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it naturally resulted that Mollie and I
followed their exaniple. We went to
school together, 1ead together, played
together ; and someliow, wheu Mclly
war eighleen and T was twenly we

{ugred to live together all our lives,

aud were very happy in thalt'lrrmg&
went ; in fact, no other would have
scemed riglt nuturul, either to usor
our parents 3

Frow the earliest days of my 'b-uy
hood I kad & fondaesa for the weter,

| huoting the pulatial steamboats (hat

foated on the great Misvissipi river,
on whose baoks nestled the eity in
which we dwell; und at tLa period tu
which [ am about ta refer' [ bad just
gecured 4 pomtion us pilot on a sl
freight stemmer, '

It wies not much of & position to be.

sute, nor was there much of & salary
atlachied (o it but, rmall a0 it was,
Mollie aud [ decided thut we could
wekea it auswer for Lwo peuple, peither
of them extruvagint or ooreascoxble
beaides which [ ‘Lad hopes of betler
times to come, se I bad received words
of commendstion from my emplogers,
and promises of speedy promotion,

Bo, early oue bright - morning, bav
ing cbtained a day's leave of alsence,
Molli¢ and I were married ; and-step-
ping icto & carriage I had ordersd for
thy oceasion, we statted off, Laving de-

. (cided oo & day's excarsion to a ecele

brated cave near by, this being all’ the
wedding trip We could allow ovrselves.
‘| Not that we cared i the lesst how.
ever; we were (oo happy to bo fo the
{aast distarbed by l.nj" lh.aﬂnnmmgt of

puares,

We bad ecarcely driven hﬁj'-:mi oar
oxn street when we wers hmu:ht- to a

balt. - A messenger whom T recognized
us Lelonging to our steamboat 4 company.
hailed me.

‘“Here's & note to you fmm the
soperictendoot™

Thug il rap :

“Aa sorry to have to. m:ﬂll yoar

{leave for to day, bat you tnost inmmedi-

ately go on board the Mobilia, which
is ready to statt ap the tiver. ‘Lhe
pilot is too il to attend to datly, and
you are sppointed to taks his- ||[u:= for
the presznt"” :

“There poes oar taddmg trip ﬂj iu
smash,"” saya I, ua Hnﬂm md i-hn
order,

‘4 Why so 1" sha asked - P

“You see [ must go.jnto. the pilat
hoose of the Mobilie,” . :

‘“ Vary Well." sbe’ veplied. - " We |
shell jurt go op the river instead of to]

(the cave. Drive on, . Rob ;- 4ot nlgu

down Yo the whatf in state,” -
“But_you cant go into the PL]DL
Louse with me, gou Tgule goose,”
. [ Of coutse not; ht I csn gic on
(hé &Etk outside,” laughﬁ:l Hnllt&. “and

we can cast !uJJELI:LFJlng E]tﬂﬂﬂlu esch Imd before /[ eould may a wnrd n:jr

ather. |

And s it came to pn,gl {Il{tt I iook
possession of e Mobilia's pilot house,
wy beart growing with love and pride ;

| with love,-for there just below me on

tbe litde forward deck, eat my aweet
bird ; with pride, becauss the Mabilia

{was oow of the Gnegt .of !Ea-. most
-1 beaatifnl fosting palaces oo the Missis-

gippi, end ta'p‘ilut- sach & one hnad -for-
years been the beight of Ly ambition, -
The steamer was 5l.tui witk a dr:ruble
cabin, one abova the nf-hrr, the’ upper
one opening upon « small deck reaching
out loward the bow, ne:u' the centre of
whmb oD & rul!md phtfurm was the
pﬂﬂuwm .. This deck was dlways
m:upied by pmangrru and this mom:
ing it war particnlarly cmwded, for the
boat was heavily laden with pr.crpl-!
tuking wdvantage of_ the huuﬂfn

weathor {4 muke an mqnmn o ;.b-a“"'IF W'F"I-'ﬁr my de:r Enulnm! even

; ﬂ'i"E!' T A =

Humﬁ m-ugll fel"iq!nﬂ cht'.led l;nmﬂ'

H.O“I.Blﬂlntm after l!h‘ll&ﬂnd lhunn

e i il

é Lo get a dejak qof ila.t-l!t.:“ ﬁ-ﬂ. W}IIPE:-;
fdtnd:fuah-ﬂ pl.n'ud; bublmqnﬂ

heart a glad, l:h.-nt. hjmn nf rejuicing. . -

- But suddetl; s ory broke from the
cabin bebind me, thal effectuslly
ehgnge& the nurrent of my thouyhta,

“ Rirg | Fire |'Fire " A horrible ery
at all tinies, At moat borcibles of all
when it rings forth ia the widst of gay,
unsuspicious Lundreds Bosting id fun
cied security in the midst m“ the
waters ;

An instant's awe struck. ti!nnm auc
oceded that uwiul ery, l.nd then thl!'-F
buadred voices of men, wopen and
children united in fearful, bearisending
sbrieks for help. . e

“Five! Fire! Firel"

Aye, there was no mmtnh: ahoat it ;
uo fulso alarm.  No onecould tell how
it bad commenced. But there it WHK,
creeping alung the roof of the upper
caot, with the deudly fluines greedily
hp{:{ng ap every serap of awning and

prey.

{“ Thorne I" lhﬂtIIEd the mptlm
“oomerdawn, Lower ber nud yoursell
over the ruil,
cunpot stay there any lunger. WWoaro
weo'll tuke oor chances 00." |
. It was an aw(ul templation. I knew
tbat, did I tol'ow the papiaiq's adrics,
both Mollie aud I would ba dafe, for I
was a good awimmer, and sboold the
boat oot reacls tho shore, I conld BAvE
Lier and m yoolf ; batif I did this whuld

three bundfed sduls on board to ds.
stroction1 Teow, the boat wight keep

remaining to be pasmad mercly from the
impetis of hm sppreach, Lt aguin she
might nui*—-lud thea) °~ -

I lnoked ui:u_r wify nnquiﬁnq_!jr.*

“ Btick to yuur poat, Rub,” sbe ss1d,

“NRo, sir!" 1 lhnu:ad back.
shall stick to mf post ;
here tiil T run: bet clewn oo the' sbore,”
or die Orst,"”

uI

murmured Mallis. : L

"Bal alas for my devoted Mollis | alas
fur me | Not the pilds b ypse ooly, bt
the entire deck around if was :mw ant-

. ronoded by 'ﬂnl;uﬂl. i was Loo fute for

as to lower vurseives by the deck below,
The railing wus ll ablags. -

My arws, released from theie gnmi
innebip ovet the wheel, elusped Mollie
closs to my.heart; but my eyes and
jreaia were busy seeking for soma mode

curtain they cauld fod upon their way,
ever and anon darting loug tongues of
flatacs down to the foar to claspy the
talies and cliairs and settees’ in (heir
béry emibrace,

{ Bilot, bead ber wcrtight to the land,

- There was

etay h&l"ﬂ Hub, ﬂd if #ou die T will

Ak well with a sieve try to scoop np
the waters of the great river o which
the Mobilia fosted, as tey to subdoe
the roariag devouring enemy that I‘.u!.il
seized upon the ill fated stevwer,

The people darted down from " the |
blazing upper eabin to the forward
deck bﬁur where as yeu the foe had
made but little headway, sad where
our brave captain—who was the rigiit
men in the right plees —succeed in
partially quelling tLe panic,

“Keep quiet 1" he ordered — " keep
quiat, and slay just where you are, or
[ will uot anawer fur the lives of any
of you. | The steward will provide all
of you with life preservers; but thers
in no need for any .one to go overboard
—nol yet awhile, at any rate, unless
saicide is dewired, Keep quiet, I nay |

balf & mile‘atead” (We were at least
twico that dmunm fram t,hu nsiolsnd
on eithec shore.) | “ Eogineer, put on
all lif:i'rn-mrd beron ¢ We will run
& race with the foul fend who bas
boarded the Mobjha"

iosiant’s pauss, and
then, with & groan and s surge, with
the timbers'creaking and struining, the
windowe ,n.ll.fng, axd ag though in
wortal terror, the Mobilia gathered
berself op 6 run Kerlasl ruca.

Each : passing moment the flacaes’
crept on and on, never pansing in their
terrille march,” Fortanately they lauped |-
upward rather than downward, so that|
there was yet bat little danger in the
panicairicken crowd oo :her lower

Bat the pilot houss was ;ﬁrﬁﬂ,jl' in
the track of the flames, and alresdy
their advanca guard was beginning to
sarround me, singing m;,' beir and eye
Lrows,

Buddeoly thers wasa murmur lmﬂng
the people below, and the next instant
u light forin flew up the ladder I,E;.u.d.mg
to thé litle deck by the pﬂnt hmrpa,,

precious Bollie had thrawn open. ’EEH:
door, and clesi Ing it ug:un, nl‘-ﬂﬂd :E mj_j",
side ;
2 Hﬂ-‘lhe ‘tlcﬂlm ™ I armd F
beaven's eake gn bmk, gu lm::l: L Dﬂu &
fou ses haw the ﬂumbl aro f:n-rpmg
tu“rduliqml Go, RO, tl:f drnreat-——m
0wn true wife | ' Don't dbmin we by |e
making awe (eat for j"ﬂu ' Go dowh
whers I cin feel thut yoo buva a chwacd
uf la.ﬁ:{g .-

"'« Rigb Thorne'™ she exclximed, with
ber eyes lookiug ‘struight into mire, |

“Am I your wife T :
« Burely, surely, thiok Gﬂ-:l L
mullerﬁd. “Butit} gﬂ"‘ -
s Hj' poet is bero, just as moch s
jmuru is," ghe unsterad firmly, “ I will

‘1.|- q

i i -

die too, We mll mﬂ:unm— weddmg;

| if it be 1nto the next wurltl Eaep 10
your dutr ‘and ‘never mmd we, Roh
There. {8 *hepe "fm:.'u! J"HI‘" m-i*"t!'ﬂ
comwed to the 'ﬂl'ﬂ'-'-.ﬂhj" Pe—and a.g-urr
ewest wrile orept round her lips—4'we
lniiilltn;uhat, dear love™ . - .

T'saw it was uo om. t urige ber any |

1 padate Lox.

{the ug;mmtmuuﬁ uf

af estape from death that secmed e-:h
instant more and more geriwia,

All at once my eyes rested op lh-a
It hud Dot taken Eﬂe yeb -
—fthe flying apray Latd nrw.i i, 1bad
oitly Lo dash seresn the fume swen
detk and Bing oven ¢ litde ﬂ:mrj. in its

biingry d-l'l:ﬂll:l imp-u-:ntr fur their :

We'll éatols ;mﬂ You -

very pear the shorg now, snd the ress

Ia!iheuulv urm every one of tLese "

tw ber course during the short wpace

I shall stay -

- # My brave Rob—my aoble Ra t |
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side, which effyrded reud¥ woeres Lo the - '

wheel, to Juwer aiy procivos chatge Lo
the water beneath io safcty, No sovaer
thouglit.of than dune.

“Tske my bsnd, Mollie,® I ﬁld,

1 and run sfter nue, ,We tball g saved :

after all. Wrap your shawl scrows .
your mouth. ' Nuw, now—eua I*

* Leaping down on the deck, we sped
band in hend to
dashed ‘open the litule door, and push
ing Mollis inaide, prssed in myself, und
drew the door close sgoid, shuiting ous
the mgtt fames whosa sugry roar pue-

sued ;ud u % dropped gently dowa.

mf.u the ah-ulltr water beneath -and
cmgn. from- dndec the wheel

Our 8ppesranca was hailed 'l'it.h .
shout of delight and relief, for ‘all hsd
given asup for lost ; and we must huve
been "bat for the beaven mtpm,a;l
thought of thé wheel humu. '

Now, that the ddoger was over, poor-
little Mollis fuinted, dnd no wonder.
Bur; ke woon came oar all right; wad"
us the people begen to Gud out that the
* brave litile girl," as they oallpd her,

was really & bride of coly a few howrs, -

*nd that we were on our wedding ‘Lrip,'
there wa & regular ovatinn, fallnwad
up by nine dufenmg cheers, ¢ ¢
‘Tte iland apon ‘which thp Huhllm:
had . Leen bemched was low, gnhidy und’
uninbebited —Altogether not an lavit,,
ing place for three hundred peopld

withoat u parr.m]a of shelter W | pasa. .
half a dnir upon, - Yﬁt, even in| tiln:‘
plight, thére we.na- few gmml-lt-n: m '

our midst,

There l'il.l m} mnm in our hﬁrta I' :’f

tny fﬂﬂ]tu.g Lt that of thunklulnes fu!
onr preaarrutmu trum a fearful d-u;h.
and I.ﬂ&l"‘lllﬂ pun[ of ‘the last boir or
two, it"seewed u small matter o woit
;utmnl.]_;f ﬁ:lrl the % mmq of ﬂi’u -t-uhul'
boats 't'iub we ,knuw werd surg tu nrrwu

h:fum’fnlnj ht)uu went pu:f.
"1: sgh some miles’ fr _.g._r.r? Iar]-q
city' wo knew that S
muu.f h fa l:-ef.-n’
houses mu«um[
river bank, ind’

. frofu the’ I'uarmr

nﬂ?‘ alon B

neatest téwdd” Aod #d v wan™ Bmurﬁ

mghmﬂ i

n'I rwi‘ﬂ frer that’ huf fﬂ'lr B
d' ore ﬂfuuﬂdﬂnmrlvu lufr'If'

HI- Imrua, ghd’ nur ad#m:nﬂmhuddmj

tip, &L xQ end. But:the resulta Laur-b -
| 0of ended vy 80 orwne. The torrilite |

- &

aervous atrnuu I had en ur-:ﬂ mmlumd"
with thé Baiece buris’ on wv fues chd
humdu, I.h::n ua pr-:utma o’ :.fl:rud
riokness. - Ll '

:.g:m., twe wecks litﬂt, I. lwmud Jthag
u qnhin glfi from thg Mu\.-l,hu'l Lgm:vi'u:l’
Fumngera—m less a imm uuq H ﬂfl!

n_ll" in.the bunk n.ﬂ'ul.tl.ng my w._?_.‘uﬁ

N_ﬂl-ﬂﬂlj' thla, Imt t.hl: itemnhmt comn . |

pusy bad mted W8 A gu]& medii.nn
FhEIB- fueit ﬂen:llrll:
on their lmﬂ. = ¥
Taurs liave gonse 'hj'-;ﬂ'lltb. oy j!:ur:us:'m
mh- and I 80 neatly rjnﬂtterﬂd_ m}f-__?l:
Lhu: wnrl.i ol our .uﬂdmn tnp. :

B N

be paddle box. '

.'1 rmfm motice.
of *the’ disaatis?” wildld'be scht :8'{ba

era] amall nmfmlm"ﬁ l“iuj _ :

When [ was able to n-pur[. fur dqiy- :
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thooder: oloud - l‘lﬂ AW glthqnl.; l;n
ﬂlf""’“’ vt g il ek in'my throat,'so that T eould not utter.

-1 Baw r.lut ﬂm @isdleui: Tellhi mllh & word, s0 E “just' gnppedﬁ ﬂm wheel]
nn attemph to lulluh my dﬂlr {mﬂ, pol! tbafd and’looked ‘right' lbud.. though
glﬂ‘ tyself p !.? uyf \rﬁ hhppr ﬂﬂ.rythmg loiked ¥efy dim Jiist thienis
thonghta, nn& w1 lm;aﬂ w,r. nn thﬂ and oy dévoted- darliiig !tnn-& ﬁ"!uﬂy
far distaut puuful :I:uren thm’ great” at wy n’iﬂe ntchmg the' fanves: thn‘l
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Wﬂ had growh’ ‘" “together, TR
wers, . Hni!iu end [, our pareats lrum,i
nesr nmghbnrd, nu&—iwhmh .does not
niwar& follow—{irm- frrn-n-.lq a8 well,
They:were pour ;- .nnd; i suspect that
had much (o'dd with ﬂ:ﬂr fmndth!p,
for opportudities Werd Wiwag ‘turning

B f“.s"ﬂ"'““’f"f Hhgasyd & hz"

umilr, and, besided,; tometbing swelled
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