THE ACTON FREE PRESS

Ehr Free ﬁrﬂm ﬁhnrt E'Iurn

By Froderick Nall

ONCEALED by the gathering

~ duak and by the thicket In whioh

. e crouched, the man was keop-

" ing & vigil of cautious waiting upog the

dutakirta ‘of the camp when a figure In

Mt appearcd, coming duwn “the ‘newly-
made trail,

" “Howdy, son,” he called m.ﬂ-h' -

The young man stopped.

*I preckon you're one o Cap' Zach-
wll's mﬂ "

'“‘h"ﬂh I be” B

I'Enq'l-' Allm Davit?™

“Sure, 1 know him" |

“Whan you go in, jus' hand him this,
will you?” The man lifted a guiny sack.

~And,” hn n-tﬂ.-t!'d munll}'. “fobody better
not ace you" i -

"What 1s 1tP"

“Someun I toki him I'd ult fur h.l.m
'3 all right.” - The assurance wh Bus-
picioualy positive; the rﬂunu' man con-
aidered & moment.

“Dont guess I'll take K" he aald,
and walked on bhriskly down the tradl

Presently the whistle of another young
man was heard. . The older man atudied
the face in the light of the rising moon
mod lot the young fellow pass without

| T.hu Tree Tl‘;t.]ji'-ll]t‘r.uf l"lﬁglim*k Bidgﬂ
s _

“I didn't bring sny boorme Into campy,
sir,” Ward atared at the n.u;pt.nin:. "
Suddeply he remembered and his right-
eaus indignation went out of him Uke the
alr from a punctured tire,

“I.don't know, air,” he nm:muumd bl |
~ maybe—perhaps I did.” :
You think perhaps you did?" )

“Yea, alr,”

"How waa ILP"

Ward told the alory as well ma
could without giving names,

“And the man who g-nn;r
anck?"”

“T don't know

“You don't?"

“No, alr.”

“Would you know his face?"

“I—yes, 1 belteve I wuut-d._"

“You don't need to lell me who gol
the liguor. Slim Duvit 1a in the hospital
Aith & fractured tibia,. Two other men
could not po o work- this moming, Now,
who got the money for this liquor?™

1 don't know, air,” = '

“You dikdn't get any?”

“*No, .'f.ir, I I‘..uld you—I didn't even
know . wis Uquor. That s—*

he

yvou  this

his nane, sir.”

| thom—terribly.

Lae.

Wthel's ;nmr was of course nONsNSS,
Mr. Fiint was Just talking and Dlanche
woulil~huve work for a woek .at loast.
HThe partT-was-not  notnsense that  bils
people misasd “him,
Juat “now the whaola
affodr wous nusle [he warse By this lust
reprimand that he felt to be Caplain
Zuch's Injuatice. Suppose he jusl walk-
od offf What could. be done about it?
Thiz wna not llke the army, no geltlng
urrestod for desertion. The other. oflic-
oy could not atop him If he th-ul. o the
captain and sald i wua golng 1o leave,
Enpynue he sald nothing, what then?

“TAL wt onee o plan came W Wi Nextb
day, after noon moss, he, could lose hila
sguad and -croes  the _ridge voto  Iladr

County, . ;L wiks ot more than a domn
itles. At the litle station’ of Gunther &-
relght wis due about midnight, He
cvkd jump that freight and to-mortow
Jbe home! e would say—heth, sce” how
tLIl lils |u:u|,:-h* were alid come back. e
ought to see hils molher; ahe was. slok,

What could he say, or de?
him a mgmu of days' pay.  The vislon
wia all as sttractive and alluring as are
most thinga we wish very much to do. -

At nine v'clock next oventrig, Ward
wia losl; thw sky was threulening., He
stopped Lo ask his way at o lonely cabin
—the only lght he had seen In the past
half hour—and stared In amazement at
the roam into which he wus invited, On
the fMoor were Navajo bDlankets and Or-
lental rugs—which he did not recogniee
ua such; before Lhe open fire was drawn
a low, cushioned morris chalr. ~ Two
walls were lined with bouks, and on the
other two hung several paintings and
etehings. The middie-sged man who re-
veived Ward waa roughly dreased, but his
apeach wua not that of the mountaineer,

ar “thaut he misyd |

What would Cupdnin Znch say o him? ;
Perhups dock [
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CUT CORMERS v.
Ea RAIN CAN DRAIN OUT,

Buutr m-nh for betber_

One can grow de luxe grapos o home
vities by Lhe simple expodient of provid-
g ench bunch with i "ht-uul‘..yt muosk,"”
Sinee beauly musks for grapes are aslin-
Yy papeer bags, this method of umwlugi
betler grapes 18 cnlled hnm:l.t

To give your grapes o Denuty treoal-
ment, cover saclh full bunely willy a paper
bag tisd ot the top, as llustrated in
this week's Garden-Qraph,. This "bewuty®
musk®™ will protect the frui. from bicds
wndd Inseots, and will permit it o cevelop
inte Ml slze withoul blemlsan.

| what thing wuas ahoving us down,

Ih-—-..--—-._ el

E'l'.iﬂll.ﬂ. RD EQU II'HEH'I’

the billbmrds annuonoss the price of &
cortain wutomoblle as being P O, D,
Windseor, with ‘standard equipment, ‘in-
cluding salda tux, This peaadmistio view

In some degree of _severity s lkely to
stay with us. It ta standard equipment,
That term has meant during the course
of the aulomoblle's dﬂﬂﬂlunmmt an In-
rwn.nmu mlm’hur of things. s

It is o flting term, to apply o Laxes.
Docade by decads, taxes have meanl an
Increasing number of things. Although
‘Nt such oeasing additions to our ecun-

L umy aa the sell starter, the horn and

ihe spare time, new formus of laxea have
beaty loaded through siccesslve admin-
istrations upon that hard-driven vehicls,
the taxpayer., The sales tax has proved
fgelf - to be, from the tax
stindpeint, one of the least™ phainful

| forms of taxalion, Like the tremendoualy

heavy, yol unseen burden of the atmoa-
phere, the anles tax presses down every-
where upon o largely unaware populace.
Weo have become economicly astogped
and pound-ahouldered without knowing
It
Injuraa no Individual or group sutficlent-
ly ol any partlicular time to Incite to
mebellion, yet ita long term effect un the
goneral business of the countiry is disas-
Lrous, We eat leas, wear poorer clothes
huve less fun, becnuse of Lthe sales Lax.
Aud o further gloomy thought is that
udvertisements are becoming so honest
that this one 13 probably right—Tha
Printed Word. N

k-

Agaln e healtated. .

L]

the same  requeat. Finally number thires
" took the sack and the man disappeared
into the undergrowth. '

The boy did not carry the sack far.
His pace alackened; presently he sal
down on a log, felt the contents, an
oddly shaped package wrapped in puper.
and nodded to himsel! sagaciously. At
that moment, hearing the buglea of Camp
Kentan sound taps, e rose, then sal
down again and waited. In a few
moements a fourth young man came hur-
rying down the trall and number three
hatled him.

“Hello, Ward, ﬁt“- prnlft:,' late, aren't

eru?“
"*Well they can't moren flne me.”

something that mﬂd-.- me think maype it
tmght be. "t

“But you did not report ft?"

*No, sir.” - a

"You know thuml we don't allow liguor
ny this camp?*’

“Yea, sir. I do know that, air.”

The eaptain looked at him fixedly.

Slim will lose hnlf o monthy's pay, if
not more, and he's been fined. Two
othier nien are fined and will lose time,
You could have saved Lthe whole trouble
if you'd let that sack alone, or I you
had reported 6. I'm not doubting your
word . ust ':r-.:u didnt know what it held
“othough you will ndmit that that sounds
a bit fAahy; but you have certainly been

“No—an—they wnn't do that. When
you gel In. Just ast this down by SHm
Davit's cot, will you?" :
—— Ward Lutas looked at the sack. Ti Tha
Imu!thaburvhuhﬂditmfmﬂﬂu
huthﬁhll:lrmtrﬂludumuhlﬂlm
the names of his more than two hundred
camp mates. The request ascemsd an odd
O, ¥
“Why dl.'l!ll'; j'ml lulu it DJ,? * demanded
Ward. :
“He jsn't in my barrack.” :
T What you gol? “Whiere did " you get
1
“A man gave it t-:n me. Sang, I recknn.
that Slim's bought tg send home.”
“"What “sang” might be Ward had no
idea, and he hesitated W confess his
ignorance. He was wvaguely suspicibus,
He did not know this oy who stoogd
walting, sack in hand., and yet he did

know Slim — ensy-going, Arrepponsidle,’

friendly” with everyune, Slm would do'

anything for him. Why then should hel brought a swilt,

Lesitate?
“Qlve it here,” abrupuly
Ward and started off,

complaint of you so far; you've had a
good record; I won't e hard on you.
But, {f I fine you- threo dollars--do—you
think you can keep your wita about you
and not get into another scrape like
this?* The captain paused and then
added: “That'as all” '

Wilhwout a word, Wnrd_ﬁ't.umnd
walked out. .

The captain sighed ns he looked after
hiny. *He took no pleasiire in belng severe
mid yet he dared not be lenlent. These
twa hundred young men hnd been trust-
ed to him by thelr parents and their
country, anid he .was expected Lo care for
them, His last outiit had completed
thedr six months with an average in-
erease in welght 0T fiffeen pounds o man:
that was good but other resulls were
mure important, They must not acqulire
ﬂlpml_m “habits. A -whill of wood smoke
Jdrom the little stove , in the comer
vivid memory. Five

and

consented .

months ago, In the Sierras, with a
thousand boys Uke these, he had been
Nghtung a thirty-five thousand acre forvst

Inaide the.- barrack, groping his  way ), firc on & hundred ‘mile front. That had

toward his own cot,
that of 8lim, who instantly sat up.

“Hellp,” whispered Slim.

“Hello,"” Ward answered. Clna of t,hu
huj'a gave me this for you."

“Oh! Yeahl! Thank you. Good boy."
8lm reached outl and took it. He anmck-

ed his lips, and In a flash Ward realised

e alopped “eskde

bedn xom@&thing worth while and such
demands brought out the best in men.

A domen stepe from the captain’s door,
Ward turmned sharply at a remembered
volce that called cheerfully: \ i
- “Hello. th bawled out, did ;mu”'”
| The_question was asked by the hoy who
had glven Wanrd the sack the night be.

B — ha—sild | Ward -aat-dowTs—stil-starii

fumb about this thing. There'a been no | What pay are—you—boys—petbing

| Kb was prelty thick that night,"

“Have—a—seat?'—He—muottormed—ord 57 Bugs from Un giocory store will

A realiatio Hll-"m'tlu_n'mnt ourrently on

wokknowledyes that though budgela -may
eoine and budgeta may go, the salea lax |

collector'a |

Tulkutive Btranger—How  would you
feel If you hoad o heall of hair that wuaa
rupidly turning grey? |\

Y B

baald,

Cun
lekly soveral Umes running? T r]r, Lo

e liow clever you are.

- @ For ten l:!nll and the
nurlt, from an
" & Baglnnes's
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THAT'S DIFFERENT

Man with His Habt On-—1'd feel grand.
Tulkutlve Stranger--What! Are you

his hat offy—Buo;, I'm |,

i

Man claking

TONGUE-TWISTERSN

yii suy Lthese senlences  very

Mrs. Minnie's Mouse's ‘mouthh muifTler.
Bolhh sabt on aeven sets of chiufon,

A finndeky lgnorunt inky Indian.

A wish-washy wizard's ship.

e —

utt srime momenlous
concluding, sald:

P

- S L L

MISTAKEN IDENTITY

A public oiTicial wug making o spoech
gueation, und, in

“In the words of Dunlel Websatar, who

wrile Wie dictlonary, "(ive me llberly of
give me deathor o

(e of he colleagues pulled at his

coat, und whispered, "Dunlel Webater did™
nol write the dicbtlonary;

it was Noah*

“Noah nothing,” replied the aspeaker,

“Noah bullt the aek."

THE REANON

“A naturulist says in this book thas

| il huswe no Ineans of coonmunication.”

“"Huli! 8o thut's why they bDover e~ -

apaniad to the nilse [ drop Ltheng.”*

amiled gendully, “you've
muude a pretty bad go of it. Qunther 18
il of alx miles away: to find it Lo-
night you would need p gulde, and that
frelght you spesak of has been luken ofl a

“Well," e

be ted secursly and the W tbgm -cormers

week,  There's nothing else for iL" He
jauised o Msten o o roll of thunder.
"Youll have to pul in the night with
me. " ' .
Nothiing else was left for Ward o do, |
aid he wys grateful 1II'ur the hua]rlm.llt.}"
Illf{‘l‘tii Ium
“Youmn one
Coump Kenton?™
“Yes, alr*
"1 knew Zachwell In France, some |
fwenty years ago; o mighty goosd man,

of  Faweh's Iy 5 I'r.llll

'n.-p: lied . podeds  provide

stfpped off st cnonghy U allow  any
sain water thoat may seep Into Che Deag

o dralin wWwiny. \,_L

——— e i e .

THINIDAD'S LOVELY
ROADS AHE DUSTLESS

—— E—

well-olled

mulles of 7}

1w Ehuu.-.nm.l

cursions under archways of bambaop and
through miles of sugir cang, cooon fHali-
tatlons and virgin lforests, Inlerscersed.
with glimpwes of Lhe primitive su' plc-
varesque habltations of the natve folk,

fascinnding ox- .

"Thirty dollars & month: five to ws—

e reat sent home.™

+——Wea—mild- have-home-allotmereta—teo—t

B

Fead you wel?™
“Yes, sir.”

"How are ,mur hlmln?'
“Fine.” . '
"And the men?" ; f
*Well—all kinds, ™

- His -host laughed.
*That, nt”ﬁmmf*, adds *o Lthe inlerest.
But you've got it soft—no offence—I'm

T Thus the visitor s lured along country

Rlud of it. You don't have to kill or
Fate, nnd nobody Is trying to kill you; no
Lox barrages, no airplanes, no gas at- |
tiacks. And then no drilllng in the mud
and no saluting anybody. I don't know |

much, but it dikd, You are fghting no
feald, greal enemy—nature,” x

The host asked a score of qumﬂan
none personal,. Ward answersd  freely,
and preseatly, “quite at case, was asking
questions of his own. The man’s name, |
he learned, was Ketth Balterson, and he
had come here to write a book,  -He had
been oversias with the Thlrt}r-lthlrd: Divi-?
stom, and In ‘Uwe course of their talk he
told a few war-time ingidents, one of-a
man who, in the woods al nig night when It
"rained rain and other things,” had been
cleaning his weapon and. ahot hlmﬂeit in
Ahe leg “acckdentally.” -

Batterson admitted,.-"but, poor re:mw ,

why that should have Irked the bDoys so! -

"idea of going home had come to seem

lepd tw palm-fringed bayas
the blue walers

rouds tluat
wlhiers one ey lavse In

“of the Caribbenn or battle with the tum- |

bling surf of ‘the Atlantle.

“Lady" HNnera of the Canadian Na-
tional Steamahips sall - fortnightly [roin
Hallifax and Boston to a, dozen poris
en route through the Caribbein L
Trinidad, providing seven days ushore
there with hotel accommodation and |
menls Included In the Round Voyage
fure, nr'l:.iw 1nlw:-nmsr muy mnllnuf- the

voynge to Britksh Gulana, the terminus
of the route, withh (wo deys ashore,

“Mow should [ know?  Be Thankful he

cwis ere”

but Ward
et :

The cAaptain sakd nothing,
wis ot reprimanded or, questioned,
Taler hils e was remibiod.

off, with pay. In the Reecreation Hall, lm‘:
read and wrote, lelters—with o hﬂud.n.ﬂ‘lfd;
right tmnd:--"Hp was regarded, he found, |
ns somothing of a hern, The second d:w%
i letter came from Blanche, saying hia
mother was up and about again. His

silly,

P )
Four months later, Ward nnmrb-d one |

Tday In Captain Zach's office. T
“Its—this—way, " he explained; —-—"I‘d

whal the aack might confain. He waa
annoyed to~“be mixed up in any shady

=—==aflair, and yet, after all, IU wia Slim's

&Talr, not hisa. He m.-m an, between the

long rows of cota, until he found his:

own. There he undifessed, crawled into
his blankets and Iy ten minules was
,sound asleep, as little troubled by con-
science as by his healthy digestion,

In the bounty where their unit of the
Civilian Conservation Corpe was working,
! the Fedpral Government had recently
purchased,
‘mcre, & large tract of land s0 “pore” thal,

fore. ' He wanted to say: !
“¥ou are responsible for my fine, my
spolled” record o everything: and f
you're a man, you'll go in there and say
a0 o Captaln Zach, right now.” Instead
he looked straight at the other and

that shot didn't_help a bit; He got firat |
aid, but his ambulance train was w:-ccht-r.l
and—that was the end of him. "-'nu,
know, you can’t cushlon life, make It
easy and always safe, and you can't run

awny from it—it can run [aster than yuou

luﬁd on without a word. i
A home letter was warling for .him.

at less than two dollars an 2

as one mountaineer had sadd “Hit would

- DOL raise a Hght™ but
watershed ana as a Umber supply for
future ycvars. Its proper care would do
much W prevent sotl erslon, (oo, and

Ior several munils npow the boys of Caunp ~

valuable as a

Kentui had been at work under experts,

- making irails surnveviy  and 'hulh:lnw'

roads, policing and amproving  thetr -dwn
- Quarters  Much of this work lay some
miles frofs camp and at the end-ot-the
Tollowuge "day Wand and the otlwrs of
Jhis sguad wers st
lhc L'u-.-'h. w hieh Imd’ bruught
rhm RO T

are Wwanted.” and’
tain's ofTice | '

Them In

pointed e the cab-

Ward. ﬂﬁt‘fﬂ.‘} without thought of that_

which might uuan hiun The captaln
hookaed up from his deak. Invaluntariy
he fell. the vmeston of the salute which
Army regulations demand and the rules
of the Civillan Conservaton Corps do
i, and resdlved agwin not to b-ﬁ_‘prt-
Judwt-d by it

“YOuUr names?T Te aiked:

Ward had ﬂlu:ht the reflection of the

Army men m ai.':lﬂ'.u:r
prompily ;, T
“*Ward Luiirss, l.Ir" st 1o
“Drink, do you, Wﬂd?'"

' “m #H 1

L]

mmmmﬂ-

eajpung tlt'l'lnl'_tri_ If-;m,'_

cnlbed 1o 1‘[11\3- YL

e s " e U ———

He Ltrust it u.nuwnm,,,tl 1to  his bim:.st
pockel, and aflter mess went l:ner Lo UIE‘|
Recreation Hall  One of Lhr HOYS WS -
dmmmmu out a tune on the puwno, the
radio was bn:u.,:m., the volee of a fanivns
crooter, and no one  was  payving the .
slightest attentian W etther, He sat
dowy In A COrner. The hetler was fron
Ethel, s young sister  He had not read
a dozen lines before he, oo, was deal and
Sbhnd to all that was PeLRSIg ﬁl.'h]u't tim,

aiid I don't see why vofd can't come
_hnnw" Hlanche (s odder  sister
has her 3ob back again though maybe
st for a day or s, we don’t know.
I asked Mr. FlUnt if when YOl Caine
home he coukdn't give vou back your
Ao and e osaxd . o mavbe e
irade was somie betler Can’'t wou
e The -t
help . of course o1t would be only
wrnlyv-two now, he reflectegd:, bur 1
knoa Mother would like more mu.».-r
T Right now -\he.: wot a bad
vold - A fox ht"t‘l"i mn h-_'t:l wo daya
She koveps 5:31:1.5. "I hope Ward 1s
. ali right ™ "Ever since Myrtle Rann's
mother dred last YERr, i Keep think-
fur always.  Doa't worry, but—
Two pagés more followed) with “we

e rrEr———— - —

diirrs mErn

miss you ™ ‘rﬂ-urmu again and again
Ward had never been away from home

mmmmmm

mmmmmmm:nmi
as he made friends, :tud:-lnd Anto ’ 'the | thing mighty dumb.*
camp rouline and found mjurmmttn
'fm-hmmmmwmm but it all came back to him |

mrtimrmm Some of

" APTANE
Cclaimed,

: ilr,

" Dear Bud. We all miss™you aw el

S revently acqiuired for regular lovkouts

ST AR

twentynve -dollars will,

can. Better take It; on the chin if you
have to. Don't .you smell smoke?" he
asked suddenly. :

The question was an odd one to ask,
consdering where. . they  sat, but- Ward
up and foljowed- him out ‘the
dewr, &

“That's a forest fire!™ his
We must get busy.”

- - &

As the 2un mee through the murky
lokine Itke o red Chinese lanteri,
Captin Zachwe Il glusses 1w hand and
with Kei'h Battérson at hus elbow. stud:-
&1 the “termain” and realized that the
VICIary  wns  wod), The Was fowd
<A
n
uf

OUest

SHATY but

Dol eslablished,
elep e message,
TLCRs over rough oroads, and o sever
Adaurs . al. :.L.b-mrn ~Antensive - l"tuhl:..h:
{‘.mm Kenton's Arst .m,-mr. I’:rr lrm:l bmn
TriuMpRanty stampexd Taut :

hpk_t ke the o |11'.._

thunks o

v the spwding

doesnnt . i’

; miissd e frend

“It 1a the fmnr un.-em-rﬁ‘i the
ain, and then ;ddm “E e ky v
u"r tad nth"i.ﬂh'lﬂt" -

& -.!Idnt telephioge Qive
lar that soung Lrn:r L.rmrh'-‘ =
v Ward, - '
- TLlooks  pretiy
ﬂi;'l{ﬂln

| e

“NO wonder Hr ml.ut .hn.'l.e h:u; trm

L T
Were

the credi:
H S PP
| S

much :lll in." sl 0L

L deo that taw'miles in the tme he cid.
“snappiness” of Lh: five or six regular “coul he foined the Civillan Conservation  Then e was back nere and fighiing as..
and answered Corps, and during his first week he had | !f he had a'pbrsonal mad pn. :

The captain Jooked again.

"Well—you wesfe a

- "Wi-i#' }nun-:ll

. place for yourself there ™

“I remem- .
ber him. Two nights ago he did some-

thought, you know, of re-enLl.EUnm h‘ut.l
my slater has rtﬂuln.r work now and a|
man that I used to be with Bays he'll !

! glve me my uid Job back.”

“I'd take 1L The mpt.ain apoke mlt«h
decislon.  “This 1ife hasn't much more o
teach you. My advice is, go back to the
Jdfe_that you knav the hmr. and Mmike a

“Than you. sir, "That was what I
thought.”  Ward padked up his few be-
longings and at noon mess sald good-by

o his lru'n_l;:‘-:r'-,- He loved his home, he wps '’
thrilled at the thought of returning to It;

It-*;st q;‘x:

he ook his last, look at Camp
withh the tag !'l\:i:!.it aver It he

But s
H;*ntun

- reahized, as he never had brfure that he

w

Alsar foved his country., ' .

“Council 'Standard™
RIB-ROLL or
Tite-Lap Roofing ‘-

is being widely
used for houses,

‘_’l‘lu- doctar !,
Dedressaedd hils burns and gave him two dys

_._.'1_ s i- Hul e — _’l
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