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ND then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As 1 drew in ri;fht:adp, and Ha_s_,_gurnin_g_ around, -
Down the chimney _St.'fﬁlic':huias came -with a bound.
He was dressed all in furs, from his head to his fcmi:, _
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;
" A bundle of toys he had flung on his bﬁck,
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.
i ' His ;eyes.'hhu& fhery-tu:rinklle;d! ‘his dimples how ﬁerry: SO TN | I R
- His cheeks were like roses, his nose liké d Therfy! .. |
He was chui:byrand plump, a right jolly, old elf,
And I ]augﬁed Iwheﬁ' 1 qaw.-ﬂi_m, in spite of myself; "
He spoke not .a‘word, but went straight to- his work,
. .And filed all the stockings; then.turned with a jerk,
And laying his ﬁnger aside of 'his nose,
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and giving a nod, up the chimney he rgse:
" He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle,
. Eurt [ heard him exclaim, e_l_'_'_e he drove out of Eigl'_lt. ' x
“_HaPPZf Christmas to all, and td all a good-night.” =~ -
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From “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” by Clenhent Clarke Moore, 1779-1863
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