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Easy to Start

This is the season of the year when much of
the accumulation of winter gets deshroyed with a
bonfire. I1's a lime when aften the dead Qiass
burned so that the new growth can get a alart,
These spring fires hbave a place in keeping things
tidy. They can also be a real menace to the safely
cf other property. 3

1f you start to buin a pule of rubbushat s a wise
precaution to do it at a safe distance frlom othor
buildings.

and 1o only fire a small amount at any time

It 1s best b atad a Lire on a calm day
Of
course, no one woud be 10 careless as 1o leave a
bonfire unattended and not take the precavtion 1o
see that it was completely out when loft,

A grass fire 1s something that can easily gel
out of control. There really doesn’t seem much
reason for starting one. but then they do break
out along the railways and small boys have been
hnown to get a kick out of such a fire.

Fires in spring are very easy to-stari but get
out of hand so quickly. Don1 give the fire brigade
any more calls than you can help by being careful
with spring fires. This can be a very dangerous
time of year.

It’'s News / \

Most every one who pays taxes is dissatisfied
with the amount of the levy. It doesn't matter
whether it is federal, provincial or municipal taxes
most all who are called up to meet them agree
that they are too much. Of course, those who are
ministers of finance and are called upon to make
the levies to meet expenditure usually have a bet-
ter understanding of why taxes are necessary.

It was newsworthy, theretore, to note that in
Walkerton the assessor had tendered his resigna-
tion because the council of that town had raised
the tax rate at the ﬁai'ne time as the new assess-
men! had been introduced. It seems, too, that the
man who held this post was considered quite an
efficient public servant and had been in office for

eight years. Of course, we don't know the back-
ground of the case referred to blf'l so often the
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wrong fellow gets blamed for ;'a!i‘.i.ir‘tg taxes that
1 may be that the Walkerton assessor was making
public protest on his part in in muniapal tax in-
crease.

t's a rather old newspaper example to say
that if a dog bites a man such 1s not news but if a
man bites a dog that is news. Resignation of an
assessor on account of high tax rate s news:
worthy,

A Challenge to Youth

Perhaps we are taldng our reading too sernious-
ly or it may be our age that makes things seem so
unreal. An advertisement the other might wanted
a man who was thoroughly expenenced n  all
phases of the printing business: presses, compo-
sition and even book-binding, but he must not be
cver 35 yeard of age. An executive of a New
York firm cannot get a job in Canada because he's
cver 40,

Examination of Mr. Abbott's budget reveals
that old age pensions cost a grand total of $338.8
millions or $22 65 from every man, woman and
child in Canada. For old age pensions last year,
The Financial Post says, we pad out an amount
equal to more than a quarter of all we collected in
personal income tax, or more than a quarter
of all collected corporation  income
tax, or almost half of what was taken n genem|
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sales tax  Old age pensions last year cost Canad-
.an taxpavers almost as much as the baby bonus,
more than three himes as much as we spent! on
public works, and almest a Hifth as much as we
cpen! on national defense

What bewilders us 1s how voung men are go-
g te get thoroughly experenced in all phases of
any business before they are 35 when they mys!
ec te school unh! they are 1o vears of age To
addd 1o the bew lderment who .5 gong 1o pay e
NCOMe tan 10 tuppoart the pensoners when jobs
are harg 1o get by men Gver 40 Thig s certainiy
5 Qrea! age tor the young —en ot Canada *c smow
what the, Ve hope they
measure up o the r (oM™ tments torthe nge 15

can o ceranly
L]

or 20 years.

Our Great Winter Sport

Now that the hockey season has ended the
teports are coming out on the costs of keeping the
sporl aing  The Sarnia Arena Commission had a
Jdebut of $1.4. 783 on the season Both the Semor A
andd pumior toam didin't Mmool axpenises The Water
lowy Arena E‘li"ﬂfﬂmd with a deficlt of $13,252. The
Ontars Municipal Boarnd would be doing a service
to muicpahbies if a stalement was made avail
able tar all counals on the financmg of muniopal
ly evweniend arenas

There was a time when the number of arenas
wilh athificial we was very hovted and 1hose hay.
mg such facibties did very well with municipal
projects  Those were the days ke when many
wha played hockey did not have to be pawd fon
every game and there were teams in many towns
which could lay clam 1o bemg “amaleurs” and
fans who would go through any hind of weather
to get 1o a hockey game. Maybe the decline of
Canada’s great winter sport is owing 1o the lack of
these two very necessary ingredients in the small
cities and towns., G

It does seem a bit unfair to put the burden on
the municipal 1ax rate. Real estate should not be
called upon to bear any more burden. Hockey as
a sporl seems to require too much equipment for
the average town. Il may be that television is
having an effect even aon the gate receipts in the
ng cities and the whole situation may have 1o be
reviewed,
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Canada‘s Expansion

The annual reports that are published 1hese
clays are not just the dull columns of figures that
were in vogue until recent years. A very fine
example ol the present trend is that of Impernal
Ctl Limited which came 1o our desk last week. In
spite of the fact that we don’t own a single share
of slock in this company, we found it most
tereshing. 1t didn’t rely on statistics alone bul was
profusely llustrated and the story of the com-
pany’s year of business was most inferestingly
told as well as the statistical information g-u.ﬁen:“ N

We learned that of the 245 holes driven in

and 38 dry holes. The results of the company’s
exploration work 1n Onlano was not so qood.
Nineteen holes were dnlled oul of which three
brought in oil, four developed gas, and 12 were
dry holes.

The company paid $60,662,324 in 1axes which
was an ncrease over the previous year in spite of
the reduction in federal 1ax. Last year the per-
centage of Canadian crude oil run was 56% and
the previous year was 50%. Earnings retained

during this year and used in the business were |

$24,106,733. These figures are merely given to
show the part played in the development of
Canada by one of the big companies. They are
ndicative of the story behund the scenes in the
areat‘expansion of Canada. Many annual reports
of 1953 will corroborate 1the one we have quaoted.

Other Papers Say:

Deloraine (Man ) Times We contend that when
members and adherents of the several religions
reach a certain state of Christian perfection, 1there
would be no need of pu‘nung on teas, dinners and
bazaars 1o make sure the parson recewves his
wage, the coal 1s pad for, and the other adds and
¢nds are not charged 1! w .t be the advent of the

rutlernium when this stage n Christran progress s
reached
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Poet’s Corner

AFRIL. HAPPINESS
By Mary Fllen Varley
Duviadd the lake  dawr

her winge

For everyone o see
*And deeply .n o my heart there s Ke
|.-".r Apr:l melody.
|

s CH the buoede et 1t ey Mo rs
iT.*;:.' v the woodlands grow,
F

#a .
[.J.'.II!'.E’ thl".r s fl"l-'_l" "h;. f*h"-"ﬁ'f':‘-

L
* Th.it

1

t Thip
1

make the.r petals glow.

ropins
hedge,
Wher erocus blooms appear
AL siong the lawr's edge | | .
| (»vd’s tara of the vear!

chirpiryp froam

PThy LtE w Lde Trom oevesvaherg
FTouch carth w ik probirg toes
CAnd v omy feet wotheut a care,
Wreiald e wherp Apr.! goes'

MAY

-.-.-.--_-u-u-..--.-.._. v —

BACK IN 1934

Fram the lsaue of the Fres Press of |
Thurwtsy, April 18, 1834

A lon Husigieas Men s Assos Sal bk
avlelid angibbeeer suesesn b thale Liad
of mtiv s eaalal evedila Ja Whe e binae
sl Aank: pra by ane Lhee bowae hall
laanl wone mabinpe Thiee parbee s wewre il
acdibedd iy 0o Dicliie Waoaal pa enlededal

- A i il - A - -'- nE -il“'h - G - — T

THE GOOD OLD DAYS

HAVE SEEMED
BETTER

o — e v - A - - il - < P = A - e

BACK IN 1904
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