Baptist Followers
Gather A}_Hﬁrﬂes

It wmas un 2Mih of Jeanuasry,
1842 that ten miren and woenen met
st the howne of Mr Samurl Worden
in the Townshup of Faguesing fur
the record slates
“ouf sulimitting to the Judgmenl of
paster chivrches prrupriely”  of
wvrganlyng s regular Haptist church
On the 3ot of Idvrinbeer the wmme
year, Hev Juhin (dahley lwcame the
First jumslar of the church

For s meeilngs
held in the hoaties of memibseers B0
wt the mesting hield on March lh
1Y st the house of John Alkinsan,
ot musnilimry seciely of the “Upyees
(CCanaita Napltiat Missionary sewcicty”
wons foirrnead

Aftar Mr OQakley coamsd to b
panlor, the church extendet a call
oo Elder Fitoh ssking him o preach
o them e an two months and hie
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The first
o bulld =
given sl & brogsviness meclting o July
the ZPL. 1H4Y when it was rerolved
that “a geneial commillers Iwe ap-
poinied o investigale the maller
relative Lo building & place of wor-
shap ~

For a length of time the mreetings
were heldd, sometimes an Ernin, the
houses of mrmbwers. Haver's school
hous and occamnionally a0 the
Methoadiat CChurch on the JLlise line

Elder Fiteh was succecded by
Flder Mino as pastor of the church
and M oin slate<t thal his salary for
six months was o e 12 pounds, 18
shillings, supplemented by an equal
amoun! from the Mipgsionary Board

Al & mecling held on Apnil 4,
IRAT. & council was called for the
purpose of ordsining the late Hevw
H B Cook who had decided 10 en-
ter the gospeel ministry Rev Cook
then became pastor of the church

Rev Mr Cook wan followed in
the pastorate by Hev W H MHarel-
1on. who remaoined about lwo
years After this ‘the pulpit wax
supplied for some months by Rev
R Stephenz and Rev J  Pickard
until Rev Alexander Warren wan
called to take charge In 1875 After
he reqigned on account of  mling
health, he was succeeded by Rev
Henry Cox. of Georgetown, and he
by Hev John H laovwe, who r'-r-mpn-
~d In 1RR] He wax [ollowed by
Hev James Coutts, and he i LEHS
by Hevy A T Sowerby who was
silcceexied in JHHA by Rev S Cune
nings Hey ID B Gordon saccecd-
cid him the same vear  In TR Hew
W E Norton becaime pastor

The proposal to erect the present
banlding was first made abwut the
vear 1M, and the first money of-
fered {or the purpose was the pro-
ceeds of an autograph guilt made
for the purpose by the lale Mass
Jesser Warren who o in this wapv,
presenbisd the church with $40 L u
nucleus of a building fund later
a magnanimous offer came from
Aiss Steele. who deeded the valu-
able 1ot corner of Mill and Willow
Streets, 10 the trustecs: of  the
church This made 11 possible 1o
arrange definitely for the erection
of &8 new bullding  The member-
ship of the church was canviinsed
and contributed liberally. On July
13. 1888, at & spwcial business mert-
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Jiut Just
ficultly as 1o
saittir dlelny 11 wesr mgreed Ly al-
all cuncernid 1hat while
It s genervus!ly paesentled Lo
church by Miss Steele war frrhape
the meatl salualde Lol in Acton for
L inrns prur prosrs. I would not e
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Lo the warsdonn of the changr

This year the congregatlion mark.
vdd the 1iMiecth anniversary of the
building of the present church, The
present partor 83 Rev, Chas N
(iower whoe ministers to the con-
prrgations of Aclon and {ieorge-
Livwn

Stendy linpruvements have been
made In the maintenance of the
shurmh property A few years ago
a Tine eleciric organ was nstalled
and har added to the srrvice of
praisar Many of the old families
voining to Acton help make up the
congregation,

Many will recall the ministries
af twloved pastors when we reca
McAlpine, Durrell, Jones
Howant Johnston, Ralph Faster,
Gevige Haxler, Wallace and others

Society of Jesus
Pioneer S. Joseph’s

Cn e hill at Idublin, 2 miles saouth
o] Arton A Crosa surmounting o
celirm marks a sile sacred to the
Catholic congregation of Acton It
wat there the firat church was bulilt
on land given to the Koman Cath.
olie Corporation of the Diocese of
Hamilton by Matthew McCann and
Juhn Mulholland Work was com-
menced on March 18, 1857, the cve
of the feast of St ‘Joseph, from
whenee the church  derved s
name

Defore that time the Jesult Fath-
err of Guelph covered a wide ter-
ritory that embraced Acton in ther
munistrations, and mazs was sald at
homes in the community. It i3 im-
passible to describe the privationa
sifferred as the “black robes™ trav-
vlled long distances by horse and
uften by footl to the flock scatiered
in all directions. However, as Cath-
olics became mope numerous n the
district gradually sprang
Hp

Encouraged by the efforts of Rev
Father Dumortier of the Soclety of
Jesus 1o found a church in this
sechion, the good Catholic laymen
contributed  pounds, shillings and
penee o provide for a commodious
cdifice on the hill overlooking the
Dublin district. Ny 188% the church
atndd all itz finlshings were com-
pletely pald for

Hight Rev. John Farrell, Blshop
of Hamilton, sdmuinistered the Soc-
rament of Confirmation on Aug. 31,
1858 for the\ first time In the hils-
tory of the Yhurch. Among the
varly pastors were Fathers Francis
Marshall, John McQuald, Wm.
Cocklen, C Petite, Thos. Willet,
Jos.  Delabays. ' Chartler, J. 1.
Nohin, P. Homel, J. A. MacDonald,
D Plante, J. Ktely., Louis Cote, J.
5 O'Loane, John Finnegan, O. D
Deviing, Henry Xavanagh These
priesta were malnly  Jesuits from
the mission station at Guelph.
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THE BAPTIST CHURCH is one of five that minister
the gospel 10 an Acton congregation.
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As the years went by and Lhe
tongreution grew accordingly, the
Cutholic populstion shifted into the
villuge of Acton attreacted by the
gruwing  industries and  Jabour
needs To accammodate the nucleus
of the parish, which now reslded
i Actin a walk of two mlles -
Lhe comgregation of 51 .Iul»r].lh'l b -
patt o Jisok for & more convenlent
place in which o worshap Cuon -
sequently, when the Congregation
alists decided they rould no longer
kevp up the church they had erect-
ed In Acton, the congregstion of
5t Josrph's avalled themselves of
this opportunity and purchased the

Cbtwidding in the year 1RET.

Although the move to Acton was
final the old vhurch at [Dublin was
alill  sacTedd Here the cemelery
wat liwated and s to<diar The
vhurch at Idublin war torm down
but the location can sti]l be traced
by the old stone foundation which
o irstify to the work
of the rarly ploneers

In the burving grounds many of
these early ploncers were laid to
rest The entrance s enhanced Yy
an artiatic gate to-day and a fence
vncloses  the spot.

The first resident parish  priest
was Hev Father Haley, who wzs
appointed pastor In 1883  Father
Halexy lived on Church S5t., about
three blocka from the church. In
18G0A Rev Father Feenev succeeded
to the pastorate and during hb
flavy  the present Rectory  was
purchaxed j

Rev Father Arnold caome in 1008
and xtaved until 1008 when Father
Walsh was appointed to succeed
him for a vear  Father Arnold re-
tumed for a six months period
until Rev  Father Travnor, now
pasior at Arthur Ont, arrived. He
was in Acton until 1914,

Far a brief period of two months
Rev  Father Flahaven was pastor
Then Rev Father Dovie astumed
the pastorate until 1910 when Rev,
Father Goodrow soeceeded to the
ot He rematned until 1022 to be
fullowed by Rev. Father McReavy.
Faither AMcReavy endeared himeelf
to the hearts of Catholles and non-
catholics alike In his stay of zeven
vears duration.

In the vear 1929 Rev Father 3
I. McBrde was appolnted pastor
Father McDBride had a special int-
vrest In the young people of the
parish and the mission church In
Georgetown and erganized a strong
Catholic Youth Organization group.
Snon his flalr for organization was
uh-r?ﬂ higher impetus when In 1041
the Hishop appointed him diocesan
C YO director. He left the parizsh
amid general regrel.  Among the
many improvements Father Me-
Aride made while he was in Acton
were stained glass windows and
the basement was made Into a fine
room for the voung people ol the
parish, b

RHev. Father Vincent J. Morgan,
the present pastor, was appointed
in. 1941. The parish has made splen.
did progress during his stay and
just recewtly the church wnx en-
larged to accommodate the increas-
ed congregation. The edifice has
undergone a complete renovation,
inside and out in the lost few vears
at well as the Rectory In keeping
with the rapld growth of Cathol.
ICIS™M In Acton.

Hngees on

Early Scots Build
First Knox Church

Knor ("hurth Actaas, was Tond-
rd in Febiruary 1B% by BRaottish
st (e rw fron Iverniess, Aberdeen
il Perthehire, whise grealest
pilribule wun real fur the faith of
thrir fatlu s Two years previously
a bunday  hiwi]l had been orgenie-
vt by Mr Jobhn Burms at his home
and theser sorkers the
criginal congregatlion

In 1B47 the firsl churrh, 8 large
framme hullding was completed minid
Its Tounders claimed an sawarad of
forty pounds offered by 8 devout
man, Mr HBuchsnan of Hamilton,
too rach of the firvt ten churches
rrected and opened by a set date
This sum was rqual to approxi-
mately £300

The flrsl sermon wan presched In
the incamplete bullding by Hev W
¢ Burns and for three following
VOeure the mmductiom of &
regular minicter, the pulplt waes
orcupled by three olher ministers
On the recommendation of  Hew
Keady, Rev, John Meclachlan, wan
arked tn preach, was chosen and
inducted as the fir<t miniater of the
church

The firat church  was
severnl lota to the right of the «ite
aof the present bullding It was
frame. large and ling, and after
fifty vyrars when 11 was vacaled the
struclure was tumed rldewavs on
the ot and comverted into & triple
dwelling

The pulpit approached
by slepa, “high and lified
up” ntwive the headn of the congre-
gation, only the head of the minis-
ter belng vizible through s small
openlng In fromt of this In later
years sal the cholr led by & per-
centor with a tuning fork. To the
right and left of the cholr were
several seats placed diagonally, A
long three-foot centre alsle divided
the rest of the clowed pews high
atralght-backed benchea, each en-
lered by a door. The bullding was
lighted by lamps which hung from
the celling and heated by s stove
st the back from which a long pipe
ran frontwards

Sometime after 1RB02, an orpan
was purchased for wee In the Sab-
bath Schonl, and this was later
installed in the church. Thia action
was met with much and  bitter
hostility on the part of aome of the
older members. Some  left
church and did not retum. It was
declared by one that with the ad-
vent of the Kist O'whistleas the
grace of Codd went out

RHev, I B Cameron's sensitive,
aesthetic soul had also a passion for
music whirh he very successfully
Inspired in o young and promising
recrull, Alexander T Mann, who
on March 13 18RO, formed the first
thoir.

Under the maunistry of Rev. J Nae
a modern pulpit was  Introduced.
an organ wars mctalled the rental
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Ihafier Wwas bl ptd the present
Kirh waus eretted Mr. Har hed
twen valled to the (0ld Kirk 0 18T

The cotner slesies fur "he new
church were laid an September 13,
1894 It was & happy evert fur the
tidiffrgalion and a progren mark-
~1 the aflemwvu prasion

After the Toundatiom w e Hiroshed
the waork of counpleting rie
thurth progressed with soeed and
withiout accident Frnthur am ran
high and under the Insp.r st of
Mr Har rmust of the Iatiur was
donated wilhout thoaught  f e omm-
[ =1

Sutudlay Fehrusry 24 JA9%  was
the v cazton of the re ajening and
deticantion o the Kirk At the
MOoMming srvire o very large cone-
Eregation assemhbled and again in
the afterniewn My B A4S thea cevening
M Ivice conmeneet alnee nog more
fully =
thousund pwople crowdet *he Kirk

Hev A Muc IPhersan folls ved Rev
Itmr Aws the historical revicow of the
Kirk prepased wt the « cnitennial
ruvys "Hughie was the dirhing of
Knox congre gation  wnd i« vVrry
prpular man in the town

In Seplembaer 1901 Hev J 0 WY)-
s wieepled & call and aath his
fumilly rame to Acton 1o live in the
manse  Mr Wil was & ultured
Christlan gentleman of fine appwear-
ance and outatanding ahillity After
veurs Mr Wilwir, 0 cepied
a call 1o Sashati hewan 'n  his
drath. however the rema.nsy ware
brought 1o Acton and a se—vice was
conducted in the churct he had
loved and served an limp He was
inlerred in Fawrview Cemetery the
beauty of whicrh he had alwayy ad-
mired. To mark his resting place
fine monument was erected by the
congregalion of the Xirk.

Hev Alexander Stewart was in-
ducted as the elghth minister of the
Kirk tn 19821 During his ministry
the cholr room was added a2 kitchen
wasg cquipped In the hasement,
Fouwns werre purchased for the
minister and cholr, and a *ine plpe
aorgan was [natalled and dedicated
on Dvecember 13, 1074

In May 190%, Rev. H T Rennie
war called and Inducted as minli<ter
of the Kirk. Mr. Dennle 3 native
of Seotland, was minister to the
Kirk for over ten vears vhen &
serious llness greatly handicapped
him In the complete aceampliah-
ment of his  dutiex an®  finally
necewssitated his recigmation

Hev U Forbes Thomaor followed
Mr Tennie in the ministry of the
Acton Kirk. During hls <=rvice in
Acton the church progressed and
he extabllshed himself In *he me-
maory of the voung peoples of the
church and the community vy tnke
INE an  acllve interest o thelr
artivities

Rev  John Anderson '."mhnif-d
Mr Thomson and gave tw . yeary
service ta the congregation prior
to the present minister, Ree L H
Armstyrong whn came 1> Knox
Church about a wvear ag> from
Biracebridge
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EARLY SCOTS erected the local Knox Presbyterian Church when they
found the old church did not satisfy their increasing needs.
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