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Most Of Those At Christmas
. Have No Connection’
With It

| the Chinese

j}n O 2 "’ Lancburta

e =iy syt e SR

1 VAT back, writes
I Lance Colam, that | was in Mukden

during the ChrisTmas season,  Man-
churia, or Manchukuo as it is now called,
is not my idea of the best place tu spend
the festive season, although it certainly
provided me with one of J_h,n;,__rst'r.'u‘ni.{{-ﬂt
Christmas Davs that I- have vet spent.

In the davs of which T tell the count®y
wis still nominally under the gontrol of
Gavernment.  In actual fact
it was governed by a bandit chiel—they
were commonly known as war lords—who
taok orders from no one, and maintained
his position amd power h} "ih-l'.'l"I' t'urcr and
repression.

This bandit chiel was Marshal Chang.

The profession of war lord i a decaying
one in China, but a few years back huge
areas of the country knew no other form
of rule. .

The population of Manchukuo today
appear_ta-be no more happy than they
were: in the days. of-—-Marshal Chang,
which are already being remembered as
though they belonged to a past Utopia.

Machine-Gun Welcome

happencd some

OU'LL b giving presents this Christ-
mas. Your house will be decked
with holly and mistletoe, there'll be

a Christmas tree,
hanging up their stockings. Mayhe you'll
go to church.

Of all these custenes, erby—ie=has-ane

That

real connection W’ll_l'_h Christmas,
probably

is the last-mentioned - - andd
~Aeast _observed. Exchangng presents

and the kids will be}

winter it is bitterly cold and wind-swept.

[n the summer it is exceedingly hot.
There were few town improvements, as

. belongs properly to the New Year.
Christnias trees existed long before Chris-
tianity. Anl okl Santa Claus 15 fuile
out of place at Christmas.  Hs date -
St. Nicholas EEve—is really December b.

In certain countrics New Year is still
the gift season. as it was in the carliest
days of Kome.

The Romans generally gave fgs,and
dates covered  with  gold  leal, aecon-
paniet] by money  with which
statues of the gols. . Mistletoe has really
no Christias significance, for ju was the

~ Druicls’ New  Year” gift—cut  from the

-le trees with a gulden knife to the

ﬁcuplt:_._ v .

by

Caulious Queen

oy

Down through the ages, from B.C. to
A.D., New Year remajned the time for
gifts. Christmas presents were still un-
known in the time of Henry HI, but New
Year predents wernen't,  In fact, that
monarch extortal New Year gifts from
his subjects as his right: Queen Eliza-
beth depended- on New Year gifts for her
magnificent warnirobe—and it 15 recorded
that she took gl care not to give too
much back.

Pins and gloves were the most popular
presents. At the emd of the fifteenth
century, women were still using wooden
skewers, aml welcomed an “expensive”
present of pins. Olhien they received in-
stead money to buy the pins themselves
—which the “pin-
money."”

Raverss 1= exXpiression

Origin_Of Trees

Christimas troes  were mtrmhu-:tl tutu

England from Germany nat so long ago
—but for their true origin one must go
back to amcient Egyvpt, where palm trees
put forth a showt, uw:"r;n.' monith amlpege
of festive signilicance at the end of the
yvear, because they boeiwelve shoots,
representing twelwe months,  New Year
again, you see. - s EER R
“Whether or it that  giving
presents to chillren on December 3, 1
recognition of the kinmdly St Nicholas,
the festivities of Christuas, aml the ex-
change of gifts at New Year, became too
expensive as imdividaal customs, the fact
renuiing that phiddually they all became
lumpet] together on Chrstmas Day,
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Christmas Time

Savers

effective way o cut
rub it on a suet

A quiek anid
candied pecl Iz
grater, ?

To blanch almonds, plnun thom in

Liy

. a pan of cold water, bring.slowly to |},
the boil, then drop imniediately-into |

cold water, If this method is adopted
the skins can be removed by rubbing
the almonds between the fingers.

i

This little one has awnkened a trifle too early,
of tired boredom will pass like 3
- gm:d Father Christmas has left [n-r her;—_

that expression
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Western civilization understamds the word.,
aarshal Chiang governed with a firm
and drastic hand. © But he bl eonsider-
able popularity with the poor amd with
childlren, of whem he was vemsTond,
foreigin L conumunity’, which ranged from
a newspaper correspondent o g nnxture!
of  American sty
erinited from the Mididle West,

A few davs belore Lhrhtmh Wi
regeived an Gavikation to a party to De
wiven by the Marshal on C hristmas Day.
It was an honor, regarded as g comng vl

PSSO NS TS,

Fvervone went,

Wrapped upto- the LLLth for it” was
frecengly cold, we drove out to the Mar-
<hal’s home, which lay about a mile out-
side Mukden, AMotor-cars were out of tln_-
for the roads or tracks were
biguaidd md  which  had  become  Trozen,
The little carriages in which we trav-
elled heavéd and rocked like cockle boats
in a rough sea. To make our progress
mure unpleasant’ we found that the Mar-
shial had made his road prool against any
possible form of rapid transport.
last half mile before we reached his gates

had been trenched in zig-zap fashion every
t]‘urt'_l. sards,  CSometimes | one of the
wheelswonld slip inta the side of a trench,
and we had to get out and heave.

questwon,

After a very slow progress™we arrived

ever defecta Marshal Chang may

|
e
|was also on [riendly ters with. the, small -

rers

{ them,

The |

]

at the entrance gate of the estate, [t was
surrounded by a ten-foot stone wall, ‘on
the top of which ran_glectrified  wires.
At night - time. p:m-. il searchlights
played along these wires, amd woe betide
anyone who tried to climb over. There
were constant puards “‘. the sentry boxes,
with  machine-puns trained  along  the
witlls, ; '

Just to show thal keeping
careful watech the goards would, at atter-
fire off their machine-gun.

Whispering for Tips

At the entrance gates wi were stopped
by an armed guard, who carcfully saw
that we were all correct.  This-was fairly
obvious, for as a protection we had been
given a small mounted armed guard of
eight soldiers who had aceompanied the
party from Mukden.

On arrival we all .mnrr:rmn-cl very
much the glasses of hot toddy, maele-with
the hest Scotch whisky, ' '

We were then shown into a large room
where we were introduced to the Marshal
ane hia rather considérable family. What-

have

.
+#Fa " » £ AN

they were

vals,

i-.- [t = T

was feeling quite

poor e
kindly; soon everyone
at home,

. CHRISTMAS YAWNING
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In o =hort time g servant came i to

sy dhinner was served.

in 2 childish anxiety not to miss Santa Chius.
v flash whén her oyes see what thu

Woe all wen mn.l

merchant for a dogen bottles of everything
anclwded in his |Jri.4:1.--li:-l-' There were
champagne and  cider.  Vodka bottles
stoodd ndxt te Halian vermouth,  Beer
had not -heen forgotten, and many popular
bramds were privided., [ have never
aren such aleoholic lavishness, although

g B o B L g T 5 '-_.---. -
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aipart from one or twao Germpans who weee
present, it appreciated  as it
Illlj.,l'}l have been by MOre Kenerous tlrinkers
On the whole we were a vu} sabwer lot,

ang none of the missinnaricy forgo} him-

wits ol

sell.
'I{yru.nt'ﬂ Day OR

The Marshal himself nte little, Dt
drank cunai:lur.thh .mmunl of very
wweet champagne, which he ‘earried very
well, for it seemed. to have no effect on
him. He remained all throongh dinner
urbane and kindly. The atmosphere was
very happy, and the children, who had at
first heen a little scared, soon lost their
reserve.’

By the time they reached the cracker
pulling stage they found the Marshal to be
the kindest old gentleman they had ever

Origin of
Grecting
SGaros

Less Than-.a Century Ago
They Replaced Long
' Letters

't

HE greatest volume of  Christnos

met, They all chose him to pull Erackers

iuuntl mvsell wondering flml. i.r.

tyrant whn would order 1.h-:- mussicre of
hundreds without a-thought in order (o

T E—

mail  consists

L nl  pgreeting  cards
e e e iy

LS 15"

CHRISTMAS CAKES — Our usual ngh Quﬂllt}"
(,,ﬂkm lced or Uniced, per Ib,
PLEASE ORDER 2 EARLY

GRIRIAIT
{‘ﬂﬂthH — _ FANCY ﬂﬁHING

And for the Finest and Most Wholesome DBread, vou rannnt
beat M ACDONALI'S BREAD—It’s Baked in Acton, too

GRCAVCAYR '

MééDoflald’s:_ Bakery

Acton, Ontario © - Phone 100 - Regular _I}eliver}'
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rapidly increasing.  FEvery year cand
dhesigns become more varied and colorful,
and statinnersseverywhere report bigee
s bes. :
Yet it is less than-a century since the
first Chrstmas cards made their appe
ance in Fnglhind. I

In days pone by it used to be o general
custom to write long. letters to” all one’s
fricnds and aequaintances at ChristmS2
time,  Peaple whe never met each othes

Ilowever,
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The meal comtinue] tor over an hour,

another aelpomming reom w hvr-. there was e miost ”f us were feeling very satis fied

-y ,.-.“1.|:| ariny of Chinese ...1-1.,."[-\. ter woail | Fwsth with 'f_ hristonas angd w Lti: il

Iad evidently Twen coare-

for on every

Thev
Lrained,

T TES
fullv
theyv would whisper in one's var,
happan
vreeting thev espected a o Li e “-Irr!
Dishes of Mystery

The tmenn was a strangelv v wrie] o,
T consisted of l.hl' h}i'[u'nil’IL lhaht-

Mushroom aml Crab Soup,

Sharks’ Fins.

Garouba Fish,

Chicken—1hick—Turkey.

Bambuwws aned Podco Soodles,

Plum udding.

ahil occasion
“THappas
Fowr

Chismas, Chisma=""

In atddition the:table was coverer with | the yonngsters,
i

of small dishes  contaiming

of food, -

it variety
strangd  assortmoent

rddoes to. imguire what  such dEhﬂ- iare.

amdl  pessibly
Squeamish-

them,
ur leave li:u:*m alone,

You cither eat

this -

"children but
*himselup-astather Ghrstroas—y He died
Cthis cheerfully,
-|;..,11!_mu for

T Christmas | am sure the Moarshal would |
Thave wuon,
| personificd geniality,

He started to give ont the presents (o
Just as he was beginning

ear.
like ' minutes.

The

the orpainal room., servants durings

Cow abeenee had broaght oo large Chiest -

mias tree which bid Boen Lo op with many

Veolored camdles, and Lalen with numerons

sofhiimgeg  woneld the

that

Preseils, Tmatisly

our” host should dress
aned haed there |1:..L|| oo -
i f_h.uupum Chinese Father

He”

beamed  radiantly, ancd

o the older people a1 servant mme anto

It never ; the room amd whispee rul-'.': message nto his

He asked to be escused for a few
On his return he carried on as
' helore amd we all were delighted with the

I
ness is not encouraged at a Chinese, din ! taste and generosity he had shown n' the

ner party. -

possible selection, amd  Marshal Chang

nuist h.uu sent an_ order lu s
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DICKENS' .
CHRISTMAS'
CAROL

“AMamy merry Christmases, friend- ||
Uships, great accumulation of cheet- ||
ful recollections, atfection on earth,
] anpl Heavensat last for all of us

i =

[iv J:‘lhall Forster, IS4G, ,
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wrist-watch. :
“The evening -soon passed,
when we

and the time
resolved to start om the
L junrney Hut before we actually
et the Mareshal had prepared one more
As we went. out of the {front
door he must have given some signal, lor
every side there showered' into  the
clear winter sky” a magnificent’ riltipL1*'~ of
ffeworks :

Catflle
b,

SUrPrise.

O

—Charles ["hu_Lt_-lh M el

Al d

1:1,‘" fromi Bhe Marshal we went back anto

fronr—ome years—eid -—to—another—woul

exchange at least o dozen pages of greet.
ing a-few days before the 26th, and this
let ter-writing ol ten occnpned several weeks

| D

First to Publish

The credit for inventing the time-saving
card goes to a Hiroangham artist named
Woilliaaem AL wher Liter brecomue
mesiher of the Royal Acdemy,

1 doshwson, a
In 1544
e designed piunted  with rich
r--.rnl:uli.l:i.lli.; i :-i||irjl'. ol f.‘l‘lriul
mas.  In the followmg year he had s
little masterpiece lithographed and  seni
copies to somy ol his friends.

OUther eliimiants  for

a card,

colors,

the mvention ol

farmons Civil Servant, atdd the Rew, “r’. k..
Bradiey, a clergyman amd author who
lived in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 1t is said,
however, that both took the
idea from Dobson's original -.':;lr':rl which
had been shown to theo.

If Sir Heonry didd not actually prodoce
he was at any rate the
ter publish  them.  Several
ol the day  were
invited to subnot designs el by 1H4AK
in the

Lhese en

the evarliest card,
first  prorson
wesll-known  artists

carils o sanle shaps, These
cost 25 cents each,

than whterwards  the
hiawl widespread | pop-

A seore of publishers in London,

Wrre”

l.esis (e wers

nesvielty acjuired
r

|||.'|F'll".

gl olher cilies  were

Ielinborrgh, [ares

ducing  quites a0 witde varnety ol peend

tloesigEns,
. Sentimental Victorians

The Chreistmas cards that appeared in
The sixties and seventies of last century
sentiunental character,
rather like the popular Valentines of the
But the year 1805, or-there-
they hied reached a high degree
af gmernit and  the
ppunite ontstaneling exa piprhes of the printers’
art, .

Sone L awo it beeame fashionable o
codlect Chostonees cared dlesigns that had
the: Cereat- War, -
cullection ever put -

were ol o rather
-
sannie periesd.
abmouts,
better varichies weTe

E

bezen |:||:'m|.Ht'IH] biesfesree

Porhaps the Largest
Jropether was COTNITININg fewer
thim  TGSINK) thiflerent This

| wats hosed in' seventy thick foolscap vol-

FIrE™ R

Wilr el s,

wenies !

The first 23 cent card published by Sir
1Tenry Cole still has & high value among
~ and " genujne
specimen  fetches much
23 or £300.- But the reprints that
woere issued  miuch  later have value,
ar all.

Seaaahable
Sentlment

prosciut-clay” eollectors,

hand -colured s
s

iy

My own present Trulllr
The drigks appeared to comprise every him was 100 Corona cigars, and a E'J'di

While rich men sigh and poor JIEI.H_":H_'
fret, "
Dear me!
yet®

We can’t-apare Christmas

-—-Edward 8. Martlo,
Cliristmas. 1898,

Christmas cards were Sir Henry Cole—a——mF

LAy 4y 42 dy ar dY 4]

Merry Chrlstmas !

That's why wise old Santa Claus often chovoses for the
mast appreciated gift to the Family, a Fnrmly Income Policy,
so that all future Christmases mm:-r be just as happy as this
one. .

If you are sparcd you will enjoy the income yourself in
lnter years. It's truly the Gift That Keeps on Giving. Let.us

téll you about it and we'll gladly have the policy ready for
Christmas presentation, Ask us about Children's Thrift

Policies 'to start them_right in lLife.

We Can Give You Insurance Service l'or Every Need
FRIRVEDR,

L. WRIGHT

F.
GENERAIL INSURANCE

TO ONE AND ALL A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

- —— =

"J.J i

We Can't Put a New Autnnmhile on Your Christmas Tree
But You Can Have thé Keys Hung There for a New

¢ Ford- Mercury-hncolnlephyr_ ;

We Ngw Have a Car to Suait Every Need and Every Pocketbesk

L}
o

From $900 to $1082—For the Ford V8
From-$122]1 (o $1275—For the New Mercury
From $2100 lo H-'iﬁﬂ—For the Lincoln Zephyr

All Pricts Are the Compleie Figures Delivered In Acton—iLicense Incinded |

CRCAYRIEE |

19 MODELS — ¢ DIFFERENT COLORS IN PASSENGER CARS

1 MODELS OF COMMERCIAL CARS AND TRUCKS
l!u'tulrm 15 Tlnhlm—{hhﬂrnm
ﬂm“’iﬂlﬂﬂrﬂut}wrﬂtﬂe“ﬂlﬁhrﬂlﬂﬂu

Gennine Ford Batitery Overcomes Hard BSiarting
B A Gl.nﬂnr and 'Dll for an- Siarts in Ceid Weathes

| UTIRNIBIE *

NORTON MOTORS

FH{}N E 69
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