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GCH wnow hod Leon, piled in a drilt upon the window
gill, und e wind ‘wes blowing medly through the
deseriod streets. . Lowrie looked out wnd the Iql::cﬁng
of loneliness which had: possesned him all day was
amtensified.

“Chrstmaoas,"” he wanl half aload, " and here 1 ome
~without a {riend to wigh me well; with nobady 10 care -

whether 1 am mwerry or sad and with no one to whom
I may eten offer ' fnendly grecting. T suppose the
Boy mn the elevator or the porter would be plud
entouph Lo exchange a word or two with me, if 1 made
it worth while, hbut—"' : Lo
He suddenly ceased Lo think of his loneliness and
ptogd in o listening attitude,  In the adjoining room
B woman wus sinping.  The notes were faint, bhut
gweet.and clear; yet there was a pathos in them that
stronply appeuled to him. e inclined his head to
hear the words:’ ' '
“"Lead Kindly Light, amid the enarcling gloom, 2
Lend Thou me on! :
' The niullfin tlnrk and ¥ am far from home—
Ny Tend Thou me on."' : :

— I‘H e

‘Christmas Goods

. Silverware in Tableware.
Fine Variety.
Also Fine Cutlery.
Hardware, Tinware, Granite-
ware,

R Jn Varety.
Pandora Stoves and Ranges,
Famous Heaters,

. Swmmll Stoves. Oil Stoves.

Many Ariicles suitable Jor
Christmas Gifis |

' C.C.SPEIGH

MILL STREET
ACTON

" . I :
- Christma
. £ e
Gifts
We olffer one of the best

assorbments of gfts for Xmas
__that can be had, such ns .

Rockers
Jardiniere Stands
. Pictures
____Child’s Sets__
~ Parlor Tables
Morris Chairs, Etc.

- Oranythingsuitable luryounyy
ar old in the House Furnishingy

line at CI'_I'Y PRICES. |
JOHNSTONE
- & Co.

MillSt. - -

CHRISTMAS '
SUGGESTION

Acton.

-
o e ——

. "-.' t J]r' s
-~ Photographs
. L | n“"-‘"-"’;. Exceedingly Ac-

ceplable Christmas Gifts

We shall be plensed to look

after your wants in this line.

—Artistic nnd s:utti'?.fm:l,nry work

 assured.  Tlave vour sitting

©  made carly as possible! There
o _ i

15 nlways a rush at Christmas.

J. BAUER
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The singrer paused and Lowrne stood looking out at the whitling
enow which was Enlll.inﬂ"_m; thickly that the light of day was nlmost
The afternoon was well gdvanced.  Soon' the electric

C.C.SPEIGHT gt o ~ -
" & lights would begin to glow m the_streets, nmil the candles” on the

Chnstinas Lreen I

wiould he Iii;htcd. i
Happy chuldren
would shoutl with
glea; fond parcnts
would  join  their
little ones o pav-
ing expresgion Lo
the spint of the [.H
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lovers woulid be
grectimy’ cach
other with delight
wul hoe would be
gitting down to
cut han Christmay
dinner alone, with
no one but o
waiter who ex-
pecled —a. tp to_.
piva him n word
of cheer..
Between hin
room and the one
which was occn-
pied by the sinper
there waz a door,
eviudently to bhe : _
opened anly in cane the two apartmenty were u!:q:!! ut part ¢f n nuite,
Lowrie, who wat far from home and alone in o big hotel for the firct
Lime in his life on Christmas day, loaked curiously at the doeor for n
moment and then_went over to it and putting his ear cloze Lo the
panel, lictened. After a little while he could hear a foint sound as of

O e 1 ads Witkaur & Puissdis vo Wit Me W™

some ono racking on the curpeted floor, and precently, very zofltly and

" gadly the words: . . i

L " And for Bonnie Annie Luurie I'd lay me down andd dee.™

Then there was silence apain.  Lowrie stenipghtened up, wallked
to the window, and after looking out for a moment turncd back with

= emile. Taking one of his cards from his pocket he wrole on the
back of it: “Merry Christmas,” und.pushed it uwnder the door,

He drew a chair gver near tho door and st down to await develop-
ments. It was rapidly prowing dark, bul he forgol to Fiw himuelf for
hig loncliness and neplécted 1o turnbn the electrie light.  Jle wan
wondering if his cand had been geen nnd Lrying to picture to himsell
the kind of woman himneighbor might be. ~

_ " Perhapy,” he thoupht, "'che i stout and hau gray hair, She
‘'may oven have grandchildren.  Well, in any ovent, she has n sweet
voice, and it is a certninty that sghe is lonoly.™ ' ]

+ . Yo had closed his oyes while he was muring, and his Thoughts
winged away to the place where his mother and sisters wore probably
.entertaining their fnends and wishing he might bo with them. At
length he came out of his reverie nnd, looking dgwn, at the place wherae
he had pushed his cand under the doeor, saw something small nnd ‘white.
He picked it up eaperly, turned on his lght and read:

*“Thank you, and may your Christmas be o thousand (old merrier
than mine." . :

It wans a woman's writing in the fasghionable gerawl, but no
name was signed to the message. She haud merely used o strip of
the paper furnithed by the hotel, 80 there was no lunt of her identlty,
Lowrie's interest was aroused, and he decided to punjue the adventure,
On the stand in his reom were cevernl gheetn of paper, in addition to
pen and ink.  He zat down and wrote: - ¢
| “Y am here nlone, o stranper,  Ta it fair that o Christinn should he
friendless on Christmas? ™ " -

This messape wat pushed under the door, nnd almost immedintely
the comer that had been lgft protruding on hin side disappeared,
Evidently the lady had expected a continugnee of the correspondence.
Lowrie forgot thot he was loncly ; forgot thatn hi[I! hatel far from homa
was a dismal pluce to b in ot Chrstmoay time. Te wan busy waondpr-
ing whethor there would be an unswer to his note and what it would be,

¥lo was not kept loslyg in doubt, und the thrill which he experienced
when he saw the folded picce of paper gently pushed under the door
was one of distinet pleasure.  With nervous engerness ho picked it
up and went prer to the tnble under the chandelior.  Ag he opened it
the world suddenly became dismal ngain. Tt wan his own note that
had been retumed to him.  Dut hig digpppoiptment was brief.  Under
his messape the Indy had written the one word, ™ Ditto."

tricd to picture to himsell the lndy in the mljuiuinf ronm, i
© “Pghaw!™ he thouphe at lust, “she is probably o goad, plam old

geul who is the vietim of spme such combination ‘of circumutuncos ny
that whith hAw'placed o ip my presopt predicamont.  Tf she’ were
youny and beautiful she wouldn't be alone and meglected. A young
and Beautiful womnn never had La sigh for altentjon or companionship,
Yet, why thould I _
merely becauss she i unfortunate enough to'be unable Lo elaim youth
or Beauly?  This is a time when gond will should prevail, a time whon
every one should moke an elflort Lo b kind.”

Thon he took up his pon apgain and wrote:

“"May | be

permitted to offer the greeting of o well wisher, and to

hope that T shall not bo considered too bold if T suggont that it might.

bo possible for us te have a littlo Christman festival of our own?

Thouyh we are strangers to each other there i no reason why we

should not at such o timo as this be friends, * Elliott Lowrie.”
He pushed the paper under tho door and listened,. with his ear

apainst the panel.-'~He heard the lady eross the room to pet the
2 & ' : " o Ji !

~room at all.

After he had studied the matter [or o.time Lowrie ot down and - _
—spread the paperout boforrhinr—Helsnked-nt-iteurioualy-nnd -again—rushed-ovor-to Lh-elovator andaxetursoed-to-the fif

srmit hier to remain, there alono and unhappy:
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mestage; heard her ngeshe picked it up.-‘mul cxpenenced a curious
feeling ug be renlizbd thuat they were separated only by an inech or two
of wainl. g3 d = '
" “'What curious beings we are,”” be thoupht, " wmd how we shot
ourcelves out from one andther,” We sit’ In Jancliness and despair
when heyvond the thin walls apainst which we lean=there may he
others who, if they knew of our troubles or were pwars of our oxistence,
mipht hnve it in their powér to lend s happiness or rescue us from
misfortune, It is all Because of the foalivh conventionality by which
we are enslaved. T hope she may ut least wear her hair in g beconung
fnchion. - Almait any woman can be attractive if she knows how to
wenr her hair"” i
He heard the-lndy-go-away from the door and crows the roosm
npnin, umld, funcying her sitting at her table aod dipping her pen in
the ink well, he went to the window,  The lights were plowing in the
plrect: the snow was coming down in n slanting deluge, and o few
- prople with upturned collars and biowed heads were hurrying wlong
fur below.  As he stood looking out it occurred to him that o warm
voom in u bip hotel was not- o bad place in which to b, oven at
Christmns time and fur from home.  The unswer he expected waon
waiting for him when he turned from the window.  This i what the
Luddy had written: g
“Thank you for your kipd preeting, 1 hope I ghall not be con-
pidered too bold if 1 gsupgpest that you propose some way i which we
cun determine whether we shall care nfter we have teen cach other to
have n Christmas festival of our own. It would be nwhkward if we
were Loy decide to bave a festival and then you were to fitnl, on secing
me, that you did not eare 1o po an with it, or if T were-to have o similar
feeling after teciny you.,  We oupht to decide upon tome plan which
will leave ench ﬂ} us’ free to ndvunce or retreat without making it
embnrraning for tho other.  You ceam o bo resourceful. T leave it
to you to supgrest nomode of procedure. "Constanee Hallnck,"'
It huel not previously ocenrred Lo Lowrie that the lndy mipht after
pecing him be inclinet]l to wish to continue’ to treat him an o stranger

Candd he was disposed ot firet Lo bo.a bhttle resentfu] because she had

hinted at suel u possibility. It was Christomg time, however, nnd ho
penerously forpave her,  After having done that he began working out
u plan in accordance with her supgestion.  In a fow nunutens hie: huadd it
forimulated, It all came to him as if be had been mysteriously an-
ppired, and he made haste to write it out, thus:

“My Dear Miss {or Mri) Hallock: In a hittle while the fow

———unfortunate people who are stranded here wall bepin nesembling m the

dining room to partake pf such Christmns cheer as may be had
there., T propose that we join them. I you will take o sest nt
one of the sonll tables at the east side nf the room, T will wateh for you
as yvou enter,  In cose T denire, nfter ceving youw, Lo [‘Hﬂl[}h!!’-t! thie nr-
ranpement which has been suprpested, 1 will enter shortly aflter you, 1

- pwill pretend to have forpotten ramething, and, just after grettingrinside

Cthe room, turn to po out. Delore leaving the room, however, [will -
plunce over at you and pavse, for an instant. If you bow to me T will
know that the Christmag festival is to procecil, and after [ have pono
ont for p moment T will return, preet you as if you were my dearest
friend nnd git dowh beside you.  In ease you do not bow to ma when |
inure before poing out T will not return. Or i when I have tecn you,
l do not wish th o on“with the programme T will not enter the dinimg

Thus we shall both eccupe any embarrazsment.  IF this

plan mects with your approval T will go downstairs in fifteen minutes,

nnd tuke a position from which it will be pousible for me to ses you as
you direct the head waiter to give you n seat at the east side of the
dining roonr, _ Wt “Eiiott Lowrie,"”
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In u little while this answer was roturned : " Your tidea is a ver
ingenious ong; hut make it twenty minutes insteénd of fifteen. ~ T sha
need that much time to got ready, {Mizz) Conutance Hallock,"

Twenty minutes later Lowrie stoad near the door of ‘the dining
room. Only four lndies had entered, and they hnd all been necom-
mnied by men.  Then there came u woman who was unnccompanied,
She wan very tall, very anpular, very much made up, and she bentowaed

upon him a silly smile an uhe passed ndigr where he stood. i

With a feeling nkin to homesickhess he watchad her us she
lingered near the entmpee until the head waiter approached.  Lowriq
gww her point toward a small table at the east nide of the room, and
gad. at hoorl, hoe turped away.-- Hardly: vealizing - what -he dul;-he——
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downenst, and completely abliviquy of the fact that it wiis a timo when
jrood will sheuld have prevailed, he burried nlong the hall toward his |
room, intomting to shut Wmeolf up thore until the next morning, when
it would be possible {or him to eseape fromthe hateful pluce. '

Au he was half Blindly fombling ot the keyhole the door of the
‘adjoining ronm oponed, nnd, looking up, he heheld w7 Tady, youny,
pracelul, heautiful nnd tastelally dressed. -Sho seomed to bo gurprived

to gee him and paused for n moment as if she intended to rotreat.  But
“gho thoupht bottor of it when Lowrie took off his hat, looked at hig
wutchrand, sniling in.a way that caused all her doubis to flee, snid:
- "You are ten minutes luto, Miss Hallock, and thise ten minutes
almost enused me to misd what T am sure’is poing to be the most de-
lightful experionco of my life;" % o

A yeyr later they oceupied theso roomy apain, and the door be-

tween them wan open.  But they word on their wodding jourduey, then.

Ho nlwayn rendy, of courve, Lo ptrike the'iron while it i hot, but .
be ready, alto, to make it hot by striking.
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