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Manning Electric

Phone 230 Acton

WHISTLES, BELLS, CELEBRATION
PROCLAIM END OF FIRST WORLD WAR

Prafuc

i

“The war at lust is over,
God from whom nll blesings flow,
wull the hesdline in the Free Pregs
on November 17, 1018, when the
first world wur came to an end.

The. puper .of that day reported
that "The war hns ended! Thank
God, the eruel fighting and blood-
gshed are over. Germany g on her
knees: ‘The Kniger, the brutnl
ariginator of the war, is a fugitive
and a vagnbond.' -~ :

Thore was a gencral outburst of
jubilation in the early morning
when the officinl news was receivs
ed. AN the factory whistles, the
churches, -schonl, town hall  snd
town clock bells were set going nnd
they continued making their joyous
uproar all morning. The Grand
Trunk Railway trains and the To-
ronto Suburban motors whistled
continuausly as they pasacd throngh
town during the morning hours.

That doy saw the bigpest parade
in the history of Acton according 1o
the reports of the Free Press, An
offigy of the Kniser was hung on
cnee of the flopts and the town olf-
ficinla, wveternns and  boands were
among the participants, followed by
a lengthy Hine of citizens. The
porgdetollowed n serviee of thanks-
giving at the corner of  Mill and
Willow St. on the steps of the new

- Governmoent building Just complet-

ed in 1D14.

In the evening the bands paradoed
the townspeoplet te  the shore of
Fairy' Lake where a  big bonfire
concluded the celebration of “the
preatest day Acton ever saw.”™

This wns the conclusion of an
event that plaved a major part In
the history of Acton as well as the
entire world, Right from the first
when the Free Pregs headline read,
“Great Oritnin nt War with Ger-
many,” the accompanying article
predicted that it will inevitably be
the prentest war the world has ever
known.”

Acton was ns quick to meet the
necesplies of the war ns other cen-
tres  throupghout the county and
country. On August 13, 1014, 1R
men had already enlisted. The
military force was sot out as Im-
perinl and would have the status of
British Repular troops. Enrolment
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'EASIEST--CHEAPEST

Way to Cut AHY-I.EHGTH Grass

® Full 16" swath, df-&duf reversible blade
® Quick-start engine, hand control
B ¢ Only 32 ibs. — rolls like o bak
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THOMPSON MOTORS -
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FORD & MONARCH SALES & SERVICE

Acton, Ont.

ronto Suburban and more common-

I France, Belgium, and Ruszsia were
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waun for-ull ranks and voluntary
with the term of service for the
durastion aof the war.

First voluntears from Acton were:
Col.-Sgt. Harwond, Sgt F. Colsw,
Cpl. Large, Syt. Lee, Victor Lande,
Fred Willg, James Gibb, David
Douglux, A. Alepo, A. Winterburn,
J. Robertwon, G, Green, F. Wright,
John Reilly, F. Roult, J. Lahli, H.
Singleton, W. H. Ward. .

The importance of the event was
well understoodd.  According to o
news report of that day Acton's
forcign population numbered among
it about 45 Austrinns. Upoh the
outhreak of the war belweeh Aus-
trin and Serblna, somé’ left Acton to
ro home to fight for thelr country.
They' purchased tickets to Austrin
but were detnined ot Montreal and
muost returned to Acton.

Precnutions were taken without
delny, In Augast 13, 1034, the Free
Press  reported that "Col. Noble
visited Acton last Friday and put a
military police puard on the Drill
Shed nnd armouries that evening.
Privates Lee, large and Lane of
MNo. i Company have gsince been on
unrd night and dny, two of the
three being constantly on duly.”

Bul progress was not completely
halted for in thnt zame  ifsue the
atee!l had bLeen lnid throupgh town
and two miles beyond for the new
electrie railrond known ns the To-

Iy known ns the Old Radinl

A proup from Acton hnd walked
to the end of the line as it was lnid
nand an the invitation of the conduc-
tor hemlock croassing planks were
improvised on the work troin for
sents ns the following were the first
passenpers from Con. 1 Esquesing,
through the Harvey and Campbell
meadows, over the Falry Lake
bridge, past the Acton Aquatic Club
House and through town to Frede-
rick St. in the yvards of the Acton
Tanning Co,: Mrs. C. C. Spaight and
Miss Bertie Speight, Mr. and Mrs.
Gordon Hayward, Mr. and Mrs, H.
P. Moore, Mr. and Mrg. Henry Aw-
rey, Misses Lettic Seott and Meta
Wills, Mrs. S, Taylar, Mrs. R. L.
Gregory and Messrs. W, Sayers, C,
Woodhull, Wm. Mason, Albert Gib-
bons, PPerey Howarth, Ethelred
White, John Clarke, W. Loppic, V.
Langstaflf and Masters George\Tay-
lor and Leslie Gregory.

Things moved more quickly than
we somelimes imagine in  those
days. By the time onother weck
had rolled around the Free Press
was reporting thot “the most at-
tractively decorated store in honaor
of the soldiers' departure ‘on Mon-
day was that of Brown's Drug
Store. The colors of Grent Britain,

gracefully intertwined surrounding
the poriraits of the brave boys who
were leaving for the war”
Evidently there wans a flurry of
excitement ot the station on that
Monday as the train arrived and the
bovs bepan to ‘board. One of the
local tradesmen came dashing up
with the bailiff and seized one
aoldier's belongings. The soldier and
his wife were leaving and it seems
that in the excitement o bill of $2.51
had been overlooked., A hat was
passed, however, and the account
oversubscribed as the happy couple
proceeded on their way. .

The scoldiers didn't get owaoy
without o fond farewell as probably |
many will remember. Free Press,
reporied that, “As  the ﬂnldiﬂ-rﬁ1
marched from the armouries to the
G.T.IR. station on Monday afternoon
the realities of the situation began
to be realized by citizens generally.
The streets were lined with people
and pood wishes for success and
sifely were expressed on all sides
. . . The hine of march was profuse-
ly decorated with flapgs at various

poimnts. Hundreds of citizens Q%=1
sembled “to bid Godspeed  to the
soldivr bovs and as pood-byes w:-rt:'f
Leanpg smid the band plaved such®
martial and patriotic airs s “uale
Britannia" and "The Maple Leaf™.
. Before embarking Spt. Coles
made a feeling speceh and thanked
the people of Acton for thoir proat
inmterest in the men and their cor--
chial pood wishes™
The Acton group assembled with
the other county proups at Georpe-.
town before procecding to V:lh‘.‘tl'-!
ter, Quebee, where they spent some !
Limwe troaning and then to Salis-
bury Plions, England. '
In-the meantime, the ever reads !
Red Cross was  organized locally
and plans were nid for the knitting
of socks, helmets,  wristlets and |
uther welcome items for the Acton
R EY |
By October the Aclun company |
of Home Guards had enbisted 36
mrembers and much  imterest was
talken an the instruction deill. Capt. |
Torranee  Beardmore drilled the'
company twice a o week, while Col,o
Noble arranged for a supply of rifles
soc that practice waith farearms maeht '
e undertaken :
Whale the Acton Tanming Co was
Tunning overtime tuming out Jeather
for army saddles, bridles and belts,
worrd eame from England that Capt
Y L Schults, formerly ecaptam of

L Acton Company of Halton Repiment

wiE arrested on suspicion of beimnge
Comments the Free
"ress, "Everyvbody here knows Dave
pood  loyal patrione
il us name hos e
Wi e A O T Beardmore
Teveryooman to miltse
et oan the Home Guard a  cable-
wram arrnned from Solecbury Mhains
Enaland  "The Acton soldier bovs
b sl well amd send prectings to
Avion amd vicmiy” sened  Froed
Wi hit

In November of 1914 the Acton
Post O e and povernment baild-
e was opened as Acton continued
v propress.  In January of 1915 o
letter from St F. Coles renunded
Avton  that “we hive chiefly on|
bread and jam and cheese, with one
hot meal every day . . . We fared
well at Christmas. Every man was

N\

gt
Lit ol byt

do Canadian conditions.

Fashion Hint

O to the wedding In. o sheer
dress and floppy garden party hnt!

Rlack with while polkn dots lends |

classic enchantment to this conot
style dress that's fabulonsly happy
In its perfect styling. And: with
n diserect brackel tso-starched pet-
ticaoals beneatht).

Whlh; gloves, whitle hat, white
purse.  Try as we may o be dif-
ferent, nothing ever looks as well
with bhlack ns the celean,  well-
provmned while, :

priven six dovs leave excepl those
who lost the privilege through mis-
conducl.” -

A bulletin in March of 1815 re-
poried that “Acton soldiers in the
trenches of France nequitted them-
aclves with ceredit nnd were praised
by their officers” At the &rame
time in Acton two Germans were
arresti<d *who have heen having loo
much to say in regard to the pré-
gent war and their sympathy with
Germany. The incident eaused eon-
siderable  excilement about  the
1town and more arrests are looked
for tomorrow.™

Three years of patriotic fund
raising shows followed on the home
front as news from the trenches
brought word of wounded, killing
and missing. The Red Cross kept
knitting their welcome gifts and
sending parcels to the Acton lads
that joined the forces,

Gfadually men from the front re-
turned with their experienees and
wolunds that had taken them away
from the actual fighting, until the
“Free Press headline “The ‘War at
Last is Over" proclaimed the end
to the first great war and bloody
conflict.

LILACS SETTING
FOR HEWAT-BESSEM
WEDDING IN GUELPH RECENTLY

White and mauve lilacs decorated
St. James' Anglican Church, Guelph
for the wedding recently of Eliza-
beth Bessem, daughter of Mr. Her-
man Bessem, Steltenberg Farm, R
R. 4, Rockwood and Kenneth An-
drew Hewat, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Andrew Richard Hewat, Oxford
slireel.

The Rev. W. J. B, Meloche solem-
nized the marriage at four o'clock.

Mr. Bessem gave his daughter in
marriage, Her while velvaray
bridal gown was styled with a full
flowing skirt and tiered with French
lace caught at the front with tiny
bows. Lace trimming on the yolk
wis cenhanced by tiny pearls and
she wore lace mittens and a bonnet
headdress to hold her fingertip veil,

She carried a white praver book

and streamers knotted with ‘]ih-'-uf-l

the-vialley, :

As maid of honor Miss Helen
Emberson wias in pale green appli-!
aqued organdy with matching head-
dress and bouguetl of decp mauve
and whilte lilacs. The junior brides-.

maid, Miss Wilma Bessem, sister of )

thdé bride, wore a similar dress :|.|
pink and carricd pale mauve and!
while lilacs.

Wynne Dunbar, RIL 1, Camphbell-

ville, wias best man and the 1.|1h:hn=r.~l

were Lthe proom's  brother-in-law |
Joaseph Grainpger of Toronta, #nd
the bride’s birother Henry Bessem
af Rockwood,

Wedding music was plaved by the
church orpanist, Mrs, Bartlett. -

A reception followed at Stelten-s

berp Farm where Mrs. E. DPenfold
received wearing a vellow and
while tatTeta dress, while accessor-
ics and a corsage of pink camation-
She was assisted by the proom s
mother in o powder blue cren:
pown with navy accessories and
corsage uf pink carnations,

Guests were from Guelph,

Acton,
Hockwopod, Campbellville; Torants, |

Oak Ridpes, Oshawa and Stratford |

For a wedding trip to the Moari-
time provinces the bride changed
to o preen and prav osuit with white
carnations On their return Mr
and Mrs Hewat will live at Eden
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A shor! man coame into a restaur=- @

ant and sa: down an a booth The
waltress brought him a glass of
waten and a menu, then left to wait
ol other gusionmers,
hour: the liltle man's head did not
<how over the back of the bootn,
diud the wititres: forgot him. Even-
uallvy she realized she had never
taken his order. She rushed to the
haoth I: was empty., but a note
was propoed neatly acainst a glass
1t read: «Out’ for Lunch—Life's
Like That” in the Reader's Digest
Feerricef, o Nhre nlant eultivated in
rrorneal Ietions oas o o substitute for
it has been under trinl st the
Central Experimental Farm., Ot-
taw, to determine Its adaptability
Accordin:gt
to resulis secured in 1951 by- the
Abwre division, this plant contalns
from 8 to 10 per cent. of fibre. but
sxov far as it cean be learned
season, 1t 15 not partleularly sujted
to Canadian conditions, .

It was n busy "1

In one

Vocational Visits
For High School

Ten voentionnl vikits have heen
muade hy students of Acton high
wchonl recently, to learn komething
of different oceaputions and the re-
aquilrements noecdminry. .

Miuw C. Grindley was the leader
of u group which learned of & busl-
ness office ot the Wool Combing
Corp. Those attending were ¥laine
Iufnngel, Botty Priee, Helen Kee-
lun, Evelyn MeDonald, Betty Sin-
clair, Diane Dowking and Maureen
Kinrend, - ]

Journalism was ®een in action ot
the Acton Free Press, when Mr. E.
Hansen conducted o group which
conglstod of Merilyn Mellor, Netty
Willinmuon, Faye Dawking, Dennis
Papillon, Janiee Baker, Dennnn
Grier, I13ill McHugh, Desmond
O'tourke and ltad Force. '

Aaxter laborntory's business of-
fice was visitedl by Jovee Allan,
Joyee  Farmer, Mory Jennings,
Virena Johnstone, Barbura Smith,
Narbarn  Turner and Annamarie
Spitzer led by Miss F. Harrls,

"Considering & machinist’'s career
ot Acton Machine Shops with Mr.
Heron  were I3l MeColl, Hugh
Sirrm, Wavne Arbic, Francls Hef-
fernan, Bl Coon,  Billie  Priee,
Fraonk Benton and Ronald Itolston.

Principal O, Robblna led n group
consilering autn mechnnies nt Gar-
ner Motors,  Attending were Paul
Lawson, John Crensey, Bill Skilling,
Dovid Cooke, Richard Mnson, Bob
Coxi:, Russell Arbic and Bob Coon.

Shirley Thompson, Grade 13, act-
ed as lender for o group  which
visited the kindergarten of the pub-
lic school—Pauline Papillon, Denlse
Coles, Peppy Oakes, Barbarn Box-
ter, Joy Botell and Arlene Gordon.

Tentative public school teachers
Mprjorie Warne, Mary Braidn, Ruth
Marshall, Enn Jennings, Isabelle
Ritchie and Nanecy Lambert visited
prade one  with Carolyn Oakes,
Grade 13,/us leader.

Grade seven was visited by an-
other proup, Jovee Lambert, June
Lindsny, Neilson Benton, Rochelle
Henderson, Pat Terry, and Chris
Lamb, Jed by Yvonne Brunelle ‘of
grade 13,

The business office at Beardmore
and Co. was visited by Miss Grind-
ley with Julin Kril, Belty Lambert,
Frances Fletcher, Carol Fetlerley,
Knthleen MeCristall, Catherine
Brennan and Ruth Smith.

Three pgirlas interested in  tele-
phone operating, Evelyn Saunders,
Kathleen Foster and Vera Warne
vigited the Bell Telephone office
with Miss Gammie,

The project was followed by re-
ports which were filled In by the
students,

Recital

by the pupils of
Miss Ethel

Franklin

will. be held
at the

ACTON BAPTIST
CHURCH

Fri., June 20

at 7.30 p.m.

Silver Collection
EVERYONE WELCOME
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JOHN CALDER

" Plumbing - Heating
Eavestroughing - Tinsmithing
+ PROMPY, COURYEOUS SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

CHURCH STREEY PHONE 315W
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Harold ““Mike’” Coxe

PLUMBING AND HEATING

EAVESTROUGHING

Phones 370-R, 451-W

SHEET METAL WORK

.

Thurdlon's |
PIANO SALES & SERVICE

'OF HAMILTON ;
NEW AND USED PIANOS
Pianos Tuned, Repaired and Rebuilt

For Service and Estimates
PHONE 128 ACTON

AVE you aver struggled trying
to remove a cork that

was pushed inside a bottle? An
easy way to remove that cork is
to add enough ammonia to the
bottle to float the cork. Allow
the solution and cork to set for
24 hours and the ammonia will |
eat into the cork and cause it to
crumble, Have you struggled
with the problem of what to get
Dad on his day this Sunday?
Come sce our wide
variety of gift items. Included
are razors, shaving accessories,
billfolds, pen and pencil sels, to-
baccos, pipes, lighters ‘and a

number of other useful gifts for’
the “head of the house” on
Father's Day this Sunday.

soperi DRUG STORE

“A Dleasant Place to Shop™
31 MILL ST. PHONE 87

PRESCRIPTIONB

STATIONERY

in ' and

ICE CREAM
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New Rdyal

1 -, 'Ijr_iirer','wil_l #ﬁll from door tﬁ door for pick-up
¢ wy, ma and delivery

Cleaners

FERGUS

S ———————

PICK-UP DAYS

- TUESDAYS
. &
FRIDAYS
‘Quality Workmanship

Satisfaction Gunrunteed_
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