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man tealde har with tantalixing
glansas. Her brown oY Dar-
har
charming mouth was quirksd with mdis-
chief, mmmmnwmuu re-
marks,

Joo Barbour admired the girl; yel the
aharp barhs of spesch had brought am-
barraared oolor flooding up into the roots
‘of his light &fown hair, “Ds yourself,
Jean!" he forosd himsslfl to say, laugh-
“Don't get me flustered In Lhe
midat of Lhis traffic”

“Olet out of thiz jam, Joo, Your
machine can go like o swallow, BwWoop
down the hill by thess cara, Let's go
placss, old slow poks. .

Joo eyed cn-coming cars and the
machines ahead of him. "“Borry, Jeas,
but we'rd doing all the law allowm now."

“You're so careful, you wot as if you
diin't dare,” sputtered Jeasloa.

Joe stirred uncomfortably. He chokied
back the impulse to anap out, as he said,
guistly, “I think I'd like to—scool, Joam.
But it up't mfe. And being a member
of the town's Law and Order Bacisly,
I need to be espacially careful. I1-—"

He gaaped and rooksd tmok In his seatl
aa.  wholly unxpectodly, his powerful
rondater Jemped forwanrd,  Instinotively
he acted. He swerved out Lo avold craah-
ing tho car ahesd, and with a clang of
clipping fendars, shot by a oar from Lhe
oppmaite direction. Nothing war lefl to
do, then, but get by the whole line of
cars. Ho had fo do it fast boonume other
o -were approaching. He
fool from the accelerator.-but’ the oar
spet on. Thmy :wmpﬁd down grade al
aixly miles un hour.
whistle ahrillasd. Joo whitensd; Jeasicn
laughed delightedly.

“Tum away from him, Joec,” abe cried.
“You an makes L

Joo fashed & glanoo at her thal almosl
mads her regrel n certmin act. Finding
the acoelsrator still down to the foor as
if stuok., he threw out the alutch and
began braking to & stop. Aa he did so,
hiz eyea ocaught the gas lever on his
steering wheel. It was far forward. No
wonder the oar had leaped nhnt'll

“NMow how did that happen?” he mut-
urad.nhnlhnwd iL back and then
swung bto the road side. Hahind them

the putt-putt of a motorcyole acunded |

ircreasingly loud, and presently a gray-
clad trooper manged alongalde.

Whal's the hig idea?” he snarled.
““Want to pile o dosen oars In a wreok?
Fork over your lloense.”

I ecan't underatand how this happen-
od, alfioer.” muurmed Joe, courteously,
though misarably. 1 never drive with
the lever, but somehow L got ahoved for-
ward., I thought the acceleralor waa
stuck. \I aped on lo aveld ah accident.”

“You speedera are alwnyn making up
s new ane,” chuckled the olflcer, grimly.

"But, ofTicer.” exclaimed Joambeu,
bhringing bher delightful amile into play,
“he: really b an oxecplonally careful
driver He—"

“Hr noarly ditched o oar back there,
young lady.” growled the trooper Bud-
denly he ooked up, a Hile contempla-
oualy, fromy the license he wWaa reading

“Are youu the secretary of that law and '’
Preacti l

arder soodstly In Campton? 8ol
one thing and practicr another, eh? 1l
ahow you up ™’ He acribbed In o form
and passed It over “"Fullow mw W the
fustice of the peace in the next village ™

He ahol ahrad, and Jog  follbwed.
downcast ali! miserable Jeaslcy eyed im
conadderably, milschier slill In the dark
eyes and i the cornemm of her mouth.
but a Uitle (rown of perplexity i the
middie of her [upelicad.

Ten minutes hter they sat in a liltle
cromaroads offlce. Before them wws &
grimled, lantern-jawed old man

ar the trooper gave [oaliimony.
the young maii'a posithon,
“Are you a law and order chap. as
the Wwooper aays?” snapped e Juslicd.
“Yed," aoknowhedged Joe.
~And then you engmee In this asart of
busineas?” aakl the man, sourly “Like
lots of reformers —surface obedienoe. bul
underireath el In Lhiry
call
“ut. Mr. Jusatioe
“Te wuanl (o blure
T e Sollais aind
bofal 7 oannpest tw aan
Jue wenl white  Hwen he
angvr. Jeasica stanel sl hiun wil
taln Iwopefulin. s» that (adwd as s
mmn bak ou' b DUMfold and counted
oul the e The Jualioe enidhrsed e
offence on e licetse ol Jul returined
it with sarcastic wuords :
"Why drin't vou  nghte

wiltlt W il

exciniTiig
s Lo s o 0k -ERELY,
fluasloesd with

o gl

L

e neiiiadisd

- Jeaaica. as ahe and ke belt

“What was the use Tiwy wuualdn't
1 could get o witireasces
to help. for the thing did wok bed. " I'm
sorTY—Iin more ways than one; basldes,
now Il have o resign my secretary-
ahip of the Law and Ocder Sociely ™
*Why in tlw workl??’ doemandst Jes-

“Omir sockely stands for careful driving
It wouldn't ook right for me to repre-

st it officially when I have this record .

againat me™
“Your -t:piml.hm ought

. them,” inaisted Jeaalon.

It didnt satisfy fustice ur uwp!r
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Jeaniea. “Hveryons mnuuu'.d.ﬂvl.nn
lawm. - Of course, If I'd realissd what
would come—" Bhe atoppad In dismay.
| "What do you mean?” demandad Joa,

Jeanlep glggied: her expriasion - Was
mischiovous. “Hold your - horsass, Joel
It whn'all o Joke. While T hleld your
attentiom, I reachead under tho whesl
and showd up thal gaa lever”

“Why, may I aak?" Jon nlmrly failed
o' balleve hiln ears.

“For n _jolon, To make your bealir
yourmsalf; to let youmslf go, for onoe."

“And you took & ohanoe of cauning an
nooident, pogaibly loas of life, for auch l.'
silly imipulsa?' Joo's temper fldmed, ".ﬁ.n:l
you'd wreck my record, my usefulness, '
for your iden of fun? I'm ashamed —
disgusted—" With a deaperats tﬂ.’nﬂr ho
regninmi sslf-control. Iis lipa clamped’
tight.

“I'va done 1t1" Jeaslon fovorsd him
with. that vivid, tantalizing amile Lthatl
usmmlly broughit an anawering amile o
his lUps. I vowed I'd make you loko
vour temper, somelimes, you image of
arlf-comtrol.”

Joo atared siralght Into her eyes; &
keemn, oonmdering, measuring glanhos,
then, agaln, he looked ahead, uwnawerlng
nothing. e had come from the olty
two yeara before to beoomo nasistant tell-

¢ "That will be batiar Lthan

er in the looul bank. Oddly anough, somo
thought, he wiathed to davelop his life
wark In a small town.

Hfted his !

Bashind them &

He had beem prompt In - forming o
ohureh conmecllon, friendly In meeting
poople, courteous always. He codd bo
Nrm without loeing his temper. Tn
Jemaion, whaofp temper ook Lo ltsell wings
an salight provocation, this had acemed a
fault. B felt he lnoked fre and foroo
to blow up: yet moro than once she had
soenn an iron will clamp down his self-
oontrol

Joo had been prompt o join WUwe lLaw
and Order Bociely, a group of thought-
ful ¢itisens who were inlerested In clear-
ing up certain unsatisfaotory loml non-
ditdons, and in promoting (he village
welfare. He had proven a  quiet but
farceful speaker and an wotive memdmer.
At tho last elsction he had become Lhe
snclety's seccretary, and (ta rouline
apoioreman.

When he lot Jeaskca out al her home,
~Jop extended his hand but his manner
waa distant and his voloe a little oool
as he sald, "I'm sorry 1 blew up, Jeas
Yoii sre--" he gased down the alreetl—
“1 omce kal my temper with dissatrous
remuita. 8Binee then I've fought for the
omtral you shatterest. I'll—Dbegin over.”

Josalow was left o proy to mixed feel-
ings. Bhw lnughed, recalling dus surprise,
thrilled to his instant skillfal meeting of
the situation, Aushed in anger at the
hamh treatment he had suffered, and
worried—for feuar thelr roal friendahigy Buud
sufTerod.

As the days posscd 1t really appoanpd
Ly hawe done so Joo ne longer dropped
armound In e old woay to plok her up for
n rice

Towu, Joo resigmed
The membera joked hilm, and many op-
prosed his sction, but Wil Barlow, Lhe

his mecretaryalilp.

 wiahed W cleas

Jessiom o

to aablsfly

preatdent, agreed Lhal Joe would be less
viluable an o sochty repoescentabllve 1o
heuringa before e coypell ownd atale
canuniasjons.  To Jeasica's furie anger,
hils resjgnation wald accepled. She Il.ml:lI
him. bol _Low luu., pul’
his fool down, arguing thal o misunder-
standing would agjll peraist [

This wasn the atatus of affalra whr:nl
thie matter of the Jocatlon of Blate High-
way Number Haventeernr beocmme asotlve.
Thuiy wonderful five-tmuck road, sweeplilyg
thwee entire length of the stale. was o
pass througlh Camptan That meant
Lusineas and proaperity The I:ru:tnﬂl'

with | people were for It, a0 was the Law and

wold blue eyes. who eyed Jor sarcastically | Order Soctety
mehading |

|

When Wie tentativw e was lald ouw®,
however, I wuaa diflt'(ﬂ"ll'l."l.'ﬂ that the
hwhway would sweep around a ourve
into the village Maln Btppel passing
through the middles of Fletcher'a Woods,
n gharlos staard of okl vak timber on
the oulakitis of wn  Certaln profit-
sy landerameras  otaide e villmge
LDiiits Daed munaged (o Inffuence this

P loealion

The objoertioma were two A LTty art-
Hemen! (3 beyond ‘b curve  Speediig
diivers  conaddertng  themsélvea In up
ey wouhl atrike The village withiout
warning almeat at o point where thw
barge [ownahlp scluwl wad wcated Tt
mwea il degiger Lo ehitldren cagecinlly In
i secund  plsay Fictchet's Wouds would
e wrethked

The Law amd Order Sociely deboled
w matier oty annd Daowvily H-m_..tlm
inlervdls oppused o prMeal over the loca-
Lt Protealing . might lead % reloca-
Loy o pass outakde the village SHanr
Lusinwss 31 any cost. Jor, on the other
hand., favored protesting. He continued
vulapoken aboul the mmtter. although
the bank president warned him mean-

i tngly, that his attitude Jvms ltcely to hurt

L b s Lnema

Finalllf' by & clse vole, the society
directed jta offhcers Lo appear before the
- State Highway Oommission I protest
The oficers sal with Juoe aixd l'nrknl
bup thelr srguments.

Don't almpdy knock."”
|u. substitule and back 1L up
l Dl}ﬂldnulmunudmrmem

urm-d “Odfer,

i n‘-l'id'-F-lll..I-‘r e ey

u
P
-

;..—-p-l'

1 --’:" st

= il

He went alone, Jeasioa wént, also, but
with friende. . 8hs saw him seal®d In a
dark ocorner. Bhs also spoltad & stats
Lrooper on dut:.r and moognised him™ aa
the man who had arrestsd Jos for -pnd
ing.

Jesales watchsd the prosssdings with
intersat, The thres men of the highway
commimion pat behind s long table, the'
gruff and seowling l:hlirm-n nl.rrs']
DuBois, in the pantre, .

The tima fm‘

Thoe hearing pmn-nudnd ﬂt.h-r
gatione- ware-hsard,
Campton Village, but the sooclsty offioers

'had not arrived, Jeasion ocould ssn Joo

looking about unemsily. Hhe saw the
atate Lrooper appmach him and speak.
Jon got up and came to her, *ee——..

“Joo,"” ahe urged, “If the others are
ale, you must spaalk.' o

“No use,” ho snid, o little bittarly, "I
smuaprct the olthers are simply delayed.
I've g phone oall now”

On taking up the recelver fa the booth
Lo whioh the tmoper led him, Joo heard
Fmﬂﬂmu, farlow'sn wvoloe, weak - and
warrsd. “Wo went Into the ditch an
the Falrview ourve, Jon; ac ahaken up
wo ean't onme on for w tHme., You must
take our plaoe.” _

vHorry,' ‘muld Joo. I can do you no
n-nrui Thuot alate trooper who wrreated
me s nebing an chalrman's alde.”

“Spenk, nll the same,” snld Harlow,
having our
lhwuring go by deafault.”

Joo returnmd o the hadl amnd uodded
Ly Jeantcn Lo ahow ho hind o aprak.

“I'ne mattar of the entrance of High-
way Sovelitesnn into Campton Village."
announced the chelrman. "The Law anbd
Ordrr Boclaly, represcnbed b}' ita preaid-
ont, Mr. Buarlow.”

S*Mr. Chairman” Joe moae o -hils feol,
“Mr. Barlow wid the other soclely or-
fcers were L an automobile thnt skid-
devl off the loy powvement ol Palrview,
Thoy um W ahaken to appear. Mr.
Hurlow requesta mo o speak for him, 1
am Jomaph Darbour, o n'r.mlnl..}r member.”

“The law nand Qrder Boclely? Mmi™
Ohwdrman DuBods atwdied him  discon-
certingly or o long moamont. “Wiwl sort
of frede ooganieation s hin?

Whent Jowe atarted Lo oxplain the pur-
puwxen of Lhe soclely, the chalrmau tiernesd
angd begnn talking to s praperty owmer.
Joo potisod.

“Cher ahondd,"” anarled the chodrmon, s
went o lelking. He beckommd the Lroop-
or and spolkcoe to him.

Joo tulked on, atrugyling o keep Iils
thoughta ordersd.

“Ho." aald Dullols] “"you am o member
aof this socloty thag stands for law and
order. Doen (L atand or obedience Lo
traiTic rulen? Yea? And do you?"

Jor Aualied. "1 do, sir,” hsa sald quist-
Iy,

“And you drive a car?”

“"Yew, alr.”

“"Lal nuw s your driver's llcense.

The obadrman grinmed. He turmed (it
uover phkli sead the sndorsement showing
the judgment and penulty for Jos's speed -
g

It would appour,” he remarked, with

' wink al tw apesctatorn that drew w

luugh, "that the Law and Order Socteby
wishea law ohastyvanon the part of
othverm than s own . I other
members, Mr, Barbour, make a practico
of brenking trafTic lnwe?"

Joo looked angry Hia hands elench-
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ed, Jeasion :tlud at him, hmlnntnd
fonrfl, i

With an nfl'ﬂ'rl'. viaible to everyane In
tha room, Joe grippsd himsslf- and an-
swarsd courtsowusly, “1 hope, Mr. Ohair-
man, that you will not Jlidge othears by
mnll-ll

The chairman asowlad. "“You oonsid-
er IL right to represenit them?"

“In an emergeney, yea. I may asy
that when this case wont agninal ma I
reaigned my ssoretaryahip in the asoiety.”

“Hul What was your dafenan In tha
rond Inoldent?” -

“"Ther car undar me and I
thought the aseelsrator stiek. 1 apend-
od an the beal way to avold trouble. Later
L disnoverad my gas lover, which I novar
i, wan ahoved for forsird.” - i
, "You unoomacloualy shoved It forward,
ah?"

“"No, alr”

CHow did it happen, then?®

Joo anw the tmp too Iate; ha was
enught.  Though he remalned onurtaous
In manner, therr wan un ominous hinnd -
nas I hils tones g e andd, T onnnol
explnin, air”

- "L ewdy, Mr, Chalrmanl” orind Jesslon,
I il L. 1 wan riding with bim.™

"Explaln,” he direcled ocurtly.

Joaslon glugled. "I wiahiod Lo ame If T
eertildd Mnke im lose Dis temper. He lins
windderful control, you  knew L—I
rodlicd  under e abtiering wheol and
shoved up the lover™

Lavigehter ripplad aa the chalrman wak -
odd, “DHdd hoe lose L7

"It gobt -allghtly misplivosd;”
Jrmalon. - .

1w apeobnliomn Bosand |

“Ihers appear W be a few oxBrnusting
ciroumatances,” anld Duliots, ""Now, Mr.
Harbour, you came Wb Cnmptom Village
frony the clty?" ;

“"Yra, slr.”  Jo
atnres], wmnesd

DMl vy Dk, In o0 AL of mpor -that
wid  your dofeqse -atrike and Injure o
rriend?”  Jorn raocked on hils Tesl,

“Thalt i true alr Alnn,
reannin for my fight for aslf-control.” He
wirnlghtennd up,  He staredd aguarsly into
Lhwe ecoltl bDhve opew. e amidbed, no oomn
contled know how much thal sunny smilo
ronl In nervons energy il voles mang.
“Hut [ submit sir, that It Ik
ronductl, mwl or presenit, thal Ia onn-
cornedd I il henringg IL s oo mstler of
Itfer wnd death to ehilkiren thnt I8 com-
mrmet.”’

“Cho mhend!l” snaped

Jor  begpun He atutnd
Instantly hnvlng Lo moet protests of
the property owiers ntereatad In the
originul location. Clearly and logically
he presented his coss, unflustersd under
fire. Heferring o o large scale -highway
map, he suggeated wun wlternate locutlon,
hoginning a mile outaids the village,

“Tiow ln up for this delegution,” snap-
nped DuBols. “"Thank you, Mr. Harbour,
for an able presentatlon of your—your
anciety’'a viewa.'

““Thank youl, str.” sald  Jiwe
amartimity to be heard

"By the wuy, Mr Harbour”
clhulrman: -and suddenly his nyen wore
no longer cold  “atép In wnd explain Gt
traiTic casaer {0 the eommisaloner of motor
vehicles or et the young lady do it. I've
lelophoned Dim you are coming "

The enmndanloner wua rondy for Lhen
Thwy hwi o very cheerful audicnee,
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mrack
Jor cumer Ul with 4 new lloonse card,

on whish -.ppnmd no record of his' of-
fanan,

“And Joe," urlad Jeamioa, as they lofl
tagether, "ynii wan on the highway mat-
m'u

“How oan you Imagine thatp"

“You knew “your faota, And you
showed by your eontrel that the matter
meant mors to you than any hurt foel-
Ings."

"aul, I don't men—" .

"Gonale! Damd knows Dulinla and gava
ma & pointer. In hearings, as soom as
he's eemvinosd, ho cheoks his memomn-
dum In n cortaln way. I saw him oheok
that {tem. ™

“Oomnr on, Jeas," oried Joe In the ald
Trimndly way., aa he awept lwr into his
roadater.  “Iol's go Dinces."
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"I plty your lonely, unhappy ata,

But alns, nlas, yoit've ooma too L.
' marriedd slrendy.  The molhier of /.
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