rom2its site on the corntr
of Mill and Willow Streeis and is
now occupled by Holchen's Bak-
ery.
The {irst issue of the Free Press)
came out on Dominion Day, 875
It is signlficant then, lhalt an-
‘|nouncement of a new building 1o
5

e c—

future developmend

Eaghty-four years and four eid-
vtors bnter, Actopn has  become . &
town and justified the faith i his
establishiment of the Free Press.

huuu the Free Press should be
‘made so shortly aiter.the annivers-
of the paper. Aller two years
upstairs printing, Mr. Hacking
l‘I;I:(erlu.n»:!l:-u:! the late  James Mal-
¢hews to bulld a one storey build-
idng adjoining, for the Free Press
Here, Aclon's newspaper Wi
sprinted for another two yuars be-
fore moving to the present site.
I} Mr. Malthews  building later
. a:r.-rved as Acton’s Post Office am:ll
—-bpulslie—utilities—effice- un#l it waa_
kfinally torn down from the present
hiteof the Bank ol Nova Scolia.
- lnlldjn; Remnﬁell:d
~ In ﬂql, t]‘m present Free Pross
DL Ll LLI R : ) -
lﬂﬂ ul‘lth i.'ne present front hq:nu..
Al added. Up te that Lme 0o steam
* 4 boller was fired up cvery press
{ day and the papers were printed
on the old Prouty Press. A gnsul-
Mme engine was incorporaled os
motive power in 1804, Aboul six
or seven years Jater, anolher sect-
ion was added for a new newspip-
er press which, however, didn’t ar= |
rive until 1830, and mcidml.u]l;:! - o o {2 ; e
wasn'l located in the noew seclionj ' : o . o
built [or L
In March, M8, another  new
section was added which doeubled
the size of the pewspaper bulding
and gave much needed room  for
the business that grew  wilh  the
comimunily.
A further addition to the build-
ing was made in 1957 lo accommie-
date the new Goss Cox-o-type
Press, which was instalied  in
September of 1857, This completely
built up the lot tv which the Free
] Press had moved more “than 60
years belore.
Five cditors have published the
.| Acton Free Press during its B4
yedts, Joseph -Heching, foundeg it
the paper, sold It in 1877 to Moorc
and Galeraith aond in 1079 the
Moore brothers, T. A, and H. P,
| Tormed a partnership o operale
| {the Free Press and the plant and % §r ;
office was moved e 1ts present | . i A IR &
site : ’ ' s .- . _

Editors of the Free Press have baen J. H. Hackiny (top right); 5. W. Galbraith (1op lef1); Right Rev.
Dr. 1. Albert Moore (lower left); H. P. Moore (lower right) and G. A. Dills (cenire} since 1927.

The partnership was nol lenglhy
anedd T. A, entered  the  mimsiey
where he rose to be head of  the
Un:ed Church of Canada. H. P
Moore continued 1o edit amnd  1m-
prove the Free Peers unbil he sold
his interests to the present editor-
in-chief, G, Arlef Dills, who for
the past 32 years has been editor
and publisher of Aclon's noewspap-
il

The Dills Printing and Publish-
img Company  including  the 1wo
sames, Dave and Jun, was formed in
1954,

Up untl 1817 the Free Press
was all set by hand. with “each
etter being individuatly  assembl-
el A good composilor could  set
fram two to three columns prer day
of 10 hours by sticking close Lo his
rase. The Free Press wus one of Lhe
first newspapers in Halton Coun-
tv 15 install a hinolype on which an
operatar will st a  column of)
newspaper yvpe an hour At prl'ﬁ-I
ent there are two linotypes selling
the tyvpe for the publishing firm. 1

The history of the Free Press s
cntwined with, the Wstory of the
comnmunity It has supported mea-

Fnrmerly the Masnn Kmmng Cu bmldmg, the Baxter plant has since been
enlarged Thls view was in 1940.

Pond was necessary to provide room for the expan-
. sion ,pf the Baxter bu-.ldlng

Levelling Cnrporatinn
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A present day view of the Bax‘rar Bmldmg is show n here as the publishing firm takes over.
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