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#CLEAR AND DISTINCT” SCHOOL BELL
HUNG IN 1893 IS LOWERED IN 1953

Back in 1802, Acion had the
finest school |n Halton county. It
ts part of that “heautiful and com-
modious school” that is being mit-
. ared this moath. While the brick

 school waa beautiful indeed In the
staid 1800's, it looks msadly old-
fashloned beside the new addltion
which has now been In operation

for a yoar. , i

This month, the front porch Is
being replaced by a modern oae,
the bell and belfry are removed
and the roof, which has born the
snows of 80 winters, is being re-
shingled. _

School Inspector Deacon  whom
we could magine with a neatly
trimaned beard and conservative
dark sult, reported on the new
school in Acton to county councll
if May of 188Q. b

“Acton furnished fhe most grati-
fying improveme during 1B92.
For a number of years the fourth
department had been located in a
gmall room in the town hall. The
attendance became sgo large that
increased accommodation was an
imperative necessity. Instead of
adopting half-way measures, the
Board pulled down one of the old
rooms and built 8 beautiful and
commodious four-rcomed bulilding
in front of the remalning two.
‘Acton has now the most ample ac-
commodation and the finest public
school building in Halton.

“The structure (3 of Terra Cotia
brick, with deck roof, closed porch
and basement. The rooms are
properly lighted, well ventilated,
and are heated by furnacea. The
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FoiD 1T HARD to relax in the den-
tist’s chair ? Then you'll be glad to
know that the dentist's dnll now
_bas a rival — a new device which
*“drils™ teeth by meams of a fine
spray of aluminom oxide powder.
They say the new technique takes
the “ouch!™ out of having a
tooth fixed.
Manufacturers in many Telds
keep coming up Wwith new uses
for aluminuem. And our research
people are often callked on for
belp in finding a remedy for their
production aches and pains. Many
times the result is another Cana-

dian plant opening up to make a
mew end uscful aleminum pero-

cellings of the first floor are of
matched boards, the others are
plastered. The cost was nearly
$6,000."

Acton's school board of the day
had a long discussion in February
of 1892, when, according to lhe
Free Press, “the members of the
schoo! board are still on the ragged

bullding.”

The discussion of the new addi:-
jon to the old school, the progress
over the next months and finally
the pride and pralse, parallel the
pewest addition to the school,
Board members declared the old
school was “zil poor in the matler
of heat, light and wventilation™

“I% is certainly not a modern
schoo! building” said the chair.
man, “but I have been in worse
schools.”

“Mr. Cooke: Wouldnt it cos|
more than half as much lo repair
the old rooms and build two new
ones as a complete new building?”

“A volume of desultory convers-
ation here ensued, in which various
suggestions of a more or less prac-
tical nature were presented. '

“Several members: What would
it cost?"-

And s0 on it went with discus-
sion among George Hynds, R. Hol-
mes, Rev. G. B. Cooke, T. H.
Harding, James McLam and Robert
Wallace.

A by-law to issue debentures was
finally passed in May, and the new
addition was underway.

It wasn't until November that an
omission in the perfection of the
new school was brought to light.
What about a bell for the tower?

The building was completed be-
| fore the bell was ordered for
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next year.

4. A Christmas present to_the lown,

the school wis compieled about the
middle of December, 1892

“The building presents a com-
manding appearance, its architect-
ural outline producing a pleasing
and bhandsome effect from all
points of view. It is surmounted
by a fine belfry.” (The account fail-
ed to mention that the [ine beifry
was empty.)

Have you noliced the scaffolding
where the old entrance used lo
be? The entrance that has just
disappearcd was one of the best
ptints of the school in 1892, Many
a chilly cilizen walked over fto
admire the “commodious portico of
artistic design” which opened into
the vestibule by heavy panclied
doors. There a fine wide staircase
led to the upper rooms.

The town was proud indecd of
the wonderful heating system
one of the reasons Acton needed a
new school in 1531

1832 was a busy year “fraughl
with perplexities” for the board
The resull? A building and prem-
ises which gave “lhe greatest com-
fort and convenience as well as
perfect sanitation, at lowest possible
cost.” Lowest possible coft?  We
can well believe that — “the new
school addition. complete wilh
basement and much-admired bel-
fry—was $8.000.

ere- are still some in town who
went to school in the new buillding
after the Christmas holidays. It
was in May that the new bell was
finally hung in the almost-new bel-
fry.

The Free Press said: "The new
school bell has been hung and is
now in daily use. It is clear and
distinct and has a peculiarly sweel
lone.”

- To some. perhaps the [dea that
a school bell could sound sweel s

indeed—peculiar.
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This was the Acton Public
School in October 1898, as re-
corded by A. T. Brown's busy
camera. It will be noted tha:
the brick addition Built over the
original stone schoolhouse had
not vel been erected. At that
time the windows of the old
stone building were boarded up
and the only part in use was the
four room brick section which
L A TR AT

Seems to us that we used to
recall 8 bell on the old stone

- ‘."Jf ‘-i""a.'aa'l"a. B e PSR STVTRL Y

this piclure, When the four
room brick building became in-
adequate, a room in the stone
school was reopened. Then the
High Schol found quarters in *he
siche building when it was open-
ed in Acton fifty years ago.
- Again the children became oo
numerous [or the five rooms in
the public school and abou: forty
years ago a second storey Wwas
put on top of the stone building
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—Fhoto by-&~T. Brown

lic schoo! buildings., which leok
after the children of Acton. None
will deny however, that the orig-
inal buildings were well con-
structed and have certminly stood
well the passing of time and
several generations of children.
{Copyrighted)
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and the High School moved up-
stairs.

It took only another few years
more and in 1927 the Pubiic
School required all the building
space and the High School was
moved to another building, the
remodelled residence of the laie
C. S. Smith.

Six or seven years ago a port-
able room was added for Public
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year the new addition 1o ‘the
Public Schoo! was added bting-

RN oY | p- T

now to over twenty unils, Now
ithe Public School will expand
again and next year require the
rooms occupied by the High
School which will have a new lo-
cation in the east end of Aclon.

Yes, there have been many
changes since Oclober 1898 when
the above picture was taken. The
belfry has gone from Lhe public
school and the four room scection
iz now only a small part of pub-
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Shrug sweaters are handy to
nave in the summer. The abbrevi-
ated sweaters, usually wlth one
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button at the top, are much casier
to carry than a coat, and -do the
same job on a chilly evening. And
there's no doubt about [t. some
August evenings are chilly.

White Is the most popular color
for the summer evening ¢asual
swealers,

There's no crystal ball required
to sec sweaters n the future! The
swenters are really gloritied for
fall, from ‘“beautifully sequined
on to others with plain, lailor-

“looking braiding. Warmth .s
ot one of the main attributes of
sawealers any  more — especially
cvening swealers. They are scoop-
¢d. tucked, beribboned- -decoraled
i any number of ways. Prices
vary very widely. :
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Nurseries Unable
To Meet Demands

Frum s tree nurseries at St
Williams and . Midhurst, Orono,
Kemptville and Fort William, the
Ontar®™ Department of Lands and
Forests has begun shipment of the
more than 22000000 young irees
which will be planted throughout
the Province this year in the De-
partments reforestation program.
More than 6000 requests [or trees
have been received and officials
say the supply available will be
insuflicient 1o meel the demand,
even though thiz year's shipmenis
are expected to be more than half
a million nhead ol 1932

Young lrees are supplied by the
Department to private land owners
and to municipalitics and forest-
minded organizations at a nominal
charge. They must Le planted as
shelter bells or to replemish wood-
lots and under conditions sultable
for their proper growth It is esti-
mated that sbout 12 milhion treed
will go out to private planters, B0
to 85 per centl. of whom have shown
preference for evergreens because
of higher survival rate and general
suiltnbllity.
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TipsonTouring

By Carol Lone .
Women's Truvel Authorily
The
beasts are  getung
ready (o peer down
gunsights. and many
people will be head-

. . ing for some back-
i : to-nature retreat
;a BT where the nearest
store is "lén
' down the road at least.” |

The man in the family may be
the hunting authority. but the little
woman can point to a few -items
on her kitchen shelves that would
| save him many an emergcncy
trip back to civilization.

Baking =oda, for instance, will
disinfeet minor wounds, help in-
digestion, squelch small fjres. and
even clear bugs off t wind-
chields. With tin foil. you can um-
provise baking pans. keep sand-
wiches fresh and free of muoisture
when- dining- in dank spots .

Plastic cement is another mul-
tiple purpase emergency aid since
it can be used to mend evfr}thlng
from rubber boots to torn sheels
or tackle and leaking car windows.

Those pliefilm vegetable storage

bags come in mighty handy for
keeping cigarctles and maitches
dry if he's slipped while trying lo
land that big one!
— And 1f the lady of the house i=
going to face nature in the raw, 1
‘suggest a waterproof blanket 1o
keep her dry indoors and out

Field Competifion
Successful--Judge

Acton Agricultural Society had a
successful Field Crop Competition
in Oats. according to Elgin Laugh-
lin. Caledon. Ont. judge for the

10N,

The guality of the fields was 2
credlt to the Society and a benefn?
1o the community the judge said
The seed from Foundatiod and
Registered 510-::! spread through
any counly 1% Certainly a greal
boost, in the grow:ng of good. pure
seed. Beaver valiely wes the mos:
cammon, one good Nield of Lauraine
and a good [lield of Simcoe wn.ch
geems o be comusg quite pupular
and was near the top of the list
“So let's hope that other SoCieues
will take these field crops a [:itle
more serrously and keep the gh2d
seed spreading  Mr Laughl o corn-
chuded

The following are the poirt: Dy
the enitrants and the firsl eight are
' the money prize winnersy

When vou need help in a hurry, vou reach
for your telephone . . . Think of the difference
it makes — just knowing your Iﬂrphnn;n 3

there, ready to serve You in any

emergency. No price can measure its uscfulness.

@ THI BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF CAMADA

%
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72 farmers entered in the competit- |
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Mode for Model, festure for feature, GMC trucks give you more
real dollar value right from the word "Go!” On city delivery
jobs, for example, they can't be equalled for dependabiliy,
staming, sttractive & ce and all ‘round unlity. And every
single model, from the smart-looking sedan delivery w the
biggest beavy-duty hauler, brings you overall economy you'ye
otver known before!

Gaurgs Wallace 95 (Ca

kin. ™. S E Goiffin & Sorn 804y,
Albert Gray. 9. Ern.e Benham 0.
| Gordon Leslie. 85, H. Bayne W™,
 Robt Kerr & Son &, F BMoore
lg3y: C W. Sweckhamer & R
| Denny 81 A° Swatkhamer. 80, H
' Melniyre T9y%. Miller Bros 79 M
' MeCullough. 78. Thos Fines 70 J
Ferguson, 8. E R Passmore b
H Reid. 7. J. Thompeon, 3. Lloyd
!Thnmu. T2: Don Mathews 62

“Unmarried ™™ the Census
Laker

“0Oh. dear no~ repl:ed the Dram
little lady. blushing ~T've never

even been marned ~

zaked
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Where the loads are beaviest and the
goingisroughest, GMCirucks can handle
tbe really rugged jobs with esse, and

come back for more. GMC pays

off in

load-carrying ahility with deep channel
section {rame side ruils, rugged front
axles, plus & full range of rear sxles and
transmissions and heavy duty spriogs.
This wide range lets you select exactly
the GMC truck yoa want for pesr par-

ticular job.
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For faster accelerstion and grearer hill-climbing
ability, GMC pays off in power with a choice of four
famous high-compression engines ranging from 107

b.p.to 1 V0 h.p. Tbhe Loadmaster,
the Torguemaster and the Work.-
master all bring you sparkling
valve-in-bead performance, full-
pressure lubrication and scores
of other featores o provide the
power you peed with the scbo-
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Far__re_al valve...gset a real truck!

LORNE GARNER MOTORS

Main ot Bower

ACTON

Phone 452




