S il ) C— S R WE—_— -

i /
THE ACTON FREE PRESS

A

e —————

very much annoyed. or so one. might
gather from her terse remarks. “Real-
Iy*" she ¢ “shopping in this
country too ridiculous. T am quite
sure a lot bf these so called shortages
are quite preventable, Imagine a
Christmas markét without a turkey
that Is except for the ones marked
=aold”. Why just a few weeks ago,
Henry, when you and I were driving
through the counilry we =W lots of
turkeys. You remember, don’t youT”
Henry Brower looked up from his
paper. “Yea my dear, we maw plenty
of turkeys, that's true. But I don’t
think we zaw as many turkeys as
people. And if fifty. per cent. of the
people were on the markel for tur-
KeyE. « « « i

“Oh you men and your siatisticn™
interrupted his wife, ~I tell you Hen-
ry this is serious. Here we are with
the King's and the Mackenzie's in-
vited Tor turkey dinner on Christmas
Day and no turkey 1o feed them,
And It isn't as If that were all 1
tell you most of the time yosterday
I was shopping for things Y couldn’t
get. And then to cap it all 1 dropped
in to see M Char, who, as you
know, always helps me out 'on spec-
Ial occaslons, and Mrs. Char had the
effrontery 1o ‘tell me she couldn’
come this time as she had promised
to help at the hospital. Just imagine,
after all the work 1 have given that
woman to let me down like that.
Ingratitude, that's what I call It.”

“Perhaps she wanted more money.
my dear,” suggested Mr. Brower,

“Thats what I thought, o I offer-
od her more, DBut she zald, no It was
. not that, she just fell she was needed
niore at the hospital. Really, T be-
Leve this war has gone to peoples’
heads, you can't depend on anyone
any more. Of course | know we have
to do all we can and T am sure no
‘one helps the Red Cross any more
than ¥ do, but after all this is Canada,
not England or Russla, and I am
quite zure there s plenty of things
thé storekeepers say they haven't got
if they would only release them. For
instance, Mrs. Court bought jellypow-
ders at the B and C store yesterday
but today when I asked for some, oh
no, they hadn't got any! I was quite
sure they were holding back so Y
offered them twice the real price If
they would let me . have just two
packets.”

*You what?"
lievingly.

1 offered to pay them more,”
stammered hiz wife somewhat taken
aback by her hushand's expression.

asked Henry unbe-

“But Almna, thot was awful, whiviy

that's the very kind of thing that
‘eads to inflation: For heaven's sake
don't try anything llke that ngaln.
Now look here, supposing we thresh
this dinner -business out. You have
invited the King's and the Macken-
zle's for Christmas dinner. All right.
You can't get turkey, so what? Well,
all vou have to do s look around
for something else, that's all, chicken,
goose, duck, or . . . or . . . pork or
something.” he concluded uncertainly.
*T'hen he brightened agaln. *“And X'l
tell vou something else, you don't
nead to worry- about getting M=
Char or anyone. If you just pel a
simple menl. you know, something
you can prepare yourself, then BIlL
Jim and I will wash the dishes. Now
how's that for a solution to your vex-
ancious problem?®" :

"“Oh Henry,” oxclalmed his wife,
‘‘you are quite Impozaible. Ax If there
were nothing more to getting dinner
than putting it on the table and wash-
ing dishes afterwards. Really, I don't
know what I am golng to do, and I
am guite sure I shall never sleep to-
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Well, Alma Brower—went__to bed
that night and Henry sald she slepr
very well indead. But BMrs. Brower
xald, no. she had not, and she didn't
wee what Henry could know about it
anyway because eveky time she look-
od at him he was sleeping like o log.
And she also claimed she hadn't bween
dreaming ecither. But she admitted
what happened may ‘have bheen a
* “swigltation", :

According to her account next mor-
ning, this Is what actually took place.
She was turning restleasly in bed and
* looking’ enviously and resentfully at
Henry sleeping as if he hadn't = care
in the world while she was atill worry-
ing away trylng.1o figure out how to
give a really sumptuous dinner with-
cut turkey, or jellies, or hired help.
Guddenly she heard a volve calling
“Mrs. Brower. . - Mrs. Henry Brow-
er” And agmin It came “Mrx. Brower

. + .Mre. Henry Brower.”

“Yea' said Alma, “T am Mrs. Brow-
er but tell \me, whoisit cgiling and
what do you want?
youw, for'l cannot ree youl™

“No, you cannot see me, Mri. Brow-
er, for 1 am a spirit, the Spirit of
Understanding. And I have come to
you and will take you to familar
places so that, you may see them
again but with different eyes."

. *Then there came a cold wind that
made. Alma Brower shiver with ap-
prehenuion nnd it stayed with her un-
til they reached the shelter of a mod-
.est home where the atmosphere sud-
‘denly ‘changed
something were warming her

blood
. Hke old wine. ‘

,

[
—.

And where arg

and Alma felt’ as if

“Come,” said the Spirit, “we will
enter! you must understand that
the K of Understanding has no
knowledge of time.
to the past, forward (o the future, er
remain with the present Here we
Mok towards the Immediate future.
You will notice It Is Christmas Day
at Elwood’'s home™ =
" “Elwood's! why they LHive on our
aireet, L. was their son who was

I My, but what a dreadful Christmas
it will be for them.”

“Will itT" =aid the Spirit,
again, Mre. Brower.”

The younger Elwood children were
sitiing expectantly at the table as
Daddy carved the lnadequate chick-
cn. Thelr eyves were glistening with
| excitement for after dinner they were
going to unwrap the present under
the tree, handmade present which
they had made for each other zo that
the money they would have otherwise
apent could be saved for War Savings
stamps. Young Frank, who had just
joined the Air Force, and his girl
friend who sat beslde him, had also
agreed to the famlly pact. It was
Mother and Dad’s ldea and was mennt
as » tribuie to thelr Jimmy who had
glven his all.

Now the plates ware amply zerved
with the aimple family fare. ‘Then
there was a pause, as If by cammon
! consrnt, each palr of cyes looked to-
ward Jimmy's plcture on the wall.
Then proudly, but with a husky velce,
Daddy quote Tiny Tim's special pray-
er which scemed so appropriate for
thix zpecial occaslon. *“God bless usx,
everyone.” he maid. Apd a fervent
“Amen” was heard In- unlkcon from
those seated around the table.

“Would yvou call that a “dreadful”
Christmns, Mri. Brower?” naked the
Spirit. :

~ “No-o it isn't dreadful at all” =ald
Alma wonderingly. “Why, they ¢ven
lnoked happy.” .
“Yer," agrecd the Spirit, “happy with
an inward peace.” And than he added,
“Come, we will make. another call”
“Oh, 1 know thiz ploce.’ sald Mra
Brower, "It ix the home of Mrs.
Char and I know she always makes
o much of Christmas for her family.
But what has happened, I don’t
understand. Where Iz Mrs. Char.
And look at the children they are
cating bread and jam! Surely that
Isn't thelr Christmas” dinner?”

“] came here last night,” replied the
Spirit, Yand Mre. Char was explaining
to her: children how hbadly she was
needed at the hospital. It seems the
stnff wanted to give the patienis n
. hristmas treat but without
oxtrip.help they couldn't do it. The
Ch Idren, bocnuse they had =0
little, knew the wvalue of nan exirao
treat, and hecnuse they nleo know
thnt maony of the patlonts were sick
and suffering, they all agreed to post-
pone thelr simple celebrations until
the dny after Chrlstmnsg.”

“And 1 thought Mre. Char was un-
prateful” whispered Alma.

“Compe,” uald the Splirit tercely, "we
will make yvet nnother visit.
~'This - time the house at which they
stopped was nn ornate dwelling in-
deed the home of the - “Joncses” of
the distrlet. A lttle ripple of ex-
cltement ran through Mru Brower.
The whole nelghbourhood wasx some-
what In awe of the Joneses. But they
had always been respected. That s,
untll recently when rumour had gone
the rounds that a_country storg cobuld
be pretty well stocked with provisions
that were stocked nway In the Jon-
csed hasement. . '

“ Certalnly the dinlng table toadny
bore little evidence of a shortage of
cither rotioned or unratloned goods.
A mald, who wnas obviously nervous,
was walting on the table. When she
withdrew—a—family argument.; wuas
again resumed. Selective Service had
caught up at last with Gllbert, the
eldest xon. Wow mother and son were
both urging Mr. Jones to use his in-
fluence to get hls son transferred ton
‘gzafe” job. But My, Jones wasg un-
expectedly adamant, perhaps some
inner xhame, perhaps the memory of
the wacrifice given by other promising
yvoung men had made him realise that
his son, if only for the sake of his
own self-res , shouyld at lrast take
his chance nlong with the rest of the
boye of his generation.

Normnan, the second son, had hle
own perional grievance. He had just
turned sixteen and had bheen confid-
ently expecting a coupe for Christ-
mas. But what had he got? A movie
projector and a War Bond! Kid stulfl’
Well, ha'd show them . .. he had a
date tonight at the Casino. . . and by
the lord Harry he wasn't going to
:'#rry home elther . He'd show
{Nem he wasn't any kid. - #

Mre. Brower turned away from the
unpleasant family wscene. "“Come,”
she zald to the Spirit of Understand-
ing "I want to go home."

But thers was no answer from the
Spirit, .and suddenly Mrs. Brower re-
alfsed she was at home. Yes, and
there was Henry, stlll sleeping. She
looked at him  happily, Henry was
really rather a dear, and, as il she
wanted to make sure, she shook him
vigorously. '
I - *Henry . . ..
“Huh .

“took

wake , up.”

was a'‘'matter, . . it's
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“Oh. Heary, it lsn't the middle of

a—
The Sunday

night, i{'s moming. And I want you
to stop at the bulchers and onder me
a leg of pork.”™ ol

“A leg of pork?™ exclaimed Henry,
| now thoroughly awake. ’ s
*Yea dear, & leg of pork, so I can

dressing ln ‘It and roast It for
ristrnas dinner when we have the
King's and the Mackende's here. You
know [ have come (o the conclusion
that it is very poor tasie ‘these days
to make any attempt at an elaborate
spread and 1 am quite sure our
lguests will feel the same way.”

Henry looked at his wife In stun
aslonishment.

“WellL I'll be damed.” waz all he
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COD'SsS GREAT LOVE AND HIS
GIF Y
Golden Text.—For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever belleveth on
him- should not periash, but have eler-
nal life. Jno3: 16 o g

Lesson Text—Matt. 2: 1-2.

Time.—4 B. C. Places.—Jerumlem
and Bethlehem. - : i
° Exposition.” — 1. The Wise Men
Seeking Jesus to Worship Him, 1, 3.

The certalnly and exact and verbal
accuracy of Cod's- Word come out
conclusively In this passage. Seven
hundred yecary before Micah had pro-
phesied that e who was “to be the
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Yfound himself able to utter.

HNOW EQUIPMENT IS READY
ON NATIONAL RAIL LINEH

Witis the first swirl of snowflakes
operating and mechanical forces on
the Can. Nationa! Rallways lense a
bit and cas{ a wary eye on the baro-
meter. Prior to that a lot of luspect~
lon and preparutlon has been under
way, the real battle of the rallway a-
galnst the winter znowstorms begin-
ning In the spring and summer
months when all snow-fighting equlip-
ment poes Into the company's shops
to recelve complete overhaul, *Old
Man Winter may now offer his worsy
wares,” zald €. E: McCoy, asxistunt
chief of car equipment for the nal-
lonal system, who explained,”All aux-
Iary wquipment consisting of ninc
types for a total of 271 xnow-plowy,
usually has a lot of work te perform
from December, to April In clearving
the right of way of snow and sledt.
During those flve monthe of last \win-
ter train milleage operated over Can-
ndian Natlonal Rallways tofalled 726,

way nccounted for by snow-plows nnd
work tralni transporting crews to the
hattle with snow drifis.”

WINTFEH CLOTHES
RTRICTLY, PRACTICAL

Now Iz the time when Inhabltnnts
are changing inte winter clothes
This does not only apply to the Ind-
lan nnd the trapper but to numer-
ous wild ércatures zome of which
brown hares and weasels and mott-
1edl ‘ptarmigan (Arctle groused will
qulckly noquire coats as while as
the snow that will blanket thelr
homeland. Speclmons of these anl-
mnls In the Royal Ontarlo Muzoum's
study collectlons show various stagec
in this changg. Yt Iz not accomp-
lished by some mysterlous transmult-
ation of ‘colour In the old cont as hay
been suppoged by zome people. Mt
como about by the reoplacement of
halr or feathere, n doffing of the ald
and prowing the new. Winter clo-
thes for wildiife, unlike those of hu-
mang, are not “deslpned” to be re-
vealing. The style for thls year, aa
every year, will be strictly practical.

FARM TMPLEMENTH SCARCE

ILONDON (CP)y—RBritlsh farmers
will pay nlmaost anything for old nrt-
Iclex. At on asuctlon xale of old im-
plements In Essex, n  two-handed
mtor driven cultivator which the
nuctloncer cipected to go for 30054
wnx bld up to nearly $400.00 before |t
was* x0ld.

HILVER FOX HIIIPMENT
' 0 WESTERN BREEDELL

Im pre-war dayd shipments of sllver
foxes provided considerable traffic for
Canadian Natlonal Rallwuys Expreid,
necording to Harry E. Whiteman, the
trrminal agent, but these shipments
diminished to such o vate that whion
n consipnment of kix sllver Leautles
passed through the Central station
cther day, they attracted the attent-
lon nccorded to rare slghts These
carelully cratedsilver-fox-came_from
farms In Prince Edward Islund and
the Lake 5t. John district of Quebec,
and were being rhipped to a byeedor
nt Swift Current, Sazk. They travel-
led I style on the express car of the
“Contincntal Limited” provided with
a plentiful supply of concentrnted
food tablets,:and these with measurd
supplics of water, made up thelr ral-
lons for the journey.

MAY NEED WIIEAT

The present situation in Siclly and
Southern Italy carrles with it con-
siderable interest to North American
agriculture. Durham wheat for maca-
ronl or bread Is the principal varlety
of wheat grown in Slclly and about
one-third of the agricultural area of
the isiand s used for wheat produc-
tion. The pre-war acreage was close
to 2,000,000 acres and produced about
32,000,000 bushels. However, nelther
Sicily nor southern Italy normally
prodice sufficient wheat to meet local
demands, and, with the most of the
1943 crop probably lost through:'the
war, there should be an outlet for
North American wheat,

In the islangd of Crete., while ‘grain
i= produced, heavy imports are re-
quired, because agriculture is confin-

only about qne-third of the total area

of the island\ iz sultable for agricul-
tural under{akings.

762, the far greatar part of whicn |

Ruler ln [swrael, whose golngs forth
have been from of old, from everiast-
ing” was to come forth out of Bethle-
hem (Mic. 5: 2. But "she who was
chosen to be the mother of Jesus did
not live in Bethlchem but in Nazar-
eth. But men who were utterly un-
conscious of God's purposes and pro-
phecies, by many decrees and ln many
ways worked together mo that Mnary
was brought to Bethlechem at the
tline of our Lord's birth, amnd thus
Cod's Word was fulillled and ¥is
cternal plan carried out (Luke 2: 1-6;
P*x., 76:; 10). The murc word of pro-
phecy spoken over bven centuries be-

by the Holy Spirit” v ns thus fulfitled
to the very letter, In -pite of all the
cunning of great men. Through thelr
very wickednest, God's purposes nnd
words were fulfilled. These wizo men
fram the East wore the anclent magl.

‘We are sure that ke that llves up
to the light that hic hax, will got more
(Ac. 10: 1-5, 30-12), bul the man who
refuses to live up ta the dight that
he hing will lose even that Hiht (Matt.
95: 3: 2 Thes, 2: 11, 12). So0. hecause
they studied the storg, and depended
upon the stors for guldance, God led
them by a star. God always meols o
man where he li. We should Imitnte
God In this our attempt to lead man
Inte the Hght., The light that led
them on was dim, only starlight, but
It was the best they hnd; ond, as thoy
followed it falthrully, God gave them
tulleyr lght, that of ¥is vevealed
Word, and following that they [ind
¥lim who s “the Light of the world”
(Jno. 8: 12y. Yn thelr earnestness to
find the King, theoy took o long, weary
journcy, but thelr labor was nbund-
antly rewnrded.

IT. Herod Secking Jegus to
¥im, J-H.

The tldings thnt came to Herod
thot the King was come should have
hrought hlm foy but In reality they
troublfed him, for he wanted to bhe
king himzolf. So mmny a heart to-
day that ought; to welcome Christ nx
King " with jd¥ ' Is troubled at the
declaratlon that Chrizst s King, for
we wigh to be king oursclves. But
not only Hornd wns troubled, but all
Yerusnlem, ns well,  Jerusalem, the
city of the great King, whose whole
plory was to centor in Him, woas un-
willing to receive Him when e

Kill

Ing Instead of rejolcing nt it (Jno.
1: 11y, ¥lerodl thought the proper
place to go for Information about the
Christ was fo the Scriptures. In that
he was rlght (Jno. 5: 39y, X0 he had
studled the Bible as he ought for
himself It would not have beon nec-
cisary for him to go to the chlef
priests and scribes to tell him; but
mayn kings  and many common
people, Instead of searching the Scrip-
tures for themselved, depend upon the
theologlans for thelr Information.
Herod was very thorough In  This
senrch to tind out nbout the Christ;
he “gathored nll the chlel priests and
all the scribes”™: “he Inquired dilfgent-
Iy of the wize men, he told them to

plans with great skill; he was bound
to make sure. But he had lelt God
out of hls calculatlons, so In splte of
‘his thoroughness, they nll came lo
nothing. The scribes were woll In-
wtructed from the Scriptures and
porfectly orthodox—Thoy_Knew just

thoy had no intorest in Hizg coming.
There [ much of that sort of Scrip-
ture kndwlwige and orthodoxy silll
It did the =cribes no good. Chriut
must be horn In Bethlehem for thuiy
It ‘'was'written by the prophets, and
whatever {8 written In God's Waord
muast come to pass.

Y. The Wite Men Finding Jesus,
912 R '

A% soon us the wise men have re-
celved the dexired Information, they
start Immediately to find the King
whom they sought. Again God leads
them by star, and leads them to the
very spot where the young chlld was.
They were more accustomed to being
led by stars than -any other “way,
and God adapts His leading to our
necessity,. While Herod and Jerus-
alem had been troubled at the thought
that Christ was come, the wise men of
the East rejolced with exceeding
great joy to find Him.

Those  who enjoy the largest priv-
lleges often-times least nappreciate
them, and thase who have the [ecast
light are most eager for more (Matt.
8: 10, 11). There Is an eagerness to
hear about Christ to«lay in heathon

ed largely to scatlered plains. nnd};

. The princlp.nll
: crops are ollves, grapea ahd other.
carly yet” And Henry rolled nwrlcilrul fruits,

lands that Is sometimes lacking'in
so-called Christian lands.  There Is
no greater joy to the true heart than
that of finding Jesus. When they en-
tered the house, they fell down and
worshipped Jesus. They saw Mary,

| His mother, but they did not worship
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fore by o man who wnd “borne along |

came: wins troublivl nabout His com-1-

go and search diligontly; he Yald his}

wherw the Chrlst should be born, hut |
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|her. Worshlp may nol have meant
to them all 'that It means to us, but
it iz right to worship Jesus (Heb. 1:
€). When they had worshiped, they
presented unto Him their giftz. That
is the trus order; fArst, worship, then
giving. They gave Him thelr very
best, gold and frankincense and myrrh
(Po T2: 10, 11). Nole the conduct
of the wise men: 1. . They sought
Jesus 2. They found Jesus u
‘They rejolced over Jesus. 4. They
worshiped Jesus. 3. They mave gi

Iln Jesus. :
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KEEPING OF HOUSE

One common cause of faijure with'
house-plants . In the winter is that
they are kept in rooms that. are far
foo warm. Sixty Lo sixty-five degrees
Ix the ildeal temperature for house
planis. A good rule to follow Iz to

WINTER

conalstent with personal comfort.

Am o general rule, flowering planis
need all the sunlight they can gel.
ecspecially during, the winter months.
Ferns should bhe placed where there
will b an abundance of light, but not
direet sunlight. Folinge plants are
more tolerant of Insufficient light,
but In winter time they may be placed
in direct sunlight. ool

Windows should be tight to prevent
direct draughts on the plante. A dry
ntmosphere s (o be avolded bocaus:
it not only stunits the planis but
favors 'the (ncrease of certaln pesix,
such ns red splder and theips, Mols-
ture In the alr oround the plants
mny be Increased by standing the pots
in shallow trayg filled with pefbles,
gravel, or moss and keeping thls mix-
ture molst, .

A mixture of two parts proad gard-
en lonm soll, one part roited manure
and one part wand, will generally
fulfl! the woll requirements for potted
planty. This will alfow both alr mnd.
water to pass tlygough the =oll ren-
sonably well. Further provislon for
drainnge may be muade by plncing u
lnyer of small stonecs or. xlmilar mat-
erinl on the bottom of the pots where
the holes nre to carry off the oxcess
waler.

DIFFICULT OPERATION

LONDON (CI')—An operation to
open sectionk of n newly-born girl'y
hend to allow normnl expanszion of
the braln threatened by the bones ol
the skull closing up too xoon, hat
been performed in, Britaln for the
first HUme nt Great Ormond Street
Hospltal here. The operation wos o
RUCCesS.

TOLD AFTER THAREE YEARS

CAMBRIDGE, England (CP)—The
submarine Shark was bombed and
machine-gunned for six hours after
beling sunk off Norway In July., 1940.
sald Torpedo-man - Joseph Coleman,
when he arrived here after being rep-
atristed from Germany. How the
lously been a mysiery. :
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TRAIN SERVICE

There will be cerlaln changes
in traln service between Decorn-
ber 24th and January 2Ind

Consult your Jocal C. N R
Agent for full information

CANADIAN NATIONAL RYS.

try 1o keep the room as cool as Iv )

Fﬁﬂ fam, thot l.nng;
Distance call home at Cliriat-
mas is the big event of the
day. He's counting on it. [et's
make wure that he, and
thousands like him, won't bo
disappointed. .

It means I:ivinp,' up our own
Christmas  telephoning. wo
that warcrowded lincs wall
bo freed 1o handle the flood
of holiday pgrectings from
naval, army and uair, force
prosls acroas the country. It
means sending our Chrstmas
measagres by muail.

Should you lind you puse
telephone out-of-towin, Iry to
do so as many dave hefore
the holiduy wi possble.

Aund especially  avoid  ull

: non-caucntinl calls 1o distant
or war-busy centred. Winning

528 thic war is & non-stop joby, und

urgent mcodsajped milisd

Ko
through.

Ot rclicnns Sasince Ciirig t&&uy:rhm
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STARDUST

“"Our blessings are as the ulur;-ciust

Strewens by the hand of God.™

W Cluster of stars in a winter sky . 5.
shadows of dusk drifting into night . < .
shinnmer of snow in the starlight, on Geld
and voadway and roof . . . glow of lighted
windows patterning the darkness . . . and
distant chimes trembling through the

wtillneqs.

v Christmustide , . . and the New Year
beckoning . . . a fitting season for quiet
thought and thankfulness. '

W For peaceful days and quict nights. ..
for homes secure and the laughter of little
children . . . for food enough and to épare
« «.« for the right to live as frec men live . ...

Let us be grateful.

w For the hount

of the hurvest gath-

ered in .. . for the fertility of our ficlds . ..
for the rich resources of mine and forest

and waterwa
——strength of thiy, our Canada ...

v « « for the glorious

i

Let us give thanks.

+ Of all we have endured . . . the sucri-
fices we have made . . . of unaccustomed
‘task und sterner effort . . . and of our
high resolve thut freedom shall forever

live ...

T

Let us be pnu.t;f.

+ In all weshall endeavour ... in all we
must achieve . . . in journey through the
darker days that come before the dawn
« « » in our unshaken faith in victory .. .

Let us be unafraid.

T oy Nigh 3
Star led

=

n two thousand years ago, &
Wise Men to the manger-

throne at Bethlehem, there to hail the
advent of the Prince of Peace. 5o may
the steadfast stars inspire us to mightier

effort and to
evil may be ovgrthrown and that the
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greater sacrifice . . . that

day may swiftly dawn

“When war is not, and hate is dead, .
When nations shgll in ponsort tread
The quiet yways of pedce . . "’
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