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two weaks, alsep ssemed an Imposaibil-

rush within sttty wseconds, and Alan

- thoas thirteen hours, rementbrance .%os

- story. His uncle had disappeared, was,

- that of his nephew, but monecy entrusted

. Aunt Margorst,
" to be dishonest."

. Margaret's Ifriends had offcred to pay

- member, he had gone to a cheap down-

-&all he had In the world, This In itaelf

u’ W =] A

_._+f;.., :

W= @

_éﬁ'#?“‘

" THE AGTON FREE PRESS

e R R O R w B

W FTTF T ETFETR TR

Thie Free ﬁ?ﬁ?f‘?hmt’ﬁtnrg
A PROMISED HAPPINESS

N o R N e,

- ~ % ;
! :
b b oo o bR R R A e R WA W T W W W
- - .-I-.:..-.-.-,.-l..- i o e, e e g, iyl g e e e e, ke, b, il

mm Alan Phillips went to bed

Deocember night he had
- expactation of lying awake:
After the rending-emetlions-of -the—past

ity. Astanishingly, he had slept thirtesn
hours, and when. he awoke ha did not
ow whare he was,

H.l; predicament came boack with a

groansd aloud. - If only he could sleop
on-and on. Afisr the blasssd oblivion of

torture. T B

Coming home from college for
Christmas holidays, Alan had beon
well mtiafled with life as any young fel-
low batween the two oceans, His parents
were dead, but his sunt and uncls, with
whom he had lived aince babyhood, had
admirably filled t.hau:pln.ml of father and
mother, He had inherited o comfart-
able fortune. Lacking the Incentive of
necaaaity, hd had done only moderately
well in his ‘studles, but he had enjoyed
collage life immpnaely.

Prom those sunny helghts he bad
plunged instantly to the depths of dis-
fihislen, When he reached home, & wild-
oyed” woman he hardly recognizsd as
his aunt had sobbed out an incredible

the

in fact, a fugntive from justice, Caught
by the sudden colla of stock

markst, put%u&wuu to save
those he -had y risked, he hnad
sacrificed not only his own fortune and

“You know,"” walled
he never meant
an had answered
that of courss he knew it, but wondered
dully what difference that would m-.ka
to the law,

Matters haod moved rapldly. The blg
house and its contents had been turped
over to the creditora. One of Aunt

to him by outslders

the expenses; al a sanitorium, and Aunt
Margaret had been taken there the pre-
vious day, much a wralth of a woman
that when he kizsssd her good-bye, Alnn
wondered if ha would ever aece ner
again."When he left the house that had
been his home ever since he could re-

town hotel, and taken s room. There
hie had alept around the clock and wak-
ened to face a fMuture more terTifying
than the worst of bad dremms

The few dollurs In his pockst wers

was staggering to one who hod supposed
that he never need worry ajpt mocey
Worae than hls Imoccunious state waas
the realimtion that tne Mentinn of his
name would no longer ensure kindly at-
tention on the part of the llatener. Alan
Phillips, well-born and wealchy, sesrmed
to him quite & different person [rom
the Alan Phillips whose na~e hai be-
come dizhonored,

For twenty-one years Alan had thought
rather highly of himeelf. but now Lhis
struggle waszs more difficult becausr of a
disheartening conviction of Inferiority
After two yoars at the unlversity he had
no idea how ‘to go about earning a
living. He had always thought himaeif
rich in friends. but now he ocould nov
think of & person to whaom he could
confdently turn for help.

Almn had gone to bed about . thrpe
o'clock In the morning and had alept
uotll four -the next afternoon. After
dressing he came downstairs and went
to the dining room for dinner An un-
appetizing mreal concluded, he acttled
himgel! In the lobby with a newspaper.
whose date told him something he had
forgotten, that this was the last day
of the year. ;

Az he read on. he began to notlce
unusual nolses In the streec the tootlng
of harns, the blowing of whistles. Pre-
sently he reallsed that all this was pre-
Uminary to the celebration that would
be held In the town agquare and In the
ndjacent atreets. In thia old elty the
observance of New Years Eve had been
reduced to & formula. Young and old,

the well-to=do and ihe poor, turned out

!|'-=- glve & nolay farewell to the old :ren:,'wlt,h cloapd eyra  Hin head was aching

and a similar wrelcome o the new Mony
wore camivall costumes. clowns  and|

¥Yhay mMaldemd skipped along the slde- | the car ndded

walks arm In arm,

Alan had never attended one of theae
fanitaatic civie celobrutions.  He had al-
WA glvwu a New Year's party in his |
o%N howse, or had been Invited o the
home of one of his friends, Disregurding
the racket putaide, he kept hilx place in!
the  dark, uncomforiablé ldbby of the
hotel, and bentl over his poaper Becalse
of InCrensingly diffienlty _In colcentwt-
ing on the news, he studied: the want wd
culumn, without resulta. At lust he Oung
the paper nside -wnd went out nte the
chill of the winter night

Alrvady - tlwe crowd was great The
uare, which wapa tha? H'l.'l:'['l;h.'l_'lt‘d crnire,
of -the ecvlubration, was pgeXxed with a
throng moving n'lu'wh"untuni:l the central
founinin, bdlowing horns and .
snatches of popular songs,

At onle of the cross streots, he cecaped

singing

L

them, not so much beacatss hie was in-
tevested as beoauss his slak heart wel-
comed anything that would distract his
attentlon from his own, t.nrturln:
thoughts, _

“1 gueas Retty's had unuuuh“ one of
the girls wns saying. 'Wl.nt tu go home,
Betty?"

-‘The other stoully disclaimed any such
dosire. "It would spoll everything to be
home before midnight, If only tLhe
people didn't pulh 80" ghe apdded rue-
fully.

“Thal’s o way r_ruw’gl have,” sald the
young fellow who acted as escort for
the palr, and who, judging from the
rescmblance, was a brother of the girl
who had first apoken. '‘Oet your breath
and we'll’ go back to the festal m::une
But any time you're tired—"

The sentence was never finishad, and
Alan wns resporuible for the Interrup-
tion. He happened tp be staring over-
head, and he saw an object topple from
the lodge of o window many stoYiss up
and start its swift descent. Alan leaped
forward and gave the two girls a push
that sent them staggering back Into the
protection of the portico. Almost sim-
ultansously with his actien, & well-dir-

ected blow from the Indignant escort
knocked Alan flat. Even as he fell, a big
water bottle crnahed on the sidewalk, l
at the very apot where the ltilg group
had stood a second before. t

Ap he fell .ﬁ.l?.ns head came In con-
tact with one of the plliars of the portic.
When he came to himself, one of thrl
glrls was on her kneos beside him, and,
he could hear Lthe other sobbing: With- |
out opening his eyes, ho naked, “ts—she '
-—hurt?"'
~ An Inelslve girlish ‘volce replled, "Hnl|
Nobody's hurt but you.”

Alan opened hils eyes and tried un- |
suoceasfully to get up, "1 saw ann'u.—
thing falllng.” he h-ng:m “"I—didn't have
—time—"*

The girl bheside him ‘{Aterrupted. *I°
knew It was that as I saw that bottle
cruh.' You were trying to push us out
of harm's way.” &8he turned to thse
young fellow who had delivered so dros-
tic a punch, “You were too hasty,
Roland!™ she cried. “If he's badly hurt
becauss he tried to keep us from getting'
amashed by o water bottle that fell out .
of the aky—"

Agnin Alan made an eflort Lo sit up.l
and this time he succeeded. Hul‘.l" fesling
equal to looking higher, he addressed
the knees of the young man who had.
knocked him down. I don't blame you
al all for hitting . e sald, “"But 1
knew If I took e to explalin, the thing
would smash right down an the t.hm]
ol you." 7

*I thought you were geiting fresh.”
thie young fellow sald, “You know Lhern'
are some idiots who think an oocasjon
like this excusss everything. I hit with-
out waltlng for you 1o explain., Of
course I didn't expect you to throw your
head ogainst that post”

"No, that was a little addition of my |

n.” Alan replied, and Roland.laughsd. |
He in a friendly tone,
better ¢ you home without®walsting
any more time. Where vou dve?”

“I don't lve anywhere™ d i‘

At this asatonishing statement, the
three young people looked at one an-
other. H‘.aum}; Alan explained, I mean
my home has just begn broken up. _L_l
stayed last night at the St Martin's.™

"You're not golng to stay ol the EL;
Martin's to-night,” Roland aald " Aflteg,
knocking you oul the least I can do s
to see that you have u comforitnble bed
Your grip’s at the hotel. T suppose ™

"Yeao

“Well.

we'll go around and gel It Our
ear's  jual two blocks away Do you
think you can walk I you hang onto
my arm?"”

Alan was sure he could walk without
asslatance. but a few ateps proved dfum
mistaken, and bhe wis very glad 1o ac-

cept Roland's arm -

Al the hotel he pald his bill and
secured his belongings. and then. i the
Back scal of the automoblle, he lny back

violenuy The drive waa longer than
he could have wished. for the motion of |
to his  Hiseomfort
length they reached a blg,  pleisant !
house In the Zuburbs, and Rolungl asalst-
od him up the walk., The resourceful
alster. Adelaide, Jhnd hurried on ahead
ad eridently had explalted o  her
parents the atatus of their guest. When
Alan got ‘lnalde. he wrs Introduced W
Mrooand Mra Muyvoeard, who asked him
e questlons

Apparently Ars Ma.x.j':mr'd had had
experricnoe. In simlar emergenciea. After
Alan wina in bed’ she applied distinctly
:mthim remedies where thn were mmt
needled J

A: breakfust he was uncomfortably
conanslous of his uttbecvoming black eve
und of the lump on his head, but he s
hungry, and he knew that as far us his
injury was copcerned. he ha# nothing to
worry abuurt,
the meal Mr, Maynard retired to his
. den with the morning paper and Mrs. '
| Maynard hurried into the kitchen to ald |
in the preparations for difner. nettjr
Newman, a visitor from: the Niddle
West, and "Raland went akating. Alan

“Well, we'd :

At -

“The family scattered after.,

o Tl I mu“ur lmm

“I'm not sure 1 have any frlends at’
‘all’* Alan repliad, h{l.l:erlg.

"Why not?" -

-"You might as nll Imuw—nnt ns
J.uh I'm a m:phuw of Alexander Phil-
lips.™

Her face wns blank for s moment.
“Alexandor Phillips,” she repeated, Then,
with a start, "Why, you must ba. Lhu
nephew whose money he stole.”

Alan' wincgd at the word. "“He wos
welcome to It he protested.

"Why do you think your
waould fo back on you for that?
you're one-of the victima."

“Listen,” Alan sald, “if my uncle is
arrested and put on t..'rln.l.‘ I'll stand by
him."

After ‘o rather long I-I.IEIH:H Adealnldc
sald, "Do you thnlesyou are being falr
to your friends?” %

“What do you mean?"

‘You stand by your uncle, al*lwugh
he has wronged you, Is it falr fo supnoag
that your friends will go back oa you
when you are perfectly blameleas™"

Alan heard himsell saying, iIn an un-
stendy valce,
chap. I've had two years uanHeuu nnd
I haven't any 1dea how to learn a lhrl:m"

“Perhaps Father could help you there.
We told him last night that you wanted
work, and he said he was golng to necd
anather dellvery man. It's not much of
a -jofl, but you could earn your lving
tll you found something more suitable.

“Parhapa If he knew—"

Adelnide Interrupted o Jittle Impatient-
ly. *Why should you think you are the
only perason lo whom loyalty means any-
| thing?" 8he went onm without giving
him time (o anawer. "“You are gping
! to at.n._-.n to dinner with us, aren’t yvou?"
“Why, If you really want me."” '

“Of course we do. And after dinner
You can have a talk with Poather. And
when everything is settled, you must
ook up all your old friends.”

Alan had found hls handkerchlelf at
lnst and Adelalde ‘Tose tactTully, “I
must =ee I Molher wanta any help.™

Left to himsaelf, the Maynards' guest
| blew hls nose hard and wondered If he
were Indeed the same Alan Phlllips who
had entered their home the night before.
That Alon looked despairingly on a lfe
that woas over. This Alan was actually
looking forward Lo new work, new friends,
new hope, new mnndence—n new year,
in truth.

friends
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THE HOLY MONTH

December desrives its name from the
fact that It Was the tenth month in the
old Roman Calendar. The Saxons called

it "winter-monath,’ but after thelr con- -

verslom to Christlanity this was changed
to Haligmonath or Holy Month, In honor
uf the natlvity of Christ,

Many queer customs are ohserved
over the world at the beginning of

Craig-madden, Stirlingshire, where there
= a triangular hole beneath o humber
of Druidlcal stones. Women who can't
crawl through this belleve that they
will avold dying childloas. Curiously
enough, a simllar custom prevails in the
Temple of Malabar Point, Bombay, where
Lthers s & narrow opening in the rocks.
Men who squeeze through, are supposed
lo leave their sins behind, while women
belleve that they wlll concelve children.

“You find Communlam In countries
where people are nol educated. I be-
lleve In educating the people tn wtnlnig. “'—
Lady Astor;

"I seemn such a worthless.

\

end|

~month, one of the oldest being that at

e

A n-h-fuud passenIeY looked out of
the rallway ecarriage window with ax-
ceeding- inbéreat. Finally he turned to s
fellow traveller, “You likely think 1
never rode on this line before,” ha sald,
*but the-fact Ia I just got oat of prisen
‘this mornin’, and It doss ms good Lo
ook mreund. It Is going~4b be very
rw,:h.. though, facin' my oldtime Irlcnd'.l

I s'pose you aln't got much of an idea
how & nulruh in:a caaw like that.”

“Perisaps I have a better ides of your
feelings than you think,” aald the other
passenger with a sad zamlle. I am a
‘member of Parllament, and I'm golng
back to my constituesnts for re-election.'”
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RIRDS REPEL ARMY WORM
INVASION -

A striking ll&uﬁ_tmtian'ﬂl' the value af
birds to man %as witneased in the cnst-
ern part of the Province of Quebec In
August last, when a severe outbrouk of

groin in the areas affacteld. Playing
Lthelr usual role as mna's allles in con-
trolling Insacts pests, many kinds of birds
were seen to gother in Nocks to devour
‘the army worm Invaders. Robins, warb-
lera, larks, various native sparrows, and
ovan gulls and ‘shore birds consumed
army worms in large quantities, day after
day, and as long as any of the nsscts
remained every bird 'in the reglon had a
rotund outllne and o satisfled afr,

The abllity of birds to concentmte
quickly In flocks where insect food is
abundanf makes them especially useful
for deatroying insescts on n large scale.
e S N S Al R T Wim e
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EVERY CARLOAD
ST HAVE NINE LIVES

to survive The Old Company’s
ri.g_;id tests, before it leaves the
mines.

For nine separate samples are
taken from every car, tested,
checked, and rechecked.

They are your assurance of qual-
it:l pire, cleanness, and Lr.-n
value.

Ot laats tongen. 7

Inguire NOW about
MODERN ANTHRACTE BURMIMNG
EQUIPMENT

Modrmmnize Your Kilchan with a
, Baolit-in Kitchen Cupboard

J. B. Mackenzie & Son

Coal and Coks, Lomber, Builders'
Sopplies, Contraciors
ACTON i = FHONE 438

THE SOLID FUEL |
FOR SOLID COMFORT

ORANGES

21c

New Navels — Medium
Laurge — Sweet, dozen

Grapes
Delhicious Em pt‘rur
s for

- 19¢

Turmps 5,

POTATOES

‘Cobk Cookers — Nice 131'.'

-and White, per peck
Grapefruit
Mursh Seedless 23c

Medium Large

Table Qun]itr. Sweet
Waxed — Adds Flavor
to Your Dinner

LBS. for .

CRANBERRIES — Head LETTUCE — TOMATOES, ETC.

(CARR.I.I.S

LIlII'I'EIII .
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army worms’ threatend the grass and |

" BLATS
OLIVER N. W

'mnm‘; well, Sandy Olos is atill tha
good old feller he were when I were just

xoept about 40 leven. Dut I xpsct hs
diddent have room for all I 'ast In his
slay or ottomobesl or areplans, RBasocos
theys & few other kids acrost my path.

Monday: When I awoke up this ». m.
I had a misty fine serishen In -my fesl-
ings. I diddent .haft to get up right
now & when I'did haft to all T had to
do were to play. Hollidays are fine
things. In any fambly,

Tueaday: More of the same aboul aris-
ing up out of bed.. I wander if all the

. | other good “kids are Injoving Christmias

and ¢te. lke me. If so then they Is no
dout about all the bennifits of Christ-
mns. None at all. What so ever,

Wednesday: Btill more of the same
about arising up out of bed. Dut I aed
thal even Chrlutm.u has t2 drawonx,
The turkey hbhs all went xcerl in few
bonea & socop & <te, . & allso the mints
ple are a gettinp miley soggy &-they can
| ba too muteh of a good thing. .

Thursday: This a. m; had 40c of my
Christmas moncy atill left. Went ddéwn
town & saw Jane & Elsy clost to the
drug store. Thot it 3 cold for lce creom
so T walkt up boldly & sed Merry Christ-
mas. The dames diddent think it so
offle cold & g0 now I only nave 1fc.
Theya all ways sum thing to lrl-ﬂ-'l‘.ﬁ me
mizserabel.

Priday: Jake got in o file & it mual;
of been o good 1 becos he got 2 teath
nohkt out. His Pa sed cum out hear to

tham teath & Jake sed he aint lost them
& that hs has got them in his pocket.
8o his Pa laft & diddent Uck him,

| Saturday: Pas editur give Pa 2 back
scratechers for Christmns & none of us
|wn.u sure -what they was for & so Ant
!Emm:.r sod they ott of been 5 of them s0

| wa ocould use them as they are 5 of us|

|& sum of the salid forks have I:m-nme
| IIJI![.
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! TO-DAY'S OBLIGATION

' This day ls twfore me. The circum-
stancea of this day .are my envimnment:
they mre the materianl out of which, by
means of my brain, I have to Hve and
be happy, and to refrain from causing
unhappiness in other péople, IU Is the
business of my braln to make use of
this materinl, My bmin s In ita box
for that sale purpoae. Nol lLo-morrow!
Nol next year! But nowl To-day,
exactly as to-day is! The facts of to-
day, which, In my fnregeneracy, 1 re-
garded primarily as anxietles, nulaances,
impediments, T now regard as so much
raw material from which my braln has
o weave & Hasue of life that ta comely.

GRAPE
JUICE
Bottle 27c

Liberty Red

CHERRIES :

Butford Ontano

PEACHES 2

Lawng's Meliose

. Chocotites

Golden Ribbon Eilctd

Mo T

T|n|

M:La!rn 1 Stuﬂt&

OLIVES

HI.‘II‘II 'nm-llin

KETCHUP

Eesifirst Shortening o+

DOMESTIC 2

Pmi Sunlight

SOAP

ﬁnld Laundiy
SOAP
Kirk 3, Cartile

SOAP

Lg Bul

i Ik
P'L1|

ot R el O W

OXO Cubes
Tin 10c nd 23¢ ‘

ARRO

a kid. Herbrot ne evry thing I aat for |

the wood ahed & get'n licken for losing |

:u' Bul 10|:

23:

s 25: N 19./

PEARS 2 150 Tm 15¢

J-or Ja 1ﬂc '

Cake 6:

1037 —ganothee batier year lor dalrying. .

Incame of the Dominion's dairy farmers
for 1037 is satimated at $238,230,000, This
.4s $20,000,000 more than last year, and
$3B8,820,000 over 1038, ;

" 'For everyone in the dalry industry —this
year and every ysar—inoreassd income very
largely depands upon new and wider marketls
faz milk and milk prodoots. :

The end of 1037 marks another mlhpu-l
in: Borden's unbyoken record of 80 years of
merchandising dairy products — ressarah, ad-
“'ﬂll‘lﬂﬂ' and llulﬂﬂ all forms of mille.
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FUBCHALERE O8 MUK
MAHULACTURE RS OF WA E MoDUCTE
CATRMITON THEOUOQROUT THE WOKD

I you are within convement dis-
tance of your local agent's olfice
you can save hme lar yoursell and
lor your lollow-passengers by pur
chasing your ticket bolore boarding
the caoach Such thoughtliul co-
oppration is always appreciated.

All Coach Travel Inlurmuilr-m at

HAROLD WILES
Phone 58

Acton Stores can Fulfill Your Needs—
Give Them First Chance
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GINGER
~ ALE-

(Phus

Christia’s RITZ

BISCUITS

Qui Own Old

CHEESE

Victory Swaet Mixed

PICKLES #7-0r e 23¢

Maple Lesl

Mincemeat 2 tb
Singapore 5|icld'f .

PINEAPPLE

QOur Good Cocking

FIGS

Jell-Q lce Cream

M I X

Chocolate Dnnk

MALTONE

Hein: lomato

Pke. 15¢
Mized

l]llT

Pound Q5¢

4---
Carrell's ~
DANDEE

TEA

L s

Mo 17
Tln

9c
Pound 10¢
Tm 10¢
Yo 2c
2 Voor N3 3¢

1-lb Tin QS.E

'POWDERS

2 H:ﬁ' Sc

COCOA
gc Nl poreess
_" 14c~

SOUP
Drml
?Tﬂmam .Jun::e

Cowan’s
{}-
< ;f ‘V
i
3 1[] ry | ]‘l‘ﬂ‘l
LIMITED - :

BTURE EPEN WIIDNEEHAY AFI'ERNQDN

~ Free Delwery




