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" To-day. of all dayn, the class was work-
ing with mu deadly IITII'I.I of anthrax,

maying. Tha dsan of labaratory workers
was talking, ha who had apent moat of
his lfe discowring death-producing
mundﬂnmlul'umdnnluphu
serums by which doctors could beat
germs at their own deadly work.
Hlckls fevers new, and its pumling”™
he went on, “And because it's hit the
couniry so suddenly, we've gone = bit
Pugs podded. What Is more terroris-
ing than & diseass that emerges out of
the darkness and strikes men down be-
fore they recognizs It or have a chance

“Yeu,” he agreed. "That and the [act
that the patient locks so bad with thoso
quear alckle-shaped marks all over the
body—high fever und alternate periods
of coms and delirium.”

Bugs was grave. This suddan onset of
sickle fever, as mysierious and demoraliz-

giokness was making whole communitiss
nervous, waa fNlling emergency hosplital

wards and, alss, too frequemtly was tak-
ing the father from his tasks forever,

l.'\..

struments and apparatus.

steriliving svery artlcle except the grow-
Ing cultures of anthmx, Dugs atowed the
artielss. Through the thin glass Petrl
dish in which organlims were grown by
means of & spscial, transparent jallyliye

food, Pugs starsd at the thin flamentora

colonisa of Urving germa.

He ahook his head, for soatlercd
through out those fAlamantous growtha
were others—coloniss that did not belong
there. Revelsky's carslass workmanship
had allowed contaminations to allp In—
weads growing with the grain. Unclsan
dishes or lnatrumenits might do that.

That night Dugs worked late ln the
laboralory, Lrying as sver to solve Lhe
pussle of his persistent experimant
faifure. Too.late he worked without any-
thing to eat, for hes went homes et that
old paln gnawing In his stock.
not feeding himeslf well enpough, that
was all

The next day he was (oo dizmy to
report for wonrk, That day he heard of
Revelaky, Old Hollls, the dispener, told
him.

“*He's developed alckls feverl™

| disaase, Itlm'l'.itrlnl tl'll germ that enussd
i’

_‘Now_be_mut make s preventive -lu'u.m.
Bomsthing that oould ba given folk so
that they would be protbelsd agminstiare
the dlssass, - Juat like tha preventives
for amalipox, diphtheria, typhold fever!
dreadful epidsmics bafore they golt slart-
g i
Pugs anatched thres holrs’ sleep on
the hard lsboratory floor: then at it
again. He knsw ths method. He had
made xmalipox wascine. All day hs work-
ed, dnd all that night, too.

Yes, Pelroach was wrong: but hut as
surely ax Bugs had proved  him wrong
had he proved his balsved Doctor Rook-
Keator wrong. - RoakrNsator was going to
stake his repulation on his ballaf that
the bile of !nhehd insscia was reapon-
sible for the dissase In man. Pugs had
found It different, Right hsre on the
eve of his retirement from & career as
beneficial Lo suffering humanity as It had
been aventful and brilllant, Dector Rook-
Nestor was to be humiliated before an
aasociation of which he had once been
president, by a young cub of an azist-
ant. He was to be dlaproved instead of
supported by the same chap he had
loanad money to In hﬂrllph{;d times, and
had taken into his ia laboralory,
and in his grufl, but dfmlﬂf sincere way,
had looked on as & son.

Dugs burted his head In his’ hands.
He had completed the sort of report
that unguestionably would land any
young worker the Bhllling fellowahip. It
would ‘Jand it for him, and sevéral yoara
of advanced work, all expeniea paid,
would be his. !HMHe had done the work
honeatly, The results wero in his hands,
but that was not sll — =0 was Ductor
Rock-Neatar's repulation.

Woearily Duga got up. 8111l more wearl-
ly he went home, He did not eat. 1io
barely could sleep.

Aa he went back to the latwratory In
the pale mormning light, his [nce waa
gray and grim., Dugs was going to place

A lightning-like thrill shot through
Mugs

Bugs could nol get his mind off Revel-
aky. PMoor chap! That =vwn he went
lo see him. The pleture was not plea-
aant. Doctor Rock-Neastor, haggard and
weary, was constantly at the Russlan's
slde! Bugs wenlt back Lo tho laboralory.
Poor Revelaky! The serum had profect-
cd him agailnat the anthmax in his own
Petri diah; but not the sickle fever,

Anthrax In the dish—alckle {oever-—an-
thrax-—slckle [ever —The thought craah-
ed through.. -

Revelaky's el dixtron Doctor Toack-
Neator'a work table. The old sacientiat
wnp aure o Investignle thuses colonlas,
Hlowly he wenl acroms the hall. Hia
kcy let him Into the private laboratory
of Doctor HRock-Nestor, He placed the
Pelrl dlsh on the spotlens work loakle
and returned to his own Inboratory.
The Ore of eaearch that hod burned
within him would not be guenched
Alowly, but with increslng enrcrgy. on
the fire burned brighter agnin) he went
top work lo make a vaccine for &l kle

'l him. Now go aave othars.”
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Everyons was gone. It was dark again,
Daylight cams. Bugs' eysa blinksd,
The bad was quist, The light was strong,
“Why—Doctor R-R-Rock-Nealor, You

are hare?™ Bugs muttered,
The old u-unmt whirlsd on’ I!tlm T‘l’ﬂ
other men were there. They crowdsd
oloas,

“Look ™ erlsd Doolor M-Hlﬂ-ﬂt

“}a's vational mgaln, Celting betler
every sseond!” barked one of the othsrs,
*Ii's proven!” thundersd Dootor Roek-
Neator, -*The vaogine againat aickle
fever is found. Do you hsar, Petroach? |
It not only Is protective, bul actually
kills the already eatablishsed Infection In

humans|"

Nestor's lsan hands, *“You win, alr.
Proud Lo acknowlsdge it. You've saved

Once more Dugs had falled. If ha
had not besn taken alek, at lemat he
might have developed the vaccine com-
pletely,

The expresslon of AupTeme .'Inr on Duu-
tor Mock-Meator's face In.llzlnl'l'.ud him,
In spite of himself, Dugs amiled fesbly.

Peltoach, splendid loasr, noted the
look, too. "Rock-Nestor,” he aaid, “I've
heard IL sald that you'd rather. have one
of your studenta succeed than to nuoosed
yourpelf, I can belleve that pow.™

“Toah " ked the maater. "Oond
work s good work. Ahd who's to say
tlnt he diin't do a MAne Job In NnddNg
the germ and developing the vaccine™™

Bugs blinked sluplidly. Were Lhey
talking about him? *“I f{-f-found It—7"

“Certainly, Ind, . Who elaa? Hollls
told us you were sick. We came and
found you here’ He shook hils hoad,
gravely.

"NDut back In your Ilaboratory, we

The ' stocky Uilividual gripped Rook-|

a8 cloat as they ust to in & hammoeck he
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- Wedneaday: A new kid showed up at
achool this am. & when Lha Leacher
mat him his name he ‘sed |t are Bam.|
Ahe sed w him are that all. he sed no
the reat of It In Muel. All -ths kids
gnickerdd & Iaft out loud & etn. witch
I mupoan Lhey ahuddent of as the tlsacher
was Lo blame,

Thursminy: Jake vislted over the weak
end out at his unkels In the oountry. &
when hin unkel sed that cow wilch he
pointed at fell In & well 100 ft. deep
when she were n littel cafl. Jake wanted
to no If It kilt her, Jake told me his’
inkel sed IL diddent & aramed to think
It were o™ dum quaschen,

Friday: Miastress Cllllem cum over Lo
are houss & wnsa a complaneing abou!
her huaband a talking In his slrep & =hn
talked mirty fnat tellen mbout 1L, Well

forind that vocelne you'd besen making.
I read your noles, lad, I found the
whale  atory You'd found that germ.
flut yuu'd gune farther. You'd develnpied
a vocclnel™

“B=b=tut the vacchie never hna been
Lenwled, The conventhim never would
pocepl 1t ns proved,” he whilspered,
—TiwkNpalor glowbrdD ~Is that sofd
he anapped.  “[i'a your .oen  vaccliwe

woere your own teat anlmnl,  And you're
germ prool now,.  ‘Thoal's proof, lap't it
young man?”

Bugs wina lnughing sllently now  Daow- |
tor Petroach  approached “You- -yod
woukdn't cure Lo work In my lnbumtury
when you're recovered, would you?™

“Cel on with your, slrl™ growled Hock-
Neator. "The Shilling fellow works vighie
here In my own [nboratory.” The sclen-

rt!}lrl.].l' ek tut the Infdent past peece-
| My
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Uncle Ceorge had st died, and his
amall nephew had watched thwe [uneral
Irmve Lo house.
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Bugs leaped up, his pulse racing. Of | fever. st fixed Bugs with his eagle ©¥rS. When he wenb to bed that night he two very pressnishls young msen are ascorting lovely Dorothy Lamour to

‘it victimas.

- the pavement, }
botore him, sat Revelaky, holding 'I.l'-

ths mother from her home and the child
from his crib. Houkhold pels, too, were
Mo seruma had been de-
veloped yei to protect anyone from Lhe
terhhle diseass,

In the realm of sclence, workers new |
and veteran peered through their micro-
scopes, scanned rowa of glams test tubes
in which were growing countless milllons
of germs, and studled with knitted brows
men and ts 11 with ths dizease,
jaboratory s, too, became Il
Some died, their bodles showing the ter:
rifying mark of the purple sickle

“Y tell you we are pot golng o And
the organlam by Uying to grow It In
tesl tubes.” declared Doctor Rock-Nestor,
“It is spread from (nseci Lo man, not
from man to man. We must find the
inaect!™ .
Pugs cast snolher quick glance at!
Revaliky. How many tlnes had he been

]lhn jelly where Revelaky's lrutruments

course! From the refrigersior siorage
shelf he seizsd Reveliky's contaminated
anthrax Petrl dish. Mparks remained in

had prodded the anthrax colony to ob-
taln germs for study.

The instrument, under Revelaky's in-
expert guldance, had pushed right on
through the anthrax colony into another
colany, so thin and waterlike that he
never suoild have aeen it wilhout special
light, Whatever foreign germ was grow-
ing there had golten on his Instrument
along with the anthrax Probably both
kinds of germa were on that forceps|

Now began o operale Lhal uncompro-
mising drive for truth that made Bugs)
stand out as one of the most promising
of all Rock-Nestor's proteges. Nothing
could stop him.

Bwiftly he worked. His head swam

shown the proper laboratory method of
working with bacterial The fellow alm- |
ply would not learm:

“1 understand that your old friend,
Doctor Pelroach,. b golng to ry to prove )
before the Bactériology Association con- |
venton here next week thal the organ-
am s a tiny rod-ahaped germ.” he sald

% nervously

“He's wrong!” m.lpmd Doctor Rock-
‘hutur Ptt:uch and i haye engaged ™
tin many aclentific btmitles. Sometimes
hes wan, sometimes [ have, but this
Ume I ahall stake my reputation on my:
cantention.” x

~At the convention?’ demanded Bugs
He had not heard of thia The wery
thought of that gathering of the nation’s
frremogt  bacterlologilats brought a stab
of pain to Bugs Endiess days and nights

Lof-palnstaking research ln the laboratory

o prove his point regarding the typhoid
aciltus; Lthen soinething had goane wrong
nith Lhe experiment. Frantically he had
worked Whalever was wrong  stayed
snaag—and thoughts of the Shilling He-
search fellowship went glimmering In &
alckening hase of deleat No more funds.
Alremdy he was in debt. le could nol
remadn 1o schamad  bonger Hr blinked
lils srriswis gray eyrs mmgudly tiis lipm
g hleoed

Spddenly his brealh 2lagped “Revel-
aky 77 DBugs Wrajwid, t.-‘.n the damage was
e i '

Hewrliky was slagyering backw ard his
eyrn fascinaled DY o brght forcepa e
epd of wmhich wus burted deep iu his
thumb Thw [vpveps Dad beeln dwesd Lo
handle pwarts of glasa siltem on whwh
ving gernis were pla.edd for r\nmlluhﬂn
winder thw Micmecue

"Waa 1hatl fotvepa contaminatod vk
anthray*” demanded Bugs

Dully Hevelaky stared, then dully he’
nodded  Aguinst all rules he had [atled
W sieriliae the nstrument alter using it
Now it was burted in hia thumb '

B‘s.ul scied Revelskys wrist. A quick
mrothon and the fororps was extracted.
_'“"!i.l...'t.r it bleed!” barked Doctur Rock- !
Nestor “Comre

| late?"

tered sadly. “Sickle fever ™

" —=tmi moved furious)y

He must go home, In the hall he met
Hoellls The old man was drooping.
“Why. Hollls! Why are you herd o
Bugs asked anxiously,
The old man shook his head slowiy.
"It's King—you know—my dog.” he mul-

“You mean—dead?”

Hollls nodded, blinking fast
had bren his only companion,
““I'm so aorry= -offered -Bugs t.u'tttrrl:r

“Where 18 he?™

“"Upsipira. ™

Bugs patied the old dispenser's hand |
kindly. then turtied to go. He raced off
upstalirs

Al the rest of the night he worked |
Dawn found him sure, absolutely sure!

The dog

From the dog dead of sickle fever Dugs
had recoversd certaln  germs — Ny
spheres, cuccl, bacteriuloglsts called them .
‘exAclly ma hld
thier from Revelaky's cullure. if‘rﬂ-l.ln:'
Sther teata he would have to perform
befuce acicnoe would accept his claims,
but In hia own heart he was sure He
had discoversd the true germ of the Laf-
g and dreaded sickle fever! Thal was
arir of Lthe ﬂn-l sleps In controlling any
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The fire leaped up, now. He lgnared
all vle, particularly the elaborate pre-
parations belng mede to recelve the con-
vention. Deltberitely he remalned away

from Doctor Hock-Neslor's mborebory,--1--

The convention met, I8 hundreds of
bacterioligista from all over the country
listeniing to reporis, criliclasing, approv-
ing, refusing. Bugs did not sttend the
seaaioms. He lfelt that he could not.

He had another reason, though. Ie
felt alck: really slck., It was tha 0Omt
allernoon of tha convention that he aat
languidly staring at the test tubes In
which he had prepared hia vacclne. He
felt sure it was good; but to prove It
he would have to test It on an animal
expoasd to the disease [, after recelv-
ing a portlan of the preventive, then
exposrd Lo Lthe disrase, the animnl refua-
ed o become sick. he would know It wns
all right.,, Doctors could adminlster it
" His head ached so. His bones ached
He had a shouting paln up the back of
his neck. T wont be down to-morrow,”™
wos All Bugs said 1o old Hollls when bhe
left thw Imboratory that evening. nor did
he report the next day. He (ell too weak
He [elt better fn bed—-1f only- the bed
sould remain still

To-day was the day Doctor Rock-Nea-
tor woukt -t telling the conventlon all
aboul the real causes of those purple
aicklea on the skin,

Sure—-right there on his own arm ey
aere See them there? That was gueer,
Lawy Bome ohw must have  put them
there, Il got tow dark o see them 1t
aas night

The next day he asaw Lthem, thow
Queer Silly things  Why ook ot them?
Just lie back in the funny bed., cool
gulet

Heally, 1t was not qulet now  He could
Icar  volors Dwwtor Rawk-Nealor was

dlelling Petroach, and others aboul sickle |
about tt|

fewver Yen  mir Terlling ol

righil there Dealide his silly  Aowling bed
wWhy did not Rock-Nestor  leave DBim

“alone?  Pinching his arm ke that

“"Doran’'t he?” hp cracked.
*A-a-addreas correct,  alr”

rdged Bugs,

acknowl-
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wouldn't aay his prayers.
naked why, and he explained: “Well, you
set, [ dont think I'll bother God Lo- ever,

night.

{leorrge.™
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