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Group Entertained
By School Board

Nassageweya township school
area board entertained the teachers
and friends at 55. 5 on November
30. Progressive euchre was the or-
der of the evening and prizes were
won by Mrs, Clara Bleck, Mrs Ra-
mona Storey, Miss Lilla Garrod,
Joseph Frank, Mervin Thomson
and Mr. Black. David Gray ol
Rockwood gave his film plctures of
his trip south ang of the Fergus
Centennial. These were enjoyed by
all

The ladies served lunch., after
which Miss Joyce Dawson of 55. 7
thanked the school board for a
very enjoyable evening. Stanley
Robinson, chairman of the board,
replied.

Mr. and Mrs. Jaseph Frank were
present, Mr, Frank being a8 mem-
ber of the first area board in 1840
He has been present al each annual
event. The absence of Mr. and Mrs.
Lindsay Ferguson was regretted
very much. Everyone was sorty lo
learn of his recent illness and hope
he will soon be well again.
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is the most wanted

gift at Christmas 1
We have a good
selection of sefs

8T. NICK'S BPIRIT

It is thought that St Nicholas
died about 34% AD. and for 30
days following his festival day his
genial spirit roamed the earth, fill-
ing the hearts of mankind with
love and geoeroxity. He gave the
giffs without thought of return—

the true spirit of St Nicholag and
Chrisimas.
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Want Ad Page: Where Old Friends Meet

Thanks Esquesing:

YOUR 1954 COUNCIL APPRECIATES YOQUR DECISION TO

ENTRUST US WITH ANOTHER TERM OF OFFICE
f

We shall, in the coming year, continue to serve you
to our ytmost ability and devote opur best eHorts to

our work on council.

WILFRID BIRD

Keaeve

WALTER LINHAM

Deputy-Reeve

GEORGE CURRIE
CAMPBELL SINCLAIR
'SPENCER WILSON
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Halton's Pages of the Past

John Stewart Provided Color and Controversy
In{History of Esquesing Township’s Scotch Block

by GWEN CLARKE

The history of Halton would be
incomplete without a blographical
sketch of Patriot John Stewart,
from the Scotch Block in Esguesing
Township.

John Stewari was born in Perth,
Scotland, 1808. Following the
Napoleonic War, there were hard
times in the British lsles. For that
reasun, in 1817, John's father decid-
ed to emigrate to, Canada with his
family. They crosséd the ocean In
a satling vessel and were 13 weeks
and three days on the water, arriv-
ing in Little York (Toronto) in
November, 1818,

Mr. Stewart’s opinion of Toronto
at that time, like thal of many
others, was far from compliment-
ary. He described it as "such a
miscerable hole that if we had mon-
ey enough we would all go back to
Scotland.™

In 1819 John Stewart, senlor, set-
tled in the Scotch Block oh Lot 9,
Concession 4, Esquesing, the same
year as James Hume, repuledly the
first settler in the Block.

Wilh Mackenzie's Rebels

Educational facilities were natur-
ally limited in those days but John
Stewart was a clever lad and made
use of every opportunity that came
his way. At an carly age he became
keenly interested in what he con-
sidered the deplorable conditions
resulting Irom the “Family Com-
pacl™ In 1834 he joined the Reform
Party, became an agent for Mac-
kenzie's paper, the Colonial Advo-
cate, zealously promoting Its distri-
bution among people in ‘the Block.'
He visited Toronto aboul twice a
year and had many long, confiden-
tial talks with William Lyon Mac-
kenzie

In June, 1837, Mackenzie told
Stewart of his plans to reform the
Government by constitutional
means if possible — otherwise he
said the Reform Party must resort
o arms 1o break up the Family
Compact. Stewar! was urged to do
everything possible to arouse the
interest af bis friends in North Hal-
lon. Mackenzie, at that time, was
addressing a series of meetings, one
of which was on the Stewart farm,
where, from the front steps of the
present “Craiglea Guest Home™, he
rallivd the people to action.

IThc— next meeling was at Church-
ville. Here the Tories rushed on ta
the platform  and attempled to
throw the Rebel leader out. But
Mackenzie managed to leave
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safety, guarded by his many loyal
supporiers. Stewart, however, took
a homoward direction. The crowd,
frustraled by Mackenzie's get-away,
followed Stewart, shouting and yel-
ling. “Kill him . . . kill him!" But
Stewart was fleet of foot and out-
ran his pursuers. Coming to the
Credit River he plunged in and
thus effectually evaded his enemies.
FPlans for Rebelllon

John Stewart, when he realized
the political storm was at fever
heat, tried to warn his brothers, one
of whom was in Toronto, another
in Hamilton and a third, Duncan
Stewart, farming on Lot 3, Conces-
gion 3, Esquesing. But they paid
little attention to his warning.

Meanwhile Mackenzie after many
secret meetings with his supporiers,
set December 7 as the day for the
uprising of the Reformers against
the government. Word to this effect
was sent to John Stewart, He im-
mediately arronged with Reform
sympathizers in the Scotch Block
for o march to Toronto lo arrive on
the date specified.

Communication was not ¢asy as
spivs were everywhere and Stew-
arl’s movements closely  watched
and reported to Tory headguarters.
And then the date was changed.
Stewart, received a message  from
Hincks and John Rolph to come at
once, prepared (o attack. This was
the moessape, sent to eovery district,
which proved to be a strategic

'blunder by Mackenzie's Advisory

Council. Mackenzie at the time was
holding mectings in the country,
Sterwart  invited s friends  to
meet al his house to prepare for the
march. To quoate from Mr. Stewart's
own account: “They assembled to
the number of 60, and immediately
walked across two concessions o
wait untit I should arrive afler
visiting my mother, who had brok-
en her leg during the day. When 1

darrived where my men were they

appointed me captain, but on enum-
eration 1 found to my amazement
that all had left but 22"
Sentenced jo-Frison

However, nothing daunted, they
began their lonpg march. At Chin-
guacousy they came on to a chop-
ping bee, nnd the choppers rushed
on the patriots with their axes. But
they chanpged their monds when
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tiris time the patriots were losing

drop out until only five remained—
Stewart, Kilbourne, Hilton, Donald
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they heard the elick of muskets. By
their zest for battle and began to

Campbell and Wm. Roberison,
When they came o the Green Bush
Hotel they saw and heard that all
was over. They saw the Loyalists
sel fire to Gibson's house and barn
and shoot his livestock, as they
cheered lustily for their victory.

John Stewart, along with many
others, was taken prisoner, and
lodgded in the Parlinment Buildings.
The men were sick at heart when
they heard Lount and Matthews
were condemned to death. Stewart
expected the same [ate for himself,
but his sentence was imprisonment
for life at the penal eolony at Van
Licman's Land {Tasmanina). Af-
fer being sentenced the prisoners
were sent to Fort Henry at King-
slon, lhere lo awail a steamer to
take them 1o their place of incar-
ceration.

In a previous column we doserib-
ed John Stewart's remarkable es-
cape from Fort Henry. Had he been
unsuceressful in his daring attempt
it is doubtful if he would have sur-
vived ‘the ordeal at Vanp Dieman's
Land. Conditions at the penal
colony were 50 tertible T was litlle
short of a living death, in fact those
who did serve time on the island
welcomed death as a merciful re-
lease from their sufferings.

Granted Amnesiy

The patriots who escaped from
Fort Henry sought refuge in the
United States. Some vears later
they were granted amnesty. John
Galey Two Pages of Past N . -thise
Stewart came home and resumed
once more the peaceful occupation

of tilling the socil on his farm in the
Scotch Block.

John Stewart's domestic life was
naturally tempered to [lit in with
his political adventures. He married
Mary Scott, daughter of David
Scolt, repuledly the first settler In
Nassagaweya township., They had
one son, also named John, and =X
or seven daughters, some of whom
died in childhood.

During the absence of John Stew-
art scnior, things had not gone: {00
well on the farm. The son took lit-
tle interest in farming and lacked
the stamina and personality char-
acteristic of his father. Eventually
John Stewart, the father, found it
necessary o sell the property, in-
cluding the fine old homesiead. It
was sold to Thomas Hagyard, who
wis succeeded by his son Stephen,
The Stewart family moved to Pais-
Iy when John Stewnrt senior died
in 1894,

Thus this historic properiv, al-
though a gift from the Crown, re-
mained in the Stewart family for
only 5 years, but was retained by
the Hagyvards, father and son for T7
vears, It was  given the name
“Craiglea” — a combination of fam.
ily names—when the late Mr. Hag-
yard's sister, Mrs. Isabel Stark, con-
verted the fine old homestead into
an attracltive guest home.
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0.K. Georgetown
Annexation Plan

Beginning January 1 Grorgetown
will become the biggest town in
Halton county—landwise, that is

Annexation of 1700 acres, aw-
arded following a Municipal Board
hearing almost triples George-
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“Do Your Bext”™ "Be Prepared™
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With only three more Cub meel-
tngs lelt before Christmas and Lthe
tng nf the present six competitioans,
the Yellow Six seems to be proving
it=¢1l beiter than last time winners
of the Tawny Six. For three ron- |
s« cutive weeks the Yellows have
manaped to stay on top but by only
aovery slim margin Six standines

are; Yellow 113, Blue 99, White
M. Red 90 Tawny 940, Green 89 !

Last week's mecting was opernsd
w:th the grand howl led by Act.ng
Sixer Donald Price of the Yellow
Six.

Immediately following the grand
how!l the invesliture of two nrew
chums was wilnessed by the pacs
a5 Wayne Bowen and Ph:llip Sul-
ton promised "o do our bhest™

Games during the evening were
taken by Ray Parkhouse and Gord-
on Clow  Instruction in bnoth fir<t
and secongd star tesis Tollowed,

The campfire program consisted
wf a sing-song and a  story oy
Akvla.

—Murray Scoyne. Akela

lown's size, which at the moment
totals 809 acres. slightly less than
Qakville's area.

Mr. Heslop, whose Delrex De-
velopments Lid. owns nearly all of
the 1700 acre< says home building
will begin in earnest early in the
spring. The 188 acre H. C. Reid
farmswill be subdivided into 753
Ints and homes will be built cap-
able of providing for some 2600
peaple. :

In all 1200 acres of the newly
acquired lang will be sel asude for
residential and  commercial  pur-
poses and at least a part of Lhis wall
eventually be used  for multiple
fim.ly dwellings

Under  an adreement
Georgetown, Heslop  has  guaran-
teell 1 bring industry  inlo  the
town al a suflicient rate to Keep
the town's overall asseszment rat-
w al a 6040 residential - industrial
level, To do this he will service
‘mare than 350 acres of  lhe new
land for ndustrial purposes. Large
Ints will be sold 4t a maximum
price of $5.00 an acre and indusi-
rial buyers wilt be forced to build
within twe yvears of the tme  of
prarchase.

Heslop has alsoe agreed to supply
all sewer and waler services and
roatls within the newly  acquired
arr. Schonl sites will alse be don-
ale<l,

Fsue, ng township supported
the annexat on pequest amd in re-
turn recesves o flat payvment of
$3.000 plus three years taxes on the
property annexed.

The Tive hoar hearing

withn

ended

PATRICIA ANN
BEAUTY SALON

- Hair Stylist

ALL LINES OF '

BEAUTY CULTURE l:
Closed All Day Monday
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with Onlario  Munieipal Daoard
vicv-rhmirnran RO Howlang dve-
o ommand ate .l.j1'||l'n".'.hi 1-s Liie ML=
meoxation Altheash the oroginal ap-
peocalion askedd for unlj.' 1.25{F acries,
Lr.vered approuved annexal-

1l alen

Crenr of anather 440 acres which was

rodpie-Lisl alter the hearing gol un-
ilerway
The annexed land lies south-cast

ol Gieorcerown angd straddies No.o 7

Moghway A sectam al the porthern
v borders on o a UNE Gne and thas

e e to provule a spur hine

oa the pndustir.al sectinn

We arrived

REFRESHED

..by bus

There's plenty of fun ond plenty to do
when you go on a trip. Enjoy sightseeing oll the

wiy and arrive in the mood

LOW ROUND TRIP
FARES

(Subject to Chonge!
MONTREAL -
PHILADELPHIA
BUFFALO -

$17.75
24.25
7.50
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for enjoyment

by buns
COLONIAL VIRGINIA
Package Tour
8 Days—$69.77 .
{From Torontol
RE TU‘I‘I"} FARE
Sughtveeng and
Hotel Room (Double] 5 mght

Ask your Agent for detells
of this or other Pochege Touns

Tickets and information at

HAROLD WILES’

Phone 207




