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T ‘but—town land I8 more valusble.  Now,

- the houss; ho thought they must ke i,

"to lving In the housa,

Qong road bock ngain evenings after’ his

* voeal-ostale man o town.

S Dut Y remaember laying the foors and

- along, and the agent dld not anll the

" from I've moved many a house. Whiat

- to-moat - people, 4o the paldnter tor-whom

the' sald ance to Cella,

slonally Lo the house us the “puantkin'

n foll that Injured his back.

xlono!
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BNER FIERSON had bullt ‘the

little house with his own handa.
ﬂf It was the only houss that OCelin
and he had ever owned. After Lhelr long
nartiod yoars of poverty It scemed wom-
derful, o own & houso, pven 1if it was
mmall and sliuated bealds the road moroe
than a milse from town, Thore ware
three rooms below 'and two rooms upder
the h.lu::lll'l.i roof above, !

Abner and, Colia had agreed that thoe
houss should be palnted “eream color.'
Duit Colls had had (o goe sway, wnd
halaver the torm “cream color' convoeys

Abner intruated the Job It hpparently
rnoant = staring wwiul yollow. AL uny
rate, that 13 theo -color e palnted Lho
house. Abner, whose Laste for color was
poerhaps not what 6 should have been,!
‘was rather plessed with tha brilllaney
of the efTeck. Peopls driving by slared at

Dul-whon Cella returned she wan hor-
rifled, "It makes the house look ks o
blg yellow  pumpkin growing on  the
fot!"” sho sald. - ,

But Abner eould not afford Lo have it
repulnted, and Cellp repressed her dis-
wppointment, Oraduslly ahe grew used
IL was 50 won-
derful that she and Abmer had e homel

Those were Lthe dayves when Abner did
carpentry work in town., Walking thas

day's work, ho I0lt ‘s plousant glow of
thankfulness when he caught a glimpse
of his vivid houss. "When Y koo i, 1k
warms moe through Uke a plewsant fire,'

Aftor thut ‘Cella nover talked against
the disturbing color. If Abner took
happlneas in it sho could q:.-:HJ.li.ru it. Tho
most she over did- was 40 refer ocooa- |

. But there canin o day-whenr Abnor Imt!
1o could
never do curpeniry work ageln ithough
ho' recovored so that ho could get round .
the house. Then b was Celln's turn m‘
take the long waulk dolly back and forth.
Hhe went out sewing In-town., As bhe
plodded back evenings and naw the Mlitla
yellow house at o dbilnuee whe would
romamber whalt her hul.hm‘_id hneh aatd
about ita looking Hke n plonsunt fire
wnlcnmlnn' him home. At Inst it looked
lke that to her. : !

But In the winter when the hard ralne
wol Celln fhrough Abner worrlad. "W'u
ought to move Into town,” he sald. =

Colla made light of the matter, but n:ll
one winter succeeded another b grow
hard to hold hor wbrelln agnlnst tho
storms and Lo drag her rubber-shod feot
through the mud.

Ome spring Abner Insbited that tho
pince xhoitld bo put Into the handn of o
No one knew
from .Lg.m:-ru words how ho droaded
seliing the Hitle house that ho” himusslf
had bully. His young strongth nnd hopos
had gone into {t. Now dally he st
mlone at the window after Uelln had
gone to__work._oxpec |.|.'|1E_ the . real-katnte
man to comoe with & purchoser. Bomo-
times Abner wiped hils wyes,

“I'm roal stlly!" he chided hhm.ul!ht
“Even Il I did bulld this house, X needn't
fewl ax i IL wore part of me! I wouldn't !
have Cellan know' how Y fool about It

bullding that dish closot for Cella. Was
I not prowd when I got the shingling
Mow dtrong I wan thonl*™

Every day was In ahtichpation partmg
day to Abner. 3But the months went
place, Then ona evenllng 2 man camb
the mon and hix wife had come from
the southern part of tho country, ani on
the advice of hiy cousin's folks, who
lived In town, he had bought a good

wished he had bought property furthor
out so that he could have o vegetable

"LI'm

really & mover of houses™ ha
sald, |

“Dowri south In the elty wo came

Y camo to zeo you about I, do you think
you and X could trade pl ¥ Of coursoe
your place out here hasn o) good deal
more lund than my place In’ town has,

if Y'd move your houze Into town on my

fat

T the-water pipes nnd gas plpes-and bulld

' .b-

- hia dally rlde. Without. n chlmney e

- even?™

“tea and fry cggs amd bacon,

“this place” sald Abner hesitatingly.

and make w little fire.
-ihome sl night she would make a fire |

Iol and sel your houso up Lhere with «
good foundation and econneot you with

you m uhimuu}.r. would you brade plunﬂs

“Wa've hoen lr:.!!:mr nll -summer to sbll

He and Celln thought over . the plan
for o week., It appealsd to Abnaer, bo-
causer they ecould move ond still -keep
tite houxe. It nesd only bo Ufted* on
rollers .and moved, and that would solve
both probloms—Colls would have no more
lopg walks, and Abner and she would
still Mve In the bouse that he hoad bullt.

Bo tho mover and.-Abtmor made aut
the deeds for tha oxchunge of  thelr
platﬂ'l,, mni the yellow hmu.n wak ™ monnt-
od.on rollers and sthrted on s joumoey
down the long rowd. -Abner enjoyed

could do no cobking, and he wans far too
crippled to- ellmb down  into "tha rohd
When Cella cdme

of chips beslde the read and boll some
“Then she
would slece:bread anfl clhoese, and thoy,
would have thelr pleasant supper while

- Abnper told of things that the maover and

'h!s uliuLunt. hm:l llnll.t durin: t.lln r.ln_v.|

- oo e Sy

L

1'Wo nover ought Lo have Telt thoanl

"lot Y let yvou have,

1 I—eoverything's tled up.

No_ome apoke,  Theny, the mover roan

decide’," Eald Crlin " Kinaly.,” ""We cught 1o’

Tavni. =}

“The gdeecd's mnade nuL und recorded?®
blustered Abner. "why, it'a nnﬂ.u—
lons to ask us to change back! That's

-what I call it, sonndalous?”
Celle did not answer. - Ahner tnlked
Indignantly. By wul by they retired,

Every ovenlng the walk homo grow shorl-
er for Colla every morning whan =he
left for work she would joke ubgut_where
on the rond she would moecl Abner und
thie houso that evoning.

Ong nlght the tittle yollow houso just
reachad the edge of lown, It was n
nuew Joy for them thet it hed atopped
for. thn nlght near o lamy post.  “Thoe

‘| itreet lamp shone Lrlghtly n at the win-

tliows.  After suppor Cella-did not light
tho house lomp-she wanted W pnjoy the
novelly of e stresol” lomp, ‘They lu.t..:
tulking in its rudlance. :

"'““r']:"mrun'“t “take Ture T than o couples of.
duys before wo rench our lob the mover
kuys,” observed Abner.

‘T'here wos & rup ol the door. Cella
opeied W, and  there stoosd he mover
pnd o woman whon o Introduced oy
bl wifo, )

Cella hastened to lght the Lunp. “Wao
winre  Jusl mitting hore talklng by Lhoe
light of tho streeb lwmp,' sho explained.
“Fhrns g4 Lhough we've roally renchied
Lown Lo have o slreet lump shine ioto
our windows ko nlee nund bright.*

Then Celln notlend with consbernn-
tlon that the mover's wife wu eryving
noftly. ;

“I'hore
kindly.

“Oh, I oufight Lo be Lhere thls minute!™
the woman sobbed, "Oh, mother, molhorl

there Nelllal™ wdd the ) Iover

"'My wife got o telegram teo-night that
upiol her,) explained the mover. “Tlor
mather down south where we enmo from
B hed o sudden ntroke of paradynbs.
My wile In Lthelr nniy cidld. ¥er father
telegraphed.” |

“Oh, I cught to bo Lthera this minutel™
lumoented the movere wife,” “I'll never
leave thiem sgain—never!"

“Fherg, nowl™ sald  Celln - pltyingly.
"Moybe your mother will Uve o long
time yeb. I've known folka to lve years
Fnftor u stroke. Voarsl Muybo sho——"*

“Wa ought never to hoave left her and
I:'JLLI:,i{rl" pobbedk tha mover's wifo hyu-

Lerically,  “Oh, we've got Lo ttmvu h::u:lc
t thira rluht offl"

“Yiush, Nellle, Jhush!™ gald tho dls-
tructed mover.. ““."nu re "golng on tho
morning trolnt"

Ho turned {'IF'F:H‘rII.f.F]H m Abner. *I

know it un awful thing to ank you,” he
patd rapldly, “"an awful unbusinesslike
thing!  You'll think we'ro crawmy. Dub
would you boe willlng to exchange our
ploces wdn?  You toke boack the place
ynu Uvedd In and give me back the town
lot?  You see my wilfe inulsts on our
golng south to Hve agaln, and you nee
yoursell how long It might take me to
nell your place out there. And I can't
wilt, my money's all ted up. M}r contiln
In town anys that, i I had that town
he would buy It from
me right olf! Dut he won't buy the
place you MNved In., Says it'sn too far
out, I'm in o NAx. Would yousboe wllling
Ir ¥ moved you back there where you
used to lve and flxed you up Justk as
nlce nux you uked to be? X'd pay for the
legal  papess. Y11 o anythlhg reason-
nble If you only'll glve me the deed to
the town lobt and leb me pull you back
to your old placel Then I could aell
the town lot to my cousin and go nouth
with a little money, inatead of belng
broke,!" _

Cellan and Abner were staring ot -the
mover In amaremont.  “Pull us back!™
repented Abner.

“wou see,” sald the” mover oxcltedly.
“Oh, don't ery no, MNellled Doan*t dear!
You'ra golng in tho moming! You noe,
"1I—" Mo stop-

ped; hils volce was shaking.

retorted . Celin, still zobbing.

Abmer rome nnd smoto his pillow,
“Aln't we golng to got to  sleep to-
night?” he dgmanded. "I declare there's
a hole.In Lthet curtain!™

He plunged to the window and Jorked .

Tup the shwde, The sireet Jamp hlumd
in.

“Might os well have It look nlrnluht

inl" he nald. *“IL mukes me Norvous,

pocking ab me through that holel Beemnd
Hko an eyoe looking at me'’

Crlla oo one her elbow,  “Whnl kind
of nelghbors o you suppose we're golng
by have Inf town?" she Ingulired.
MoeAulltTes weroe nuch godd nelghbors ocut
ub our old placel
your hwl thal ewfal full how Mo-
Anllife sut up with you nighta?"

Abner did nobl wuswor,

MMat's go back to them! nald Qelin
t}uhlty: ol Abnert T Just think how
gl that mover will be If you toll him
your'llk ehmnge Dloces ngain ol o cun
pall us buckl: And, Abner, all 4he housos
round our lot In town wre bly und while,
I don't bollove theyl! lko w Nitlo yellow
house Uke this—thds pun'kin comling und
aitting next o them!*

By nmed by A'Ir.nnr burst nle = liageh.
“Waull,"” he madd, “"yen, wo will go baekl
I haven't seen so much of the country
In yvoanry. I wun thinking to-day that X
wat wrry my rlde wan admost. ended,
wnd I'm golng to tuke It ull over uyuinl®
1 ehuckled.

“O Abnerl™

eried Colle fervently. "0

Abnurl You're the best wmunl*
“Puhaw!” sald Abner. “What nbout
you? ~ You ure the ono that's golng to

hve to walk aftor coewing all day!™

*Mow T oguens we cean go to oleep,' aold
Coelin, alghing contentedly.

with thelr kindly heusrls at reot thay
slept unmindful of tho street luanp dar-
Ing in b them, ]

The next mornlng thy mover ocamo;
b wun weary nnd hapoelens-looking. "My
wife got off on thet ewrly truln,' hw hald
Hutlessly and stnod awnlting his senlence.

“Well, slr,” mld Abner, “wo've con-
chided that we want to rido back againt
You cun Just head ux for our old place.
Havoe the decds fixed up, wnd we'll ox-
chinge thie places back ngoaln™

Thoe mover roalsed his oyoen
"You'll do IL?" he ansked.

Abner nodded. "I'm just looking for-
wirid (o the ride back home," he anld.
“Celln nnd I want to seo the McAullifes™

The mover jumped into the nir like o
bay., *"Olory!l IT'Il gel you boack to Lthoso
netghbors so quick youll surprlze them!
Muan “hllve!l  You don't know the kind-
neay you've done mel!  Ienven bless yout”

o pnatched Abnerts hand and ahoolk
it mightily. *I'll have my partner 11X o
posd ehimney Torfyou,” he shouted, “and
repalr u*.-'._-r:.rl,hlncr" und—"

o do" uald Abner.”

The mover and hils helper procecded
to ntart the yellow hatine back alang tho
vod over which it had rocently travael-
Jeedd.

“There won't be any slreet light to
bother me fo YTEan't sleep to-nlght."
skt Abner.

Celin kianed him pood-by and started
for the plauce at which nhwe was to now.
Bhe wus gled for Lhe mover, yel sho
thought of the ralns next winler and
how wot she should be when ahe walked
home from town. *Bot there!™ sho aald
to hersell aa aho remembered thoe mover's
grateful face, =Y woulidn't be happy it
we'tl dlsappolnted himi"™

Abner enjoyed his dny. e zat at o
window and watched those who rodo
paat, I they wore peaple who had secn
the houze moving toward town, ho en-
joyed thelr astonlshment, the expres-
slon of thelr fncer, which ceemed to nay,
“Was Y mbtaken? “~Waan't l{mt houso
coming W town?

“Can't think what afls us, coan you?"'
Abner saldl to himmolf and chucklod.

SThe mover mnde haste to arrango the
legnl papers nnd nefl the town lob to his

qulckly.

| Lhat?

“I'hn:

You rephomber when |

nervously. *“Of course you have ‘tho
right, thoe Jegal right,” he slommerod.
““Oh, they've gobl righti" anbbed the
mover'y wife. "Weo haven't uny!”
—Tha-—man's—despalelng  eyes . plerdad,
Celin's zonl. Yier hoart melted within
her.  “You let wys have till morming to

have o Hitle time 40 think it over.

"Thuat's 50" skl the mover miserably.
“Of course you've got the right, tho legal
rlght—" ‘

o stumbled toward the door. Coella
held the lamp for bim to seo to huln'
his tehr-blinded wife down from tho
ralsed housa, “Good nlght,” Celln sald
genlly and went Into We house wll‘.h the '

bub they wers not able to aleo)y,
“Wo've got o legal rvight!”™ mubtbered
Abnoer to hls plllow. X should amy wol”
Ilo climbed out of bed ol jerked tho
window shado down, "Dothor that streol
Inmpl!” he sald aspltefully. "It maokes
the room so lNght Y can't sleepl T4
must be 'lovenn o'clock! Ilow long do
mtreoel lamps burn?* L
“All nlght, ¥ poes” sald Collns Ier
volee sounded stifled, us if with tears. |

"I hope thore 18 no kbreot light 'near: -

our lotl™ grumbled Abmer. -"What E.H.'III.I1

erying wbout? ... -
“Naothing,” sakl Colin.

UYou be ool smapped  Abnar.  “You

erylng ubout those folksy .~ . |

Colla bogan ' to sob, 'O Abnor," she
wndd, T gol to thinking sbout that
womuni's poor old father and mother,

What If ‘twax qpo had u atroke, and our

“daughter off somowhoere, and you tolp-

nrnphlttu: her to somo home, O Abner,
mumm il; wak uu. and Elluu WELs Ilvlnu*—"

L8
¥ L |

&

i
nlym l.luﬂlun.d o uw.nh.m

coutsin, “Now I'll be able to go south
not quite broke, thanks to you!l" hn dald
to Abnoer, ’

. Ie left the work of moving the houne
to- his pariner..n.stalwart  Nqrweglon
who had severnl sons. "I'Ml nover forgol
yvour kindnean,” snld the mover ny ho
Tunde good-by
Houth.

Wext day the MeAullffes honrd t.‘ﬂn.l:.
Abner and Celln were coming back, and
Mrs. McAuliffe caomoe down theo road to
wilcomn the litle hﬂl.l!:ﬂ as It rolled on
ity return Journey.

“I'm no glad you'ro coming hm:l:l"
indd Mri, MoAullite. "It beon Lo lone-
some to look dver al your place nnd not
woe your housel  Wo'll huve w regulur
houne wirming for youl™

Dailly the yollow house cronked onward,

beYore Teaving  for

und longer und Tonjer grew Colla's wrﬁku'

home nt night. 1 nhuh't hm.r:: to mnko
Lten beslde the romd muny mora nlghta”
“A_ fow moro
duys-and wo'll reach olir plucel”

“While they were eathig stuppet” b rap
apunded ot the door, Colln oponed 1t
Thera stond  the real-osinte agent o
whom, before any oxchanges had been
Cmnde botwaen Almer and thy mover, Lthe
relling of the old place hm! boen  In-
trusted.

“Well,” sald the agont, “who owns Hll.'l
place oul, here now, you folks or thb
mover?'" -

“Weo do' mald Abner,

"o I heard,” sald the ronl cutelo
moan, “Well, —ot lust . I've gobt  a "good
atter for lt. Yvp o couple of mon, pari-
ners, who want. to buy your place, cush
dowrs ‘I'ey want it for o plgeon farm.
Hommy  thure's n bly moarket for sgunhs
up in the olty, and these men caleulste
to dross the sguaby pvery morning and
tnke them b thelr car to thot eooxly
three o'vlxek traln. Thoey've beon In the
plgeon buslneas bofore somewhere. They
sro golng to put up o blyg bamillke bulld-

~ the
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