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A Night Clerk for the Alamansor

By DENNIS H, STOVALL
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ICHARD THURSTON was pol-
ishing the bottis-ahvived, plate-
glaxs mirror of the Dallyhoo

“when Howard Dugan thumped In from
hiz truck, shouldering = hoavy buckel-
ful of cracked loe,

“Greelings, 8ir Richard!” 1u-uur hail-
ed the husky buckel foter ns he opened
the box brhind the fountain to dump in
his load,

Hame W you, Howard,” Richard
geninlly reapanded, keeping right on
with his worf. Being only seven-thirly,
no customers were In the place; but he

- had been on duly ainoe seven. To lock
at him, on> would not have guessed Lhat

e used mast of this time, as he did

every morning, in scrubblng floor and
polizhing glazs. He wore a apollass white
jncket, whote lapels and- cuffs were edged
with gold braid. The name of the es-
tablishment was embroldered on the
slaevon In fantastio red sllk lettering.

Howard Dugan set his emptiad pall
on the floor and gave the nattily-attired
mirror-polisher & quizsxical stare,

“] can read your mind, Howard, just
Yike & book.” Richard Thurston remark-
od, “You're galng to give me another
invitation .to thmt Delphla Claxs parly.”

“You're a clever guesser,” commended
the joe man, "“Of course you're going?”

As Richard shook his head he Lurned
round end looked Into the big fellow's
- healthily bronerd fmoe. *“1 appreciale

invilaton, Howard, booauss 1 know
it's sincere. Bul T must Lell you, once
and for all. that I can't acoepd It You
know why, without my going into de-
tails—" He awept his arm In a gesture
that encompassrd the whole gaudy place.
“I'm & legniimsd vendor of—"

“Don’'t say I£!” Hownrd Dugan inler-
rupted. ralsing his hand.  “The Ballyhoo
tsn't a salnon. Neliher are Lhwe Blg Bad
Woll the Lioma" Dvn, the Last Round-up.
nor the Ouipol saloonk, cwen If Lthey do
roll liguor. They can't b saloons, for
didn't the repoallsia tell us in a clamar-
ing ohorus Lthat the aalooms wouldn’t
ocome badk?™ His ironle utterance
brought & amfle Lo young Thurslon's seri-
ous fealuren,

“But there's one Iimporiant muller you
ahould nod overlook.,” Richard qulictly
replied. I have a b here. I'm grote-
ful for the chance to carn cnough Lo
support my mother and sister--"

“Hurc!” Dugan grinned unge ratand-
ingly. “Just as I'm giad of the almnce
to drive an lee ruok. ™

“T mever drink a drop of the stull 1
mix and dizpense n the Ballyhoo, Buat
thir mwe pija Me overy Soturday night,
and that Menns sonoe thiing '™

“You don’l have 1o tell me thel, Diek.
Bul listen--7 Dugan's voloe Tell o o low
A LRIT o “II wvou were ofTerisd wnolhdt Haly,
ane that paya he same or higher
wWages—

“Thanks.
od.
dnyn

Howurd,” Thurslon Intasrpd -
“Such Jobs don’t grow on s Lhese
I wos boiibeed from my

go hungry.”
"Well, I'll are you again,
I mag surprlse yvomg ™
his lee buckel and returmed to his truck,
During Whe noon

ita driver., iIn kis swwking clothrs,
lumnch with Hugh Roscoe the yming and
cnergelde Delphila president The wuw
friends ant ot & tmblr In & quirt corner
of an ealing place nol far from the Mer-
chants’ National HBank  where Hugh
prrved na telber

Hﬂrrun- they were. through with  Uselp
soup and had begun on thewr malud,
Roscor gurear<d the other hed moine
surcial busnineas (o decuss. “Whatl's on
your mind?” he wanied o know.

“I've gof a lop-grade proapoct for our
Delphia bunch,  Dugan fAnally said 1
found him In & place out in the [Blund
diatrict. where 1 deliver loe cvery day
1 ahoudd lke Lo _;__1_1_11-1- him attend our
next class plirty, so as Lo gel sogqualnted
He's = stranger i our tovwn, unmartied
good-looking, dusted, with s mother
mnd a4 voung sisier

"Why st he 0dn our bDunciy or
-I.urnd ot sl per v Howwoe curiously
aakrd

“Pride and setl-renpoct’” Dugen’ ulek-
I arnsweredd "He's engaged I oa wurk

ﬂnt s nether his chearscler Bor hils
ity bermus e musl swim ow living |

,wend % Lucy when he fouand himsel! o

for Bdrresc U Tind hiis olepenndeeniis 1 van
drive an loe uck and hald my head up
But 1 sowuldn’t mix b Wi omel ol o
a pallalied bar ecven Uf it s Tlewwl Nellher
wol ki this A [ebww I tellingg vou of
now If he hiad a belter b ™

Hugh Roscor toyed with his sadwd In
madlialive allenoe It a0 happwens that
I know of an opening  he pwresently te-
markrd “Threre arent mmny of them

now Thix une 81! be avmllable for the-

rght party within & month «F 8ix wecks
I'I‘l s particular place. rquiring & voung
n.u:.ln! anning personality,
Pprndable
high-school education—*

“You've described my man o a dott’
Howard Dugan statea.  “I'll see  him
again two-day., amnd mrhﬂ' him 1o
meei you, or whoever Lthe DPDermons ArY
sho offer the job'™ ~ '

Yoy dsant bt mE fnwh

|| for the job, Well, I'm still rager Lo have

former {
ane on an houra notice. a0 I'm heanging |
on here and readering  Lthe™ Bt servicee
1 ean give just s 1 tried to do before, !
1 can‘t et my loved unes Slarve, ar even,

I him™
Dick  And
Hownrd picked up '

hour thal day the

truck was parked on e side sireet whae
towak ¢

" grim determina ki

vho B de-!
siraght who has atl least a

..!-'u.r family

Roscuoe '

lo give hia Iricnd a ﬂlnln gase. "I Jmd
}'uu lpnttcd for this job, Howard. You
have It coming to you
higher wages than you are mklnu now,
and de more In keeping with your train-,
ing and abllity.”

Tugan waved his heavy hand agmin

wore audited at end of the year.

Dick malntatned it 'was a numerioal etror |-

that could be ocorrsoted. Hu'ntintnn.
hoated. argumenf with Umcle Jason and
was ‘discharged. They have not apaken
to each other asince, Dick,. with his
mother and sister, moved from thelr
ditle home near the mill. We've tried
to locate them, fearlng they had gone
snme distance away poasibly into another
state, And here you have found Dick
a0 ‘near and working in that terrible
plaoe—" S }

“¥os, and why In Dlek working in the
Ballyhoo?” Howard Dugan cut In. “You
know, Lajey, without my telling you. It

b s bocatuse 1L was e only place that
i offered him employment.
It will pay | drink; yet I almmsl wondir how he's ln:pt,

He docan't

Cfeom L. Ko told me aomething of his
troublea, -of how he walked the streela
for montha, tryving o Nind a job.  Jusl na
thousands of olher:clean young men havo

nnd grinned. “T've gol a gond, honllhy L Aotd®

job. I'm grateful to you, of course, for

thinking of me. But—well—I haven't a |

widowed mother to support nor & small
alster.” He oould have sald that he and
Taecy Alllngham, one of tha atiractive
young women of the Delphin'a, expacted
o get marticd aome happy day.

“I want to get that fine chap out of

that place where he's mixing dﬂnh.i

Howard declared In genulne sinoarity.

“It might become a habit.”

Hugh understand. He knew Howard . .
" Mother that he regreta hin quarre] with

and yel he asemed never to fully measure
the bignexs of his heart. “You realiss
this i a confdential matter,” he cau-
tioned. *“The man who offers thes place
i a prominent atookholder of our bank.
Only a very few of our business men
know that he is the financial backer of
the new Alamansor Hotel. This will be
n atrictly high-class hostelry, even with-
out a bar. The position of night elerk
remains unfilled, and 1 have been e
quested to ook for the right mmn. The
one daolng all 't.hh in none other Lthan
Jnnon Alllngham-—

Dugnan sat up with a jﬂrk. “Lacy Al-
lingham's Unck Jpson! Thix la a sur-
prise! Now I know why you apolted me,

the other fellow get 1LY
" The men Onshed thelr lunch, reocived
their individunl menl choecks and wenl
mick to thelr work --Hugh Roscoe Lo his
jwat ab the bank wicket, Hownrd Dugan

» his ke Lruck. Kot untl four-thirty
did the truck roll round Lo the Ballyhoo.
The plaoe waa dolng s cuslomary brixk
Inte afternoon business, Thurslon  anwd
two helpera were kept om the run, serving
convivial paltrots at the bar and Lablos,
He brought Hownrd o glass of lce waber,
and casually inguired .

“1 supg<we you have hint
rendy for me?”

“You've gueased I, Dick!” the loe man
answered  lie grabibed the gold-braided
shrve and lowered his tone,  “ldnlen,
handsome, | have good newsl!l™

“Can’ you give it o me how, or must
1 walt!’™

“You cun have part of it right now
It from A rellable source, thal =
b minllable williln The nexl
pwnikh or aix oweeks, It offers good ay
and n chaner to serve Lhe best people ™

Richuwrd lurtesd o wall on n eustomer, *
when e cnme mick his feanlures wWeoebe
beaming bul his subdued words indieal
wd u lurking doubt. It sounds Loo good
tev By e’ he declnred.  Can you glve
me a hint as to who s doing It, and |
ahnl the jub s~ I

“sSure 1 can” Howard replied, ”huI.F
you are o keep L informalion o yow -\
self Tha kb will be that of night clerk
m the pew Alnmonzor Holel  The back- |
er of the enterprise s Jaxomr- Allingham
or must have heard aof

big Jjub

I lwive
e will

Waesl Krovw b,
Lhe ainile of Joyous anblolp-
= Juson

Inatantly
tiom fouded Trom Thurston's face
Alllmghamdy Yen 1 know hum' L thal
mati v backing 1L, Howard, You Imny
count me oull” He wheeled abruptly,
waving Dugun gaping in dumhruunﬁnd:
wmasetanl. Shortly he followed up
Thursioan i

“Whal's wTong, Imck? 1 don’'l under-
stand, and wiash you would explain ™ |

“0Of course you don't understand, and’®
I'm ol blaming you But 1 can assure
ol there's sunethiigg  sgueegne IIHJ'I-I.‘E
Uus promised job. Joasun Allingham
nulld never give it to me. I'm oo busy
e Lo fell v why "

Purther pleading  would have been a
wasle of Wme, Nor did Howwrd Dnugah
wizsh 10 kwee Richard’s [riendahip by un-
ecvasary gquestinning He gulped Lhe
condling  woe waler and haatlly
Ballyhoo, When he climbed in behind
the steering wheel of his truck, s look of
s on hils culul.nh:n-

ik

ance

Al alx o'clock he drove his Lruck I.nl‘.-ﬂl
e compmny gurage ‘and chocked oul for
| the dmy

By seven-thirty he had caten
tairn & shower bath changed
s clotfies and driiven over W Lucy
Allingham’s home 1 his owh  car
Howard kept few aecrels from [he girl
he hoped to mwrsy In fact. he ususlly

AR,

a Wum He tald her as much as e coubd
of hils pevuliar tangbe

Whent he mentoned the Ballybww st
Hiclwwrd Thurston, the girl ultered &

slarthed guapr “So Iick ta iving hete—

with his mother and litke Anne?”

*Now whal have [ dome You seem
o know that handsome boy—" ;

“"He I my cousin'™” Luly repled. "Hr.-
s the nephew of Uncle Jason and his
widowed sslers only son-. Tihrey a-r
very prowd-—and poor O

Now 1 bgin fo undeasnd. T sakd Lae

hig. Tellow . : . .

——

I Enow vy little aboul !] Nuone of
du” Laxy wawd ﬁ oh-
irangrinent beuvwven L'nrlr T Jasan and
Dick was due to afi dAfortunate affalr.
ol & yrar agv when Dwk rmpknr-d

'ms m (wmsing clerk in the Allingham jute
It apprars thyt'
caniinued, aa he Jeancd acroms the table umwl.l:mup-hnnmrmul

milla., &t Cunneassville,

"Her hedrt warmoed

| oLther explalned,

i but only a8 mmdled pllmr Or Lwor coame

kit the ;

Lucy Alllngnam amilled, and her blue
eyea glowed aympathetloally, 8ha likod
her good-loocking cousin, and she could
not resist Howard Dugan's carmast plea.
even more when
Howard confldentinlly reveadd the pro-
poaal to have Richard Thuraton placed
ar night clerk In the new Alamansor,

"'l do my Dbeat” promissd Lacy,
“Uncle Jason s abalinate, and hoad-
atr But I have learid through

i 1 will have a talk with him In the
mormygng.” _ .

“And I'll hold another ssasion with
Dick at Lthe same time,” agreed Howard.

The lee man got an unexpecied jolt to
hiz determined resolution when he en-
tered the Ballyhoo at seven-thirty the
following day. HRicard Thursion was nol
in the place.

“Richard is ot the hoapital” the white-
conted smubslilute briefly announced, ’

“*DMck at the hoapitall Whal'a hap-
pened?. In he alck---or hurb—"-,

“It's his siater that's badly hurt” the
“Shr wna atruck by an
nutomobike,” _

Hownrd IDugnn hurriedly emptlesd b
e buckel  IHis big hearl sbaried J,munc:h‘
Ing exditaxtly. ““Which hnm'uml [T S

e ke,

“Crorgln Streel,  You know e nd-
drexn?™

At Lthe st convenent  telephone
Howard atopped the lumbering truck lang
enough to go inta o telephione booth and
cnll up lacy Alllnghom.

“Listen, laicy!'”  he  almoat  sobbod,
“"Dek’'s HLe aster was Tun over Inst
night by o autodobile  She's at Lhe
CGeuorglia Street Hoaplital, Dick s with
her. I'm on my way UtUenre now., Qo
nhead and talk to Uncle Juson Trell
him of the pccldent. Maybe he han o
heart- * He hung up, without wanliing
fur & word from the girl and bnt\md fram
the booth, More than wn hour poasacsd

befirre hie comibd rench  Lhe howpdinl

Richard Thuralon sat by n wI'ut:'-'
ahiroted ont ending over a bandaged and
awnlled Hitle fgure ial oy on the bed |
Om the oppoaite aide knell o white-hair-
ed wyyman, Richoasd's muother Her !
trembling  Amgers  endegly carcased I.h-:-;
itle girl's golden hadr She nwwe and
smiled when Tloward appronchsd

The blg fellow bdd a ahaking hmnd on

ichard’s shoulder. e tried to speak,

from his contracled throat

“Old man - I'm awfully sorry o hear
about this - ¥He could sny no more
He gripiwsd Lthe otlwr's hamd, holding it

Saraendal  of

w while In o strong, sympathelle el

Turnips
Ibs Table Quality
Wauxed, for

d

S5
4

Carrots
Sweet and Washed
ths for

Parsnips

2 9c
9¢

bs
Washed

Onions

MNice Size
s, for

Onions
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3

Grapes 3

Juat them the Htus IH.'I opmed her eyes.

1 thought at first—you were,, Uncla |

Jason—" ahe 'sald in & childlah volea, *

Richard oaught his breath sharply, Hix
mother siraightened suddenly, and atar-
od In the directian of the door. Two
other callers were admitted, who quiatly
approached the cot. MHoward Dugan felt
hizs pounding heart akip a boat when he
ronognied one of them as Jason  Alllng-
ham. The other was Lucy! Bhe led her
uncle atraight tgward. the bed. :

“Dick-—-THok—I'm so sorry!” ho aald
brokenly. “Phase  forgive me—and (all
me—how s Uttle Anun? I hewrd aisus
ithe accident only a ahorl time ago. Lucy
wld me—and we hurried h-::rr nt anoe,
In she badly hurt?"

“I'm all rlnhl. Umelo Jasonl I'm bel-
ter!™ a cheery voloe came from the col

“I'd ao glad you've come! It has v
n g while- ™ |
“Yen —It has been a long while, Annel”
dgried Uncle Juson  alteringly, bending
lowrr to touch hin hand to her cheak.
“You are going Lo get well and -alrmg —
and we'll have some more wanderul times |
together—with big brother Dick—and
Mother—" -

Luecy Alllngham's trembling fingera
clutchred Hownrd's arm The Lwo ex-
changed understanding nInnm and alip-
ped from the ward.

Two dayn later, when Hnwnrd nun:-.n
and Hugh Hoscoe gut together or thelr
npontime lunch, Richard Thurstom and
Unecle Joason xat with them, The finan-
cier Inslsted on paying for the meal. Also,
he produced the onblract that made his
nephew night clerk of the new Alaman-
BOT,

Richard, joyounly elated, looked Into
1lownard Dugnn's grinning face and re-
marked: “Whal will you give me for a
white, gold-bralded coal, with Hn.ll.ﬂ‘lﬂnl
vmbroldered on the aleevea?" t

“If you'll tanke the Dallyhoo off 1T May:
e able W wuse IL" Howard Dugan '
promptly answersd. “I'lL nesd o 1.I-"IH1-_}
ding eoait.  laicy and T are going to he
martied next month!  The loe company |
hing. made me distriet manager!™ '

. - -

NEW AIR MAIL NSTICHERS |
TEMPT SOUVENIR HUNTERN
T . |
With fhe fnsogruration of a1  mail on -
the Traons-Cntuudn Alr 1ives, e el !
Ol lee Depirtment bwegnn pulting stick- ¢
ers oon Phe Winnipewg  elier boxen The |
o furrl Wik L ke cllzemne alp-<wiwclous
Ty ook W the jden so readily umtf
they began taking e slickers for .1ull-j
Ve bilTh
The deviees are clroular, Ave inchea In
dipmeter, alwd ahow & whille plone o &
Mure ey Eground Nice mouvenira, but
suom the public will be usd to them. the
Moat OMice hopea . When Lhwey are dry,
ihey et be removed,

- = a 5

CONVYERSATION

I'Mi not Aslter ywumelf that  your
thoughta under diwe control, your
prruperly roefulnted, or your dispwos)-
Lions suheet s They slodd be 1o Chris-
Tty prrizweciples, D yvouar nbercotirss 'ﬂriIh;
it s ol lxle mninly of frivilous gossip.
e riinent  anecdoles speculaLona “on !
the character and affaias of your nelgh-
airs, Lhe ropelitlon of foriner conweria-
Lkms. or o discussion of te current pelly
Serciely ., much hesa, MW yon
wllow  verurael! In careloess exaggermllon
oy Ll these polnta, ond that grievouws |
inattention o exact Lruth, which s apt
o allerwd Whe stalementa of theese whoee
ragnversalion s made up of Uiese maier-
bals - ¥, Wore

[are*
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Large Bunches
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the R.AF., at Trenton, Ontario,_are ahown reonivi
‘helpful hints from an RAF. officer at -the Iimrldli
Middletan, tralning depot, .

L

The firat draft of shorl .nrr'r'lr.r cominaalon I.'rITII‘.I'I'I

w arrive in England to complete their fying training
with the RRoynl Alr Fowe, nine pllol offleers, mdm-ﬂ_ln
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l‘.rjﬂr Sweet

Thn. for
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—-
Th= »

At the Signing of the Anglo-Tialian Pact

I,'f" A
¥ »

onguest of Ethiopia hy Great Dritain and the withdrowsl
of alinn “volunteem” from Spmin were two of Lhe lerms
sl Ll poart .

Wlitle F'un-htn Minter Count Clano, of Ilaly, atanda
by, Right, lord Perih, Brifish Anttrweandor Lo Jtady, La
st slgpiog the pact thal s e xpastled L el Lhe dlla-
nagreementas befween the twe Tund gk Hecognition of Lhe
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