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CHRISTMAS.

Hall Holy Seaton, of pood will
Forgotien sov be every [,
That through Lthe byesone Year,
l=gther 1o boother-iian hath wrought,
And be wo all h{ Chrislmos tauglt,
Ard br all {celings dear,

With all ourfellaws, fauils (o bear,
Since their lnfrmities we shase,
%o this our 1notlo be,
Baotk to forgive and to lerpel,
And each [0 cach oTARIDS BOL,
(1 Chrisden cplty,

Cuntstass, with all its joyoes and happy |
amociations and {houghls, comes upon G
ogce mare ; and, emid the panse in the Lzt
tle and dig of lif¢, our mizde turn foom the)
sotid realitics af this maties-of-fact world ta)
contemplate the brighter and warner things.
of tocial life. Tavoung and old. rich and!
poar, thie most welcome adid festive of all
seasons of {he vear, Lrings a fecling of pladd
vess and rejoicing, which neither time nofl
circamatapces can cootrol or affect TLE
veriess ifant in the eradle, learns to lisp ita
weloome to old Sanfa Clawe, whose advenid
it appresiates as one of the great events ‘i
stz eventinl e dstonce; and, as the wordering
geuses of the cager little toddlers of ::-:I-:WE

- ripezing years drink in the’ etory of t €
wfigbe in the Manger,” and the * Firs
Cliretmas morn oa the Hills of Bethlehem,!
theirhesks are Elled anew with delight
Truly, the “tidisgs of great joy brng ttej
gladdening inflednoe 1o all people. The ve
sir seams to partake of the genenal fone o
crisphess and cheerfulness, an it echoes th
the merry shoats of romping school<childre
ard pleasact salutations of those mare &
rapced iz e, Everyone scems .
with s new vipor; end afl hard thooghts
ard onseeming feclingr, are as eleotually -
hidden away as the dark earth leneath thl
glixtening Foow. '

. What & host of sweet recolleclizes u

Spwakened within s, oa each relom of
Lapor time, a5 we look backward to thp
“sornes o yeATs pofie by ; when, at beom
peslaps, a1 boys, we pathered argend €
old family bearth,listening with lated breath

‘o the krshad tones of the pever-tiring siory
telle= cr, as we joiced with whole sounl in
the frolics of Christmas Eve under the bok;
Iy anc mistietoe. -

How digtizetly naw we seem fo hear on
mase the websome ssend of the rillage charch:
bell, rizging ozt itsezmmons Lo worshi)

g the elear froaty air of Cansimis morziag.
Tha cher=h, de-ked with holly and evee-
green, the passon, the chair, the anthewm,
even—all trocp o before vy in euocestion,
gz i carinpior s moment cpon 122, A4 a
child opoa & brokea toy, we tom away &
" lastwith A Egh. 2 o
It iz gar intentiop, with the presest pome

Ler, to revicw iz & briel ®ay, a few of

ike ;

Customs and Observances

witieh ere peealisr to this peried ¢f the
vezr, scd o inqzire into the ongin and
ezate of meny of the pasosiations thag bave
linked themsalves so insepamably to if. 1L
iz doisg 83, we should go oves syme grouad
slready familiss o our resdess, we; only
crave thelr indelgence 1o toe matier, I:I-:ping
that ther may énll ind e3me ite= of |inser-
est, or at !s13; . re‘etepce, which may - n&
il some of those iccidents connected with
sk past that ever toteh & teader chardjin
toe human peart, f
From time immemorial, 2ongst 0os 0oy
imrbarscs brteven refimed eations, caston
hrs sorrocsded the winter sdletize) with
asy edlema 1ad pecaliar reliciozs rifes
2ol seremonies  Of thete mosi poticeable
" in point of immportazes the it Ii
Festival of the Eomany, thd E-l.ml‘n.'l-ﬂ_l..
talee the load, About the middle of Daﬂlalin-
e 1t began and continged many days, dar-
icg which time gooemal license was given $o
iallity a=d murth of every description. ||
Cszld we go bLack throzgh the loog
cpacs of intervening cycles to the time whea
Pome wzs in%ibe zenith of ker splendor
and masmiScence, and drop into theold city,
on ooe of the gala daye of this festival,

God Rest Hou, Werry Gentlemen,

Tis piace of blrtk, a solemn angel fells

Tas mfﬂt shepherds, keeping walch by night:

They gladly thither haste, and by & cholir

0f squadroned angels, hear his earel sung.
—Miifon's Paradise Repalnad,

. |

. Gon  rtest yoo, mer-ry gem - tls.man, Let oothing m-ﬂ:-m;;- Ba
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tidiogs o great [oy.

Iz Bethlshem, (0 Je
baba wad AW,

From (od our Heavenly Fath
A blesmed] angel came,

Aad onts certale shepherdy,
Brooght tidings of the same,
How thaf (o Bathlehem was
The San of God b7 DATE-

-

iTs

Oh! Tidingw, Ee.

da

onlr
Him

“Far God so fored the worid thal He
bagotten Son, thar'whosoever

ghonld mat pesish bai have everlammg
life.® Joha 3-—I8
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1o get Wire Cloth for Fannng

Rejai much o mind,

Azd lefl their flocky a-feeding

Te tempest, gtorm and d.

And went Lo Bathichem stoaightwar,

This biessad babe to fod, .
Ok Tidings,

Bui when (o Bathlaham they came,

Ther f ﬁ&hngfﬁthrm# g
ey fonn i

V¥ here

oxen feed on hay,
His mother M Enes ;

Unio the Lord - ;
Oh! 'I'IEJ-:I..Lng-n., ke,

Now b the Lord slng pralsas,
All yoo writhin this place,
And with troe love and brotherhood,
_Each other now embraca |
This holy tide of Christmas
All gthars doth deface.
Oh! Tidingsy, &c3

p———

F:nHi:] able sitanted & ward or two might not be

out of place. Amongst the dense cak for-
esis of primitive B.itain, 1his plant fouruh-
ed in comparative laxariance, [estooning the
trees with its sprightly folinge in mid-winter;
and such was ita |
grpwth, in those days, that in many places,
trees might be found so completely covered

all | it it s almost to *be hidden from sight.

Earving reached the foot of some gant
pak wherson grew the sacred plant two
white balls wers immedialely tied toit by
stoct cords. Then the chiel Druid clad in
white, the emblem of purity, ascending the
tree, cat with a golden knifs the covetad
ereeper, which, as itfell, was canght in the
folds of mcred prisst's robes.  The bulls and
very offen homan victims, were then sacric
ficed and t festivities followed.

In sddition to being reverenced aa asacred

‘ant, the mivtletos was aid to possess many

saling virtnes, and to bring singular {avor

tothose wearing it. The mistietoe bore an

dance and rapidity of.

MIRRORS !
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Offer the largest and fnest assortment of Mir-
rors in thas Dominion, in
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- Christmas Evo In the Oldea Time.

On Christmas Ero the bells wers rong :
On "Christmas Eve the mass wWas suog :
That only night, io all the Emr, '
“nw the stoled priest the chalice rear.
The damsal dooned her kirtle sheen; -
The hall was dressed with bolly green; |
Ferth (o the wood did merry men go,
To gather in the mistletoe,
Theo opened wide the baron's kall
To vaasal, tenaot. serf, and ali;
Power la.d his rod of rule azide, -
And eeremony dofed lus pride.
Tho heir, with roses in his shoos,
That nf bt might village partner choose.
Ege lnrﬂ undamg‘a;mm numﬂ

¢ valgar game af v t and pair.”
All hallad, with mmnﬁﬂﬂd defight
And general volce, the happy night,
That to the cottage, as the crown,
Brooght tdings of ealvation down.

The fre, with wolldried logs suppded,
Went roan:l.ﬁ up the chimney wice ;
The hoge hall-table’s oaked face,
Berubbed Ll it shone, the day Lo grace,
Hore then upon 1s massive baoard,
W mark to part the agqulre and lord
Then was brought in the lusty brawsn,
%lg old blte-coaled & man ;
an thes grim boar's- trowned on high
Creatad With bags FOSCMAY. :
Well can the green garbed ranger tell,
How, when, and woere the monster fell ;
What dogs befors his death Eo tore,
And all bai of tha boar, .
The wasssl] rovnd o good brown bowls,
Garnlshed with ribvbons, blthely trowls,
Then tho hoge slrioln reekead ; hard by
Plam-porri stood, and Christmas-pye :
Wor {ailed Old Scotland tw produoce,
Atgueh high-tide, her savonry goose.
Theo came tho mtt:_f Qers in, -
And carols roarsd with bl me din;
lf nnmelodions was Lhe song,
11 weas & hearty nota, and stroag.
Who lists m%' in thelr mumming &cé
Traces of aAncient mystary;
Whiteahirts supplisd the masquerade.
. And smutied cheaks the visgrs made;
Hut oh 1 what masquers, rehly dight
Can boaat of boyoms ball &3 l%h:!
Enf.l.u..nd wAS MAFTT Euill.:nd.. when
Old Christmeas brought Tis agaln.
* Twas Christmas broached the mightiest
‘Twas Christmas 1old the merriest tale ;
A Christmas bal oft conld chear,
The poor man s heart throngh ball the year
i ~ Eeolt's “Marmisn®.

described abowe in copnaction wizh the yule
log. Games, suchas jumping in eacks, div-
ing in water for apples, jumping at bread
and freacle followed —another cousfom peca-
liar to tne same locality, ag well as maay
others, conzisted as follows : The furmer
and his friends having partaken of hot cakes
and cider, repaired to the crehard, wheerone
having deposited a cake in the fork of the
principal apple-tree, smd thrown cider over
the latter, retired amid the firing of guns and
pistols by the men and boys, the wemen acd
girls sbomting :—

Bear blue apples and pears exow,
Hamfala, gack
Hurrah ! horrah *horrah !

This was considered suffcient to ensore a
bounteons barvest of fruit for the easming
vear, and to effectually ward of il depreda-
tions of witches, fairies, and other spirits.

The Christmas Tree.
is of German orizin, and siili holds a bign
place in that land where Christmas is bou-
ored as & high dav. The tree is arranged by
the semior members of the family in the best
room of the beose, which is kept locked ua-
til the imporbant evening aftives, when the
doar is thrown opan. As the eager juvcniles

troop in, and behold the buge tree ablazs |

with many tapers. and loaded with little
trinkets and presents, such as culy chil iren
know how to prize, exclanmtions of delight
break forth on every hand. The children,
also, are in tho habit of saving -ther
money for weeks, in crder to parchase
gifta forftheir parents.  These arc.concealed
antil Christmas morning, whee tbey arc
brought forth ; and gladdening is the sigas
of parents and childrea as they erperience
the truth of the saying, “'it isTmors blessed

| to give than to receive.” QOuor modern

Santa Clans

a correption, of course, of 3f Nicholas, 1
also & German insiitetion, aliboagh many of
tris characteristic features are inoovalions oo
the original introduced by the Naw Englaad
ssttlers. In the former countrs, the beads
of famili=s often on Christmas Eve, alterse-
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o g e R i : im t part in the celsbrations of the
.5:_-.::315,5:&-'_:-::.'...11 mﬁ-&{:Tﬂ..Ei::. -'_-.!.Ll-l__i'ﬂ!f[d A= Ptindow Guands and every deseription of miﬁ_]rz‘fzu, that time of all others, when
laffe descriptlon. euding o€l WAY | oire work PARTRIDGE & SABISTON.LE the passion for plays and amusements was at
throsgh the gaily decorated streets br pas- | By Strest Toroatd. . ________ (its beight. Althoogh not so plentiful as i
tdgey, areayed Lo holiday grb, htjh-' bosy. EInE METALLICBELT FASTENER | former day, large quantities of it are still
rizltitcde with mary 3 ‘goodnatored jest | VY (Paicated ia Cnate 00, S Coi%Gf | cut nsaally aad,sent to Loodon to grace
. axd friendly tancy, jostle each other izall | 4, PRV L Galring, bolh Lesther aad Rubber of | the homes of rnch and poor. The present
dircetioes as they prsh aloog toward their | JRTIAC Tt bas been Lhoroughirtesiad and I8 | costom of banging it over the door, or oer
varisas destoatioee, Here we see & homely | gpproved of io prefsrence lo,lace Jeathar, belt| oo oo b er ymitab pisce, uoder-which the |
p¢h in hizeages baste forzetiul of all sur- mmhﬁﬁrfuuf;; W“ b t;‘ wsa. Foef - o ik e ik A by of
rocndinge, his course tanic rebbing :In.ﬁ-f-aiu: T odi=m. size 'F"hi‘“lch i guftabls Tor béi.ngtmgk' T e um"l'dL In
the fine foga of the lolty palricias ;jangm & mmm aits, address JOHN WILEINE, | maoy of the towns hamlets of England

1.9

veacrable sepater, of 4 guified conscl|ap- | lington street, East, Toronts, Ontario. ' t is kent up to such extent that eren
pears, and p:.ﬂ:.‘.uﬁﬂg hailed with fanmliafisy | “Jostopened, thelargest and finestpmort- :h:lrl rhfﬁi?iﬂn of lt;:u a piesd i.liti:mﬂ-
Ly & company of b :imtﬂa who do ngt even | ot of Eaglish and Frensh [oatra- ﬂh times fixed, to the discomfort of those of the
besitate, in some inetances, to0 play aiprdcti- | ooy (o piekel, polished stesl *1$ fair sex who may chance to stop to examine
ral joke o3 him (for oae ';'1_' tr-"‘: COATMELETIE" | gof German elver, E the attractions placed within the window.
tics of the festival was 138 miter AbOULIGR | 5o yrer Goods, g'ﬂl N We shall, however, pass ca to notice another
pra tempore of all distinctiors beiwnen the 1“ Send names of | ¢ ery old costom. ;

Toptruments regquired '

cazallv widely geparated castes). llare Ete L

makine for the chisf contres of a:::llument ?ﬁ.’\ﬁh riee by re- Ths Burping of the Yuls Lof.

and straction ; whether to the forum 5 “i.“ﬁm" I::,_TF et This custom comes throagh our Bcandina-
the votaries of Iu[:iﬂﬂ: the wealth 'and re- turn mail CIE%TE‘ Pro ééﬂ?m' vian ancestors, who, at their [easta of Jusd,
cown of the ity gather to jf-cur p aod com- ft., Torvsta. & 2 i at the winter solstice, were in the habit of
i :

nates, cr to the circus Medmuz, or Jem- : hndlmﬁ huge bon-fires in honor of their god
mmariis, wnereare ‘Eeld the great chariot e e Thor of England it is #till

: P . m“‘i parts :
races, the athletic contests, sham bagles, ; f maintainad, althoogh it mﬁﬁm&mu
ko . original  signification. ime j
45 we follow them, we occadonally meet LI E ELLIS & GU cha nged the form of this observance, and 1{
oo theroote—perhaps achariotier, grotesgoe- L ¥ | tha fendal times we find it so traneformed s

ressed, with mask and wig, furigusl : ta ba scarcely recognirable. Th ha

e s i a ey deomees | Uor. King & Tonge 818, T000D00, | (og wae drawn trom ita resting Shi bt

jackassss, the sound of the chariot wheels (The oidest house In the Trade,) * | woods by & large company of men and boys,
MANUFACTURING

al=ast drowned by the gibes cf the ::nluw;i_. amidst sounds of = trelsy and general
At eash turn we are mﬁuui with som: z ; ah;uuh of ﬂ:;ﬂlmmnn -mdh rejeicing.
sion of ridiczlocnessanii so. ’ { who chanced to pass, or who met the pro-
e s, . el | Jowellers & Silversmiths, | xocves, vay £ ita destination, gravely
Boch then was the Salwrmclia (held in . [MPORTERS OF ° uncovered thsirheads and gave exclamation
henor of Saturn the god of Time; and thos tosne ion of devout reverence. Har-

waning existence of the dying od the baronia! hall, it was placed
ﬁ?:ﬁ tﬂﬁtE]Eﬂ in 'th.::lreu “h:ﬂfglﬁ%;t:r[: FIHE WATGHESI on the hearth of the ﬁdﬂh:{lkjfu:nu;?wgm it
old.* :

DIAHUHDs W !lg-ni:ad with the charred remains of the 23 in consideradion of the i:gpurh'ul the mes-

oresers Christmas celebration, bub though | QOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY, | crackied sad roared, casting theiz raddy T 0 R 0 N -E 0 i Christmas morn that the world ever saw,

"1y correct in their assertion fhoy arp not : glow on the massive walls and lighting should not the heart be marry mdmimlutter
bl oo | FRENGH CLOCKS, ;

absalately so. - words of gladness?
s T gl it
i Sl el ot e | STERLING SILVERWARE,

lecting a present for each child as his or her
character suggested, sought cat someold
: | man in the neighborbood, who, all dressed
up with white robe and fur, fax wig, busk-
' ins, etc., came mext morning and, to the
armarement of the youngsiers, presented each
with *the very thing he was locking for.”
F Ax we have waid before, the old gentleman
-who perferms the same work in this land,
under the well-known cognomen of 8¢, ik,
has had many sdditions to his outfit in the
shape of a handsome cutter, o team of feet
reindeers, etc., and as ke goes his yearly
ronnds, gilent and aaseen, save by thoee whe
are kept awzke by the efects of too hearty
a sopper, Do person oo earth is for the
time being so popalar. But we shall leave
par friends with this jolly littie old fellow
withoat a further introduction, for we are
gurte there are none who do nof recogui
him as one of the first of theirchildhood’s ae-
quaintances.

. oar ln-der:_: Ghrl.ltm:.l.'

We have fallowed, then, ina hurried way,
gne or two of the innumerable cbsarvances
which bave been kep! up from time
to time doring this period - of
the year -by peocple Who knmew
noshing of the ciréumstances connected with
the important event in the history of the
world which occarred nearly nineteen cen-
turies age. e shall now speak of Christ-
maa ip the connection which gives to i its®
importance and significence in the eyes of
the present age. Althengh formerly set
ppart as & time for [asting and prayer by the
early ckurch, it slowly assumed a different
character, and now many look to if ss &
season lor eating and drinki And why,
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a baron, for the occation, was displaced
& homble sslf, who did the honors of the
style. All fell to
with a. rest, and the sports, carried over

‘? the dark corners, the sports began.
b
by

uess and our countenance with sorrow and
: gravity, and affi:t n::tr hgﬁiaa when ** tid-
f the wsland in connrction wWith a : ings of great joy" are brooght to ns? Ak the
ﬁi&.aa.nnif v held about. the cﬁ of SIL“'EH PLATED WAREI the :?i;idnigtﬁ hmrg‘&d la 'mr:Et 1;:11::'] lih! j PTntﬂ in n.-:nmn p;.rta of Earope, each
the vear, which has not yet altogether lostita , y dawn agnoun e bi of another GO TO A B : andoe solemoily, and austere gravity 1a
H@JFEEQ:G% When tE: imptgfta.n:t diy ar- FHESEHTHTI“H PLATE- g:; And often that dawn revealed the d 2 ' i | givea bo this anniversary t]:_u:t tha :p:ldnm
- Fived, thke Britons sccompanied by |their | : sight of nobles, vassals, and all, heaped to- & | are not allowed to indelge in anything ap-
* priests the Dreids went o " in greatipomp Al €oods GCuaranteed. Prices together in ridiculons meoagrofey amonget And buy all your hing t2 m_a_mmc;nt, while an
and state {o gather 5 lower than an ﬁﬂmmlhﬁ'tfadﬁf tilia ru_;hm mdthe ﬂ&&mﬂ n]l:'nnura ';}iir;amj' D - harda:ﬂ ﬂ:&ﬁwtm :gith a u?f ‘-:unlc'l ;
1¥ attend-| Morphers an stron AvomA 4 1 - n Lmohe BACIUERE. it any
- The Mistletos. | gtll-dgs by mail promptiy lao vt the S ft pioacceded the = | GOODS . | [0 ot children born under such cit-
This mysds p:,-ruéte rﬂqﬂm; Il.ﬂtdmrlpf J. E ELLIS & G yule log. E“i:fmt some d:uh sticks E few : nuﬁfﬁﬁlﬂbﬂhmaﬂ% Enaw plmyhuil;h; leasons
tion tothose who bave 20§ EDOWIEEEED days previoos, the farm ban o forth on w such s celebralion abo ring, of
E[‘hri:tum in the O!d Lacd, but IIutTthm ' Y O.)grr -

E " —_ : ;
(hrstmas Eve, and, gathering a bundle, B F‘hn _ ‘:“ hﬂ .} worse than that, grow up to despiss. the
_ahould be thess who bave nof been sodavor- King and Yonge sts.,, Toronto,  bhaal it mu:h after the sams fashion a8 A‘ ¥ t" 3“ l rne S‘L doctrines of One, the anniversary Ef whose
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