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hnstmas Customs the World Over

ict Traditions from Older Days

in the Hampshire ths wocld over—Christian, tradit-

Zyrate through the sireets.
maen of the village have
yYears, they st oul
8L QCeorge and the

This fantastic cersmony is per-
formad, Oy IfInm Isborers who

| lonal or kly pagan—that have
thair ns in the lorgolisn pasl
-“In contrest 'ls the recently in-
augurested cusiom of the arrival of
the Three “Wiss Men In Los Ang-~
eles—by sir fromm Mexico City.

Even hard-he * pusinesamen,
il sesims, are children of heat
when U comes o dresaing up: For
whien Lhey arrive (o greet Lhas
Mayor of the ceHulowd city on G-
hall af their President, they conwe
dremed in rubes more glamoroas
than the Magi ware cver likely in
wear. They wesar golden crowns
and carry sn oulsize in stars

And Christowus being sbove al! s
childrens [eslivel, they come lad-
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 The Romans used them tlo

en with sweets and all kinds of
gitta.

On the other side of the worid
n Australia, an innovalian that has
taken on the hallmark of an  anc-
ient radition is the ceremony of

~Carols by Candlelight™.

radio shnouncer Lhought up Lhe
idee with the nim of helpng sick
children. To his su-prisse, ‘h?-lrw-
"rr than 10000 people gathered,
candles in hand, ot Princes Bridpe.
the galeway Lo Mebbourne, to sing
the favorite carcls they or their
familws sang back in their coun-
tries of origin m the Old World

Now every Chrustmas Eve moow
than a guarter of & million Deopls
take part in the . ceremony and
gues\ artists travel ths world lo
e presr-nt. -

A comparsble gathering of the
faithful can only e seen In the
farnous 51 Peler's Sguare outaide
the Valican

Speskmg of candles, we age told
there was no candle in the slable
at Bethlehem Yel candles have
playod a la-ge part in Christian
wourshilp throughout the ages and
pariicularly in Chrustmas corre-
monira Symbolic of Chrsl the
Light of the World, they are saud
to have been adoted from Roman
and Hebrew cuslomas

Certainly candles were essenilial
ilc many pre-Chrulian ceremonies
aym-
tolize the secturn of the sun o
earth in=their grest Saturnalian
festivel which took place at  the
end of December

Jerwn stil]l celobhrate Hanukah, or
the Fevtival of Lighta, with candles
la commemorale their viclory far
religious freeedom won on Decem
ber 38, 18 HC On thal day Judas
Maccabrus succeeded In cleanaing
the Temple in Jeruaalem after its
poadfanation by the Jews' Greek
overlords

The ecurly Christiana used candl-
s for their secret services In the
Roman catacombs.  From  these
various sources the iradifion has
spilled over into the present and,
cajpecially at Christmas, arc con-
necied with Juine chaming  cus-
Loms.

In country district of "re'and
poirple belicve that on Christmas
Eve the Christ Child walks through

the wmdows o guide him on his
way In Austria and Hungary the
same belied Is curried a slep fur-
ther, Dowors are left ppen ao Lthat.
1f weary, the Infanl Saviou Can
cnler Lo reslt awhile.

Perhapa the most charming use
lo which candles arc put s in
Sweden and m America’s Swediah
communitucs When they came o
church on Christmas murning
they find that Lighled candles have
been placed on every seol o wel-
come them And Christmas would
not be Christmas mm many coun-
tries without & candlelit T

Christmas Eve 1 fo* German
childeen the most ecagerly awaited
night of the yrar For their fimtiv.
itics begin that night  when  they
arc permilled 1o galher pownd
their brghtly hil treee and s their
PLER L Tl (1KY

In thear love of the Choistnas
iree Lhe Goermais 4 unRooiat iiouss=
Iy perpetuating the cull of  thear
pagan sncestors for wlhom the o
was Lhe principal religious aymiboal
of the Nordie god Wonden

Since the Prince Consort se! up
a trev in Windso, Castle in 184
for the royval children, the Christ-
mins iree has become @ contre of
festivitres in England  His  action
had 118 repwercussions in America,
oy Todavy Amwrican ciliea
with one another o0 sl up  n
thesr clty sgunres ever lage. trees |
around  whach they milg carols.
Record height so [ar is 20 fioel

Belzivm and Froanee, wlule
forsaking their tradilional New
Year  festivities,  are  becoming
Christmas tree consclous and  are
increasingly advpling  English  or
German Christimas customs

In Brittany and southern France
the cuztam of burning the yule log
sull holds swav—as 11 does 1In the
northern parts of Naly and Spain

A belie! held in common s that
the wsh from the log has  some
mireculous powers. The Boeton be-
lieves It cnsures  protection  from
lightning. The Ilalian and Spaniasd
never fear hallstormis when  they
have same of 11 In their pocket

The cosamany of burning  the
vule log varies from count:y o
vuouniry. In southern France  the
whale family go oul uon Christmas
Eve to collect it.° Wine s poured
over it and. as 1t burns, the head of
the family calls for a blessing on
the house. In Italy, blindfolded
children beat the burning log and
then the whole family smng an Ave
composed evpecially for the occas-
ron. :

Anéther ancient and much love
ed tradition i3 that of the c-b-
presepi to the lwalians or putz to
the Germans and German-Amer-
kans. The custoun was started by
St. Francis of Amimii, who m 125
sl up a naliwity scene which in-
cluded five animals in a church
in Greccio, Italy, to show how
Christ was deprived of _all cqm-
forts at His bdurth.

, The most elaborate c-ibs can be
-n:n m Italy, not only in the
churches and private homes but
#isv-in-banks, — chain—stores— and
railway stationd. They are preoared
with extreme care and the figures
of the Holy Family, the shepherds
and the Wise Men, with their finely
carved Tealures, ace .claborately | say
dressed with clpthes..

. Farmers +. in nnrthern

nan

Eurppe

; lp-und_mp long winter evenings re= |-
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Two decades ago. an Australian |

the land 50 candles are placed ()

Vditiomal Christmas dish long before
vie

|

that & whale reom s filled wilh
them. In many pa-us of Germany.
Austria, haly and Suuth Amer-
ica, lhere are clubs where child-
ren learn 1o build Whwir own criba,
being oncuouraged 1o use Lheir am.
aginalion n prodecing dilferenl
siyles andd shapr

Amesicans of German descent an
Fenmaylvenia go  Swilz-visiting al
Ch-ifimas that i visling one an-
othor's homes to view thesr friends
cribta, which might contain hun-
drds of ligures, Tanciful  land-
scaprs, walerfalls, bridges.  foun-
tairhs wimd sammeclomes, w hole wllag-
e

Anumng the world 3 more TLITET

Christmas customs 1 that  of Ihrl
Yugmlav houscewile sprinkling Lhe

tablecloth with wine s Lthat &
gucslt who happens 1o knock u\"l"r
hizs glazza need Nt twe  ashamod.
For in that couniry 11 i o dws-
g-ace o dmnk too much al Christ-
mas Anolher Yugmlay cuslom s

them
si*Tiln

lor chairs and relcam:
when given Lheir pre

In Amerwa, gatlands of cver-
precna and hodly on the Trond door
syvimbolize gowntwoall [ om the
himischolder 1o Lhe passerby, whale
in the West of England  such  a
wreath & mmtended 1o kewep the
dewi]l ot amnd gomwt buck an

Al Queens College, Oxlord,  on
v astirsies inwed Bednip Llhwes Docssd ol e
bBoar's heawd v celovirated For con-
turics the Provosl and Fellpws
have walked on selemnt invoeession
to the greal dinang hall while old
Curuls are sung The s head,
roasted and stuffed wiln an appic
in its mouth, follows, held high un
a silver daan

Thiz wus e Englabhmans ira-
the turkey arrived from across thre
Atlantic and i1a bwehicved 1o b w
relwe of paganiam from the L.mie ol
b Dlanah conguest in the seventh
century In Exrnmack today —as in
the rest of Scandinavia— fuah forms
the chwf Jtem on the sulelide
Mmen.

CThe Danes fodlow this by caling
a nice puddihg whaich has a bitter
almond in 1 The fuder 1» guars

fur chaildren to blind thelr parenis
wunly .

anteed goud [ortune

The Serbs hude a lucky cuoin n
thewr cake—ihe the Jucky choarms !
in the English Chiimstmas punldm:'
—while Rumanians bake coakes.
made in folds symbalic of Christ's
swaddling clothes In the Tyrul,
milk  left oul when the house-
hold go off Lo nudnight Mass on
Chritmus Eve — a0 gift foo, the
Child and His Mother

But what aboul SL. Nicnolas, or
Santa Claus® He makes his  ap-
pearance oft” December 8 in many
European countries. The children
welcome hun eagerly lor has ur-
rival means an ecariy delivery of
arescnts.

One of the 'n'mrr I‘Elhﬂrﬂ'l COoTe-
monics 1n Bwitzerland at this ime
of year 13 the arrival of 3t Nich-
olas. He had & bodvyvguard of about
S0 white redwd duancers  wearing
51X foul tall hats resembling stain-
ed plasg windows through which
candles shine.

-Whale hanging up a stowcking >
the - mure widespread custom,
THRasque” and Dutch  child~en put
their shocos or- sabots on the win-
dow ledges into which the Three
Fangs can put their gifts

Christmas boxes are'believed 1o
be of pagan origin, the practice of
cexchanging gufix being part of the
Reman Salurnalia and Nordic »ule
festivities. " "The Christmas custom
can be traced. same. believe, to the
boxes iflo-which sailors andtrav-
elles on long voyages - put
thank eofferings to the monks for

saying Masses for the safety of
their vessels. These were Dresent-
ed 10 the monks at Chmtm-:

.The custom of opening the “poor

BoX™ by -the parish- priest on. SU{¥ -
It-phnn‘l th.r Ihnnmhur 3B aad -
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Ifﬂltn{l! of future; An impressive Into foture
s L<lven b cuigeal » revealsd by this view of madal of &
waer plan (oigd acceptad by Canadias National Rail-
wiys reratly for the devebpenent of s Central Terminal
aree. | mpared by Wedib and Knapp (Canada) Ltd, the
master §lan cutrrs three blocks in Mostreal's heartiand
and rells [of s 10 storey offire building ier Lhe shape of &
erunidut; & wuk p'sss with sunkea opse-alr reslaurest
an<d a slhpgang concouress with two levels of parking andery
neath; s 15eturey, 8 J0-etorey and a Sve-storwy offim
taukling , s bk -wuie promeasds of shops, o Ussatre aad &
massivr lhreeslisry tanspuriation entire Lo inlagrels
ruil, Vs, sifand autamnlule facihtrs. The plass aes wnll
e ralindd Plare Vidle Marw 0 commespnoruts the frsl
wrtt'emeu) founded un the site of what is now Montreal
-ndlh-uunﬂhrh-dm“ahlundh-n{{hlﬂ}_
Lid. o immediate t. Duomald Gordon, presi-
deat of the ("N R, Lidow right, is shem n studyidg the modal
with Willam Zecksndorf, premdent of ‘Inhhhnd Kaapp

['Lh—d-]u-.l.

the distribulion of. als canienla Iué
the needy has adided an cxtrs day.
Doxing [day. 1o Englands Chrisl-
mas holufay

E. L. BUCHNER
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Regardiess of how  p esenls
rxchangrd, the [acl remains
hile would e bicrak
pleasant anlwipation of
a CThristmas box  ‘whatever s
sheoe ur valur) andd of cvurse
the pleasure i giving ohae
Hed Criea Hivine Wurs-
Bad an enreliment ol

Cansdian
INE COMArs's
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FARMIER UNDERFRIVILEGED
OTTAWACI™ I Janws U
Wimniward, deroctosr o
the Central Experuncnisl Farm
here and president of the Llnld-lll'l
A:n-rullur.l Insistute recenily de-
scribwd the Canadian farmwer s “a
maoal wundcoerprivileged gentieman

RE-OPENING
JAM. Bth
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FOR APPOINTMENT
TELEPHONE 113

|

+1 wen! of thanke and Seasnn’s Greelings
te the many [ricnds we have been privilejics
1o serve. Ve wish you and your lamily
health and happiness for mdny yrars te come,
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The Acton Free Press, Mondyy,

Voluniser workery of the Canad-
ian Red Cross served TE3EYS meals
and wmnacks atl cight Red Crobks
Lodges in 1058

customers: wishing

and neighbors and

a

Whltham

The Christmas Bell rings out glad
tidings to all our loyal friends and

BRADLEY'S

MEAT MARKET

WARMEST GREETINGS . .

be within our getes at Christmas time.

n

Dacsmber 23rd, 1057

Thirty Canadian Red Croms re-
preeniatives - have participatsd in
the Hungarian refugee relief opers-
tion in Ewrope.

vyou a happy holiday.
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. %o all our friends
to any stranger thst may

a

s Garage
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J t a light hearted gu.ﬂng to
: wl::h nurg friends and patrons a
Merry Christmas and a Holiday
Sumn ih.ﬂ- E t:ltury and bnghh-- -
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THE SPIRIT OF
CHRISTMAS

With reverent hearts we pay

tnbute 10 Him on this Christmds

and hope that His teachings
of Peace on Earth and
Good Will 1o Men will find
expression throughout the
world., May your family
enjoy the many rich
blesyings of Christmasl!
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