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" Merry Christmas tp All

.- The Editor at this time of year is just like every-
one elso and enjoys the opportunity of wishing every-
one a merry Christmas, but this year has the pleasure
of wishing his merry Christmas right on Christmas
ove. Last year we had te send it out a week ihead,
and some way or other that Christmas fecling seems
to demand expression right at Christmas. [t's nll ru,ht
to do the Christmas shopping early, but the Christ-
mas wishes come best ht Christmas, To-morrow is
Christmns and we wish everyone who reads  this
- message and many others we would like to reach,

the merriest and most joyous Christmas they have

over had, We could enumerate our readers, sdvertis-
ors, corresporidents, staff, patrons of job depdrtment,
otc., hut we might omit in our list, and we could
ﬁnvnr compile a complete list. So we say—a merry
Christmas to all.

-

s Here

Once again that cvent so cagerly nutmlpntLd by
tho children, both young and old, has rolled around
and it's th-L merry Christmas time. As usual it is
morry in varying degrees for people in various walks |
of life, but. none the less merry in spite of circum-
atances. Heo who has the most in worldy possessions
‘may not have the most merry Christ. The Christmas
gpirit has been nt work ull this month and in some
practical minds all year und to-night and to-morrow
we culminate this wurk in the giving (and receiving).
And after all isn't the greatest Jny in seeing the other
fellow open his parcels, .. That's the Christmas spirit
that makes tho effort worth while. It may be a curd
“or an expensive gilt, but the joy of being remembered
by ¢ friend und the magnitude of being romembered
by your friends all at once is the reason that Christ-
“mas i outstunding in themind of all. The gifts may |-
not be us larpe this year. In many instances they
cannot afford to be. Santa Claus muy not be just gs

generous as he has been in other years, but that loving

spirit that prevails and whose pgenerosity is_limited

mas merry. T
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Cumu:'lnn Net Debt Increascs

. fhe net dobt of the Domipion of Canada in-
creased to the extent of EIEE.Z:!.HI,[}SE during the 12
months which ended November 30 last, according to
the monthly statement issued through the Depart-
ment of Finance, The stntﬂmtiﬂ shows that the debt
stood at $2,185,733,137 on Novemebr 30. The state-
ment, which represents only receipts and expendi-
tures _actually passed through the books of the Fin-
ance [Iiulmrtlnt:nt'u’p to November 30, indicates de-
~crensed ordinary revenues and increased ordinary
expenditures during the eight months of the present
fiscal yeur now completed. The decrease in the
ﬂr{!umr:r,r revenues, as compared with those of the
corresponding eight -months « ].n,ur inpro, totals $57,-
408,520. Ordinury expenditures show an increase of
of $12,52,630. - Total ordinary revenue for the ¢ight
months just, concludoed was $2061,720,300. | For the
cﬂrrcspmldmg pi.,rmd A year ago it nmnumﬂd to $310,-
214,838, Ordinary ﬂ:.cpunduuru this year totals $252,-

457,478, as against $230,884, 844 for the cight months

last year, The'statements represents only the receipts
and payments which have passed through the books
" ol the Bﬂpnrtmunt of Finance up to tho last day of
November. Accnrdmg to it the net debt of the
Dominion now stands at $2,185 733,137, or an_Increnss

merchant,

yenr.
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Get Your Tree Right
The th:a-.rmi: of Christmas trees haa been just as

flagrant this yeoar as dn past scasons and many a
farmer's bush has been ravaged and the finest procur-

able tree secured to make a Christmas treb for some
hﬂmﬂd-

These trees are the property and goods of thu
farmer es much as-the goods on the shelf of . m:}r
They are dpread over « wide area and it is
more difficult for the farnier to keep his cye on them

—therefore the chances of getting caught are smaller.
1 But when one of these trees s taken without the
‘knowledge or consent of the ‘owner of the property

it is theft. |One might say that the vatud is small,

So is the valuc of cverything in Woolworth's store,

but just try somec day going in there and helping
yourself and sec how far'you will get with your load.
If your tree-was sccured under the wrong circum-
stances, make a regolve right new to not let it occur
rgrain.

i Let Us ANl Yoin *

Acton’s Community Christmas Tree will maeterinlize
to-night in the annual community gathering, It is
made possible by ‘the  direction of the Loyal- True
Blues of Acton and. the assistance of citizens In
various walks of life and other bodies. The lighting,
the singing and music and- the gothering of all in »
greut community gathering are worth while. Pride-
ticel minds may often feel that the effort 13 not
necessary and the funds could be pur to more prac-
tical gifts. 1f life were to be all practical without the
little enjoyable things thrown in it would be n dull,
drab existence. All Fun is-not pood but that gather-
ing once n year wround the community tree has n
something to it that seems to be far-reaching.  Let
us all join to-night as a. commuomity banded in an
clfort to maintain the Christmas spirit_in song nnd
thanksgiving, uud the sprending of cheer nmong the
little folks. ; '

—

EII]ITUII]AL NOTES

Tsn’t it n splendid plan to have the municipal eloc-
tion turmoil all over before the Christimas season
and not interfering with the joyous spirit of tho
Christmastide. '
.-‘_ :
‘ Fn;m ‘now until Junuary first the news of the
world will be confined to gluring” headlines abouf the
Toronto elections. After all, cven the city dailies are

only locnl papers of a multitude of pages.

The value of n factory in a community was shown
lust week when nt the annuanl meeting of the Ontario
Memorinl Company in Acton it was scen that this
plunt had expended over $23,000 in wages during the

Acton's prant of $2,000 for reliecf work on un-
employment muy seem small in connection with-other
prants piven but it scems very much in keeping with
the situntion, when it is cohsidered the amount must
be used before March.

e —
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- This is the "night before Christmas' that has been
eagerly anticipated by so many, And to-morrow will
he Christmas Day. May it be more than a .day of
feasting and be a realization of the birthday ﬂf Christ
and the joy that it has br ought to the world.

In Northr Bay and. Sudbury all transients seeking
shelter at the public expense are required to give o
few hous’ labor in return for the bed and meals.
This is a good iden. The honest man will be relieved
of being made a begpgar and the exercise will be pood
for the Inzy fellow, 1

e

T TTe PoSt OINGe Tid beci a BUSY Prite YHiy pasy

week, but the Inrjer staff, efficiently captnined by
Postmaster Matthews and Deputy Postmistress Miss
F. Brown, have risén to the occasion and none were
disappointed by the non-delivery of their Ghrmtmn
parcels at the Acton Post OMce.

'I:wn new leaders wilt face. ench other when the
Ontario ‘Legislature opens its next session, The new
Premier, Hon. G. S. Henry, will lead the Government
forces, and the now leader of the Liberal group, Mr.
Flepburn, will have charge of the minority following.,
It will likely be inturuﬂting,mly the lenst.

The Mail and Empire says: “The iden of the Tor-
onto Flockey Club i having its programme prin_tud in
n workshop outside Toronto is that, after all, most of
the members of the team come from outside Toronto
ulso."  And we might andd that a further resgson may
have, been that all its ﬁuppnrtu: 5 don't TL‘:!{IE within
‘the city limits.,

=

The Impru{rummﬁa in rond construction and the,
permanent work accomplished this yecar in cotfjunc-
tion with County Council assistance in Esquesing
Township hive been the subject of much compliment |
to Roeve Cleave-and chuty ‘Reeve Currie this year.

of $22,381,038 m the 12 mnnths since November 230,
-} P20, ————- i s

i e

They have beon - wurth}r rr:prcucutﬂﬂvcs apparontly.
at-the-County- R IT Y| R R S
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Cllromdes of -
Ginger Farm

h w
Writien Bpecially [fer
. The Fres Press by
AIWENDOLINE P, CLARKE

AT W W e -

Molghbora, did you ever honr of polliica
i honhousn?  You didn't? Well, os
matier of fonct, nelther have I, but I
have scen the reaults of Ik, Of course
whaen I tell yvou wll wbout It you may put
It down W other things and everyone
hut n right to thelr own opinlon.

% ke this—whon fhe pries of egys
was high wo were getting plenty of, eggs
and they were making quile n alfference
Ly the famlly income, then came this
ramor of oggs from RBritlshy Columbla
Niwling  tho " home markol, and more
riimors of eged selling ot Ofleen cenlsd »
tlozen In Chicugo and rumors and moroe
rumors of cheap elfgs hero, thers and
pvorywhere, undg then there wero Jotlers
fromy hord-bolled  polltleal enthosbuiby
giving thiv wr o reason and that o o
remedy, whicl, nfter ronding, left one
more- at hea than befora. - Now  wo hive
nlways heard that newspaper tacked up
frn the henhours 8 o good proventative
ngnlnst hens eallng oggn, so, of eourse,
wi have newspapers tocked up In our
henhotse, which are renewed from tme
by thue, wi I neodod. Quite uninten-
tinnally we tncked up papers about two
woeeks wgo whilch eonvayeds the Informoe-
tlon to all who ran Lo rend that the
hottoim had  dropped  elean out of the
e muarket wned would you  baelleve L,
our super-lntolligent bhens were po di-
ghated  nt the alleged atate of offalrs
that ahout ATty per cent. of them went on
atrie lypumediantely.  The other ity Der
cent. don't telong W the trade unlon,
o Llwey nre stlll on the job.

Having rend thus far you will wt loast
wlmit that politiesn have far repching
results, bul not whihing to start o enn-
troveralnl sabjeet, ¥ will not «lvulge to
which purty our feathored frionda belong.

There s been gront exellnment golng
on these days an the children were look-
Ing forwerd to thelr Chrlatmnes eoncert.
Lauit nlght the grent ovent took plieo.
Daddy win ld to tw sure and get hins
chores dous early ns we wore to be thore
by quurter to elght and the concert w
to start ot elght o'clock sharp,  ‘T'hus
ndmonbihed by duughler Molly we pul
our best foot forward and were there I
plonly of tlme.  There ¥ nothing we
anjoy more than Lo cee
glven by children and so far we hove
seen nothing to surpass the one wo sow
last night.  ‘The children's singlng wis
Just wonderful—fur better than some pers
formances T hoave spen put on by adalla,
Whnt n splendid thing is enthusiasm,
nnd what n diiference It con moke to un
nffair of this kind. Mout of Lhe children
folrly aporckled—ssome were oo lHitle oo
perlous, byt all of them wero obviously
dolng thelr very best and were w greot
cridit to those who had worked go harcd
to muke the econcert o mncecas, 14 was
gqulte o tront to witeh one boy In por-
tleular who wia throwing hilmaelf heart
and roul into the singing and watehing
evory move of the teacher who ws con-
ductng the singing. Yle stood In tho
very front row but I really belleve ho wia
abaolutely unconuscious of the wudlenee
fnclng him. '

There have been other thingn golng on
to Interest farm people and town peoplo
nllke, und thut 1 rellef~work:” Y havir
bean  Interested In notlng- the different
witys that nre ndoepted to bring In funds
for this work. In one thwn
must Wave had o braln wave s n per-
formance wan put on at the local pleture
show and tho entry fee wan anything o
the edible lne. People comoe with frult,
vegotables, flour, canned ygoody,  home
baking, suckn of potutoen, In fact, almonst
rwdiythinﬂ that enn be thought of it
for Twuman  consumpllon,
colleetlon they muost hpve had.  The
voluntary band of workern muist hnve
had o grent time aftorwards, sorbing
wid  distributing this mincellnneoun
uhower of goodies. '

In our own district n concert wus put
on and the procesds glven townrds rollef,
The relurns were vory gratifying and X
i mire thelr efforts must hove
npprechnted, ot an s lnevitable o' uny-
thing of thin naturo almont bwo-thirds

entertninments |
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'SLATS  DLARY

. BY ROBH PARQUHAR -
Priday—ma and pa had bon havelng
!nw wlrr.l: thin evning that is ma had
tho wirds and pa
played the poart of
r  awdlence and
this ovning Mr.
Gillem  droped  In
for ogame of chek-
kors and figely wlle
‘mo woas up sbares I
herd pr sl Mr,
Cllem how ¢ld  he
get along with hia
hotter L4
CHllemn replyed and
ansgrred,  Well I
‘havent nover ben
abln to fggor thol

Hul.

Haterdny — Llis-
bers was h brogglny
about his grampew
todny Loouz o Wit

« oighty © yra of old
g, wall I .:.!uul. Lixlnk that i wo mulch
Lo bwayg ubout becuz It has luk hilm all
most o lfe time to do it

BHunday—wlle wo  win  nl Blistersed
houne thin po om. e it Blstern where
Ll ol vieie wiu nt—wlitch hod ben handed
tdown* for foro Gencrwshuns and Bilsters
mmlled and sed  that  this” goneradbun
drapt 1L yeaberday.,  And L In not no
PR e, _

Mundny—CQlem Itrapt wan n telling pu
that w cupple wenks ngo he told his wife
e wonr o thinking of "gelting o devoree
fum her g0 she haszent spoke o ham
ping then s now ho duent tmlt to
wirry nbout no dovoree.

Teustday—Unkel ITon wan In town bday
anidt went & Houghten o ot of Malt. I
thot nt et he wig o golng Lo try Lo get
minmr Malted mille mebby [rm hia cowa
but pn winks ot Ant Emmy and nod thia
hiwwent gol ennything to do wilth now
cowin,  Edm fokes mnkes me tired with
Lhere rimorks on the alde Lo ench another,

Wuonsdny—"Teecher diddent menchin no
named Loday but she looked -ut me when
she wan tewking, sho sed They are num
kil witeh dussent no muteh buat they
Lry to lern anet they arve sum klds witeh

elussent o muteh and you eont lern thom

nuthing. Y dant no If T blushed or nob
but mebby I wineed o Hitle.
Thirscdny—Jukes uncle hws starbed n
driyy ntore wned widt o gobling ul{':r'tu' N
Lill yesterdny wnd smm guy comen in with
(11 I‘*urul-r;lut.rh:nn and now Jumes uncls suyu
will huelf to go and put v n stock of
tlruuu. :

Perlan Malm s inevitably chosen by
tliscerning  women. Dellghtfil to afe,
Bubtly frujgrant. Coollng and refreshing.
i rara youthful charm to thoe
r:nnmluxlhn. Invaluable for softening nnd
making hands flawlessly white.  Tonen
nnd stimulates the skin,  Uneful for the
fumily also, Protectn the tewder akin of
thie ollld and g excellent for t.ae fallwr
as n hnlr fixpave nned eoollng
lotin, 2

Why s n Chrictmas hnudt!lnﬁr ke n
dusty campel?
Necwnse It tnkes o lot of Denting.

i

uwnd Mr.

Tiin

-having |

FPLAYING TO WIN

How would you define susoras?, Maka n
falr’ trial, and If yAu showld "hava BRny
time loft over try your hand at that
fAng old purzls of dewribing & gentle-
man. | You rvealies, of courss, that this
ls: g hazardous game. It la ke turning
tho pockots ‘of your own mind n.nl:! nature
Inslde out!

While you p.rn' declding whethor - w
rlsk It or not, you might lke to henr
abwiut o young French sroldler In . tho
ppring of 1017 who played well the bwo
parts of p gentlemean and s success,

It wai b beed tmo on the French fromt.
A unlmurl of Infnntbry nppr-m‘ml onn night’
down In the trenches, and, confronting

of the quleter parts of the lne, he
cillgd for o volunteer for a toxke of dod-
perato  character,  "IHe will nol . comoe
buck: whaolubely not,” sald the offlcer,
it I enll for o volunteor.”

_Throo Prench aoldlers droagged them-
nelven Lo Lhelr feet and salutbed.

"I wnlced
colonuol,

No

for one man' sald thae

viry grively.

(1B E})

"|wium vidglently all over the . room.

of the threeo buodged.

e, pndd the olTleéer W o Ned

Clross muwn who wes prosent—un Amorle-.

an—"I will not declde thin. You will

declds thix, IL

T'ho Yod Cross mun looked the l'-h't'i'.i‘l

noldlers In the fuce, But ho conld not
spenk; he could not -Lthink, Buddenly
thore: liwhoed through hls mind ono of
it bovhood giomes,
plght, wfter thirty yearn, jumped the old
brick schoolhouse of his childhood, thoe
graoeful New Englund olnms that fanked
the playground, a nolny group of paplis
and the silly old rlgmarole, “Eeny, moeny,
miny, moa,” ending with the "One, Lwo,
throos, out goes bel™
now reponted these worde with the tor-
rible ending, “out goces he

The young Yroochmun, who was "ha'
salnted, turned and cllinbed up Into the
miied  LHe dark: but before disap-
pearing he pit his band on tho Rod
Oross man's shoulder and obsurved with o
stle, “Thoat was p very intorosting gamo,
—that “Eeny, meony,'—and I won, ':.iJ.t.ln'i.'.-1
I

s

th . commnnd.” |

Out  Inteo phl.hl.[

Like o machina he!

WIHAT I LOVE TO DO

Y Pach’ gunst i paked to think of the
stunt he, lilkés best to do. In two or
thror minutes one of the guosats ia ssked
te stand shd to pantomlmp - the 'action
of the thing which ho “just loved L dol”
while the otligrs are Lo guess the namse
of hila nu.'ur!.h!- aprt. It may bo that
e Hkes roller-akotllng better than any-

- Lhing else) so he roller-skntos noroas tho

foar. .
* Another player Mkes to ride, horso-
back, and progiced madly  arooand the
room. Another bluye. w whole basebull
gaine by himeell, nnd one of Lhn girls )
Each
player must contlnue his  pctlon
In dolng.  Inatond of the hoatess having
trouble Loy ninke gueats pantomlme thelr
favorie sport, wfter " thaey once are
wtmrtedd, she has renl difloully in tact-
fully conveylng to them the ldea that

Lipe In up! .

T S TR B s 1 e S . R W bl S Sl S S g i w— —

e el i T el "B s et e S TR e i

‘Debts Collected

Cur rutes are loas than thoss of
- othor - regponslble fdrms- handling —
collectlony exelutlvely; our experl-
ence is greatar,

NO COLLEGTION—NO CHAROE
KELLY & AIKEN

The Colirotlon Bpeolallsis

OUMANGEVILLE
ODwen Hound

Gaclph

——r—ue
—
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EANN %6 TO §10 PEHR DAY

Ambitious, rellable med wanted at
oniecr. Part time puy while tralning
for Aviatlon Mechunles, Oarage Work,
Driving, HEattery, Elecirlo Acelslyns
wucumi Flouse Wirlng, Indusirial
Eleelrlcity, Muechlnist, ¥ricklaying
Plastering, Drufting, Harbering I.Hl.i
Halrdrosging. Act qulek, get your ap-
ication In now, Write or call mr
nformatlon.

DOMINION TRADE HONOOLHE, LTH.
Eastorn Hoadguarters, 70 Quoen West,
Toronto
Employment servico—coasl lo coand

‘J, Cadesky

OF TORONTO

On uc{:nu-nt of 1ollduy Beason will
ot be here on January b, but will -
be htre on

Monday, February 2

Anyone suffering from Kyesstraln,
Defoctive  Vislon  or  lHeadurchs
whould not misa the apportunity of
consitlting this eyealght speclallst,
Appointments may be. made with
Mr. A. 'T. Brown, Drugglst

CONBULTATION PREY

Offlce Hoars! § s m Ll 4 p =

e
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‘Season’s - - - (Iﬁrppttttgﬁ

and

SUPE '

VINGS
_fo» CARROLLS

Armaour's

WINES 9Q¢

asporad hll
Lxtrs Chowe

PITTED DATES
Q puum;ll 95¢

Aylmer Choice Qualit }' ; :

OMATO,ES

1of need

of the money taken In was eaten up by
expensen, Now, I wonder la this worth
whille?
with the Iden of doveloplng locnl talent,
then thelir end b accomiplished but If the
miln lden 18 to roalie money In 4 Limo
in the qulekest and  moet
oftlclont way wonld it not be more to the
point to appenl to thoe publlo ond reloe o
subseription?

COoncarla, baranrd, dances, eard parties
nll have thelr pliee in the scheme of
things, nnd could hardly ba oliminated,
but when distress g ovident aned rellef
urgent, could we not walve ablde post
traditlons and 0 comimitice, onch one
working as hard as I a3l or hu Jrlonged
toy n econcert party, got right ok nnd
nppesl to-overy person in town or country
who 2 nble Lo contribute In pomoe. wpy
to nllevinte woant and suiferlng.

ANOTHEL WNECORD DRHOKEN

LHoventoon thousand, four hundred and
fiifty wordy, the squivalent of the nermal!
mutlor on two Doeges of o nowspapor,
written with a.pen on n poat card v ba-
Leved to bo a world record, and Is the
nchiovement of M, Prout, » bank caghlor-
In Nlmoed, Prance., 'Thore are 303 llnes of
writlng on the eanrd. The provious re-
onrd was 13,800 words, . -

Bo minute 18 M, Prout's writlhg that
fow werg chnvinoed it way not n photo-
graphle reproduction of u- larger manu-

If o coneart or play s put on,{

anrlnl. All sdoubts, hﬂwmrnr. worn =g mt -
rest when the Pastouy Imtltuiu to which

oxamblation under a microkoope, that the

rnrk had -notunlly hnun limm with n~ pnn

tho cerd—was—sm . certifiod— nﬂ;nr‘u!m———“——

MlIrStreet S ——

Peek, Freen's

pound

SHORTCAI(E45

- _. 2 i 21
3 35

Nn.
fine

McCORMICK'S

OAT CAKES
| ANIMAL CRACKERS

pks. 17c¢

Choicest Mixture

- 5¢

phg,

Superk Quality Table

1FIGS 2

Calected Clusteri Tabls '

RAISIN

'Cnrrn’ll s Fine "A" Blend

NUTS © 21

Hm.'.t

linl

35

Lydhb.
phgs.

-

JELLIES 4pkg;'_'19=

Mcl.arehn's Assorted

1 lh. :
phy.

: 33,

i COTTAGE ROLLS Ib, 27¢

BACON

‘Carvoll's Parchment-Wrap

Ib.

Carroll's Mild-Cured

34c

COFFEE . 45.

Vess Dry

GINGER ALLE ¢ 30.

, (3¢ daposit on bottles refunded on vetum)

“Careall's Old thli.lh Seyly

MINCEMEAT
Q puﬁﬁlﬂl: 90Qc

CRISCO
¥db. P::;EH:
66¢ - 23;;

108 Storks CARR‘)LL:,S

tm
L 3

-

untll

Cthee other pliyersn have gueased what ho
a Mitle group of u dozon soldiors In ono -




